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STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

Chapter 17 

Definitions- Mercy 
 

 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on 
becoming a Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us 
will have at least one of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 
Corinthians 12:7-10 which are given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation 
gifts will be dealt with separately. 

The trinity of gifts-1 Corinthians 12:7-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

The Holy Spirit gives the manifestation gifts, Jesus gives the ministry gifts, and God gives 
the motivational gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (Manifestations or supernatural) 
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. (Ministries/offices or ways 
to serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit.- 
Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all 
inside with Inner workings) 
 
 
 

 Seven motivational (operation) Gifts defined- Romans 12:6-8 
 
 Vs. 3- gifts “through the grace given to me….” Vs. 6 “according to the grace 
given” 

 

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to us.  
 

 Definitions- 
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1.  Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  

Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. 

They have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or 

reveal sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and 

impersonal;  

2. Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  

Servers are the “hands” of the body. The Greek word that designates the second 

Motivational Gift is translated, “practical service,” here in the Amplified Bible, and 

“diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King James Version. It means “the doing of 

practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

 

3. Teaching – Romans 12:7, 11 

Those with the motivational gift of teaching are the "mind" of the body. The primary 

use of this motivational gift of teaching is the God-given ability to understand the 

principles and teachings of God’s Word and to clarify them to others. They realize 

their gift is foundational; they emphasize accuracy of words and love to study; they 

delight in research to validate truth. 

4. Exhortation/Encouragement – Romans 12:8, 12 

Those with the motivational gift of encouragement are the "mouth" of the body.  Like 

cheerleaders, they encourage other believers and are motivated by a desire to see 

people grow and mature in the Lord. The motivation to stimulate the faith of others. 

To call to the side to urge one to pursue a course of conduct. Personal counseling to 

encourage spiritual growth. 

5. Giving – Romans 12:8, 13  

Those with the motivational gift of giving are the "arms" of the body. They truly enjoy 

reaching out in giving. They are excited by the prospect of blessing others. The goal is 

to encourage and provide, giving all credit to God’s love and provision.  Those with 

this gift love to share with others the overflow of blessings God has given them.  

 

6. Ruler/organizer/ Leader – Romans 12:8, 14 

Those with the motivational gift of leadership are the "head" of the body. They have 

the ability to see the overall picture and set long-term goals; they are good organizers 

and find efficient ways of getting work done. Although they may not seek leadership, 

http://christianity.about.com/od/whatdoesthebiblesay/i/churchgiving.htm
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they will assume it when no leader is available. They receive fulfillment when others 

come together to complete a task. 

 

7. Mercy – Romans 12:8, 15 

Romans 12:8, 15 (KJV)  
8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity;  that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.  
 

15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep 

 

Romans 12:8 (AMP)  
8  He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do it in 
simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of 
mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness.  
 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others’ joy], and weep with those who weep 
[sharing others’ grief].  

 
Those with the motivational gift of mercy are the "heart" of the body. They easily 
sense the joy or distress in other people and are sensitive to feelings and needs. They 
are attracted to and patient with people in need, motivated by a desire to see people 
healed of hurts. They are truly meek in nature and avoid firmness. 
 
a. Intro: Christians are called to be merciful because God has been merciful to us-  

Matthew 18:33 (AMP) 

33 And should you not have had pity and mercy on your fellow attendant, as I had pity 

and mercy on you? 1 

 
Matthew 18:33 (KJV)  
33  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity 

on thee? 

 

b. The Greek word for the spiritual gift of mercy is Eleeo.  “To give mercy, rather than 

just “mercy.” Eleos- So the inner workings of those who have this gift is fulfilled in 

doing something for others not just having it in themselves. It means to be patient 

and compassionate toward those who are suffering or afflicted. The King James 

Version translated it as: “to show mercy.” It is defined by Strong’s Exhaustive 

Concordance, as, “to have compassion – by word or deed – specifically, obtain, 

receive, or show, by Divine grace.” Vine’s Word Study defines “eleeo” as “to have 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Mt 18:33). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Mt18.33
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mercy (eleos, “mercy”), to show kindness, by beneficence, or assistance,” it is 

translated “have compassion.”   

 

c. James 3:17- 

 
James 3:17 (KJV)  
17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 

be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

 
“Full of having compassion…” The concern for the physical as well as spiritual need 
of those who are hurting is covered by the gift of mercy.  Those with this gift have 
great empathy for others in their trials and sufferings.  They are able to come 
alongside people over extended periods of time and see them through their 
healing process.  They are truly and literally the heart of God motivated to action 
for the afflicted. 

 

d. Matthew 5:7- 
 

Matthew 5:7 (KJV)  
7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

 
The motivation of one with the Motivational Gift of Compassion, or Mercy is to 
mentally, and emotionally, relate to the feelings of those around a person. Just as 
the server focuses on physical needs, the one with the gift of mercy/compassion 
concentrates on giving empathy, and comfort, during times of distress. The 
Motivational Gift of compassion, or Mercy, is the ability to show great love, and 
deep feeling, toward the needs of others, it is the “outward manifestation of 
empathy.” 

 

e. Jude 21-23-  

 
Jude 1:21-23 (KJV)  
21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life.  
22  And of some have compassion, making a difference:  
23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment 

spotted by the flesh. 

 
The Holy Spirit gives the spiritual gift of mercy to some in the church to love and 
assist those who are suffering, and walk with them until The Lord allows their 
burden to be lifted.  The gift of mercy is founded in God’s mercy towards us as 
sinners and is consistently expressed with measurable compassion. We are to be 
wise when to give mercy and when not to. What if God is causing the trouble? 
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f. Those with this gift are able to “weep with those who weep”-Romans 12:15 and 

“bear one another’s burdens” Galatians 6:2, 

 
Romans 12:15 (AMP)  
15  Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep 
[sharing others' grief].  
 

Galatians 6:2 (KJV)  
2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 

g.  John 13:34.  

 
John 13:34-35 (KJV)  
34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 

that ye also love one another. 
35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 
They are sensitive to the feelings and circumstances of others and can quickly 
discern when someone is not doing well.  They are typically good listeners and 
feel the need to simply “be there” for others. 

 

 

h. Guidelines for this gift found in the text- Romans 12:8, 15 
 

Romans 12:8 (AMP)  
8  He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do it in 
simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of 
mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness.  

 

1) Vs, 8- With “cheerfulness”- Greek is hilarotēs 

Vincent defines it as “the joyfulness, the amiable grace, the affability going the 

length of gaiety, which makes the visitor a sunbeam penetrating into the sick-

chamber, and to the heart of the afflicted.” Wuest tells us that the word 

“hilarity” comes from the same Greek word. Kittel says, “Common usage in the 

Septuagint is for the “cheerful countenance” or the “favor” of a ruler.” 

 

2) Vs. 15- Be full of Joy with those who are joyful- 

 
Romans 12:15 (KJV)  
15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 

 

3) Vs. 15- Weep with those who weep- The Greek word here means “to sob, i.e. 

wail aloud,” not quietly. 
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i. Biblical example: We see people with this gift in passages like: 
 

 

j. Pros and Cons: 

 

 

 

                           NOTES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


