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1/03/21- Perfecting the Prophetic 2 
 The way Prophecy works- Pastor Larry 

 

 Introduction 
 
The Lord woke me with a dream this past week and began to speak to me about 2021. I grabbed my 
phone and wrote what I heard. 
 
2021 is a year for us as a church to perfect the prophetic 
 
2021 is a year for us to purify our instruments 
 
2021 is a year of promotion from the Lord 
 
 

 What is prophetic? Worship, preaching, and speaking to each other by inspiration 
 
 First it is how we speak to one another even in our worship 

 
Ephesians 5:16-19 (KJV)  
16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  
17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord; 

 
 The word going forth from the pulpit- 1 Peter 4:10-11 “as the oracles of God.” 

1. Gifts-Charis- Endowments- Supernatural gifts charismas of the Holy Spirit 

2. Speaking- 5- Fold ministry callings of Christ and others mentioned 

3. Ministering- Motivational ways to minister grace (The ability God gives) 

 

 It’s how we minister grace to one another not judgment-serving God 
 
Hebrews 12:28 (KJV)  
28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

 
 

 Understanding the Spiritual gifts 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1 (KJV)  
1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.  
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A. We must begin with the trinity of baptisms- We need to be baptized. 

 
 

B. The Trinity of Gifts: The Motivational gifts, the Ministry gifts, and the 
Manifestation gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV) Clearly the trinity is used 
4  Now there are diversities of gifts, (charisma) but the same Spirit. (Manifestations vs. 7, or supernatural 
endowments) 
5  And there are differences of administrations (diakonia), but the same Lord. (Ministries/offices or ways 
to serve) 
6  And there are diversities of operations, (energema) but it is the same God which worketh all in all. (Lit.- 
Different kinds of energies or inside gifts that motivate, but God is the one who energizes all inside with 
Inner workings) 
 

There are three areas of gifts given that Paul taught the church. Each area a set of gifts from one 
part of the Godhead trinity. There are the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit given by Him which 
is the main subject in 1 Cor. 12. Then, there are “administrations” that the Lord gives. These are 
the ministry/office gifts that Jesus gives to the church for leadership. Finally Paul teaches that 
there are “operations” or “energies” that God gives to each and every believer in the body of 
Christ. These are what motivates each believer and helps make up their unique personality. 
 
See Chart 
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The Trinity of Gifts- 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:1-8- ©Booth 

 
Trinity Different     Greek Type of Gift How 

given? 
Scripture 

God “Operations” 

What God does 
“in” us 

Energēma 
“Workings” or 
“Inward 
energies” 

7 Motivation 
Gifts   (serving 
others) 

Come 
with 
salvation 

Romans 
12:1-8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Jesus “Administrations” 

What God does 
“with” us 

diakonia 
“ways to 
serve or 
minister” 
doma-
“Present” 

10 (7) Ministry 
or Office Gifts 
(speaking) 

By Jesus 

Callings 

Ephesians 
4:7-13-          
1 Corinthians 
12:28-30-  

1 Tim. 3:8 

1 Peter 4:11 

Holy 
Spirit 

“Gifts” 

What God does 
“through” us 

Charisma 
“graces” or 
endowments, 
free gift-  

9 (3 of 3) 
Manifestation 
Gifts (of divers 
grace)  

Baptism 
with the 
Holy 
Spirit 

1 Corinthians 
12:7-11 

1Peter 4:10 
 
 

C. All the gifts listed in 4 Pauline passages: 23-26 Categories of gifts listed 

Prophecy simply defined: To prophecy is to speak by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. One Hebrew word is Nabi which means “to flow forth” or “bubble forth like a fountain.” 

Another word for prophecy is massa which means “to lift up.” It is translated sometimes as 

“Seer.” 

2. The Greek word means “To speak for another.”  

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words: “Original Word: 

προφητεία, prophēteia 

Usage Notes: signifies "the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God"  

"Though much of OT prophecy was purely predictive, see Micah 5:2, e.g., and cp. John 
11:51, prophecy is not necessarily, nor even primarily, fore-telling. It is the declaration of that 
which cannot be known by natural means, Matt. 26:68, it is the forth-telling of the will of God, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mic+5%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+26%3A68
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whether with reference to the past, the present, or the future, see Gen. 20:7; Deut. 18:18; 
Rev. 10:11; Rev. 11:3. …”1 

 
3. “Prophecy in its simplest form is divinely inspired and anointed utterance. It is entirely 

supernatural. As speaking with tongues is supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue, so 

Prophecy is supernatural utterance in a known tongue.” Harold Horton The gifts of the Spirit- 

P. 159 

 

                           23-26 Gifts Listed © Pastor Larry Booth 

7 offices given by Jesus 7 given by God 9 given by the Holy Spirit 

5 Ministry/Office Gifts 
Ephesians 4:7-13 

7 Ministry/Office- 7 gifts-  
(5 same +2) 

1Corinthians 12:28-30 

7 Motivational or Serving  gifts 
Romans 12:1-8 

9 Manifestation/Charismatic Gifts 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Apostle              
Prophet             
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher 
 
 
 
Evangelist   
 
 
 
Pastor                          
                                                                                             
---------------------         
 

Apostles- same               
Prophets- same 
 
 
 
 
 
Teachers- same 
 
 
 
Miracles-evangelist possibly 
Gifts of Healing-  evangelist possibly           
 
 
Governments-pastor/elder/bishop 
 
 
 
 
 
Helps- many areas /elders, deacons 
 
 
 
 
Diversities of Tongues 
 

 
Prophecy 
 
 
Exhortation/encouragement 
 
 
Teaching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administration- leads with care 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving 
 
Mercy 
Giving 

Prophesying  

Word of Knowledge 

Word of Wisdom              
Discerning of Spirits  

 

Miracles 

Gifts Healing 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking in Tongues      

Interpretation of Tongues  

Faith-supernatural believing 

 

 

 The operation of the gift of prophecy- the way prophecy works 
 

                                                 
1 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Prophesy". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+20%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+18%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A3
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Acts 19:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied.  
7  And all the men were about twelve. 
 

The gift of prophecy comes with the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 

 We should desire more so to prophecy- Verb: To speak under inspiration 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1 (HCSB)  
1  Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and above all (LB- more so) that you may prophesy. (prophēteuō- 
Strongs- “to speak under inspiration”). 
 

 The manifestation gift in the church- To Prophecy in the congregation equals a 
message in tongues and an interpretation of tongues. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:2-5 (KJV)  
5   I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather (LB-more so) that ye prophesied: for greater is he 
that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying. 
 

 To prophecy is to speak under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit a partial word. It is 
partial knowledge not full knowledge as with the “word of knowledge.” 

 
1 Corinthians 13:9 (KJV)  
9  For we know in part (gr. meros means “in a portion”), and we prophesy in part. 
 
 

 Prophecy (to speak to people under inspiration) should always edify, exhort, and 
comfort. This includes all types of prophecy (Prophets, prophecy motive gift, and 
prophesying). 
 
1 Corinthians 14:3-4 (HCSB)  
3  But the person who prophesies speaks to people for edification, encouragement, and consolation.  
4  The person who speaks in ⌊another⌋ language builds himself up, but he who prophesies builds up the 
church. 
 

Builds up the believers the church 
 
1. Edifies- brings structure to by building up or reinforcing 
2. Encourages- paraklēsis to comfort by consoling or exhorting, “a calling near especially for help”- 

Thayer 
3. Comfort-consolation- paramythia- used 1 time in biblical Greek but Thayer writes: “in classical 

Greek any address, whether made for the purpose of persuading, or of arousing and stimulating, 
or of calming and consoling;”  
 
Prophecy in this sense should always be a confirmation of what God is already speaking to 
you.  
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 Should everyone prophecy? 
 
1. Not all are prophets 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28-31 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  
29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  
30  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?  
31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

2. The more excellent way- Use the gift with charity and everyone desire to prophecy 
 

1 Corinthians 13:2 (KJV)  
2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and 

though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather (Gr. Mallon-More so) that ye may 

prophesy.  

1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  
39  Wherefore, brethren, covet (To be zealous for) to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

3. No one has the ability to prophecy at will- a prophecy is a partial revelation from God 
 

1 Corinthians 14:30-31 (KJV)  
30  If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 

4. To prophecy is to speak a word inspired by God, but is not the written word of God. 
 
2 Peter 1:16-21 (KJV)  
16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  
17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from 

the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  
18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.  
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 

light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  
20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  
21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghost.  

5. Do all prophecy? We should all covet to. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:31 (KJV)  
31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 

Distinguished Professor Wayne Gruden in his book called The Gift of Prophecy wrote of the 
benefits to allowing this gift to operate in our churches today on pages 227-228.  
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“If Paul was eager for the gift of prophecy to function at Corinth, troubled as the church was by 
immaturity, selfishness, divisions, and other problems, then should we not also be eager for this 
gift to function once again in our churches today?” P.227 
 
He then gives three reasons why he believes prophecy would benefit the modern churches 
today. Lastly he says: 
“I am convinced that if the gift of prophecy were allowed to function, at least in some gatherings 
in the life of the church, it would add a rich new measure of vitality in worship, a sense of awe 
that comes from seeing God at work at this very moment and in this very place, the 
overwhelming sense of wonder that causes us to exclaim, “truly God is in this place.” P.228 
 

  (See also chapter 13- Encouraging and regulating prophecy in the local church.) 
 
 

 Shouldn’t we be about reproving the church with prophecy? 
 

 Titus 1- Deceivers 
 

Titus 1:10-13 (KJV)  
10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:  
11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 

not, for filthy lucre's sake. 
12  One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, 

slow bellies.  
13  This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 

 1 Timothy 5:20- Elders who continue (NASB) to sin openly 
 
1 Timothy 5:19-20 (KJV)  
19  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  
20  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 

 2 Timothy 3:16- In context this is for the individual minister who is learning 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV)  
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
17  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:15-  Warn the unruly 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (KJV)  
14  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the 

weak, be patient toward all men. 

 How Jesus said to help one another- Three levels of intercession 
 

Matthew 18:15-17 (KJV)  
15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 

alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  
16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
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three witnesses every word may be established.  
17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let 

him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  

 
 2 Timothy 4:2- Instructions to Timothy to preach the word not his feelings or opinions and to do 

so with all longsuffering and teaching of doctrine. A minister should allow time and teaching to 
reach a person before he rebukes openly. 
 

2 Timothy 4:2-4 (KJV)  
2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 

and doctrine.  
3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  
4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

 Galatians 6:1-2- If you can’t do this first you have no right rebuking anyone in the church 
 

Galatians 6:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 

meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  
2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  

 

 Using the Prophetic in church- A “word of prophecy” given in church is generally for 
the believers while assembled, but God can use this gift to convict unbelievers. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:22-25 (KJV)  
22  Wherefore tongues (LB- unknown to the speaker but known to a specific unbeliever or group) are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying ( LB- in a church service) serveth not 
for them that believe not, but for them which believe.  
23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come 
in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?  
24  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced (LB- 
convicted) of all, he is judged of all:  
25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, 
and report that God is in you of a truth. 
1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (HCSB)  
24  But if all are prophesying and some unbeliever or uninformed person comes in, he is convicted by all and is 
judged by all.  
25  The secrets of his heart will be revealed, and as a result he will fall facedown and worship God, proclaiming, 
“God is really among you.” 
 

 The Holy Spirit does the convicting- John 16:7-11 (KJV)  
John 16:7-11 (KJV)  
7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  
8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  
9  Of sin, because they believe not on me;  
10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;  
11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 


