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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

 

Chapter 7 

Definitions- Serving 

 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on becoming a 

Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us will have at least one 

of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 which are 

given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation gifts will be dealt with separately. 

The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:1-6, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

The manifestation gifts, the ministry gifts, and the motivational gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 
4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit. 
“Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all inside 
with Inner workings.”) 

 

Review: “Many sincere Christians, because they are not able to do certain things like someone 
else who seems so “gifted,” are frustrated and feel like something is missing in their life. This is 
because they do not understand what God’s Word teaches regarding Spiritual Gifts. They do not 
know their place in the body of Christ therefore; feel a sense of boredom in the performance of 
what they feel is their “responsibilities” in the work of the church. They don’t have the foggiest 
notion where they fit into the scheme of things, or the fact that God has a specific ministry that 
He has equipped them for. They do not realize that God has a special place – and a special 
purpose for them – which only they can fulfill in the great work He has to His church. 
God never intended any person – especially Christians – to just take up oxygen and space 
on earth, but rather, He has a special purpose for every individual born in the annals of history – 
He has a reason for YOUR being! That’s what this study is all about – discovering the Spiritual 

http://www.timshen.truepath.com/manifestational.htm
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Gifts God has endowed you with and just exactly how to use them for the greatest potential 
possible.” Pastor Darrel- Ministry Gifts1 
 

 Seven motivational (serving) Gifts defined- Romans 12:1-8 
 
Romans 12:1-8 (KJV)  
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.  
4  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  
5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  
6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith;  
7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  
8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.  

 
A. Vs. 3- “through the grace given to me….” 

 

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to us.  
 

1. That flow of God's Spirit through these gifts might be referred to as the gifts that move us. 
  

2. Motivations are the real factors behind our decisions and actions.  
 

“When a member of the Body of Christ knows his spiritual motivational gift, he is given a 
real clue to his own self-understanding.” Dr. June Austin- Motivational Gifts2 

 

B. Definitions- 
 

1.   Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  
 
Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. They 
have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or reveal 
sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and impersonal;  
 

2.   Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  
 

                                                      
1 Spiritual Gifts-by Pastor Darrel- Public Domain 2016- Netbiblestudy.com 
http://www.netbiblestudy.com/00_cartimages/Motivation-Forward_and_Index.pdf 
2 Motivational Gifts Study Guide- by Dr. June E. Austin- Copyright 1996 by Gary V. Whetstone Revised 2002. Gary 

Whetstone Worldwide Ministries 100 Wilton Blvd. New Castle, DE 19720 
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The Greek word that designates the second Motivational Gift is translated, “practical 

service,” here in the Amplified Bible, is “diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King 

James Version. It means “the doing of practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

 

Quote: “This Motivational Gift of service meets the practical needs of others. Those 

being used in this Motivational Gift have an ability to see what needs to be done and 

then goes ahead and does it, feeling fulfilled that they can demonstrate love to others by 

their actions.” Pastor Darrel Netbiblestudy.com 

a. Those with the motivational gift of serving are the "hands" of the body.  

They are concerned with meeting needs; they are highly motivated, doers. They may 

tend to over commit, but find joy in serving and meeting short-term goals. 

b. The spiritual gift of service, or ministering, covers a wide range of activities in its 
application.  
 

c. Those with this gift do not seek recognition or a position in the “spotlight,” they just 
love to help out.  They are content with serving in the background knowing that their 
contribution will bless the church, display the love of Christ to the world, and bring 
glory to God.  See also,  

 
1) Acts 20:35 

I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the 
weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 
 

2) 2 Timothy 4:11 
Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to 
me for the ministry. 

d. There are two Greek words related to this gift.  The first one, found in Romans 12:7, 
is Diakonia.  The basic meaning of this word is “to wait tables,” but it is most often 
translated in the Bible as “ministry.”  It refers to any act of service done in genuine 
love for the edification of the community.  The word Antilepsis is translated "helping" 
and is found in 1 Corinthians 12:28.  It has a similar meaning: to help or aid in love 
within the community. This is the office gift of helps. 
 

e. God endows some believers with this gift to fill the many gaps of ministry and meet 

the needs of the church as it fulfils the Great Commission.  The goal is to energize the 

church and free up others to use their gifts to the fullest.  The result is the continued 

edification of the church and the added ability to see beyond its own needs and reach 

out into the community. 

 

f. Guidelines for this gift found in the text- Romans 12:10 
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1) Kind affection- Theological lexicon of the New Testament philostorgos, 

authentically loving, tenderly devoted, beneficent 

“Thus may we translate philostorgoi, which in the Koine often replaces the simple 

form storgē, which expresses familial affection, an attachment sealed by nature 

and blood ties, uniting spouses, parents and children, brothers and sisters.” 

2) With brotherly love-Philedelphia- The love for fellow believers 
  

3) In honor towards others- Time’ -Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic 

Domains- 

“1. Honor, respect, status (Jn 4:44); 2.Value, worth (1Co 12:23); 3. Price, amount, 

the cost (Mt 27:9; Ac 5:2; 1Co 7:23); 4. pay, compensation for a service (1Ti 5:17)” 

The adjective of this Greek word means “Precious Gem” 

4) Preferring one another- Literally translated: outdoing oneself in leading to 

esteeming others more highly first. Phil. 2:3 

g. Biblical example: We see people with this gift in passages like:  
 

1) OT servants who loved their master-Ex. 21:1-6 
 

Exodus 21:1-6 (KJV)  
1  Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them.  
2  If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go 

out free for nothing.  
3  If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his wife 

shall go out with him.  
4  If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the 

wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself.  
5  And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will 

not go out free:  
6  Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, 

or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he 

shall serve him for ever.  

 

2) Stephen in Acts 6:1-7, and Stephanas in 1 Corinthians 16:15-16, and many 
others. Addicted to the ministry of serving the saints. 
 

Acts 6:5-6 (KJV)  
5  And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 

Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:  
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6  Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands 

on them. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:15-17 (KJV)  
15   I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of 

Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)  
16   That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and 

laboureth.  
17   I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which 

was lacking on your part they have supplied. 

 

3) Timothy is another example (Phil. 2:22, 1 Thess. 3:2). Those with the gift of 
service are committed to the spread of the Gospel.  They serve in ways that 
benefit others with different gifts and ministries that are more public.  They have 
a heart devoted to Jesus and a desire to follow His command and example in 
Matthew 20:25-28  

 
Philippians 2:19-22 (KJV)  

19  But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also 

may be of good comfort, when I know your state.  

20  For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  

21  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.  

22  But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served 

with me in the gospel. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:2 (KJV)  
2  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer 

in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your 

faith: 

 

4) Martha- Luke 10:38-42- busy, busy, busy. Jesus corrects her 
 

Luke 10:38-42 (KJV)  
38  Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and 

a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.  
39  And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his 

word.  
40  But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, 

Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her 

therefore that she help me.  
41  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 

troubled about many things:  
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42  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 

not be taken away from her.  

 

h. Pros and Cons: 
 

Pros: 

1) An ability to see practical needs and a desire to meet them (Phil 2:19-20) 
  

2) A joy in serving when it frees others to do more important things (Phil 2:22) 
  

3) A willingness to sacrifice time & resources to serve others (Rom 12:1-3)  
 

4) A special enjoyment in providing for physical needs and comforts (can 
remember likes and dislikes) (2 Tim 4:13) 

  

2 Timothy 4:11-13 (KJV)  
11  Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is 

profitable to me for the ministry.  
12  And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.  
13  The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with 

thee, and the books, but especially the parchments. 

 

5) A strong desire to be with others, providing more serving opportunities (Acts 
16:2,17:14; 18:5;19:22) 

  

        Cons:  

1) Neglecting home responsibilities to help others. 
  

2) Accepting too many jobs at one time (cannot say ‘no’)  
 

3) Wearing themselves out physically. 
  

4) Being too persistent in giving unrequested help to others. 
  

5) Going around proper authorities to get job done.  
 

6) Interfering with God’s discipline by premature help. 
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7) Excluding others from helping on a job (difficult to delegate) 
  

8) Being hurt by ungratefulness of those helped.  
 

9) Getting sidetracked while working on an assignment.  

See Page 14- Understanding Spiritual gifts-B. Gothard, and P 2-6- The 

motivational Gifts- Pastor Darrel 

i. The goal- Matthew 25:23- “well done good and faithful servant” 

Matthew 25:23 (KJV)  
23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 

over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 

lord. 

 

Romans 12:1-Living sacrifice/ reasonable service 

 

Romans 12:1 (KJV)  
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  

 

 

Gk. Literal: “Logical way to serve as worship.” 

 


