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Prov. 18:19 Tearing down the Devils fences: Part 11 
The Scriptural way to Confront-#3 Pastor Larry 

 
 

Introduction: review: Matthew 18:15-17      
 

The effects of this one word has destroyed families, churches and close friends. It has subverted kingdoms and 
kings alike. This word is not “Change”, although some may think it is:  
 

Song of Solomon 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender 
grapes. 
 
It is OFFENSE: the fences that we allow the Devil to build around us.  
Proverbs 18:9- A brother offended…. 

 
V. The Scriptural way to confront- Proverbs 26:17 

 
Like one who grabs a stray dog by the ears is someone who rushes into a quarrel not their own. 

 
When is it OK to be offended or be offensive? 

 

1. Use words that edify- God’s word 
 

2. Speak the truth in love- What is love 
 

 

3. Build up with positives before bringing up a negative 
     
 

4. Go to them and them alone-privately 
 

 
5. Do it the way Jesus would do it-“as I am in the world so are they” 

 
 

6. Do not gossip- watch for a root of bitterness 
 

Proverbs 16:28  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. 
 
Proverbs 20:19  A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. 
 
Not in overheads- Proverbs 26:20  Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
 
Hebrews 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; KJV 
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Definition of Gossip: Tale bearer, slanderer, informer. Jesus refused to gossip, remember the woman 
caught in the act of adultery- he did not reveal their sins. 
 

QUOTE: Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, and small minds discuss people. 
Jesus with the woman caught in the act of adultery- notice he did not reveal their sins. 
 
 

7. Depend on the Holy Spirit- get out of the flesh 
 

Mark 13:11  But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is 
not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
 

 Matthew 7:1-29 - Judge not, that ye be not judged.   (Read More...) 
 
Colossians 3:13 - Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also [do] ye. 
 
Proverbs 29:11 - A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise [man] keepeth it in till afterwards. 

 
QUOTE: Sometimes the best response is no response at all 

 
8. Get the beam out of your eye- Deal with your own Hypocrisy 

 

Matthew 7:3  "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? 
Matthew 7:4  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the 
time there is a plank in your own eye? 
Matthew 7:5  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye. NIV 

 Ephesians 4:26-27 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 
opportunity to the devil.  

 Galatians 6:1-18 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one 
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will 
be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load.  

QUOTE: never let a day of mistake ruin a life of relationship 

 
 
VII. Conclusion 
 

Romans 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-7-1_7-29/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-7-1_7-29/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-3-13/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-29-11/


 3 

 
* Romans 12:18 - If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

  
The offense of the cross 
 

Matthew 15:8-14  "‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
9  They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’" 
10 ¶ Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 
11  What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes out of his mouth, that is what 
makes him ‘unclean.’" 
12  Then the disciples came to him and asked, "Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this?" 
13  He replied, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 
14  Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 

 
This does not mean we do not preach the gospel 
 
The offence of the cross 
 

Galatians 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the 
offence of the cross ceased. 
 
Remember Peter….”I must go to the cross….get thee behind me Satan” Let us not offend the Lord 
 
Matthew 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again 
the third day. 
22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 
23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

 

 

Jesus said he was A Rock of offense 
 

1 Peter 2:6 -12  
 
Read: the obstacles in our path 
 
In ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if 
anyone would remove the huge rock…. 

 
Peter learns to trust the Lord and not himself… 
 

 Matthew 26:31  Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
 

 Matthew 26:33  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet 
will I never be offended. 

 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-12-18/


 4 

 
THE OBSTACLE IN OUR PATH 
In ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see 
if anyone would remove the huge rock. Some of the king's wealthiest merchants and courtiers came 
by and simply walked around it. 
 
Many loudly blamed the king for not keeping the roads clear, but none did anything about getting 
the big stone out of the way. Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. On 
approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his burden and tried to move the stone to the side 
of the road. After much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. As the peasant picked up his load 
of vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The purse contained 
many gold coins and a note from the king indicating that the gold was for the person who removed 
the boulder from the roadway. The peasant learned what many others never understand. 
Every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve one's condition.  
 
By: Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


