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JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 10 
 

Things to come continued- 

Dispensationalism-  
 

 

 
Things to come- different theological positions-  

 

Areas to understand with church history 
 

          Apostles, Church Fathers, Catholic, Protestant,  
  Protestant reformers: Lutheranism, Anabaptist, Calvinism, Arminianism, Finney 

Premillennial, postmillennial, Amillennial 
Dispensational, Reformed, Covenant 
       Futurist, Preterist, Historical 

Pentecostal, Cessationsist, New Calvinist, Bapticostal 
  Pre-Tribulation Rapture, mid-Trib., post-Trib. Rapture 
  

 

Review: 
 

What is premillennialism? 
Definition: The term premillennial conveys the thought that Christ comes before the Millennium.1 
The word Millennium literally means 1000 years.  
 
'Millennium' is made up of two Latin words, it's made up of the word 'mille' which means '1000', 
and the word 'annum' which means 'years'. Pre-millennialists are those who believe that Christ's 
Millennial reign is a literal 'mille-annum', 1000 years reign on the earth.2 

                                                      
1 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 13). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
2 Legge, David. (2004) Crucial Questions on Christ’s Return. https://www.preachtheword.com/sermon/cq01.shtml 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+13&off=90&ctx=ll+that+follows+it.+~The+term+premillenni
file:///C:/Users/pasto/OneDrive/Documents/sermons/Pastor%20Larry%20audios%20and%20current%20sermons/2017%20messages/rapture/Rapture%20series%20edited/Crucial%20Questions%20on%20Christ's%20Return
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Are there other views? Yes 
 

1. Postmillennial- Christ returns after an indeterminate golden age where society yields to the 

reforming influence of Christianity (See point D below). 

2. Amillennial- Reformed Theology is generally amillennial today (there is no literal 1,000 kingdom 

of Christ on earth). 

Premillennialists are divided into three different "Schools of Interpretation, " which 
are fundamentally antagonistic, known as the "Preterist, " "Historical" and 
"Futurist" Schools. -Larkin 

 
1. Preterist- According to preterism, all prophecy in the Bible is really history. The preterist 
interpretation of Scripture regards the book of Revelation as a symbolic picture of first-century 
conflicts, not a description of what will occur in the end times. 
 
2. Historical- The advocates of this School interpret the symbols of the Book of Revelation as 
referring to certain historical events that have and are happening in the world. They claim that 
"Antichrist" is a "System" rather than a "Person," and is represented by the Harlot Church of Rome. 
(These believe in post-tribulation rapture). 
 
3. Futurist- The "Futurist School" interprets the language of the Apocalypse "literally, " except such 
symbols as are named as such, and holds that the whole of the Book, from the end of the third 
chapter, is yet "future" and unfulfilled, and that the greater part of the Book, from the beginning of 
chapter six to the end of chapter nineteen, describes what shall come to pass during the last week 
of "Daniel's Seventy Weeks." (Pre-tribulationist). 
 

Pre, Mid and post Rapture positions are all premillennial teachings 
 

 

 What is dispensationalism? 
 
Part Two Intro: Romans 12:2 

 
Romans 12:2 (KJV)  
2  And be not conformed to this world (dispensation or age): but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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The definition advanced by the late Dr. C. I. Scofield (Scofield Reference Bible, p. 5), namely, “A 
dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in respect of obedience to some specific 
revelation of the will of God. Seven such dispensations are distinguished in Scripture.”3 

 

“The New Scofield Bible, though beginning the note on dispensations with the same sentence as 
the original Scofield, continues with four paragraphs of elaboration. Among other matters those 
added paragraphs focus on the concepts of (1) a deposit of divine revelation, (2) man's stewardship 
responsibility to that revelation, and (3) the time period during which a dispensation operates. Also 
it is made quite clear that dispensations are not separate ways of salvation; rather, there is only 
one way of salvation-"by God's grace through the work of Christ... on the cross."4 More recent 
nondispensationalists seem to prefer not to interact with this expanded definition/description in 
their discussions about dispensationalism.” 5 6 
 

 

 Is Dispensationalist theology a new concept? No 
 

L.S. Chafer-“Abundant evidence for this statement may be drawn from the works of the early 
church fathers, even going back to the Didache (65-80 AD), which evidence establishes the fact that 
Chiliasm (pre-millennialism), with those dispensational divisions which belong to it, was the 
orthodox faith of the early church and was far from the heresy that some writers represent it to 
have been.”7 

 
“The term anno Domini is intensely dispensational in itself and the familiar dictum attributed to 
Augustine (354–430, A.D.), “Distinguish the ages and the Scriptures harmonize,” could hardly 
be considered modern. Until the distortive spiritualizing method of interpretation was 
introduced by the scholars of the Alexandrian School there was no formulated opposition to 
the simple belief in and understanding of all that the Sacred Text implies.”8 Lewis Chafer 

 
Augustine later abandoned his former beliefs. 

 
 Modern history of Dispensational teaching 

 
“The reformation brought back the truth of salvation by grace, but reverted to the law for living 
the Christian life. This law-grace paradox continued to plague the church until John Nelson Darby 
and his contemporaries came on the scene in the early 1800's. Darby adopted the literal, historical-

                                                      
3 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press. (Chapter 2 under 

“Definitions”).  
4 New Scofield Reference Bible (New York: Oxford, 1967), 3. 
5 E.g., John H. Gerstner, Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth (Brentwood, Tenn.: Wolgemuth & Hyatt, 1991), 152, 270. 
6 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press (Chapter 2 under 

“Definitions”). 
7 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 11). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press.  
8 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 11). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:d4a2cb944c4c41cf86e8b472f616db7d?art=a_2-whatisadispensation&off=1009&ctx=of+the+will+of+God.+~Seven+such+dispensat
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:d4a2cb944c4c41cf86e8b472f616db7d?art=a_2-whatisadispensation&off=1009&ctx=of+the+will+of+God.+~Seven+such+dispensat
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+11&off=1283&ctx=+the+early+fathers%2c+~even+going+back+to+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+11&off=1283&ctx=+the+early+fathers%2c+~even+going+back+to+t
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grammatical method of Bible interpretation. As Darby studied God's Word in this light, the 
distinction between Israel and the church seemed to leap off the pages of Scripture before his eyes. 
He and his contemporaries took the truths of dispensationalism and put them into a more 
systematized form. God used this to restore to the church not only the imminent, premillennial 
return of Christ, but also the teachings of grace for living the Christian life.  
During the time period between Luther and Darby, covenant theology came into being. 
Unfortunately, it reflected the "law-based" doctrine of Amillennialism.  
Covenant theology was introduced to America primarily through the Puritans. Dispensational 
theology came to America primarily through Brethren teachers such as Darby and his 
contemporaries.” 9 

 

Do your research and don’t always spiritualize everything! 

 
 

 Basic beliefs of a dispensationalist- 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  
15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

 
KEY: To rightly divide the word. There are divisions in Scripture of time and history with specific 
revelations to men in those time divisions.  
 
Dispensationalists, first are conservative, evangelical Christians. Good books to study this subject: 
Charles Ryrie’s Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated ; Lewis Sperry Chafer’s  
Dispensationalism. ; Dwight Pentecost’s Things to come; Finnis Dake’s God’s plan for man, and Ages 
and Dispensations; and Clarence Larkin’s Dispensational Truth. 

 
1. Definitions of the word dispensation: 

H.A. Ironside: “The word “dispensation” is found several times in the pages of our English 
Bible and is a translation of the Greek word “oikonomia.” This word, strictly speaking, means 
“house order.” It might be translated “administration,” “order,” or “stewardship.” In each 
successive age, God gives to men of faith a certain stewardship, or makes known to them a 
certain order or administration, in accordance with which they are responsible to behave. A 
dispensation then is a period of time in which God is dealing with men in some way in which 
He has not dealt with them before. Only when a new revelation from God is given, does a 
dispensation change.”10 

 

                                                      
9 Nyberg, Bob. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. Article. 
http://www.4himnet.com/bnyberg/dispensationalism02.html 
10 Ironside, H. A. (1938). Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth: Ultra-Dispensationalism Examined in the Light of Holy Scripture 
(pp. 5–6). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:d4a2cb944c4c41cf86e8b472f616db7d?art=a_itanswerstheneedofaphilosophyofhistory&off=366354&ctx=+COVENANT+THEOLOGY+%0a~Formal+definitions+o
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer;ref=Page.p_11;off=752;ctx=vative_theologians._~The_term_anno_Domini
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:f123916bdd8a489495c82108d06d5fc4?art=a_dispensationalism101contrastingd_ispensationalismcovenanttheology&off=13576&ctx=f+premillennialism.+~In+the+early+days+of
https://ref.ly/logosres/wrnglydivwrd?ref=Page.p+5&off=1126&ctx=pprehend+His+truth.%0a~The+word+%E2%80%9Cdispensati
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Charles Ryrie: “The Greek word oikonomia comes from the verb that means to manage, 
regulate, administer, and plan.”11 “The word itself is a compound whose parts mean literally "to 
divide, apportion, administer or manage the affairs of an inhabited house." In the papyri the 
officer {oikonomos) who administered a dispensation was referred to as a steward or manager 
of an estate, or as a treasurer.12 Thus, the central idea in the word dispensation is that of 
managing or administering the affairs of a household.” 13 

God’s plan for the ages- 

Ephesians 1:10 (KJV)  
10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

Grace Ambassadors: “The Bible was inspired over the course of 1400 years and its content 
spans from eternity to eternity. It is precisely because of this great span of application and 
audience that great respect must be given to the distinct revelations of God. This is called 
dispensational Bible study, and its method is described in Scripture as "rightly dividing the word 
of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). Each new dispensation can change what we know about God's will 
and how we respond. These changes must be marked clearly… 

All Scripture is profitable for our learning, but not every instruction is for our participation. It is 
necessary to discern the intended audience of God's revelations. To whom was God speaking?  
There are many instructions in the Bible for past saints or future Israel that do not address 
anyone in the church today.” 14  

2. The Literal historical interpretation of Scripture first, then figurative second. 

“Dispensationalism is based upon the golden rule of interpretation: “When the plain sense of 
Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take every word at its primary, 
ordinary, usual meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, studied in light of related 
passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise.” Bob Nyberg 
 
 

3. God has and will deal with the angels and mankind in different dispensations or ages in time- 

4. Chafer: “What men, then, according to these definitions, should be classed as dispensationalists? 

The answer to this question might be stated in a variety of ways. Three of these may suffice: (1) 

Any person is a dispensationalist who trusts the blood of Christ rather than bringing an animal 

sacrifice. (2) Any person is a dispensationalist who disclaims any right or title to the land which 

God covenanted to Israel for an everlasting inheritance. And (3) any person is a dispensationalist 

                                                      
11 W. F. Arndt and F. W Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1957), 562. 
12 J. H. Moulton and George Milligan, (1949) The Vocabulary of the Greek Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 442-43. 
13 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press (Chapter 2) 
14 http://www.dispensationalchart.com/read.php Chart from GraceAmbassadors.com 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:d4a2cb944c4c41cf86e8b472f616db7d?art=a_2-whatisadispensation&off=1009&ctx=of+the+will+of+God.+~Seven+such+dispensat
http://www.dispensationalchart.com/read.php
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who observes the first day of the week rather than the seventh. To all this it would be replied 

that every Christian does these things, which is obviously true; and it is equally true that, to a 

very considerable degree, all Christians are dispensationalists.” 15 

5. “The Bible presents the origin, present estate, and destiny of four major classes of rational beings 

in the universe: the angels, the Gentiles, the Jews, and the Christians.”16 

6. Christ offered the kingdom to Israel and that it was rejected and postponed.17 John 1:11 (See for 

proof Ps. 118:22–24 with 1 Pet. 2:6–8; Matt. 21:42–45; Luke 19:14, 27; Acts 4:10–12) However 

Israel will see the fulfillment of God’s promises given to them in the OT- Romans 9:4-5 

John 1:11 (KJV)  
11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 
Matthew 21:42-44 (KJV)  
42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?  
43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.  
44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder. 
 
Luke 19:14 (KJV) Parable 
14  But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign 
over us. 

 
Romans 9:4-5 (KJV)  
4  Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  
5  Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen. 
 

7. The “rejection” on the part of the nation Israel was not the personal rejection of a crucified and 

risen Savior as He is now rejected when the gospel is refused. It was a nation to whom a Messiah 

King was promised, rejecting their King. They did not say, “We will not believe on this Savior for 

the saving of our souls”; but they did say in effect, “We will not have this man to reign over us.” 

This distinction is important since it determines the precise character of their sin.18 

John 19:15 (KJV)  
15  But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify 
your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.  

 

                                                      
15 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 9). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
16 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 19). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
17 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 26). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
18 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 27-28). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
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8. Out of the covenants Jehovah has made with Israel, five eternal features are dominant—a 

national entity (Jer. 31:36), a land in perpetuity (Gen. 13:15), a throne (2 Sam. 7:16; Ps. 89:36), a 

king (Jer. 33:21), and a kingdom (Dan. 7:14). 

Genesis 13:15 (KJV)  
15  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.  

 
Daniel 7:14 (KJV)  
14  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
 

9. Though Jehovah reserves the right to chasten even to the extent of scattering His people through 

all the nations, their land being trodden down of Gentiles and their throne vacant for a time, yet 

His eternal purposes cannot fail. This people are to be regathered and the land will be possessed 

forever (Deut. 30:1–6; Jer. 23:5–8; Ezek. 37:21–25). Their rightful King, the Son of David, will 

occupy the Davidic throne forever (Ps. 89:34–37; Isa. 9:6–7; Jer. 33:17; Luke 1:31–33; Rev. 

11:15).19 

Isaiah 9:6-8 (KJV)  
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.  
7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  
8  The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.  
 
 

Israel will be saved in that day 
 
Jeremiah 30:7-9 (KJV)  
7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it.  
8  For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:  
9  But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. 
 

 

10.  A premillennial viewpoint of Christ return 

 

 Are there other views? Yes- two main other systematic views 
 

1. Reformed theology 

                                                      
19 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 24). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
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a) Reformed Theology developed as a product of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th 

century. The term "Reformed" is used to distinguish the Calvinistic from the Lutheran and 

Anabaptist tradition — all of which are Protestant. The Reformed tradition finds its roots in 

the theology of Ulrich Zwingli, the first reformer in Zurich, and John Calvin of Geneva, who 

in his biblical commentaries, his pamphlets, but especially in the Institutes of [the] 

Christian Religion, developed a Protestant theology. 

b) In general, Reformed teachings emphasize more strongly the belief that all Christian 

teaching and practice must find its origin directly in the Scriptures and should not be based 

upon tradition.20 

c) Another aspect of Reformed Theology is a strong emphasis on what it sees as a cultural 

mandate for Christians to live actively in society and work for the transformation of the 

world and its cultures. 

Dr. Tony Garland: “Although sound in concept (believers are to be salt and light and 
oppose and expose works of darkness — Pr. 28:4; Mat. 5:13-16; Eph. 5:11), where this 
cultural mandate is taken to an extreme it can lead to an over-emphasis on social work 
and even the denial of Scriptural truth concerning the predicted apostasy of this age and 
the reality of the coming tribulation (Mat. 24:10-12; 2Th. 2:3; 1Ti. 4:1-3; 2Ti. 3:1) — in 
effect concluding that Christianity will reform the world rather than the Scriptural truth 
that the world will ultimately reject Christ ushering in a time of fearful judgment (Isa. 
13:12; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Mat. 24:21; Mark 13:19; Rev. 6; 7:14; 9:15; etc.).”21 
 

 
The Bible teaches a coming apostasy in the latter times- 
 
Matthew 24:10-12 (KJV)  
10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  
11  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  
12  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 
 
1 Timothy 4:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  
2  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;  
3  Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.  
 

The future judgment of the world- 
 

                                                      
20 Garland Dr. Anthony. Bible Prophecy Blog (August 2010). Covenant, Reformed, and Dispensational Theology - What Do They 

Mean?  https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html 
21 ibid  

https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html
https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html


Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                   Chp 10- Things to Come: Dispensationalism 

 

9 
 

Isaiah 13:11-13 (KJV)  
11  And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause 
the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.  
12  I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.  
13  Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath 
of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 

 
Matthew 24:21 (KJV)  
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 
d) End times teaching of reformed theologians today 

Many are preterist or partial preterist. (All or most prophecy is past tense fulfilled in 70 
A.D.).  22 

 
“The outlook of Reformed Theology is generally amillennial (there is no literal 1,000 year 
kingdom of Christ on earth: Rev. 20:4-7) or postmillennial (Christ returns after an 
indeterminate golden age where society yields to the reforming influence of 
Christianity).”  Dr. Tony Garland 

 
2. Covenant theology 

 
The concept of covenant is so prominent in Reformed theology that Reformed theology as a 
whole is sometimes called "covenant theology". However, sixteenth and seventeenth-
century theologians developed a particular theological system called "covenant theology" or 
"federal theology" which many conservative Reformed churches continue to affirm today. 

 
a)  History 

 
“After Calvin's death in 1564, Holland gradually became the center of Calvinistic 
theological activity. . . . Theological tension was high in Holland following the Synod of 
Dort (1619) . . . particularly against the teaching of double predestination (the decrees 
of election and reprobation). It was at this time that Cocceius advanced his theory 
concerning the Covenant of Grace and the Covenant of Works, in which he soft-pedaled 
the doctrine of predestination. . . . This teaching, of course, was rejected by the 
Reformed Church. . . . [Then] Witsius introduced his idea of a third covenant (later 
known as the Covenant of Redemption) which concerned God's saving purpose before 
the foundation of the earth. The Reformed theologians were quick to see the possibility 
of reconciling the doctrine of the eternal decrees with this new idea set forth by Witsius 

                                                      
22 Garland Dr. Anthony. Bible Prophecy Blog (August 2010). Covenant, Reformed, and Dispensational Theology - What Do They 

Mean?  https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covenant_theology
https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html
https://www.bibleprophecyblog.com/2010/08/covenant-reformed-and-dispensational.html
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[in 1695]. Therefore, the Reformed Church did an about face and embraced the theory 
of the covenant.”23 

 
“The Covenant Theologian feels the liberty to allegorize those portions of Scripture that 
he finds difficult to understand or which do not fit neatly in his theological system of 
interpretation.”  24 

 
b) Covenant theology teaches replacement theology-  

 
“The covenant of grace began with Abraham (or perhaps Adam), and this same covenant 
will continue on until the return of Christ. "According to Covenant Theology, each 
dispensation or covenant named in the Bible is simply another stage of the progressive 
revelation of the nature of the Covenant of Grace throughout history."25 There is a great 
emphasis on this same covenant of grace continuing throughout history. Those who 
through faith become a part of this covenant form one, and only one, people of God. This 
people is the church, or true Israel.”26 

 
c)   Defined: Bob Nyberg states: 

 
“Dr. Renald Showers defines covenant theology "as a system… which attempts to 
develop the Bible's philosophy of history on the basis of two or three covenants. It 
represents the whole of Scripture and history as being covered by two or three 
covenants."  
 
Dr. Ryrie says:  

“Formal definitions of covenant theology are not easy to find even in the writings of 
covenant theologians. Most of the statements that pass for definitions are in fact 
descriptions or characterizations of the system. The article in Bakers Dictionary of 
Theology comes close to a definition when it says that covenant theology is distinguished 
by "the place it gives to the covenants" because it "represents the whole of Scripture as 
being covered by covenants: (1) the covenant of works, and (2) the covenant of grace." 
This is an accurate description of the covenant system. Covenant theology is a system of 
theology based on the two covenants of works and grace as governing categories for the 
understanding of the entire Bible.”27 

 
In covenant theology the covenant of works is said to be an agreement between God and 
Adam promising life to Adam for perfect obedience and including death as the penalty 

                                                      
23 Clarence E. Mason, Jr., "Eschatology" (Class notes, Philadelphia College of Bible, Philadelphia, 1970), p. 55 cited in Paul Lee 

Tan, The Interpretation of Prophecy, p. 242. 
24 Nyberg, Bob.. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. http://www.4himnet.com/ bnyberg/dispensationalism02.html 
25 Renald Showers, There Really Is a Difference! (Bellmawr, N.J.: Friends of Israel, 1993), 16. 
26 Benware, Paul. Understanding End Times Prophecy: A Comprehensive Approach (Kindle Locations 1181-1186). Moody 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
27 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press (Chapter 10) 
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for failure. But Adam sinned and thus mankind failed to meet the requirements of the 
covenant of works. Therefore, a second covenant, the covenant of grace, was brought 
into operation.  
 
Louis Berkhof defines it as "that gracious agreement between the offended God and the 
offending but elect sinner, in which God promises salvation through faith in Christ, and 
the sinner accepts this believingly, promising a life of faith and obedience."28 
 
Bob Nyberg- Some Reformed theologians have introduced a third covenant, the 
covenant of redemption. It was made in eternity past and became the basis for the 
covenant of grace, just described, between God and the elect. This covenant of 
redemption is supposed to be "the agreement between the Father, giving the Son as 
Head and Redeemer of the elect, and the Son, voluntarily taking the place of those whom 
the Father had given him." These two or three covenants become the core and bases of 
operation for covenant theology in its interpretation of the Scriptures.” 29 

 

Ryrie- “Covenant theology holds to two or three theological covenants. They believe 
there is a Covenant of Works (between God and Adam), a Covenant of Grace (between 
God and the elect, some say all of fallen humanity), and possibly a Covenant of 
Redemption (among the Members of the Godhead). None of these are found in the 
Bible. Concerning the Covenant of Works, Hodge states directly that it “does not rest 
upon any express declaration of the Scriptures.” 30 31 

 
d) Problems with Covenant theology according to Bob Nyberg 

 
1) It begins by assuming two (or three) covenants that are never mentioned in 

Scripture.  
2) It tries to unify Scripture by saying that Biblical distinctions are merely different 

phases of the same Covenant of Grace. For example, Berkhof insists that the Mosaic 
Covenant is essentially the same as the Abrahamic Covenant. Yet, the apostle Paul 
asserts the distinctiveness of these two covenants in Galatians 3:18. Even a cursory 
reading of these two covenants reveals that the Abrahamic Covenant was 
unconditional whereas the Mosaic Covenant had many conditions attached.  

 
Galatians 3:18 (KJV)  
18  For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 
Abraham by promise.  

 

                                                      
28 Berkhof, L. (1938). Systematic theology (p. 277). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans publishing co. 
29 Nyberg, Bob. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. http://www.4himnet.com/ bnyberg/dispensationalism02.html 
30 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press (Chapter 10) 
31 Charles Ray, “Systematic Theology and Premillennialism,” The Conservative Theological Journal, Vol. 8 No. 24, August, 2004, 

165-191, p. 168. 
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3) It denies the distinctiveness of the gospel of grace and the gospel of the kingdom.  
4) It denies the distinction between Israel and the Church.  
5) It uses a double standard with regard to interpretation of Scripture. Covenant 

theologians use the historical-grammatical method of interpretation, except for 
passages concerning future events. When dealing with passages regarding the future 
of Israel or the kingdom of God they revert to Augustine's allegorical or spiritualizing 
method of interpretation.  

6) It places the believer under the law.32 (see also chapter 10- Covenant Theology 
Versus Dispensationalism A Matter of Law Versus Grace-Bob Nyberg) 
 

e)  Paul Benware in his book Understanding End Time Prophecy, states that covenant 

theology is an oversimplification of the covenants of God and causes a wrong final end 

time teaching : “Third, the biblical covenants (Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and new) 

are not simply progressive revelations of the covenant of grace. The biblical covenants 

include many elements other than those pertaining to salvation and God's efforts to 

redeem the elect. The result is that the biblical covenants cannot successfully be squeezed 

into the mold of the covenant of grace… Covenant theology has attempted to force all 

these biblical covenants into the one mold of the theological covenant of grace. They 

simply do not fit. To allow the biblical covenants to speak unconfined by the theological 

covenant of grace brings one to some very different conclusions about things to come—

different from those found in covenant theology.” 33 (Please read his book to understand 

these differences) 

 

f)  End time teaching of Covenant theologians: Varies, some are now premillennial  and 

some postmillennial. Also, many are preterist. 

 

g)  Proponents: according to Wikipedia  

In the United States, the Princeton theologians (Charles Hodge, A. A. Hodge, B. B. 
Warfield, Geerhardus Vos, and J. Gresham Machen) and, in the Netherlands, Herman 
Bavinck followed the main lines of the classic view, teaching the Covenant of 
Redemption, the Covenant of Works (Law), and the Covenant of Grace (Gospel).   
Recent well-known covenant theologians in the United States include Michael Horton, J. 
Ligon Duncan III, Meredith G. Kline, J. I. Packer, Richard L. Pratt, Jr., O. Palmer Robertson 
and R. C. Sproul. This system is taught at schools such as Covenant Theological 
Seminary, Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Knox Theological Seminary, 

                                                      
32 Nyberg, Bob. Covenant Theology Versus Dispensationalism. http://4himnet.com/bnyberg/dispensationalism01.html 
33 Benware, Paul. Understanding End Times Prophecy: A Comprehensive Approach (Kindle Locations 1229-1232). Moody 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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Reformed Theological Seminary, Westminster Theological Seminary, and Westminster 
Seminary California. 

h)  Charles Hodge’s systematic theology quotes: 
 

“We know, however, from the New Testament that the Old Testament service has 
been finally abolished; there is to be no new temple made with hands; no other priest 
but the high priest of our profession; and no other sacrifice but that already offered 
upon the cross. It is utterly inconsistent with the character of the Gospel that there 
should be a renewed inauguration of Judaism within the pale of the Christian Church. If 
it be said that the Jews are to return to their own land as Jews, and there restore their 
temple and its service, and then be converted; it may be answered that this is 
inconsistent with the prophetic representations.”34 

 
In relation to Zech. 14 and Isaiah 66:22-23 he says: 

“The literal interpretation of the Old Testament prophecies relating to the restoration 
of Israel and the future kingdom of Christ, cannot by possibility be carried out; and if 
abandoned in one point, it cannot be pressed in regard to others.”  Pg. 809-10 

i)   Many factions of the reformed theology 

Reformed theologians affirm that the Bible is true, but differences emerge among them 
over the meaning and extent of its truthfulness. Conservative followers of the Princeton 
theologians take the view that the Bible is true and inerrant, or incapable of error or 
falsehood, in every place. This view is very similar to that of Catholic orthodoxy as well 
as modern Evangelicalism. Another view, influenced by the teaching of Karl Barth and 
Neo-Orthodoxy, is found in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Confession of 1967. Those 
who take this view believe the Bible to be the primary source of our knowledge of God, 
but also that some parts of the Bible may be false, not witnesses to Christ, and not 
normative for today's church.35 
 
 

 Modern attempts to mix dispensational and covenant teaching 
 

1. Progressive dispensationalist 
 
“Progressive dispensationalists take a both/and view of the goal(s) of history by combining 
the millennial kingdom and the eternal state together in a single future dispensation. This is 

                                                      
34 Hodge, Charles. (1997) Systematic Theology. (Vol. 3. P. 808-10). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.  
35 Allen, R. Michael (2010). Reformed Theology. Doing Theology. New York: T&T Clark. P.210 
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a mediating position between classic dispensationalism and covenant theology and is not in 
full accord with the definition that relates to events in history,”36 

 
2. See Lecture by Bruce Ware- Covenant Theology From his Systematic Theology class 

 
Professor of theology Dr. Bruce Ware: “But increasingly in this more modified 
understanding, you are finding more and more Covenant theologians, people from the 
Covenant tradition acknowledging that, yes, this is what Paul means; he means that there 
will be some kind of future salvation of Jews - literal ethnic Jews. Whether this has to happen 
in the way Dispensationalist conceive it in a tribulation period where vast persecution takes 
place, tremendous destruction of people and material well-being in everything across the 
world, and at the same time massive conversions of Jews to Christ, or whether it happens in 
this age through some kind of evangelistic effort is really beside the point. That is a 
secondary question. Where there is much more agreement among Dispensationalists and 
Covenant theologians (in the Modified groups) is that it does look like there is future 
salvation of Israel. 
 
Dispensationalists have changed. I think it might be fair to say that they have done more 
changing than the Covenant side. I think that is correct. In other words, Dispensationalists 
have recognized a bit more that has needed to be changed in their views and tradition than 
has necessarily been the case in with Covenant theologians.”37 

 
 

 The truth: There are 7-8 great covenants in total in Scripture- Two main biblical 
covenants are contrasted by Paul in NT Scripture- Law and Grace by promise- Jer. 
31:7-17, 31-34. Hebrews 8.  
 
In Galatians 3 Paul Speaks of 3 covenants- Abrahamic, Law (Mosaic), and Grace. 
Abraham’s covenant and promise of Christ, future Jerusalem, land and posterity, given to him was 
not negated by the Law or Israel’s later rejection of Christ. 
God promised He will save the future remnant, the elect, and they will come into the covenant of 
grace with the church in the future. 

 
Jeremiah 31:7-18 (KJV)  
7  For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish 
ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel.  
8  Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with 
them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great 
company shall return thither.  
9  They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the 
rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim 

                                                      
36 Ryrie, Charles. (1966, 1995) Dispensationalism Today-Revised and Updated. Chicago, Moody Press (Chapter 1) 
37 Ware, Dr. Bruce. Covenant Theology and Dispensationalism, and Their Views of Israel and the Church. 
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is my firstborn.  
10  Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered 
Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.  
11  For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than 
he.  
12  Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the 
LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul 
shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.  
13  Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.  
14  And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness, saith the LORD.  
15  Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for 
her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.  
16  Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be 
rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.  
17  And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border.  
18  I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a 
bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God.  
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (KJV)  
31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah:  
32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto 
them, saith the LORD:  
33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  
34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
 

This is fulfilled at Christ return, when all the remaining living Jews will openly repent and accept 
Jesus as savior (Hosea 5:15). They will be saved when they see Christ that day. 
 
Hebrews 8:1-13 (KJV)  
1  Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;  
2  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.  
3  For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man 
have somewhat also to offer.  
4  For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according 
to the law:  
5  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when 
he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern 
shewed to thee in the mount.  
6  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better 
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covenant, which was established upon better promises.  
7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.  
8  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:  
9  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, 
saith the Lord.  
10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be 
to me a people:  
11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  
12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
more.  
13  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old 
is ready to vanish away.  
 
Galatians 3:1-29 (KJV)  
1  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  
2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  
3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  
4  Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  
5  He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  
6  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  
7  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.  
8  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  
9  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  
10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  
11  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.  
12  And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.  
13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree:  
14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith.  
15  Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no 
man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.  
16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as 
of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  
17  And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four 
hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.  
18  For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.  
19  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.  
20  Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.  
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21  Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.  
22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given 
to them that believe.  
23  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed.  
24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  
25  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  
26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus.  
29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

 

 


