
The Spiritual Gifts- Lesson 18-  
The ministry/office gifts of Christ-Pt. 16 Other offices- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16,  

Introduction: The gifts of Christ 
 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 1   
Corinthians 12:28-30- We now see 5 plus 2. Ten is most probably seven office 
gifts. 

Given by Jesus 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

5 Ministry/Office-  8 gifts listed            (3 same +5) or 7 gifts-(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

 

Teacher 

 

Evangelist   

 

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles- same               

Prophets- same 

 

 

Teachers- same 

 

Miracles-evangelist possibly 

Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           

 

 

Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 

 

Helps- many areas /elders, deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

                                                     

II. Many different ways to stand in a ministry gift of Christ 
 

A. Romans 12:4-8- Many members but all members have not the same OFFICE.  
1 Cor. 12:29-30- Are all apostles? Do all speak with tongues? These are office gifts, 
the answer is: “of course not.” 
 

B. Taken together our two list above represents at least 7 categories and possibly 10. 
Some would say that the second list is a mixed group of offices and gifts of the Spirit. 
All seem to be ministries or what particular ministries do. 
 

C. Other offices mentioned are miracles, gifts of healing, governments, helps, and 
diversity of tongues  



 
1. “Miracles” and “gifts of healing” usually operate in the evangelist office 

but are by no means confined to the evangelist office. So they could be 
office gifts separately, ie. The ministry of miracles and various ministries of 
gifts of healing. These ministries would probably be travelling ministries 
although you might have a local pastor who operates with these 
ministries. 
 

2. “Governments” is definitely the pastor office, but it has at times included 
the eldership office separate from pastor/bishop office. (explanation 
below) 

 
3. “Helps” and “diversity of tongues” are two ministry gifts that seem to stick 

out separate from the five original. They possibly still can and do join with 
other gifts like “pastor” or “Apostles and prophets.” But should be 
understood separate because they are listed separate. 

 
4. “Do all speak in tongues?’” is referring to this ministry gift of Christ and 

not simple “tongues,” the supernatural gift of the Spirit found in 1 Cor. 
12:10. Everybody should have that gift. (explained later) 

 
  
III. Governments- 1 Cor. 12:28 

 
A. Definition of governments:  One who directs or steers    
kybernēsis Root: from kubernao (of Latin origin, to steer); pilotage, i.e. (figurative) 
directorship (in the church) :- government. 
 

B. In context it is the pastor office specifically.  
It may include bishops and elders who are obviously pastors and also under-shepherds 
and elders where they are left in charge until a pastor is called. 

 
IV. The office of Elder- 2 classes of New Testament elders 

A. Two groups of leaders in the church mentioned- Bishops or overseers (elders) and 
deacons-Philip. 1:1. Bishops are not all apostles. A bishop could be a pastor. An elder 
or bishop designation includes all the office gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4:11 

 

B. The word “elder” and “bishop” are used interchangeably- Titus 1:4-7 they are the 
office ministry gifts (apostle, pastor, prophet, teacher, and evangelist) 

1. Elders with the apostles of the lamb-Pastor James the brother of Jesus 
(the “elder” pastor) decided what should be done over all suggestions. 
Acts 15:1-7 

2. What an elder (apostle, prophet, teacher, evangelist, pastor) does- 1 
Peter 5:1-4 



C. 1 Tim 3:1-7-The office of bishops or elder in the church includes all the office gifts- 
requirements includes good character-not a novice- not for money 

1. The word “office” is used of both: 

a) Office of a bishop (elder) includes all the office gifts- 1 Tim 3:1 

 

b) Office of a deacon- 1 Tim 3:13 

2. Apostles and elders at Jerusalem are mentioned- Apostles of the Lamb 

were a special group separate from the elders at Jerusalem- Acts 15:6. 

They were the 12 and only 12 historically. Many other apostles are 

mentioned but different from the 12. 

 

3. James the brother of Jesus was the head pastor of the local church at 

Jerusalem and made the final decision with the dispute Paul brought 

to them. 

D. Eldership in the beginning of the church age and how it has developed now. 
 

E. 1 Timothy 5:17- A second class of elders, probably comes under “helps” 
Some elders are not those who preach. They are older leaders in the church but not 

called to the 5-fold ministry gifts. They do not oversee but help the pastor. 

 

 

F. Dr. Kenneth Hagin’s explanation: 

 That eldership was a Jewish tradition that carried into the church and was used until 

the ministry gifts grew and came into place. After that, elders were the office gifts in 

their various forms. (P. 238-244 He Gave Gifts) 

 

G. Dr. Lester Sumrall’s explanation: 

 On the other he hand taught that there is still a role in the NT church called “elders,” 

who are ordained men who help the pastor and take on a pastoral care ministry in 

the church. He had over 50 elders in his church who visit church members each week. 

“When a member of our church is ill, the elders will go quickly and joyfully to minister 

to them. We receive good reports of how God heals and blesses through the work of 

our elders.” (Pg. 245-247 The Gifts and Ministries of the Holy Spirit) Dr. Sumrall 

outlines what he believed the work of the elders do: 

 

1. Paul called them for consultation- 1 Tim 5:17-19, Acts 20:17-35 In acts 20 it is 

clear that these elders were part of the 5-fold ministry because they were 

overseers. 

2. They pray for the sick- James 5:14-15 

3. They should be ordained in every city- Acts 14:23 

4. They are taught- Titus 1:5,6,7-9 (Acts 20:17-20) 

a) To hold fast the faithful words as he has been taught 

b) That he may be able by sound doctrine (as he has been taught) both to 

exhort (GK. to beseech and comfort) and to convince (GK. Reprove and 

rebuke) the gainsayer (GK those who contradict) 



5. They are given to hospitality having people over to their houses vs.7-9 

6. They deal with gainsayers (those who come against the body) 

7. Some are preachers- 

 

H. Some modern churches call these men deacons and discount the word elder 

altogether, or call elders preaching deacons. 

 


