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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

Chapter 10 

Definitions- The teaching motivation part 3 
 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on 
becoming a Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us 
will have at least one of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 
Corinthians 12:7-10 which are given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation 
gifts will be dealt with separately. 
 

The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:1-6, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 
 
The manifestation gifts, the ministry gifts, and the motivational gifts 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 
4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (Manifestations or supernatural) 
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. (Ministries or ways to serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Different 
kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all inside with Inner 
workings) 
 
 

 Seven motivational (operation or inner workings to serve) Gifts defined- 
Romans 12:1-8- Your reasonable service, use your gifts given by grace. 

 
Romans 12:1-8 (KJV)  
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith.  
4  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  
5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  
6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith;  
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7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  
8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.  
Romans 12:9-15 (KJV)  
9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.  
10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;  
11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;  
12  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;  
13  Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.  
14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.  
15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
 
 

Motivation Directive 

Prophecy Hate evil/cleave to what is good 

Ministry-Serving Kindly affectioned/preferring others 

Teaching Not a lazy studier/fervent in spirit/slave to the Lord 

Exhorting Rejoicing in hope/patient in Trib./instant in prayer 

Giving Distributing to the nessity/ given to hospitality 

Ruling Bless them that persecute you/bless and curse not 

Mercy Rejoice with them who rejoice/weep with them 

All of these should be motivated by love and without hypocrisy 
 
 

 Vs. 3- “through the grace given to me….” 
 

3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith.  
  

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to 
us.  

 

 Definitions- 
 

1.  Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  

 
Romans 12:9 (KJV)  
9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 

 

Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. 
They have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or 
reveal sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and 
impersonal;  
 

2.   Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  
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5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and individually we are 
parts one of another [mutually dependent on one another].  

 

7 [He whose gift is] practical service, let him give himself to serving; he who teaches, to 
teaching; 1 

 
Servers are the “hands” of the body. The Greek word that designates the second 

Motivational Gift is translated, “practical service,” here in the Amplified Bible, and 

“diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King James Version. It means “the doing of 

practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

Quote: “This Motivational Gift of service meets the practical needs of others. Those 

being used in this Motivational Gift have an ability to see what needs to be done and 

then goes ahead and does it, feeling fulfilled that they can demonstrate love to others 

by their actions.” Pastor Darrel Netbiblestudy.com 

3. Teaching – Romans 12:7, 11 

Romans 12:7-12 (KJV)  
7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  
 

11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 

a. Intro: The speaking and serving (doing) gifts- A way to divide all gifts 

1 Peter 4:8  
8  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the 

multitude of sins. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do 

it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

b. Those with the motivational gift of teaching are the "mind" of the body. The 
primary use of this motivational gift of teaching is the God-given ability to 
understand the principles and teachings of God’s Word and to clarify them to 
others. The spiritual impetus of those with this gift is that the Word of God go 
forth with understanding. As a young minister I always hated leaving church and 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Ro 12:5–7). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Ro12.5
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not learning something. They realize their gift is foundational; they emphasize 
accuracy of words and love to study; they delight in research to validate truth. 
 

c. James 3:1- The motivational gift of teaching is one that carries a heavy 

responsibility in the church. For the office gift of teacher there is a higher 

standard- “a Greater standard of Judgment” for those who teach. Remember this 

is NOT the office gift of Teacher.  
 

d. Vs. 7-The Greek words used here are: The word didasko is a verb which means to 

teach, instruct, instill doctrine, explain, and expound. The second word used here 

is the noun didaskalia. It means teaching, instruction and doctrine. From the root 

of this word we get our English word, “didactic.”  So in context those who have the 

motivational gift of teaching should be convinced of good doctrine and instruction 

by study and research.  

 
Romans 12:7 – Amplified, “. . . he who teaches [let him give himself], to his 

teaching;” 

 

e. Those with the spiritual gift of teaching love to study the Word of God for 

extended periods of time.  They consume the Scriptures as food for their hearts, 

souls and minds with the expressed purpose of knowing Him and then making Him 

known to others.  They want to know what God has revealed of Himself and what 

He requires of us as people created in His image.  They take great joy and 

satisfaction in seeing others learn and apply the truth of God’s Word to their lives. 

 

f. It is natural for a person with this gift to evaluate, to probe, to look up facts, 

background information, details, or whatever is necessary to research a matter 

thoroughly. They are motivated to establish what is correct. The scriptures and 

their accurate interpretation is of supreme importance. They might be heard 

saying, “I need to look that up for myself,” or “How do you know that?” 

 

g. Guidelines for this gift found in the text- Romans 12:11 

 

1) Diligent research- The Greek is literally- “not tardy in diligence” KJV says “Not 

slothful in business” 

2) Fervent in spirit- “Glowing hot in spirit” 

3) Serving the Lord- the Greek word here is “slave.” 

 

h. Biblical example: We see people with this gift in passages like: 
 

1) Luke  
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Luke 1:4- 

Luke tells what he did to get to his conclusions Luke 1:1-4 HSCB 

 

2) The Berean Church- Acts 17:10-11 
 

i. Pros and Cons: 

 

PROS: 
1) He will validate information-Luke 1:4 “That you may know the certainty of 

those things….” Read AMP version 
 

Luke 1:3-4 (AMP)  
3  It seemed good and desirable to me, [and so I have determined] also after having 

searched out diligently and followed all things closely and traced accurately the 

course from the highest to the minutest detail from the very first, to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  
4  [My purpose is] that you may know the full truth and understand with certainty 

and security against error the accounts (histories) and doctrines of the faith of which 

you have been informed and in which you have been orally instructed.  

The teacher feels disturbed in his spirit when Scripture is used out of context 

and he will seek to validate truth by checking out the facts. 

 

2) He will discern other teachers-2 Tim 4:3-4 false teachers will teach what 
selfish/lustful people want to hear.  

 
1 Timothy 4:3-4 (KJV)  
3  Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath 

created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.  
4  For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 

thanksgiving: 

QUOTE- Expositors Bible 

“Timothy’s major responsibility in Ephesus was to defend and proclaim sound 

doctrine. He must do this constantly, since the time would come when people 

would not listen to the truth. Instead, “to suit their own desires”—epithymias, 

translated “evil desires” in 3:6—“they will gather around them” (episōreusousi, 

lit., “heap together,” only here in the NT) teachers “to say what their itching 

ears want to hear” (knēthomenoi tēn akoēn, “itching in their ears”). These 

were ears “which were always pricking with an uneasy desire for what would 

gratify the taste of a carnal, self-willed heart” (Fairbairn, p. 385).2 

                                                      
2 Earle, Ralph. “2 Timothy.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Ephesians through Philemon. Ed. Frank E. 

Gaebelein. Vol. 11. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. 411. Print. 
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3) He relies on established resources- Acts 17:11 Luke’s gospel uses OT and other 
writers. The New Testament had not been written yet. 
 

Acts 17:11 (KJV)  
11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 

things were so. 

 

Acts 15:13-17 (KJV)- (Isa. 11:10; 42:1,6; 49:6,22; 60:3; 66:19; Rom. 9:25-33; Mal. 1:11; 

Amos 9:10-11).  
13  And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, 

hearken unto me:  
14  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 

them a people for his name.  
15  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  
16  After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen 

down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  
17  That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon 

whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 

  

4) He will present truth systematically-Luke 1:3- “To write to you in order…” 
 

Luke 1:3 (HCSB)  
3  It also seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the 

very first, to write to you in an orderly sequence, most honorable Theophilus, 

 

5) He will gather many facts- Acts 1:1-2- His gospel is the longest 
 

Acts 1:1-2 (KJV)  
1  The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 

and teach,  
2  Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had 

given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:  

 

6) He will be thorough- uses precise descriptions of events and things 
 

7) He will persevere with accepted teachers- 2 Tim 4:11 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+42%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+49%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+49%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+60%3A3
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2 Timothy 4:11 (KJV)  
11  Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to 

me for the ministry. 

 

8) He will seek to clarify misunderstandings- 2 Tim 3:16 “…For instruction in 
righteousness” 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)  
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

 

9) He will have a select group of friends- 2 Tim.4:11 
 

2 Timothy 4:11 (HCSB)  
11  Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the ministry. 

 

“Because common interest seem to be the prerequisite for the teacher’s 

development of close relationships, he is seldom drawn into superficial 

friendships. Because teachers prefer to be with close friends with whom they 

can discuss ideas and concepts, they tend to be aloof in situations of 

meaningless chit-chat.” Pastor Darrell 

 

 

 

  CONS: 

 

1) Becoming proud of knowledge- 1Cor. 8:11 
1 Corinthians 8:11 (KJV)  

11  And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ 

died? 

 

2) Overemphasizing Credentials 
3) Depending on human reasoning 
4) A teacher motive person may neglect the practical application of truth- 2 Tim 

3:16 
 



8 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)  
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

 

5) Putting mind above the Holy Spirit 
6) Taking teaching to extremes 

 

“When a teacher teaches truth out of balance, argumentation and division are 

the result. The teacher may tend to be legalistic and dogmatic.” Pastor Darrell 

 

7) Arguing over minor points 
8) Being easily sidetracked by new interest 
9) Easily offended and overly critical 

 

 

j. Goal: One of my favourite scriptures- 2 Timothy 2:15 “Rightly divide” in Greek 

comes from two root words that mean “Straight-cut.” Fig. “To dissect or expound 

properly.” 

 
2 Timothy 2:14-16 (KJV)  
14  Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they 
strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.  
15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  
16  But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 

 

Without this gift, the church would quickly fall into error and sin.  Those motivated 

with the teacher gift are there to make sure that doesn’t happen. 
 

 


