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Tearing down the Devils fences: How to overcome offenses-Pastor Larry 
 

 

I. Introduction:  
 

The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms 
and kings alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is.  Quote: “Change isn’t the end of 
the road unless you fail to make the turn.” This word is the little fox that spoil the vines. Why? Because a 
ripe grape is swollen, and easily bruised and knocked off of the vine because it is tender.  
 
Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender 
grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
 
QUOTE Joanie Parsely, “The Devil is not after your soul, he could care less if you go to hell with him, he’s 
after your effectiveness!”  

 

A. Jesus left us His words so that we might learn to not be offended. 
 

      John 16:1  These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
 

B. The fences we build are caused by offense. 
 

Proverbs 18:19  A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are 
like the bars of a castle. 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:4  If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding 
pacifieth great offences. 

 
“calmness can lay great errors to rest” NIV 

 

C. To “Offend” means to put a stumbling block in someone’s way or to cause to 
stumble 

A subversive act, to scandalize. 
 
 

God wants to teach the believer how to combat OFFENSE in our personal lives and in the church. Teaching 
us to lay aside that which causes us to stumble, and to fix our eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith. 

 
 

D. The result of Offense 
1. Betrayal 
2. Hatred 

 
Matthew 24:10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 
another. 

 

E. Complete outline: 
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I. Introduction 
II. 4 Areas of offense 
III. Why are we offended? 
IV. How to overcome offense 
V. What to do if you have offended 
VI. The Scriptural way to confront 
VII. Conclusion 

 
II. Four Areas of Offense (I Samuel 1-6) 

 
Quote: “This is how to get to a new level: Spectators are critical, they love to criticize the runners, but it’s 
hard to criticize while your running the race. Get out of that seat and run with the vision.”  

 

The four areas are: 
1. Believers offended at believers 
2. Unbelievers offended at us 
3. Believers offended at God 
4. Family members offended 

 

Reading: II Samuel Ch. 1-6 
 
History: 

 David finds out about Saul and Jonathan’s death and Kills the helper (an Amalekite, by the way, who King Saul 
brought back when he disobeyed God, was the king of Amalekite) 1:1-16  
 
Point to remember: 
 2 Samuel 1:14  And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the 
LORD’S anointed? 
 

 David Laments over their death and publishes “The lament of the bow” 1:17-27 
 
Point to remember:  
2 Samuel 1:22-23  From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not 
back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
23  Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: they 
were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 

 
 

1.  Brother offended at brother or believers offended at believers: Joab kills Abner 
 
 

2 Samuel 3:27  Now when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the gateway, as though to speak with 
him privately. And there, to avenge the blood of his brother Asahel, Joab stabbed him in the stomach, and he 
died. 
 

History: 
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Joab kills Abner out of revenge and un-forgiveness for his brother’s death, and he was offended that 
David allowed him to be a part of their side. V24-27 
 
Point to remember: This will end in bitterness 
2 Samuel 2:26  Abner called out to Joab, "Must the sword devour forever? Don’t you realize that this will end in 
bitterness? How long before you order your men to stop pursuing their brothers?" NIV 
 
QUOTE: “It’s only the Christians who kill their wounded” 
 

Galatians 5:14-15 (HCSB)  
14  For the entire law is fulfilled in one statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
15  But if you bite and devour one another, watch out, or you will be consumed by one another. 

 
2. Unbelievers offended at us- David battles the Philistines again 
 
 

Point to remember: David waited 5 years before becoming king after Saul’s death (7 years and 6 months total 
as king of Judah before this point.) 

 
The point of offence: 
 

2 Samuel 5:17 ¶ But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines came 
up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down to the hold. 
 

What God does: The Lord of the breakthrough! 
 
2 Samuel 5:20  NAS  So David came to Baal-perazim and defeated them there; and he said, "The LORD has broken 
through my enemies before me like the breakthrough of waters." Therefore he named that place Baal-perazim. 
 

Isaiah 54:17- No weapon formed against you will prosper 

 
3. Believers offended at God- David’s anger at God 

 

History:  
2 Sam. 6:3 from Gill Commentary 
Ver. 3. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, &c.] Which was a great mistake, since it ought not to have 
been put upon a cart, old or new; it was to be borne upon men’s shoulders, and carried by Levites only, and 
those of the family of Kohath, to whom no wagons were given, when others had them, for the above reason, Nu 
7:9; it is strange that so many priests and Levites, and of the people of Israel gathered together on that account, 
and David also, so well versed in the law of God, should not refer to it; perhaps they were led by the example of 
the Philistines, who put it in a new cart, and set it forward towards Bethshemesh, and were not punished for it; 
but it should have been considered they were an ignorant Heathen people, and who had no proper persons 
among them to bear it, and so might be dispensed with. This mistake was afterwards seen by David, and 
rectified, 1Ch 15:2; wherefore there is no reason to charge the text with an error or escape, and that the word 
"Kirjathjearim" is wanting, and to be supplied, as Spinosa {d} suggests:  

 

The Philistines did it why cant we? It was David’s Sin of not doing it properly. Yet he blamed God. 
 

2 Samuel 6:8  Then David was angry because the LORD’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that 
place is called Perez Uzzah. 
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Amplified version: “David was grieved and offended because the Lord had broken forth upon Uzzah” 
 

Point to remember: 

 Loss of blessing resulted 
 

2 Samuel 6:10  He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. 
Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 
 
2 Samuel 6:11  The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, 
and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. 
 
2 Samuel 6:12 ¶ Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and 
everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God 
from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. NIV 

 
Get offended at God you might lose your blessing 
 

 
4. Family members offended- Michal embarrassed and offended how David worshipped 

and dressed 
 

 David wore a garmet that was not suitable for a king and danced 
2 Samuel 6:14  David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, 
 

 Michal despised him in her heart- She was King Saul’s daughter 
 
2 Samuel 6:16  As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a 
window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart. 
 
 

 Michal chides David for how he looked and how he worships 
 
2 Samuel 6:20 ¶ When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet 
him and said, "How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls 
of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!" 
 
 

 David said he will be even more undignified 
 

2 Samuel 6:22  I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by 
these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor." 

 

 
What is the fruit of Offense? 

1. Death 
2. Destruction- hell 
3. Loss of Blessing 
4. Barrenness 
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Point to remember: 
 
2 Samuel 6:23  Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 

 

III. Why are we offended?  
 
Jesus said he would offend-why are we offended? 1 Peter 2:6-8  

 
 

John 6:61  When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you? In reference to: I am the bread of life…eat my flesh 

 
 

3 reasons: 
 

1. Immaturity- Sin 
Mark 4:16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the 
word, immediately receive it with gladness; 
Mark 4:17  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or 
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

 
2. Pride-haughty Spirit 

 
Proverbs 16:18 ¶ Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. (or before a offence, NAS 

says “a stumbling” 

 
3. Unteachable 

 
Hebrews 12:6-7 Amplified Version 
Vs 6- For the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone whom He loves, and He punishes, even scourges, 
every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes. VS. 7 You must submit to and 
endure [correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is there whom his 
father does not [thus] train and correct and discipline? 

 
 
 
IV. How not to stumble in offense 
 
Mark 9:43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
 
Mark 9:43 Family NT Bible notes 
Offend thee; lead thee to commit an offence. The immediate reference here is to offences against Christ’s little ones, 
whereby they are let into sin. The hand, the foot, and the eye represent men’s strongest desires and the earthly objects 
dearest to them. Whatever sacrifices the doing of the will of God may require, it is wise cheerfully and promptly to make 
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them; for the trouble it will occasion in this world is nothing to the misery which the neglect of it will occasion in the 
world to come.  

 
How to deal with Offence: CUT IT OFF! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


