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Prov. 18:19 Tearing down the Devils fences: Part 7 
How not to stumble in offenses-Pt5 Pastor Larry 

 
 
 

Proverbs 18:19 (HCSB)  
19  An offended brother is ⌊harder to reach⌋ than a fortified city, and quarrels are like the bars of a fortress.  
 

Introduction: review:  
          

The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms 
and kings alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is:  
 
Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender 
grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
Proverbs 18:9- A brother offended…. 
 

 The four areas of offense are: 
1. Believers offended at believers 2. Unbelievers offended at us 3. Believers offended at God 4. 
Family members offended 

 

I. Why are we offended?  
Jesus said he would offend-why are we offended? 1 Peter 2:6-8  

 

Three reasons: 

 
A. Immaturity- Sin 
B. Pride-haughty Spirit 
C. Unteachable 

 
 

II. How not to stumble in offense 
 
  

A. Get God’s word in your heart 
 

 

B.  2 peter 1…Add to your faith vs. 8 “never fall” - Grow up! 
 

 
C. Limit your liberties 

 
 

     D. To Forgive like Jesus does. Forgiveness 
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E. Confess your faults to one another- healing in the body 

 

James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, James 5:16 (Darby)  
16  Confess therefore your offences to one another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. 
[The] fervent supplication of the righteous [man] has much power. 
 
Life is in the BLOOD 
 
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 
 
The blood of Jesus is precious 
 
1 John 1:7-9 (KJV)  
7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship (communion) one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  
8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
God intends for us to have communion in the body of Christ. Unforgiveness stops communion. 
Offenses are a cancer to the body.  
 
Hebrews 12:15 NLT 
Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous 
root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:27-31  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
24  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. 
25  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. 
27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord. 
28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning 
the Lord’s body. 
30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
 
 

For this cause: 
1. Not understanding the sacrifice Jesus made 
2. Not understanding that the body of Christ is the church 
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Not a curse or voodoo mystical thing 
 
Forgiveness and healing go hand in hand- Psalms 103:2-3 
 

Jesus said to the man they brought in through the roof: Get up your sins are forgiven….to the 
pharasees…. 
Luke 5:23  Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 
 
The same sacrifice Jesus made for your salvation was made for your healing 
 

1 Peter 2:24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

 
Principle: We don’t confess our sins for salvation, we confess His Lordship over us. 
We repent of our sins. All at once, not confess them one at a time. The believer is to confess his sins to 
God and to one another. 
 
Romans 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 
When we sin as Christians we are commanded to confess our sins to God and one another. 
 
Proverbs 28:13  
13  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.  
 
1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
F. Restore one another 

 
2 Timothy 2:24-26   
24  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,  
25  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth;  
26  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will. 
 
I John 5:14-16  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. 
15  And if we know that he hears us— whatever we ask— we know that we have what we asked of him. 
16  If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give 
him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not 
saying that he should pray about that. 
 

 
Quote: We should reverse our hurts not rehearse them, we should curse our hurts not nurse them. 

 

Galatians 5:25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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26  Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
Galatians 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2  Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
 

 

Tempted with what?  OFFENSE 
 
CONCLUSION: Psalms 133:1-3 

 
 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  
 

It’s like the anointing and the dew of Mt Herman 

 
Coming up: What to do if we have offended- How to confront others who have offended us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dew of herman? 
AT THE southern end of the Anti-Lebanon Mountain range stands Mount Hermon, with its majestic summit rising 9,232 feet 
[2,814 m] above sea level. For most of the year, Hermon’s peak is snowcapped, and this causes the warm night vapors passing over 
it to condense and produce dew. In a divinely inspired song, the refreshing unity among Jehovah’s worshippers is likened to “the 
dew of Hermon that is descending upon the mountains of Zion.” (Psalm 133:1, 3) Just as Mount Hermon supplies refreshing dew to 
the vegetation, we can spread refreshment to those whom we meet. Jesus set an outstanding example through positive speech and 
by having a helpful attitude. We also should be an empathetic listener (staying focused on what the other person is saying, rather 
than thinking about how to respond or how to fix the problem). By listening closely, maintaining eye contact, and smiling when 
doing so is appropriate, we show that we care. Those words applied to the brotherly unity enjoyed by God’s ancient people, the 
Israelites. When in Jerusalem for their three annual festivals, they did dwell together in unity. Though they came from various tribes, 
they were one family. Being together had a wholesome effect on them, like refreshing anointing oil with a pleasing aroma. 

 
 
V. What to do if you have offended? 
 

Quotes: Politicians 
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Incoming Missouri Congressman James Talent, responding to the question "Are you a dog or a cat person?" 

 
Basically a dog person. I certainly, though, wouldn't want to offend my constituents who are cat people, and I 
should say that being, I hope, a sensitive person, that I have nothing against cats, and had cats when I was a 
boy, and if we didn't have the two dogs might very well be interested in having a cat now.  
 
James 3:2  We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep 
his whole body in check. (NIV) 
 
James 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body. (KJV) 
 

 
 

Jesus died for our offences 
Romans 4:25  Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. 
 

1. A Brother- Be reconciled (Am I my brothers keeper?) 
 
Matthew 5:21-25 NIV 
21 ¶ "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be 
subject to judgment.’ 
22  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
his brother, ‘Raca, ‘is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of 
hell. 
23  "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, 
24  leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your 
gift. 
25  "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the 
way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown 
into prison. 
 

2. A spouse- Be considerate/respect 
 
I Peter 3:7 NIV 
7  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker 
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 
 
QUOTE: Zig Ziglar- The better our relationships are at home the better we are in society. 
 
George Burns- Happiness is a large, loving , caring, close knit family- in another city 
 

3. One another- Walk in the light/ Repent of broken fellowship with each other/ confess 
 
I John 1:7-9 NIV 
7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 ¶ If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Walking in the truth is walking in the light 
 
QUOTE: “Many people walk in and out of your life, but only true friends will leave footprints in your 
heart” Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
4. Neighbors- Go and humble yourself 

 
Proverbs 6:3  NIV 
then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands: Go and humble yourself; press 
your plea with your neighbor! 

 
KJV “go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.” 
 

5. The Lord- Confess your sin 
1 John 1:9 

 
 
 
 
 
V. The Scriptural way to confront 

When is it OK to be offended or be offensive? 
 

1. Use words that edify- God’s word 
 

Ephesians 4:29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. NIV 

2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
 
DEF: restoration to an upright or right state 

 

2. Speak the truth in love- What is love 
 

Speak the word, Jesus said “My words are spirit and life 
 
Ephesians 4:15  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
I Cor. 13 speaks of LOVE: 
I Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV 
4 ¶ Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
7  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 ¶ Love never fails. 
 
Ask God for a word of life- 
 
I John 5:14-16  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 

us. 
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15  And if we know that he hears us— whatever we ask— we know that we have what we asked of him. 
16  If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer 

to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray 
about that. 

 

3. Build up with positives before bringing up a negative 
     
Quote: “Criticism must hurt you more than the person your giving it to” 
 

Ephesians 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
 

4. Go to them and them alone-privately 
 
Matthew 18:15 ¶ "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens 

to you, you have won your brother over. 

 

 
5. Do it the way Jesus would do it-“as I am in the world so are they” 

 
John 17:14  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of 
the world. NIV 
 
Try to exhibit the compassion and patience Jesus did when dealing with people. 

 

6. Do not gossip- watch for a root of bitterness 
 
Proverbs 16:28  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. 
 

Proverbs 20:19  A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. 
 

Proverbs 26:20  Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
 

Hebrews 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, 
and thereby many be defiled; KJV 
 
Definition of Gossip: Tale bearer, slanderer, informer. Jesus refused to gossip, remember the woman caught in the act 
of adultery- he did not reveal their sins. 
 
QUOTE: Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, and small minds discuss people. 
Jesus with the woman caught in the act of adultery- notice he did not reveal their sins. 

 

7. Depend on the Holy Spirit- get out of the flesh 
 

Mark 13:11  But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do 
ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy 
Ghost. 
 
QUOTE: Sometimes the best response is no response at all 

 
8. Get the beam out of your eye- Deal with your own Hypocrisy 
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Matthew 7:3  "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 
own eye? 

Matthew 7:4  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? 

Matthew 7:5  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye. NIV 

 
Romans 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them. 

 
QUOTE: never let a day of mistake ruin a life of relationship 

 
VII. Conclusion 
 

Churches have been split because of offence. People have become offended because of the choice of 
a color of carpet and have left churches. I heard of a church in Missouri that split over where the piano was 
to go in the sanctuary. We walk around with gloom and doom faces and we might want to rethink where 
we want to spend eternity, because in heaven there is no sadness or sorrow. God said he would wipe away 
every tear from our eyes. Every hurt will be removed. It takes a perfect man to not offend in word. “Perfect” 
means mature or full grown. WAA!  
 

James 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body. 
 

As we mature in the Lord we are less tender to offence. Grow up get over it. Paul said I have 
determined not to offend or be offended. Don’t be so tender as to always being offended at every little 
matter. 

 
Philippians 1:10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ; 

 
2 Corinthians 6:3  Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 
 
Hebrews 12:14-17 
14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and 

thereby many be defiled; 
16  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 
17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place 
of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears. 
 
Our forgiveness creates a “place of repentance”, but bitterness causes many to be defiled. 
 
 
Quote: Gary McIntosh “Give the past to the Lord. If you allow your yesterday to effect your tomorrow, you rob 
yourself of a blessing today.”  
 
 
CONFESS: 
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“My yesterday will not produce my tomorrow and destroy my future.” 
 
 
 
Illustration: Shake it off and step up! 
 

There was a parable of a farmer who had an old mule who had fallen into the farmers well. The mule cried 
and cried (braying) making an awful noise to get out. They tried for hours without success to retrieve the mule out of 
the hole. After careful assessing the situation, the farmer sympathized with the mule, but decided that neither the 
mule nor the well was worth the trouble of saving. Instead, he called his neighbors together and told them what had 
happened…. And enlisted them to help haul dirt to bury the old mule in the well and put him out of his misery. The 
mule was hysterical and continued to cry loudly especially now because of the dirt hitting his back! But the farmer 
and his neighbors continued shoveling and the dirt hit his back… a thought struck him. It suddenly dawned on him 
that every time a shovel load of dirt landed on his back……HE SHOULD SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP! This he did blow 
after blow. Shake it off and step up…shake it off and step up… shake it off and step up! He repeated to encourage 
himself. No matter how painful the blows, or distressing the situation seemed the old mule fought “panic” and just 
kept right on SHAKING IT OFF AND STEPPING UP! Your right! It wasn’t long before the mule, battered and exhausted, 
stepped triumphantly over the wall of that well! What seemed like it would bury him, actually blessed him… all 
because of the manner in which he handled his adversity.  

That’s life! If we face our problems and respond to them positively, and refuse to give to panic, bitterness, or 
self-pity… THE ADVERSITIES THAT COME ALONG TO BURY US USUALLY HAVE WITHIN THEM THE POTENTIAL TO 
BENEFIT AND BLESS US! Remember that FORGIVENESS, FAITH, PRAYER, PRAISE, and HOPE…all are excellent ways to 
“SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP” out of the wells in which we find ourselves in.  

 
The moral is to shake it off and step up to a new level in the Lord and soon you will be out of your hole! 
 
 
 

Conclusion # 2 Forgiveness 
 
Conclusion # 3 
 
Why are these things important? Broken fellowship….dew of Herman…anointing, 

where God commands the blessings 
 
The offence of the cross 
 

Matthew 15:8  "‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
9  They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’" 
10 ¶ Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 
11  What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes out of his mouth, that is what 
makes him ‘unclean.’" 
12  Then the disciples came to him and asked, "Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard 
this?" 
13  He replied, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 
14  Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 

 
This does does not mean we do not preach the gospel 
The offence of the cross 
 



 10 

Galatians 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross 
ceased. 
 
Remember Peter….”I must go to the cross….get thee behind me Satan” 
 
Matthew 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 
23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest 

not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 
 

 

A Rock of offence 
 
1 Peter 2:6  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
7  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected 

has become the capstone," 
8  and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the 

message— which is also what they were destined for. 
9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 
11  Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your 

soul. 
12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
 
Read: the obstacles in our path 
 
In ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if anyone 

would remove the huge rock…. 
 

Jesus said he was the rock of offence:  Some Scriptures on offence 
 

Isaiah 8:14  And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of 
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 
Matthew 11:6  And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 
 
Matthew 13:41  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity; 
 
Matthew 13:42  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Matthew 13:57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own 
country, and in his own house. 
 
 
Matthew 16:23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 
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Matthew 18:6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 
Offend: To cause to stumble or sin 
Definition of Scandalize: To do a subversive act 
 
 
Matthew 26:31  Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
 
Matthew 26:33  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be 
offended. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

20 top t shirt sayings 

 

T Shirt Saying 
Always remember you're unique... Just like everyone else.  

T Shirt Saying 
I don't have a license to kill. I have a learner's permit.  

T Shirt Saying 
Taxation WITH representation isn't so hot, either!  

T Shirt Saying 
Save the whales! Trade them for valuable prizes.  

T Shirt Saying 
Stop repeat offenders. Don't re-elect them!  

T Shirt Saying 
I'm not getting smaller I'm backing away from you.  

T Shirt Saying 
Did you eat a bowl of stupid for breakfast?  
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T Shirt Saying 
I don't know what makes you dumb But it really works.  

T Shirt Saying 
Rehab Is for Quitters  

T Shirt Saying 
My Dog Can Lick Anyone  

T Shirt Saying 
Computer programmers don't byte They nibble a bit.  

T Shirt Saying 
BEER It's not just for breakfast anymore.  

T Shirt Saying 
I(nternal) R(evenue) S(ervice) We've got what it takes to take what you've got.  

T Shirt Saying 
Out of my mind... Back in five minutes.  

T Shirt Saying 
Smile, it's the second best thing you can do with your lips.  

T Shirt Saying 
There's too much blood in my alcohol system.  

T Shirt Saying 
People like you are the reason people like me need medication.  

T Shirt Saying 
Oh crap! You're going to try and cheer me up, aren't you?  

T Shirt Saying 
Do not disturb I'm disturbed enough already.  

T Shirt Saying 
Excuse, but do I look like someone who cares? 

 


