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Prov. 18:19 Tearing down the Devils fences: Part 5 
How not to stumble in offenses-Pt3 Pastor Larry 

 
 

Introduction: review:  
          

 
The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms and kings 
alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is  
 

Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender 
grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
 
Proverbs 18:9- A brother offended…. 
 

 The four areas of offense are: 
1. Believers offended at believers 2. Unbelievers offended at us 3. Believers offended at God 4. 
Family members offended 

 What is the fruit of Offense? 
2 Samuel 6:23  Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 

 How to deal with Offence: CUT IT OFF! 
Mark 9:43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

 

I. Why are we offended?  
Jesus said he would offend-why are we offended? 1 Peter 2:6-8  

 

Three reasons: 

 
A. Immaturity- Sin 
B. Pride-haughty Spirit 
C. Unteachable 

 
 

II. How not to stumble in offense 
 
  

A. Get God’s word in your heart 
 

John 16:1  These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
 

Psalms 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin (offend)  against thee. 
 

B.  2 peter 1…Add to your faith vs. 8 “never fall” - Grow up! 
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C. Limit your liberties 

 
1 Corinthians 8:9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak. 
 
1 Peter 2:16 (HCSB)  
16  As God’s slaves, ⌊live⌋ as free people, but don’t use your freedom as a way to conceal evil. 
 

 

     D. To Forgive like Jesus does. Forgiveness 
 

Matthew 6:14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 
 
 
Quote: Mark Gungor, “Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die!” 
 
Matthew 18:21-35  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times? 
 
IF HE REPENT 
 
Luke 17:3  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
forgive him. 
 
It says “If he repent we must forgive”…It does not say, “if they doesn’t repent then don’t ever forgive.” 
“Father forgive them, they know not what they do” Grace is unmerited Jesus on the cross. Luke 23:34 
 
Forgiveness can be the result of repentance, but does not have to be. We still are never to hold 
offence. Grace is God’s unmerited favor. When we forgive without them repenting we are showing 
God’s grace. Nowhere does it say to forget, only God can erase a memory. 
How to know if you are healed of an offense? Scares and wounds…. Are you still tender, does it still 
hurt years later? 
 
Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. Christ died while we were yet sinners, he forgave us before we asked. 
 
Ephesians 4:32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
 
Colossians 3:13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

 
Two good points: 

 

 Heaping coals…   Romans 12:9-21 
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9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
12  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
13  Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 
17  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head. 
21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. (quoted from Proverbs 25:21-22) 

 

 Bless them that curse you… Mathew 5:38-48 
 

38 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
39  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. 
40  And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 
41  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 
42  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 
43 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
45  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46  For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
47  And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans 
so? 
48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 

 
E. Confess your faults to one another- healing in the body 

 

James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, James 5:16 (Darby)  
16  Confess therefore your offences to one another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. 
[The] fervent supplication of the righteous [man] has much power. 
 
God intends for us to have communion in the body of Christ. Unforgiveness stops communion. 
Offenses are a cancer to the body.  
 
Hebrews 12:15 NLT 
Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no 
poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. 

 


