
The Spiritual Gifts- Lesson 19-  
The ministry/office gifts of Christ-Pt. 17 Other offices- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 1 Peter 4:10-Ephesians 4:7-16,  

Introduction: The gifts of Christ 
 

I. Ten categories of ministry office Gifts - “domata” Ephesians 4:7-13- 1   
Corinthians 12:28-30- We now see 5 plus 2. Ten is most probably seven office 
gifts. 

Given by Jesus 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

5 Ministry/Office-  8 gifts listed            (3 same +5) or 7 gifts-(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

 

Teacher 

 

Evangelist   

 

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles- same               

Prophets- same 

 

 

Teachers- same 

 

Miracles-evangelist possibly 

Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           

 

 

Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 

 

Helps- many areas /elders, deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

                                                     

II. Many different ways to stand in a ministry gift of Christ 
 

A. Romans 12:4-8- Many members but all members have not the same OFFICE.  
 

B. Taken together our two list above represents at least 7 categories and possibly 10.  
 

C. Other offices mentioned are miracles, gifts of healing, governments, helps, and 
diversity of tongues  

  
III. Governments- 1 Cor. 12:28 

 



A. Definition of governments:  One who directs or steers    
 
B. In context it is the pastor office specifically.  

 
IV. The office of Elder- 2 classes of New Testament elders 

A. Two groups of leaders in the church mentioned-  
B. The word “elder” and “bishop” are used interchangeably- 
C. 1 Tim 3:1-7-The office of bishops or elder in the church includes all the office gifts-  
D. Eldership in the beginning of the church age and how it has developed now. 

 
E. 1 Timothy 5:17- A second class of elders, probably comes under “helps” 

Some elders are not those who preach. They are older leaders in the church but not 

called to the 5-fold ministry gifts. They do not oversee but help the pastor. 

F. Dr. Kenneth Hagin’s explanation: 

 That eldership was a Jewish tradition that carried into the church and was used until 

the ministry gifts grew and came into place. After that, elders were the office gifts in 

their various forms. (P. 238-244 He Gave Gifts) 

G. Dr. Lester Sumrall’s explanation: 

 On the other he hand taught that there is still a role in the NT church called “elders,” 

who are ordained men who help the pastor and take on a pastoral care ministry in 

the church. He had over 50 elders in his church who visit church members each week. 

“When a member of our church is ill, the elders will go quickly and joyfully to minister 

to them. We receive good reports of how God heals and blesses through the work of 

our elders.” (Pg. 245-247 The Gifts and Ministries of the Holy Spirit) Dr. Sumrall 

outlines what he believed the work of the elders do: 

 

1. Paul called them for consultation- 1 Tim 5:17-19, Acts 20:17-35 In acts 20 it is 

clear that these elders were part of the 5-fold ministry because they were 

overseers. 

2. They pray for the sick- James 5:14-15 

3. They should be ordained in every city- Acts 14:23 

4. They are taught- Titus 1:5-9 (Acts 20:17-20) 

a) To hold fast the faithful words as he has been taught 

b) That he may be able by sound doctrine (as he has been taught) both to 

exhort (GK. to beseech and comfort) and to convince (GK. Reprove and 

rebuke) the gainsayer (GK those who contradict) 

5. They are given to hospitality having people over to their houses vs.7-9 

6. They deal with gainsayers (those who come against the body) 

7. Some are preachers- 

 

H. Some modern churches call these men deacons and discount the word elder 

altogether, or call elders preaching deacons. 

 

I. Apostle Paul’s departing for good to be martyred and writes these last words to 

elders: Acts 20 

 



1. Statements about himself 

a) You know my lifestyle among you vs. 18 

b) I served with humility, tears and temptations vs. 19 

c) I kept nothing back from you but taught you publicly and privately vs 

20 

d) Testifying to Jews and Greeks alike repentance and faith towards God 

vs. 21 

e) I don’t know my future except that prophetically I am told I will stay 

bound vs. 22-23 

f) I stay unmoved and will finish the course vs. 24 

g) Now I know I will not see you again vs. 25 

h) You can record this day that I was pure from all men’s blood vs. 26 

  

2. Apostle Paul’s last advice to the elders- Acts 20:27-35 

 

a) I have declared ALL the counsel of God to you 

b) Watch over yourself and the flock of God 

c) The Holy Ghost has given you the over site of the flock 

d) Feed the flock 

e) After I die wolves will enter in among you, going after the flock 

f) Out of the eldership false teachers will arise making disciples 

g) Watch and remember I warned you for three years with tears 

h) I commend you to God and the word of His grace 

i) It will build you up and give you an inheritance among the sanctified 

j) I showed you how I supported myself and others by working hard. 

k) By your labor you should support the week 

l) Remember Jesus’ words, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 
V. The ministry gift of Helps- 

 
A. Definition of Helps: Greek antilepsis:  to help, aid, succor, reliever 

This ministry can be literally any ministry in the church called to help the church 
accomplish its ministry to others. It allows the pastor to spend his time studying and 
praying in order to minister more effectively.  
Vines Expository Dictionary says,”…rendering assistance, perhaps especially of help 
ministered to the week and needy.” 
Rev. Buddy Bell stated in his book, The Ministry of Helps Handbook, “helps is a 
supernatural ministry with its own supernatural anointing to serve God by serving His 
pastors and His people. The definition of helps literally is “one who gives assistance.” 
 

B. Helps in the Old Testament- Numbers 11:10-17 



Moses could no longer help the people individually. The number had grown too large. 
He cried out to God about “the burden of all the people upon him.” (Vs 11) God 
answered and said to pick 70 elders of the people and bring them before Him. 
  

1. Moses chose men who were already leaders of the people 
2. God took of the anointing on Moses and shared it with them Vs 17 
3. The elders shared in the burden of the people 
4. “The 70 elders were given a supernatural ability to share the load of caring 

for God’s people.” -B. Bell  
 

C. Helps in the New Testament- Jesus made great use of the ministry of helps 
“The New testament is full of helps. The word “helps” in Acts 27:17 speaks of a rope-
like cable that wrapped around ships to hold them together during a storm.” Dr. 
Lester Sumrall- P. 58 The Ministries of the Holy Spirit 
 

1. The disciples as a group with Jesus- sent to preach-Matthew 10:5-8 
2. Feeding of 5000- who distributed the food? Matthew 14:15-21 
3. Matthew 8:23-26- Jesus slept being exhausted while they rowed. 
4. Mark 14:12-16- The last supper was prepared by others 
5. Mark 15:40-41- Mary Magdalene, Mary mother of James, Joses, and 
Salome “followed him and ministered unto him.” 

 
D.  Helps in the church- Deacons and elders- Acts 6:1-7 

1. The word of God increased after the ministry of helps was instituted 
2. They had hands laid on them to anoint them to the ministry of helps 
3. The purpose was to give the vocal gifts time to study and pray 
4. The church grew as a result 

 
E. We flow with the pastors anointing and God’s vision when we help in the church- 

Ex 24:13  
Joshua was chosen to minister to Moses and was to help Moses in all of the menial 
task to do. Joshua was the only one allowed to go up to Mt Sinai and see all the 
things God did. He was also chosen later to lead Israel into the promise land and to 
succeed Moses.  
Examples are greeters, ushers, sound techs, lights, janitors, visitation, office work, 
giving and teachers and many others. 
 

F. The ministry of music is helps- 2 Kings 3:15-16, Ephesians 5:19-20- “speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns….” 

 
VI. The Office of Deacon is helps- 1 Tim 3:8-13 

 
A. Greek word: diakonos means “to serve” “minister” 

Probably from an obsolete diako (to run on errands; an attendant, i.e. (genitive) a 
waiter (at table or in other menial duties). Minister, One who executes the command 
of another. 

B. Stephen did more than wait tables- Acts 6:8 
He is the only one that is mentioned later and suggest they continued in helps. 
 



C. The deacons ministry in the early days of the church  
“It was especially connected with having charge of the alms of the assembly and 
being an overseer of the poor and the sick.” –Hagin 
 

D. Phebe in Rom. 16:1-2 was one of these "helps."  
 
A deaconess- Vs 1, “Servant” is the same word as deacon in the Greek. It says she was 
"a succourer of many." Once again the Greek word is suggestive, it means "one 
standing before," a shielder, a protector. Even Paul the apostle had been shielded 
from suffering at some time or other by this faithful sister in the assembly at 
Cenchrea.  
 

E. Pastors Priscilla and Aquila who were Paul’s "helpers in Christ Jesus” Romans 16:3-5 

Quote: “They had even risked their lives in shielding him. A beautiful example of 
their ministry of help is also shown in Acts 18:26, where they take Apollos and 
"explain unto him the way of God more perfectly"—leading that already gifted teacher 
into the full 'blessings of Pentecost. Then Apollos went on his way with new power to 
"help" others (v. 27)”- Donald Gee in The Ministry Gifts of Christ 

 
VII. Ministry of  diversity of tongues- 1 Cor. 12:28-30 

 
A. Definition of: Different kinds of languages 

 
B. “Being filled with the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives 

utterance in the private prayer life of the believer is not the same as a ministry of 
tongues.”- Hagin pg. 113 
 

C. Vs 28 is speaking of ministering to others through tongues and interpreting of 
tongues. 

 
1. For instance apostles, prophets and teachers mentioned first are 

ministries to others, not necessarily something to bless and helps 
those ministers personally. They are callings and ministries. 
  

2. Diversity of tongues is listed with other ministry offices and is to be 
ministered in the public assembly in order to bless and help others. 
This ministry is not for the laymen but a specific calling and ministry. 
 

3. It can operate throughout a message as a minister speaks in tongues 
and interprets as he goes.  
 

4. It can operate in other countries or areas where the language is 
unknown to the speaker but God supernaturally uses him to minister 
in this language unknown to him but known to the hearers. 

 
D. When a believer is baptized into the Holy Spirit and receives the gift of tongues this 

is for their private use and individual edification and prayer life. It is not for others. 

 



1. 1 Cor. 14:2-5- Speaking in tongues is primarily for personal 
devotion- From you to God. Paul said, “I desire that you all spoke in 
tongues” 

2. 1 Cor. 14:18- Paul says, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues 
more than you all,” showing it was for personal use. 
 

E. All tongues in essence are the same, but in purpose and use they are different. 

 
F. V30- Only a few of those who are Spirit filled and speak in tongues will be used in 

the public ministry of tongues and interpretation in the church 

 
1. 1 Cor. 12:27-31- This is why Paul ask, “Do all speak with tongues?” 
The answer is obviously “No.” 
 
2. Some take verse 30 out of context, it is clear Paul is speaking of the 
ministry of tongues or diversity of tongues, not the simple gift of 
tongues. 
3. Both Jesus and Paul stated all believers should have the personal 
gift of tongues. Mark 16:17 


