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A Study of Spiritual Gifts 

STUDY: The Motivational Gifts from God 

 

Chapter 9 

Definitions- The teaching motivation part 2 
 

 

The Motivational Gifts are supernatural abilities God endows us with at new birth (on becoming a 

Christian). They are given by Father God for the work of the ministry. All of us will have at least one 

of these gifts that must be empowered by the Manifestation Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 which 

are given at the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Manifestation gifts will be dealt with separately. 

The trinity of gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:1-6, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8 

The manifestation gifts, the ministry gifts, and the motivational gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 

4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (Manifestations or supernatural) 
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. (Ministries or ways to 
serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
(Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes 
all inside with Inner workings) 

 

 Seven motivational (serving) Gifts defined- Romans 12:1-8 
 
 Vs. 3- “through the grace given to me….” 

 

These are the Spiritual gifts of God where we flow in the Grace God has given to us.  
 

 Definitions- 
 

1. Prophecy –Romans 12:9,  
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Those with the motivational gift of prophecy are the "seers" or "eyes" of the body. They 
have insight, foresight, and act like watch dogs in the church. They warn of sin or reveal 
sin. They are usually very verbal and may come across as judgmental and impersonal; 
  

2.  Ministering/Serving/Helps - Romans 12:5, 7 AMP  
 

Servers are the “hands” of the body. The Greek word that designates the second 
Motivational Gift is translated, “practical service,” here in the Amplified Bible, is 
“diskonia,” is translated as “minister” in the King James Version. It means “the doing of 
practical things in order to be of service to others.” 

 

Quote: “This Motivational Gift of service meets the practical needs of others. Those 
being used in this Motivational Gift have an ability to see what needs to be done and 
then goes ahead and does it, feeling fulfilled that they can demonstrate love to others by 
their actions.” Pastor Darrel- Netbiblestudy.com 
 

3. Teaching –  

a. The speaking (vocal) and serving (doing) gifts-  

1 Peter 4:8  
8  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the 
multitude of sins. 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it 
as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

1) 3 ways to look at these verses. 

a) Speaking gifts (vocal) are the “office” gifts, and “minister” or “serving” here 

are the motivational gifts. 

b) Or, just the motivational gifts are divided into speaking and ministering 

(serving).  

c) Or, all three categories of gifts can be divided into speaking and serving. 

b. The primary use of this Motivational Gift of Teaching is the God-given ability to 
understand the principles and teachings of God’s Word and to clarify them to others. 
The spiritual impetus of those with this gift is that the Word of God go forth with 
understanding. As a young minister I always hated leaving church and not learning 
something. Those with the motivational gift of teaching are the "mind" of the body. 
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They realize their gift is foundational; they emphasize accuracy of words and love to 
study; they delight in research to validate truth. 
 

c. James 3:1- The spiritual gift of teaching is one that carries a heavy responsibility in 

the church.  Remember this is NOT the office gift of Teacher. 

 
James 3:1 (KJV)  
1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 
condemnation.  
 
James 3:1 (HCSB)  
1  Not many should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter 
judgment,  

  
 

d. Vs. 7-The Greek words used here are: The word didasko is a verb which means to 

teach, instruct, instill doctrine, explain, and expound. The second word used here is 

the noun didaskalia. It means teaching, instruction and doctrine. From the root of this 

word we get our English word, “didactic.”  So in context those who have the 

motivational gift of teaching should be convinced of good doctrine and instruction by 

study and research.  

 
Romans 12:7 – (Amplified) “. . . he who teaches [let him give himself], to his 

teaching;” 

 

e. Those with the spiritual gift of teaching love to study the Word of God for extended 

periods of time.  They consume the Scriptures as food for their hearts, souls and 

minds with the expressed purpose of knowing Him and then making Him known to 

others.  They want to know what God has revealed of Himself and what He requires 

of us as people created in His image.  They take great joy and satisfaction in seeing 

others learn and apply the truth of God’s Word to their lives. 

 

f. It is natural for a person with this gift to evaluate, to probe, to look up facts, 

background information, details, or whatever is necessary to research a matter 

thoroughly. They are motivated to establish what is correct. The scriptures and their 

accurate interpretation is of supreme importance. They might be heard saying, “I 

need to look that up for myself,” or “How do you know that?” 

 

g. Guidelines for this gift found in the text- Romans 12:11 

 
Romans 12:11 (KJV)  
11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
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1) Diligent research- The Greek is literally- “not tardy in diligence” KJV says “Not 

slothful in business” 

2) Fervent in spirit- “Glowing hot in spirit” 

3) Serving the Lord- the Greek word here is “slave.” 

 

h. Biblical example: We see people with this gift in passages like: 
 

1) Luke  
 
Luke 1:4 (KJV)  
4  That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been 
instructed. 

 

Luke tells what he did to get to his conclusions Luke 1:1-4 HSCB 

 
Luke 1:1-4 (HCSB)  
1  Many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been 
fulfilled among us,  
2  just as the original eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed them down to us.  
3  It also seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated everything from the 
very first, to write to you in an orderly sequence, most honorable Theophilus,  
4  so that you may know the certainty of the things about which you have been 
instructed.  

 

2) The Berean Church- Acts 17:10-11 

 
Acts 17:10-11 (KJV)  
10  And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who 
coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  
11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.  

 

i. Pros and Cons: 

 

PROS: 

 
1) He will validate information-Luke 1:4 “That you may know the certainty of those 

things….” Read AMP version 
 

Luke 1:4 (AMP)  
4  [My purpose is] that you may know the full truth and understand with certainty and 
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security against error the accounts (histories) and doctrines of the faith of which you 
have been informed and in which you have been orally instructed.  

 

The teacher feels disturbed in his spirit when Scripture is used out of context and 

he will seek to validate truth by checking out the facts.  

 

2) He will discern other teachers-2 Tim 4:3-4 
 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (KJV)  
3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  
4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

 

 


