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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 9 
 

Things to come-Premillennialism-  
 
 
 Things to come- different theological positions-  Please pre-read supplemental 

materials 
 
 

            Areas to understand with church history 
 

      Apostles, Church Fathers, Catholic, Protestant,  
Protestant reformers: Lutheranism, Anabaptist, Calvinism, Arminianism, Finney 

Premillennial, postmillennial, Amillennial 
Dispensational, Reformed, Covenant 
       Futurist, Historical, Preterist 

Pentecostal, Cessationsist, New Calvinist, Bapticostal 
  Pre-Tribulation Rapture, mid-Trib., post-Trib. Rapture 
  

 

Intro: Rev. 19:11-16, 20:1-7 

 
1000 literal years (Millennial) are mentioned 6 times-placed after the return of Jesus to the earth in Rev. 
19. This is where we get a futurist premillennial viewpoint from. Many have tried to spiritualize these 
passages and teach a non-literal viewpoint of the 1000 year future reign of Christ. 

 
Revelation 19:11-12 (KJV)  
11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  
12   His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that 
no man knew, but he himself… 
 
Revelation 20:1-7 (KJV)  
1  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in 
his hand.  
2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
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thousand years,  
3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive 
the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little 
season.  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.  
7  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,  
 

 
 What is eschatology? 

The study of things to come 
 

 What is Hermeneutics? The ways we study the Bible 
 
From the Greek word hermeneuo, which means to explain or interpret. It is the branch of theology 
that focuses on identifying and applying sound principles of biblical interpretation. 

 

 What is premillennialism? The belief that Christ will return to the earth before the 
1000 year period (Millennial). 
(Chart from Pastor David Legge- Read his sermon online about this subject (Legge, David. (2004) Crucial 

Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml ) 
 

 
 
1. He will return! All major groups believe this. So we are agreed on this. 

https://www.preachtheword.com/studies/sscqcr.html
https://www.preachtheword.com/studies/sscqcr.html
https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml
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Acts 1:11 (KJV)  
11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 
2. Definition:  

The term premillennial conveys the thought that Christ comes before the Millennium.1 The 
word Millennium literally means 1000 years. 
 
'Millennium' is made up of two Latin words, it's made up of the word 'mille' which means 
'1000', and the word 'annum' which means 'years'. Pre-millennialists are those who believe that 
Christ's Millennial reign is a literal 'mille-annum', 1000 years reign on the earth.2 
 

3. Does it matter to our Salvation, Spirituality, or Christian fellowship? Not really. However the 
premillennial viewpoint and the teaching of the imminent return of Christ has kept the church 
alert and waiting for Jesus. 
 

Many Church Fathers before us have said, that “in the Christian church at large on essentials, 
there ought to be unity, on nonessentials, liberty; and in all things charity.”  

 

David Legge- “To a large extent the method of your Bible interpretation is affected on the 
whole, by the view that you take on how to interpret prophecy”3 

 
          See history of Premillennialism below 

 

 Are there other views? Yes 
 

1. Amillennial- Reformed Theology is generally amillennial today (that there is no literal 1,000 
year kingdom of Christ on earth). See Chart from preachtheword.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 13). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press.  
2 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml  
3 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+13&off=90&ctx=ll+that+follows+it.+~The+term+premillenni
file:///C:/Users/pasto/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
file:///C:/Users/pasto/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
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a) Definition of Amillennialism- The future kingdom is spiritual not literal 

David Legge- “They believe that the future kingdom that's foretold in Daniel's prophecy 
chapter 2 and chapter 7 is a totally spiritual kingdom in nature - not literal on the earth for 
1000 years, but that kingdom consists of perhaps a few things. It either consists of the 
church age, you and I down here on earth now as we live for Christ; or it can also consist of 
Christ's present rule from heaven over the hearts of all His believing people down on the 
earth; or it can also consist of the future eternal state - what we would call the new heaven 
and the new earth. When Christ comes there will be a general resurrection of all the dead, 
there will be a general judgment and the sheep and the goats will be separated, and then 
the end will come of this present earth and the immediate future eternal state will be 
ushered in.”4 

 
b) History 

“In the early days of his Christian faith Augustine (354-430) was premillennial. However, 
through time he abandoned the idea of a literal return of Christ to establish a physical 
kingdom on earth. He used this new allegorical method of interpretation to explain away 
the literal return of Christ and thus amillennialism was born. In his book, The City of God, 
Augustine taught that the Universal Church is the Messianic Kingdom and that the 
millennium began with Christ's first coming. When the church lost the hope of the 
imminent return of Christ it plunged headlong into the dark ages. The seeds of false 
interpretation bore fruit giving rise to Roman Catholicism and a works-based religion. 
Augustine's amillennial teaching continued to be the standard view of organized 
Christendom until the 17th century. Occasionally premillennial groups challenged that 
doctrine through out the dark ages, but they were a small voice compared to the powerful 
Roman Catholic Church.  
On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg… When the reformers broke away from the Roman Catholic church, 
they carried a lot of baggage with them. Amillennialism was one such fetter that kept the 
church in bondage to the law… When Martin Luther stepped away from the Roman 
Catholic church he drug with him the ball and chain of amillennialism's law-based 
teachings. The Lutheran, Reformed, and Anglican reformers rejected premillennialism as 
being merely "Jewish opinions." They continued to maintain the amillennial view which the 
Roman Catholic church had adopted from Augustine.” 5 

 

                                                      
4 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 
5 Bob Nyberg. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. Article. 
http://www.4himnet.com/bnyberg/dispensationalism02.html 

file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:f123916bdd8a489495c82108d06d5fc4?art=a_dispensationalism101contrastingd_ispensationalismcovenanttheology&off=13576&ctx=f+premillennialism.+~In+the+early+days+of
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“Augustine was the first Christian, the first Christian, to teach that the organized catholic 
universal church of Christ is the Messianic kingdom and the millennial reign today that 
began with the first coming of our Lord Jesus.”6 

 
 

Lewis Berkhof Systematic Theology- “It has ever since been the view most widely 
accepted, is the only view that is either expressed or implied in the great historical 
Confessions of the Church, and has always been the prevalent view in Reformed circles.”7 

 
 
 

2. Postmillennial- Kingdom Now- The view that Christ returns after an indeterminate golden age 
where society yields to the reforming influence of Christianity. See point F (4b) below 

 

 
 

a) Definition- See chart from Preachtheword.com 
 

“Now they believe in a literal kingdom of God upon the earth, maybe not a literal thousand 
years, but they believe that it will not be established by the Lord Jesus Christ coming to the 
earth and issuing in a thousand year reign on the earth, but instead through human effort - 
that means you and me as Christians, and the word in general through the effort of man's 
expanding knowledge, his new discoveries and inventions, his dominion over nature 
increasing as technology and science evolves, and also primarily in the Christian Church the 
expanding influence of Bible-believing Christians - they believe that we can usher in the 
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.”8 
 

                                                      
6 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 
7 Berkhof, L. (1938) Systematic Theology. (p. 708). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans publishing co. 
8 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 

file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
https://ref.ly/logosres/stberkhof?ref=Page.p+708&off=2082&ctx=heyday+of+Chiliasm.+~It+has+ever+since+be
file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
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“Postmillennialism expects that eventually the vast majority of men living will be saved. 
Increasing gospel success will gradually produce a time in history prior to Christ's return in 
which faith, righteousness, peace, and prosperity will prevail in the affairs of men and of 
nations. After an extensive era of such conditions Jesus Christ will return visibly, bodily, and 
gloriously, to end history with the general resurrection and the final judgment after which 
the eternal order follows.”9 

 
b) History- After 17 Centuries- The golden age 

 
C. Larkin- “Rev. Daniel Whitby (1638-1726), a clergyman of the Church of England, who 
claimed that in reading the promises made to the Jews in the Old Testament of their 
restoration as a nation, and the re-establishment of the Throne of David, he was led to see 
that these promises were spiritual and applied to the Church. This view he called a "New 
Hypothesis." He claimed that Israel and Mount Zion represented the Church. That the 
promised submission of the Gentiles to the Jews was simply prophetic of the conversion of 
the Gentiles and their entrance into the Church. That the lying down of the lion and the 
lamb together typified the reconciliation of the Old and New natures, and that the 
establishment of an outward and visible kingdom at Jerusalem, over which Christ and the 
saints should reign, was gross and carnal, and contrary to reason, as it implied the mingling 
together of human and spiritual beings on the earth. His "New Hypothesis" was that by the 
preaching of the Gospel Mohammedanism would be overthrown, the Jews converted, the 
Papal Church with the Pope (Antichrist) would be destroyed, and there would follow a 
1000 years of righteousness and peace known as the Millennium; at the close of which 
there would be a short period of Apostasy, ending in the return of Christ. There would then 
be a general resurrection of the dead, followed by a general judgment, the earth would be 
destroyed by fire and eternity would begin. The times were favorable for the "New 
Theory." A reaction had set in from the open infidelity of those days. All England was in a 
religious fervor. The "Great Awakening" followed under Whitefield and Wesley, and it 
looked, as Whitby claimed, that the Millennium was about to be ushered in. That he was 
mistaken the events of history since that time have shown. It is evident that we are not in 
the Millennium now. Nevertheless his "Theory" was favorably received everywhere, and 
spread with great rapidity and became an established doctrine of the Church, and is what 
is known today as the "Post-Millennial" view of the Second Coming of Christ, and supposed 
to be the orthodox faith of the Church. In short, "Post-Millennialism, " as advocated in our 
day, is barely 200 years old, while "Pre-Millennialism" dates back to the days of Isaiah and 
Daniel.” 10  

 

Legge- “Let me say first of all that many of the most godly men that ever lived were post-
millennial. During the 17th and 18th centuries there were revivals, of course there was 

                                                      
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmillennialism 
10 Larkin, C. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (p. 8). Philadelphia, PA: Clarence Larkin. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+8&off=677&ctx=as+furnished+by+the+~Rev.+Daniel+Whitby+(
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Reformation, and then there was revival age - men like Whitefield and Wesley, men like 
Jonathan Edwards, Hodge and his great theology, post-millennial men”11 

 
The great Catholic theologian Thomas Aquinas and reformed theologians Charles Hodge 
and B.B. Warfield were proponents of this view. Southern Baptist theologian James P. Boyce 
influenced by Hodge seemed to be also, from his statement in his systematic theology: 
“Whatever different opinions may be held as to its being at death to each one, or at one 
special time to all, or that the time is longer, or shorter, or long enough to include the 
thousand years which the Millenarians suppose to intervene between the judgement of the 
righteous, and the end of judgement in that of the wicked, it is admitted by all that the 
judgement will be universal.”12 
 

 

 The time of the Second Coming is key to understanding our future Luke 1:33- two 
comings merged into one prophecy to Mary 

  
Luke 1:31-33 (KJV)  
31  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  
32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David:  
33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

 
 

 History proves premillennialism was taught first 
 

1. Larkin-“The fact is, the question of whether Christ's return will precede or follow the 
Millennium antedates the Apocalypse.” The Old Testament prophets in plain language, and in 
glowing terms, foretold an era or age of universal righteousness and peace on this earth, 
under the reign of "Messiah the Prince." 13 
 

2. Acts 1:6- After the resurrection Jesus did not rebuke his disciples for believing this. 
 

3. The passage in Revelation simply confirms this tradition. Larkin-“Expunge the passage and you 
do not weaken the argument; you only leave as uncertain the length of time that Age shall 
last.”14 
 

4. The Apostolic Church was Pre-Millennial, and for over 200 years no other view was 
entertained as church doctrine.  

 

                                                      
11 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 
12 Boyce, J. P. (2010). Abstract of Systematic Theology (p. 463). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
13 Larkin, Clarence. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (p. 7). Philadelphia, PA:. 
14 ibid 

file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
https://ref.ly/logosres/abststboyce?ref=Page.p+463&off=1515&ctx=nclude+all+mankind.+~Whatever+different+o
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+8&off=677&ctx=as+furnished+by+the+~Rev.+Daniel+Whitby+(


Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                        Chp 9- Things to Come: Premillennialism 

 

8 
 

a) Bob Nyberg- “For the first three centuries the predominant belief of the early church was 
that Jesus Christ would literally return to the earth to reign for a thousand years. A number 
of historians have documented this belief of the early church Fathers. However, around 
170 A.D. certain factors began to undermine the belief of Christ's literal return to establish 
a physical earthly kingdom.  
The book of Revelation written by the Apostle John ends with the Lord Jesus declaring, 
"Behold, I come quickly (20:20)". About a hundred years had passed and this promise had 
yet to be fulfilled. Obviously, something was wrong! Some church leaders in Asia Minor 
decided to reject the book of Revelation from the canon of Scripture. They may have 
reasoned that this supposed declaration by Jesus must somehow be false. In actuality 
there were a number of factors that influenced them in their decision to reject Revelation 
from the canon of Scripture:  

o A certain group of Christians had taken their premillennial beliefs to an unhealthy 
extreme. Therefore anyone who believed that Jesus would return to establish a literal 
kingdom upon earth was viewed with suspicion.  

o Many early Christians taught that Christ would soon return and crush the Roman power 
that was ruling the empire. Some of the leaders of the early church felt that it would be 
better to sacrifice their premillennial belief rather than face more intense persecution.  

o There was also a strong anti-Semitic spirit in the eastern church. The thought of Christ 
regathering Israel to their land was an abomination to them.  

o A new method of Biblical interpretation known as Alexandrian theology greatly 
changed the view of Scripture. Origen (185-254) and other scholars in Alexandria 
developed a system of Biblical interpretation based on allegory. Origen and his 
contemporaries were greatly influenced by pagan Greek philosophy. They tried to 
integrate this into their theology.” 15 

 
Cullen Ayer in his book 'A Sourcebook for Ancient Church History', says these words - I 
quote: 'Primitive Church history was marked by great chilistic enthusiasm' - that is this 
belief in the thousand year reign of Christ.”16 

 

“Though not much was written about this aspect of eschatology during the first century of 
Christianity, most of the available writings from the period reflect a millenarianist 
perspective (sometimes referred to as chiliasm). Bishop, Papias of Hierapolis (A.D. 70–155) 
speaks in favor of a pre-millennial position in volume three of his five volume work and his 
sentiments were echoed by Aristion and the elder John, as well as other first-hand disciples 
and secondary followers.  Though most writings of the time tend to favor a millennial 
perspective, the amillennial position may have also been present in this early period, as 
suggested in the Epistle of Barnabus, and it would become the ascendant view during the 

                                                      
15 Nyberg, Bob. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. Article. 
http://www.4himnet.com/bnyberg/dispensationalism02.html 
16 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millenarianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papias_of_Hierapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papias_of_Hierapolis#Fragments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Patmos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Barnabus
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:f123916bdd8a489495c82108d06d5fc4?art=a_dispensationalism101contrastingd_ispensationalismcovenanttheology&off=13576&ctx=f+premillennialism.+~In+the+early+days+of
file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
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next two centuries. Church fathers of the second century that rejected the Millennium 
were Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Cyprian.  Justin Martyr (died 165), who had 
chiliastic tendencies in his theology, mentions differing views in his Dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew, chapter 80: "I and many others are of this opinion [premillennialism], and 
[believe] that such will take place, as you assuredly are aware; but, on the other hand, I 
signified to you that many who belong to the pure and pious faith, and are true Christians, 
think otherwise." -From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
 
b)  Clarence Larkin’s full quote in his book Dispensational truth: 
  

“The writings of the "Church Fathers" abound in evidence of the fact. But about A. D. 250, 
Origen, one of the Church Fathers, conceived the idea that the words of Scripture were but 
the "husk" in which was hid the' "kernel" of Scripture truth. At once he began to 
"Allegorize" and "Spiritualize" the Scriptures, and thus founded that school of 
"Allegorizing" and "Spiritualizing" interpreters of Scripture, from which the Church and the 
Bible have suffered so much. The result was that the Church largely ceased to look for the 
Lord to return and set up an earthly kingdom.  
 
When Constantine became sole Emperor of Rome in A. D. 323, being favorable to 
Christianity, he united Church and State. A new difficulty now arose in the interpretation of 
Scripture. If, as was at that time believed, Rome was to be the seat of Antichrist, the 
question arose, or rather was suspiciously whispered-- 'Is Constantine the Antichrist? '  
Such a notion was unpalatable to the Roman Emperor, and so a convenient explanation 
was discovered and adopted, that Antichrist was "Pagan Rome, " and that the Millennium 
commenced when Constantine ascended the throne. This was given color by the great gifts 
and privileges bestowed on the Church by Constantine, and led to the claim that the 
Millennial blessings of the Old Testament had been transferred from the Jews to the 
Christian Church. But the claim that the "Papal Church" was the Antichrist would not down. 
When it was found impossible to expunge the Book of Revelation from the sacred canon, it 
was decided to lock up the Scriptures, and the Bible became a sealed book, and the gloom 
of night settled down upon all Christendom. The result was the "Dark Ages." But amid the 
gloom God was not without witnesses to the truth. The Paulicians, Albigeneses, 
Waldenses, and other sects, bore testimony to the Premillennial return of the Lord. 
 
But the darkness was not eternal. When the fulness of time was come the "Morning Star" 
of the Reformation, John Wycliffe, arose, and was soon followed by the "Sun," Martin 
Luther, the brightness of whose light dispelled the darkness. The doctrine of the 
Premillennial Return of the Lord was revived, but the Reformers did not go far enough. The 
period was one of religious strife and the formation of new religious sects. The result was 
an ebb of Spirituality and the growth of Rationalism, which refused to believe that the 
world was fast ripening for judgment, and a new interpretation of the Millennial Reign of 
Christ was demanded. This interpretation was furnished by the Rev. Daniel Whitby (1638-
1726), a clergyman of the Church of England, who claimed that in reading the promises 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justin_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dialogue_with_Trypho_the_Jew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dialogue_with_Trypho_the_Jew
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made to the Jews in the Old Testament of their restoration as a nation, and the re-
establishment of the Throne of David, he was led to see that these promises were spiritual 
and applied to the Church.  
 
This view he called a "New Hypothesis." He claimed that Israel and Mount Zion 
represented the Church. That the promised submission of the Gentiles to the Jews was 
simply prophetic of the conversion of the Gentiles and their entrance into the Church. That 
the lying down of the lion and the lamb together typified the reconciliation of the Old and 
New natures, and that the establishment of an outward and visible kingdom at Jerusalem, 
over which Christ and the saints should reign, was gross and carnal, and contrary to reason, 
as it implied the mingling together of human and spiritual beings on the earth.  
 
His "New Hypothesis" was that by the preaching of the Gospel Mohammedanism would be 
overthrown, the Jews converted, the Papal Church with the Pope (Antichrist) would be 
destroyed, and there would follow a 1000 years of righteousness and peace known as the 
Millennium; at the close of which there would be a short period of Apostasy, ending in the 
return of Christ. There would then be a general resurrection of the dead, followed by a 
general judgment, the earth would be destroyed by fire and eternity would begin.  
 
The times were favorable for the "New Theory." A reaction had set in from the open 
infidelity of those days. All England was in a religious fervor. The "Great Awakening" 
followed under Whitefield and Wesley, and it looked, as Whitby claimed, that the 
Millennium was about to be ushered in. That he was mistaken the events of history since 
that time have shown. It is evident that we are not in the Millennium now. Nevertheless 
his "Theory" was favorably received everywhere, and spread with great rapidity and 
became an established doctrine of the Church, and is what is known today as the "Post-
Millennial" view of the Second Coming of Christ, and supposed to be the orthodox faith of 
the Church. In short, "Post-Millennialism, " as advocated in our day, is barely 200 years old, 
while "Pre-Millennialism" dates back to the days of Isaiah and Daniel.” 17 

 
 
c) The Bible only teaches a Pre-Millennial viewpoint 

 
Pastor David Legge- “Thomas Ice is an authority on prophetic Scriptures, and in a discourse 
that he gave just there in 2003 on the subject: 'The Unscriptural Theologies of 
Amillennialism and Post-Millennialism', which he gave to the pre-Tribulation study group, 
he said these words - and it's with these words that I want to conclude. They're up here on 
the screen if you can see them, but I'll read them out to you - he says this, and I say it too: 
'More could be said, suffice to say that neither post-, or a-millennialism is taught in the 
Bible'. That's an astounding statement, but it's true - neither a- nor post-millennialism is 
taught in the Bible: 'Show me a single text that teaches it! Pre-millennialism can be 
inductively gleaned from Revelation 20, in fact that is why we have these terms pre-

                                                      
17 Larkin, C. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (p. 8). Philadelphia, PA: Clarence Larkin. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+8&off=677&ctx=as+furnished+by+the+~Rev.+Daniel+Whitby+(
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millennialism, a-millennialism, post-millennialism - because Revelation 20 speaks of a 1000 
year reign of Christ that will take place after His return in Revelation 19'. Now mark this 
statement, the next paragraph: 'Since sound theology should be developed from the Bible 
itself, and since the Bible teaches only a single viewpoint on any issue, a-millennialism and 
post-millennialism are nowhere to be found - but pre-millennialism is found in every page 
of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation'. Now mark these words: 'The strength of pre-
millennialism is the text of Scripture, study it, teach it, proclaim it, hope in it, live it - 
Maranatha!'.”18 

 
 

 Premillennialists are divided into three different "Schools of Interpretation," which 
are fundamentally antagonistic, known as the "Preterist," "Historical" and 
"Futurist" Schools. –Clarence Larkin 

 
1. Preterist- 

This viewpoint is now generally amillennial (no-millennial) or post-millennial and is held by 
many reformed and covenant theologians. 
 
According to preterism, all prophecy in the Bible is really past history. The preterist 
interpretation of Scripture regards the book of Revelation as a symbolic picture of first-century 
conflicts, not a description of what will occur in the end times. The term preterism comes from 
the Latin praeter, meaning “past.” Thus, preterism is the view that the biblical prophecies 
concerning the “end times” have already been fulfilled—in the past. 

 
The "Preterist School"-originated with the Jesuit Alcazar. His view was first put forth as a 
complete scheme in his work on the Apocalypse, published in A. D. 1614. It limits the scope of 
the Apocalypse to the events of the Apostle John's life, and affirms that the whole prophecy 
was fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, and the subsequent fall of the persecuting 
Roman Empire, thus making the Emperor Nero the "Antichrist." 
 
The purpose of the scheme was transparent, it was to relieve the Papal Church from the stigma 
of being called the "Harlot Church" and the Pope from being called the "Antichrist." It is a view 
that is now but little advocated. (Note: This theory now has been revived greatly in the last 100 
years) 

 
2. Historical 

 
Sometimes spoken of as the "Presentist" scheme, interprets the Apocalypse as a series of 
prophecies predicting the events that were to happen in the world and in the Church from 
John's day to the end of time. The advocates of this School interpret the symbols of the Book of 
Revelation as referring to certain historical events that have and are happening in the world. 
They claim that "Antichrist" is a "System" rather than a "Person," and is represented by the 

                                                      
18 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01. 
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Harlot Church of Rome. They interpret the "Time Element" in the Book on the "Year Day Scale." 
This School has had some very able and ingenious advocates. This view, like the preceding was 
unknown to the early church. It appeared about the middle of the Twelfth Century, and was 
systematized in the beginning of the Thirteenth Century by the Abbot Joachim. Subsequently it 
was adopted and applied to the Pope by the forerunners and leaders of the Reformation, and 
may be said to have reached its zenith in Mr. Ellicott's "Horae Apocalypticae." It is frequently 
called the Protestant interpretation because it regards Popery as exhausting all that has been 
predicted of the Antichristian power. It was a powerful and formidable weapon in the hands of 
the leaders of the Reformation, and the conviction of its truthfulness nerved them to "love not 
their lives unto the death." It was the secret of the martyr heroism of the Sixteenth Century. 
(Post-tribulation rapture). 

 
3. Futurist- Pre-Tribulationist 

 
The "Futurist School" interprets the language of the Apocalypse "literally," except such symbols 
as are named as such, and holds that the whole of the Book, from the end of the third chapter, 
is yet "future" and unfulfilled, and that the greater part of the Book, from the beginning of 
chapter six to the end of chapter nineteen, describes what shall come to pass during the last 
week of "Daniel's Seventy Weeks." This view, while it dates in modern times only from the close 
of the Sixteenth Century, is really the most ancient of the three. It was held in many of its 
prominent features by the primitive Fathers of the Church, and is one of the early 
interpretations of Scripture truth that sunk into oblivion with the growth of Papacy, and that 
has been restored to the Church in these last times. In its present form it may be said to have 
originated at the end of the Sixteenth Century, with the Jesuit Ribera, who, actuated by the 
same motive as the Jesuit Alcazar, sought to rid the Papacy of the stigma of being called the 
"Antichrist, " and so referred the prophecies of the Apocalypse to the distant future. This view 
was accepted by the Roman Catholic Church and was for a long time confined to it, but, strange 
to say, it has wonderfully revived since the beginning of the Nineteenth Century, and that 
among Protestants. It is the most largely accepted of the three views., It has been charged with 
ignoring the Papal and Mohammedan systems, but this is far from the truth, for it looks upon 
them as foreshadowed in the Scriptures, and sees in them the "Type" of those great "Anti-
Types" yet future, the "-Beast" and the "False Prophet." 19 

 
 

 Pre, Mid and post Rapture positions are all premillennial teachings 
 

These are just different beliefs of when the Rapture of the church will happen in relation to the 
future great Tribulation of 7 years. But all before the future Millennial period. More later on this 
subject. 
 

 
 

                                                      
19 Larkin, Clarence. Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“. (p.9). Philadelphia, PA: 1918.  
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Chart from David Legge-Preachtheword.com20 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
20 Legge, David. (2004) Sermon title “Rapture, fact or farytale?” https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq02.shtml 


