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Prov. 18:19 Tearing down the Devils fences: Part 10 
The Scriptural way to Confront-#2 Pastor Larry 

 
 

Introduction: review: Matthew 18:15-17 
          

 
The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms and kings 
alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is:  
 

Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
Proverbs 18:9- A brother offended…. 

 
V. The Scriptural way to confront- Proverbs 26:17 
Like one who grabs a stray dog by the ears is someone who rushes into a quarrel not their own. 

 
When is it OK to be offended or be offensive? 

 

1. Use words that edify- God’s word 
 

Ephesians 4:29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. NIV 
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 
DEF: restoration to an upright or right state 

 

2. Speak the truth in love- What is love 
 

Speak the word, Jesus said “My words are spirit and life 
 
Ephesians 4:14-16  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the 
Head, that is, Christ. I Cor. 13 speaks of LOVE: 

* EPHESIANS 4:25-32 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with 
his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 
labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in 
need. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

I Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV 
4 ¶ Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
7  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
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8 ¶ Love never fails. 
 
Ask God for a word of life- 
 

I John 5:14-16  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. 
15  And if we know that he hears us— whatever we ask— we know that we have what we asked of 
him. 
16  If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will 
give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am 
not saying that he should pray about that. 

 

3. Build up with positives before bringing up a negative 
     

Quote: “Criticism must hurt you more than the person your giving it to” 
 

Ephesians 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 

 Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

 

4. Go to them and them alone-privately 
 

Matthew 18:15-17 ¶ "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two 
of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 

 Galations2:11-14 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when 
they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. And the rest of the 
Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 
But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas 
before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews?” 

 
5. Do it the way Jesus would do it-“as I am in the world so are they” 

 
John 17:14  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world 
any more than I am of the world. NIV 
 
Try to exhibit the compassion and patience Jesus did when dealing with people. 

 

 Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Helpful Not Helpful  

 Proverbs 29:11 A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back 
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6. Do not gossip- watch for a root of bitterness 
 

Proverbs 16:28  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. 
 
Proverbs 20:19  A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. 
 
Not in overheads- Proverbs 26:20  Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
 
Hebrews 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; KJV 
 
Definition of Gossip: Tale bearer, slanderer, informer. Jesus refused to gossip, remember the woman 
caught in the act of adultery- he did not reveal their sins. 
 

QUOTE: Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, and small minds discuss people. 
Jesus with the woman caught in the act of adultery- notice he did not reveal their sins. 
 

 

7. Depend on the Holy Spirit- get out of the flesh 
 


