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Prov. 18:19 Tearing down the Devils fences: Part 4 
How not to stumble in offenses-Pt2 Pastor Larry 

 
 

Introduction: review:  
          

The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms and 
kings alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is, it is offense.  
 
Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
Proverbs 18:9- A brother offended…. 
 

 The four areas of offense are: 
 

1. Believers offended at believers 2. Unbelievers offended at us 3. Believers offended at God 4. 
Family members offended 
 

 What is the fruit of Offense? 
 
2 Samuel 6:23  Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 

 

 How to deal with Offence: CUT IT OFF! 
 
Mark 9:43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

 
Mark 9:43 Family NT Bible notes 
Offend thee; lead thee to commit an offence. The immediate reference here is to offences against Christ’s little 
ones, whereby they are let into sin. The hand, the foot, and the eye represent men’s strongest desires and the 
earthly objects dearest to them.  

 

I. Why are we offended?  
 
Jesus said he would offend-why are we offended? 1 Peter 2:6-8  

 

John 6:61  When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you? In reference to: I am the bread of life…eat my flesh 

 
Three reasons: 

 
A. Immaturity- Sin 

 
Mark 4:16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard 
the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 
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Mark 4:17  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or 
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

 
B. Pride-haughty Spirit 

 
Proverbs 16:18 ¶ Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. (or before a offence, NAS 
says “a stumbling” 

 
C. Unteachable 

 

Hebrews 12:6-7 Amplified Version 
Vs 6- For the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone whom He loves, and He punishes, even scourges, 
every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes. VS. 7 You must submit to and 
endure [correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is there whom 
his father does not [thus] train and correct and discipline? 

 
 

II. How not to stumble in offense 
 
  

A. Get God’s word in your heart 
 

John 16:1  These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
 

Psalms 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin (offend)  against thee. 
 

B.  2 peter 1…Add to your faith vs. 8 “never fall” - Grow up! 
 

Romans 5:15  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

 
Romans 5:17  For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 

 
Romans 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: 

 
Romans 9:33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and 
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

 
C.  Limit your liberties 

 
Romans 14:21  It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 
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1 Corinthians 8:9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:13  Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 

        31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
        32  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 
        33  Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they 

may be saved. 
 

This does does not mean we do not preach the gospel 
The offence of the cross 
 

Galatians 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the 
offence of the cross ceased. 

 
1 Peter 2:8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
 
1 Peter 2:16 (HCSB)  
16  As God’s slaves, ⌊live⌋ as free people, but don’t use your freedom as a way to conceal evil. 
 
Context: The principle of suffering for doing good Vs 20-23 

 

     D.  To Forgive like Jesus does. Forgiveness 
 


