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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

Chapter 14 

Definitions- Giving part 2 
 

 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on becoming 

a Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us will have at 

least one of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 Corinthians 

12:7-10 which are given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation gifts will be dealt 

with separately. 

The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

    The Manifestation gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the Motivational gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (Manifestations or supernatural) 
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. (Ministries/offices or ways 
to serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit.- 
Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all 
inside with Inner workings) 

 

 Seven motivational (operation) Gifts defined- Romans 12:6-8 
 
 Vs. 3- gifts “through the grace given to me….” Vs. 6 “according to the grace 
given” 

 

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to us.  
 

 Definitions- 

http://www.timshen.truepath.com/manifestational.htm


2 

 

1.  Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  

Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. 

They have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or 

reveal sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and 

impersonal;  

2.  Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  

Servers are the “hands” of the body. The Greek word that designates the second 

Motivational Gift is translated, “practical service,” here in the Amplified Bible, and 

“diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King James Version. It means “the doing of 

practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

 

3. Teaching – Romans 12:7, 11 

Those with the motivational gift of teaching are the "mind" of the body. The primary 

use of this motivational gift of teaching is the God-given ability to understand the 

principles and teachings of God’s Word and to clarify them to others. They realize 

their gift is foundational; they emphasize accuracy of words and love to study; they 

delight in research to validate truth. 

4.  Exhortation/Encouragement – Romans 12:8, 12 

Those with the motivational gift of encouragement are the "mouth" of the body.  Like 

cheerleaders, they encourage other believers and are motivated by a desire to see 

people grow and mature in the Lord. The motivation to stimulate the faith of others. 

To call to the side to urge one to pursue a course of conduct. Personal counseling to 

encourage spiritual growth. 

5.  Giving – Romans 12:8.13 (AMP) 

8 He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do it in 
simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of 
mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness. 1 

 

AMP “…he who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality:” 

 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Ro 12:8). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Ro12.8
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13 Contribute to the needs of God’s people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue 
the practice of hospitality. 2 

Intro: Not just being a giver, but having the gift of the motivation of giving, although 

the same principles apply.  

2 Corinthians 9:12 (HCSB)-  
“For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also 
overflowing in many acts of thanksgiving to God.”  

The ministry of this service: 

1. It supplies the needs of saints. Romans 12:13 
 

2. It causes them to glorify God.  
 

3. It gives proof that the givers are true Christians- vs.13; 1Jn. 3:17.  
 

4. It causes prayers of those supplied to go up for their benefactors - Vs.14  
 

The purpose of blessing 

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 (HCSB) – 

 “And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having 

everything you need, you may excel  

 

How are we blessed to give? 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6- “But this I say, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 

which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”  

An unfailing law taught by Jesus  

Luke 6:38 (GW)  
38  Give, and you will receive. A large quantity, pressed together, shaken down, and running 

over will be put into your pocket. The standards you use for others will be applied to you.”  

 
Also Solomon in Eccl. 11:1; Prov. 11:24-25; 19:17; 22:9 GW; and David in Ps. 18:25; 
41:1-2 GW.  

 
 

                                                      
2 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Ro 12:13). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+9%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+9%3A14
https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Ro12.13
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a) Those with the motivational gift of giving are the "arms" of the body. They truly 
enjoy reaching out in giving. They are excited by the prospect of blessing others;  

 
Acts 4:32-37 (KJV)  
32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither 
said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common.  
33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.  
34  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,  
35  And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need.  
36  And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,  
37  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
 

Great GRACE was upon them all…. Not any lack 

 

Bro Darrel- Net Bible.org “In the study of these Motivational Gifts we must be 
sure to distinguish between “learned behavior” and “innate tendencies.” 
Someone may have been raised and trained by his parents, or the church, to be 
generous and to tithe, but one with the Motivational Gift of Giving will have a 
joyful inward motivation to give and to be generous.” 

 

b) Romans 12:8 
 

Romans 12:8 (KJV)  
8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he 
that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

The Greek word for the spiritual gift of giving is Metadidomi.  It simply means “to 

impart” or “to give over or share.”  However, this word is accompanied in Romans 

12:8 by another descriptive word: Haplotes, translated “simplicity.”  This word tells 

us much more about the kind of giving that is associated with this gift.  The word 

Haplotes means “sincerely, generously and without pretence or hypocrisy.” 

 

c) 2 Corinthians 8:1-5- 

 
2 Corinthians 8:1-6 (GW)  
1  Brothers and sisters, we want you to know how God showed his kindness to the 
churches in the province of Macedonia.  
2   While they were being severely tested by suffering, their overflowing joy, along with 
their extreme poverty, has made them even more generous.  
3  I assure you that by their own free will they have given all they could, even more than 
they could afford.  

http://christianity.about.com/od/whatdoesthebiblesay/i/churchgiving.htm
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2012.8
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4  They made an appeal to us, begging us to let them participate in the ministry of God's 
kindness to his holy people {in Jerusalem}.  
5  They did more than we had expected. First, they gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us, since this was God's will.  
6  This led us to urge Titus to finish his work of God's kindness among you in the same 
way as he had already started it.  

 

The Holy Spirit imparts this gift to some in the church to meet the various needs of 

the church and its ministries, missionaries, or of people who do not have the 

means to provide fully for themselves.  The goal is to encourage and provide, 

giving all credit to God’s love and provision.  Those with this gift love to share with 

others the overflow of blessings God has given them.  They are typically very 

hospitable and will seek out ways and opportunities to help others. 
 

 

d) Matt. 6:1-4 
They desire to give quietly, in secret, but will also motivate others to give. They are 
alert to people's needs; they give cheerfully and always give the best that they can.  

 

Matthew 6:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye 

have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.  
2  Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. 

Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  
3  But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:  
4  That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall 

reward thee openly.  
5  And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of 

men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  

   

e) 2 Cor.9:6-15 
They are also excellent stewards and will often adjust their lifestyles in order to 
give more to the spread of the Gospel and the care of the needy.  They are grateful 
when someone shares a need with them, and are always joyful when they can 
meet that need.  

 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (GW)  
6  Remember this: The farmer who plants a few seeds will have a very small harvest. But 

the farmer who plants because he has received God's blessings will receive a harvest of 

God's blessings in return.  
7  Each of you should give whatever you have decided. You shouldn't be sorry that you 

gave or feel forced to give, since God loves a cheerful giver.  
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8  Besides, God will give you his constantly overflowing kindness. Then, when you always 

have everything you need, you can do more and more good things.  
9  Scripture says, “The righteous person gives freely to the poor. His righteousness 

continues forever.”  
10  God gives seed to the farmer and food to those who need to eat. God will also give 

you seed and multiply it. In your lives he will increase the things you do that have his 

approval.  
11  God will make you rich enough so that you can always be generous. Your generosity 

will produce thanksgiving to God because of us.  
12  What you do to serve others not only provides for the needs of God's people, but also 

produces more and more prayers of thanksgiving to God.  
13  You will honor God through this genuine act of service because of your commitment 

to spread the Good News of Christ and because of your generosity in sharing with them 

and everyone else.  
14  With deep affection they will pray for you because of the extreme kindness that God 

has shown you.  
15  I thank God for his gift that words cannot describe.  

    

2 Corinthians 9:10-15 (KJV)  
10  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and 

multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)  
11  Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 

thanksgiving to God.  
12  For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is 

abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;  
13  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed 

subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and 

unto all men;  
14  And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in 

you.  
15   Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 

 
Philippians 4:10-18 (GW)  
10  The Lord has filled me with joy because you again showed interest in me. You were 
interested but did not have an opportunity to show it.  
11  I'm not saying this because I'm in any need. I've learned to be content in whatever 
situation I'm in.  
12  I know how to live in poverty or prosperity. No matter what the situation, I've learned 
the secret of how to live when I'm full or when I'm hungry, when I have too much or 
when I have too little.  
13  I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.  
14  Nevertheless, it was kind of you to share my troubles.  
15  You Philippians also know that in the early days, when I left the province of 
Macedonia to spread the Good News, you were the only church to share your money 
with me. You gave me what I needed, and you received what I gave you.  
16  Even while I was in Thessalonica, you provided for my needs twice.  
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17  It's not that I'm looking for a gift. The opposite is true. I'm looking for your resources 
to increase.  
18  You have paid me in full, and I have more than enough. Now that Epaphroditus has 
brought me your gifts, you have filled my needs. Your gifts are a soothing aroma, a 
sacrifice that God accepts and with which he is pleased.  

 

 
f) Guidelines for use of this gift- Romans 12:13 

 

“Vs.8 …he who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality: 

Vs.13… Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 

 

1) Sincere 
2) Generous-Luke 3:11 
3) Fellowshipping by meeting the needs of the local believers 
4) Hard pressed “pursue” to help strangers-Hebrews 13:2 

 

 

g) Biblical examples: 
 

1) Matthew-Levi 
 

Luke 5:29 (KJV)  
29  And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company 

of publicans and of others that sat down with them. 

     

Matthew, who was a giver, describes the gifts that were given to Christ in 
detail. He is the only writer who mentioned “the treasures” brought by the 
magi – described Mary’s ointment as “very precious” – and Joseph’s tomb as 
“new” (Mathew 2:11; 26:6-11 and 27:57-60). 
 

2) Zacchaeus- Luke 19:1-10  
 

Luke 19:8-10 (KJV)  
8  And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold.  
9  And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham.  
10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
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3) Gaius- 3 John 1:1-8 
 

3 John 1:1-9 (KJV)  
1  The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  
2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 

thy soul prospereth.  
3  For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in 

thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.  
4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.  
5  Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to 

strangers;  
6  Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring 

forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:  
7  Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.  
8  We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.  
9  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence 

among them, receiveth us not.  

 

3 John 1:8 (HCSB)  
8  Therefore, we ought to support such men so that we can be coworkers with the 

truth. 

     

You are “Coworkers with the saints by your giving” 

 

4) God- John 3:16 
 

John 3:16 (GW)  
16  God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes 

in him will not die but will have eternal life. 

 

 

h) Pro and Cons 
 

Positives: 

1) Some have an ability to discern wise investments in order to have more money 
available to give away -Matt 6:19-20 

  
2) A desire to give quietly without public notice -Matt 6:1-4 
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3) A desire to give gifts which are of high quality- Luke 21:1-4 (Matt 2:11) 
  

4) An ability to see financial needs which others tend to overlook- James 1:27 
James 1:27 (HCSB)  
27  Pure and undefiled religion before our God and Father is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 

5) A desire to use giving as a way to motivate others to give -Luke 5:29 Levi invited 
others 

 
6) He confirms amount with counsel 

 
A giver will react negatively to high pressure appeals for money and looks, 

instead, they will seek to meet financial needs that others tend to overlook. A 

husband or wife will always try to seek confirmation with their spouse as to the 

amount they should give. 

               

Negatives: 

 

1) The personal frugality by which he lives may appear to friends and relatives 
as selfishness in not meeting their wants. 

  
2) Giving to get out of other responsibilities. 

  
3) Giving to projects rather than to people 

 
4) The need to deal with large sums of money may appear to be a focus on 

temporal values. 
 

5) Putting pressure on people who have less to give.  
 

6) Failing to discern God’s promptings for giving.  
 

“If a giver reacts negatively to all appeals for funds, or looks only for the 

hidden and unannounced needs, he may not only fail to get the mind of the 

Lord in a particular situation, but he may also miss an important 

opportunity to give wise counsel, as well as giving needed funds to a 

worthy ministry.” 

 

7) Judging those who misuse funds rather than aiding them. 
  

8) Controlling people or ministries by giving.  
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9) Trusting in wealth rather than God 

 
10) Investing in projects that do not benefit people’s lives. 

 

 

 

i) The goal-  
 

Ephesians 4:28 (GW)  
Thieves must quit stealing and, instead, they must work hard. They should do 
something good with their hands so that they'll have something to share with those in 
need.  
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (GW)  
Each of you should give whatever you have decided. You shouldn't be sorry that you 
gave or feel forced to give, since God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:13 (GW)  
You will honor God through this genuine act of service because of your commitment 
to spread the Good News of Christ and because of your generosity in sharing with 
them and everyone else. 

 


