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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

Chapter 18 

Definitions- Mercy/ Compassion part 2 
 

  
 

 
The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on 
becoming a Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us 
will have at least one of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 
Corinthians 12:7-10 which are given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation 
gifts will be dealt with separately. 

The trinity of gifts-1 Corinthians 12:7-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (Manifestations are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit.- Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that 
motivate, but God is the one who energizes all inside with Inner workings) 

5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 

The manifestation gifts, the ministry gifts, and the motivational gifts 

Romans 12:1-3 (KJV)  
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith.  
4  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: (Gr. 
function).  
5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  
6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith;  
7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  
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8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

23-26 Categories of gifts listed- 7+7+9 

                        23-26 gifts listed Pastor Larry Booth 

Given by Jesus Given by God Given by the Holy Spirit 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

5 Ministry/Office-  8 gifts listed            

(3 same +5) or 7 gifts-(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving  gifts 

Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              

Prophet             

 

 

Teacher 

 

Evangelist   

 

 

 

Pastor                          

                                                                                             

---------------------         

 

Apostles- same               

Prophets- same 

 

 

Teachers- same 

 

Miracles-evangelist possibly 

Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           

 

 

Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 

 

Helps- many areas /elders, deacons 

Diversities of Tongues 

 

 

Prophecy 

 

Exhortation/encouragement 

Teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration- leads with care 

 

Serving 

 

Mercy 

Giving 

 

Prophesying  

Word of Knowledge 

Word of Wisdom              

Discerning of Spirits  

Miracles 

Gifts Healing 

 

 

 

Speaking in Tongues      

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith-supernatural believing 

 

 

I. Seven motivational (operation) Gifts defined- Romans 12:6-8 

 Vs. 3- gifts “through the grace given to me….” Vs. 6 “according to the grace 
given” 

 

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to us.  
 

 Definitions- 
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1.  Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  

Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. 

They have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or 

reveal sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and 

impersonal;  

2. Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  

Servers are the “hands” of the body. The Greek word that designates the second 

Motivational Gift is translated, “practical service,” here in the Amplified Bible, and 

“diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King James Version. It means “the doing of 

practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

 

3. Teaching – Romans 12:7,11 

Those with the motivational gift of teaching are the "mind" of the body. The primary 

use of this motivational gift of teaching is the God-given ability to understand the 

principles and teachings of God’s Word and to clarify them to others. They realize 

their gift is foundational; they emphasize accuracy of words and love to study; they 

delight in research to validate truth. 

4. Exhortation/Encouragement – Romans 12:8, 12 

Those with the motivational gift of encouragement are the "mouth" of the body.  Like 

cheerleaders, they encourage other believers and are motivated by a desire to see 

people grow and mature in the Lord. The motivation to stimulate the faith of others. 

To call to the side to urge one to pursue a course of conduct. Personal counseling to 

encourage spiritual growth. 

5. Giving – Romans 12:8.13  

Those with the motivational gift of giving are the "arms" of the body. They truly enjoy 

reaching out in giving. They are excited by the prospect of blessing others; The goal is 

to encourage and provide, giving all credit to God’s love and provision.  Those with 

this gift love to share with others the overflow of blessings God has given them.  

 

6. Ruler/organizer/ Leader – Romans 12:8, 14 

Those with the motivational gift of leadership are the "head" of the body. They have 

the ability to see the overall picture and set long-term goals; they are good organizers 

and find efficient ways of getting work done. Although they may not seek leadership, 

http://christianity.about.com/od/whatdoesthebiblesay/i/churchgiving.htm
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they will assume it when no leader is available. They receive fulfillment when others 

come together to complete a task. 

 

7. Mercy – Romans 12:8, 15 

Those with the motivational gift of mercy are the "heart" of the body. They easily 

sense the joy or distress in other people and are sensitive to feelings and needs. They 

are attracted to and patient with people in need, motivated by a desire to see people 

healed of hurts. They are truly meek in nature and avoid firmness. 

a. Intro: Christians are called to be merciful because God has been merciful to us- 

Matthew 18:33   

 

b. The Greek word for the spiritual gift of mercy is Eleeo.  “To give mercy, rather than 

just “mercy.” Eleos- So the inner workings of those who have this gift is fulfilled in 

doing something for others not just having it in themselves.  
 

c. James 3:17- “Full of having compassion…” The concern for the physical as well as 

spiritual need of those who are hurting is covered by the gift of mercy.   

 

d. Matthew 5:7- The motivation of one with the Motivational Gift of Compassion, or 

Mercy is to mentally, and emotionally, relate to the feelings of those around a 

person.  
 

e. Jude 21-23- The Holy Spirit gives the spiritual gift of mercy to some in the church 

to love and assist those who are suffering, and walk with them until The Lord 

allows their burden to be lifted.  
   

f. Those with this gift are able to “weep with those who weep”-Romans 12:15 and 

“bear one another’s burdens” Galatians 6:2, John 13:34.  
 

g. Guidelines for this gift found in the text- Romans 12:8,15 

 
Romans 12:8 (KJV)  

8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he 

that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 
Romans 12:15 (KJV)  
15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
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1) Vs, 8- With “cheerfulness”- Greek is hilarotēs 

Vincent defines it as “the joyfulness, the amiable grace, the affability going the 

length of gaiety, which makes the visitor a sunbeam penetrating into the sick-

chamber, and to the heart of the afflicted.” Wuest tells us that the word 

“hilarity” comes from the same Greek word. Kittel says, “Common usage in the 

Septuagint is for the “cheerful countenance” or the “favor” of a ruler.” 

 

2) Vs. 15- Be full of Joy with those who are joyful- 
 

3) Vs. 15- Weep with those who weep- The Greek word here means “to sob, i.e. 

wail aloud,” not quietly. 

 

h. Biblical example: We see people with this gift in passages like: 
 

1) Jesus- 
 

Matthew 15:32 (KJV)  
32  Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the 

multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: 

and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way. 

    

Matthew 20:29-34 (KJV)  
29  And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him.  
30  And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus 

passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.  
31  And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they 

cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.  
32  And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto 

you?  
33  They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.  
34  So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their 

eyes received sight, and they followed him. 

 

John 11:32-35 (KJV)  
32  Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his 

feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  
33  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came 

with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,  
34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  
35  Jesus wept.  
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You can’t fake mercy. This mercy has actions that follows. 

 

2) The Good Samaritan – 
 

Luke 10:30-37 (KJV)  
30  And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and 

departed, leaving him half dead.  
31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, 

he passed by on the other side.  
32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and 

passed by on the other side.  
33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw 

him, he had compassion on him,  
34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him 

on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  
35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to 

the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 

when I come again, I will repay thee.  
36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among 

the thieves?  
37  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do 

thou likewise. 

 

 

3) John- 
 

John 13:23 (KJV)  
23  Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

 

John’s message ’Stop hurting one another” 

 

1 John 3:11-17 (KJV)  
11  For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

another.  
12  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore 

slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.  
13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.  
14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 

brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.  
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15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 

eternal life abiding in him.  
16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 

up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  

1. Love each other 

2. love has actions-lay down hyour life for one another 

3. If you see a need and have the resource do something 

 

“A person with the Motivational Gift of Compassion/Mercy tends to need 
physical closeness in order to be reassured of acceptance, a closeness that 
includes rich times of fellowship. John sought out the closest place to Jesus at 
the Last Supper and leaned upon the Lord and this same need for physical 
closeness may also have been what prompted his request to sit next to Christ 
in glory (See Mark 10:35-37).” Pastor Darrel 

 

Mark 10:35-37 (KJV)  
35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we 

would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.  
36  And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?  
37   They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the 

other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

 

 

i. Pros and Cons: 

PROS: 

 
1) The ability to feel an atmosphere of joy or distress in an individual or group 

  
2) An attraction to, and an understanding of people who are in distress  

 
3) A desire to remove hurts and bring healing to others  

 
4) A greater concern for emotional distress than physical distress-  1 John 3:17 

 
5) He is trustworthy and trust others. Because the compassionate, merciful, 

person is trustworthy, he expects others to be also, that is why he assumes 
that everyone is honest and reliable until absolutely proven otherwise. He 
can be so trusting, in fact, that he may tend to be gullible. 
 



8 

 

6) A sensitivity to words and actions which will hurt other people  
 

7) An ability to discern sincere motives in other people 
 

8) He avoids conflicts and confrontations. The person with the gift of 
compassion/mercy longs, and will do anything, for peace and harmony, 
that is why he finds it difficult to cope with conflict. 

 
9) An enjoyment and unity with those who are sensitive to the needs and 

feelings of others- The very nature of someone motivated this way, is to 
need close friendships and constant affirmation like John the beloved. 

 

10) A closing of his spirit to those who are insincere or insensitive 

 

 

CONS 
1) The avoidance of firmness may appear to be weakness and indecisiveness. 

  
2) The sensitivity to the spirit and feelings of others may cause some to feel 

he is guided by emotions rather than logic. 
  

3) The attraction to and understanding of those who are in distress may be 
misinterpreted by those of the opposite sex. 

  
4) The sensitivity to words and actions which cause hurts may cause one to 

take up another's offense. 
 

5) A desire to remove the causes of hurts rather than to look for benefits from 
them. He also seems to have built-in blinders that keep him from seeing 
the bad in others. 

 
6) Sympathizing with those violating God’s standards. 

 
Galatians 6:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  
2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  

 

7) A tendency to react harshly when intimate friends are rejected even to the 
point of cutting off fellowship- James & John again. 
 

Luke 9:53-54 (KJV)  
53  And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to 
Jerusalem.  
54  And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that 
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we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias 
did? 

 

8) The ability to detect insincere motives may cause some to feel he is hard to 

get to know. 
 

9) “Compassionate, merciful, people are the most vulnerable to hurts because 
their hearts are the most open to others. When they are betrayed there is 
virtually no protection, no shell, no tough hide or callousness to deflect the 
attack.” Pastor Darrel 

 

 

j. Goal/ Conclusion: 

 
Ephesians 4:32 (KJV)  
32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

 
1 John 3:16-17  

16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and 

we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 

shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 

him?  

 
Matthew 9:13 (KJV)  
13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I 

am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

 
Matthew 12:7 (KJV)  
7  But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye 

would not have condemned the guiltless. 

 
Hosea 6:6 (KJV)  
6  For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than 

burnt offerings. 

 
God says: “I desire mercy (compassion in actions) more than sacrifice 

(religious acts)”  

 

“The Motivational Gift of Compassion/Mercy is potentially both the most 
beautiful gift of all – and the most emotionally destruction gift of all! It all 
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depends upon the degree to which the compassionate, merciful, person had 
overcome his own emotional wounds.” Pastor Darrel 

  

 

 Jesus exampled all of the motivational gifts 
 

1.  Prophecy – John 2:13-17, Luke 13:10-17 

2. Ministering/Serving/Helps – Mark 10:45,  

3. Teaching – Mark 3:20-30, Mark 3:1-2, Matt. 13:52 

4. Exhortation/Encouragement – John 8:10-11, 2 Cor. 1:5 

5. Giving – Isaiah 53:4-7, Ephesians 5:2 

6. Ruler/organizer/ Leader – Mark 10:32, “He led the way…” 

7. Mercy – John 11:32-35, Matthew 15:32, Matthew 20:29-34 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Audio lessons on this entire series can be acquired at: 
Joyful Harvest Publishing 
P.O. Box 367 
Ironton Mo. 63650 
(573) 366-8063 

 

 

 

 

 

 


