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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

 

Chapter 6 

Definitions- Prophecy 
 

 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on becoming a 

Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us will have at least one 

of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 which are 

given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation gifts will be dealt with separately. 

 

Review:  

The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:1-6, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

The manifestation gifts, the ministry gifts, and the motivational gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit. 
“Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all 
inside with Inner workings.”) 

How God shapes you for ministry- 
 
 

 Seven motivational (serving) Gifts defined- Romans 12:1-8 
 

A. Vs. 6- “having then gifts differing….” 
 

1. “Having” here means to possess or to hold 
2. All spiritual gifts (all three categories) are “grace gifts”  Greek is “charisamata” 
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3. All have gifts according to the “unmerited favor” or charis that is given to us- In 
other words, God’s grace deals out differing gifts to different people. Romans 12:3 
“I say through the grace (gift) that is given to me” (prophetic) 

4. Two ways to look at this list: 

a. One way is to see this list as a compilation of examples from the other two 

general listings. Prophecy and teaching are mentioned and could refer to the 

office gifts of prophet and teacher found in Ephes. 4:11.  Also Administration 

is mentioned here as in 1Cor. 12:28. The problem with this is, that other gifts 

are mentioned here that are not mentioned as gifts other where in Scripture 

ie., mercy and giving. Many teachers put this whole list with the ministry gifts 

in general. 

b. Another way, the contemporary view uses these gifts as a separate listing and 

calls them the motivational gifts or serving gifts as popularized by Bill 

Gothard. This fits more properly. 

 

5.    Differing means all the different distinctions including the following list: 
 
 
 

B. Definitions- 

1.  Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  

Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. 

They have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of 

sin or reveal sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental 

and impersonal; they are loyal to truth over friendship, serious, and dedicated. A 

clear conscience is extremely important. They Say what they think…Declare the 

truth…Right or wrong…Black or white…Quality control… The perceiver has an 

intuitive sense that enables him, or her, to discern the inner motives, the secrets, 

of people’s hearts. His/her gift is one that enables him/her to view people in the 

light of God’s Word and, rather than promote suspicion, is one that repairs – 

builds up – improves - helps – strengthens – and – encourages others. 

 

a. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance defines this Greek word, “propheteia” as 
follows: “the inspired speaking forth – making known – affirming God’s 
thoughts” The perceiver is one who is especially sensitive to perceiving the 
will of God and then, depending upon the Lord’s direction, proclaiming it. 
This proclamation is not “prediction,” but rather, it is an inspired delivery of 
a warning or exhortation. 
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b. The perceiver has an intuitive sense. 
 

c. This is not to be confused with prophet or prophesying. Remember this is 

the motivational gift of prophecy, not the ministry gift of prophet or the 

charismatic/manifestation gift of prophesying.  This is a core motivation 

and speaks to how a person acts and is motivated, not what they are called 

to do. You would think that one who stands in the office gift of prophet 

would be prophetically motivated, but this is not always necessarily true. A 

prophet is a ministry/office gift and given to a called person who stands in 

that office.  

Likewise, one who prophecies in the church under an unction from the 

Holy Spirit to do so is operating in a charismatic gift or manifestation to do 

so. These are totally different from the core motivational gift of prophecy. 

This is why many of the modern test and definitions are wrong, because 

they put all these three categories in one. They do not understand the 

difference between the three areas.  

Proof of this is in Acts 2 and throughout when the Holy Ghost came upon 

believers and they spoke in tongues and prophesied (manifestation gifts). 

These were groups who prophesied by a supernatural gift, but were not 

necessarily gifted motivationally with prophecy. In other words anybody 

baptized with the Holy Ghost can prophecy by an unction, but not 

everybody has the motivation of prophecy, or is called to be a prophet. 

(See my Ministry Gifts of Jesus and the Supernatural Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Study Guides for more teaching on this subject). 

d. Guidelines for this gift- Romans 12:6, 9,  1 Cor. 14:3 

Romans 12:6 (Douay-Rheims Bible) And having different gifts, according to the 

grace that is given us, either prophecy, to be used according to the rule of faith; 

 

1) Be motivated by prophecy according to the rule of faith. KJ says 

“according to the measure of faith.” According to Hebrews 11:1, faith is 

“substance and evidence of things not seen.” So walking in this gift 

should be according to what one knows is true, even if they do not see 

it. Vines defines “proportion” as “right relationship.” Vs.3 is a warning 

against going beyond what God has given and faith receives. One 

should prophecy in agreement or right relationship with what his faith 

dictates. Do not go beyond the general or specific words of God one 

has been given to say. Another way to translate this is “prophecy in 

agreement with the faith” (or right doctrine). 
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2) Love without hypocrisy 

3) Abhor Evil 

4) Cling to good 

5) 1 Cor. 14:3- Edification, and exhortation, and comfort. AMP 

1 Corinthians 14:3 (AMP)  
3  But [on the other hand], the one who prophesies [who interprets the 

divine will and purpose in inspired preaching and teaching] speaks to men 

for their upbuilding and constructive spiritual progress and encouragement 

and consolation. 1 

 

e. A Biblical example- Peter 

            1)  Acts 2:14 
       

    Acts 2:14 (KJV)  
    14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said  
    unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be  
    this known unto you, and hearken to my words:  

“Listen to what I’m saying” 

2)  Acts 3:12, 19 

    Acts 3:12 (KJV)  
    12  And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of  
    Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as  
    though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?   
 
    Acts 3:19 (KJV)  
    19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be  
    blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the   
    presence of the Lord; 
     

            3)  Luke 3:8-9 LB 
     
    The axe of his judgement is poised over you, ready to sever your roots  
    And cut you down.  Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit  
    will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. 
 
     John the Baptist 

                                                4)  Matt 12:34-37- Message- Jesus 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (1 Co 14:3). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.1Co14.3
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    Matthew 12:34-38 (KJV)  

    34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things?  

    for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  

    35  A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth  

    good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth  

    evil things.  
    36  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they  

    shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  

    37  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou  

    shalt be condemned.  

 

f. Pros and Cons- Peter “I would never deny you” 

Pros: See right to the heart of an issue. They are motivated to reveal what 
is true. They are concerned with revealing the other persons motives. They 
have a natural "discernment."  

Cons: It is hard to keep silence when they feel truth is being twisted or 
hidden or offended. They usually lack tact. They need to learn to speak the 
truth in love. They need to know "when" to speak. Proper channels of 
"who" to speak to. 

See Page 12- Understanding Spiritual gifts-B. Gothard 

g. The goal- 1 Cor. 14:1 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may 

prophesy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


