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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 13 
 

The timing of the Rapture- part 1&2 

Future Raptures  
 

Things to come- different theological positions-  
 
Areas to understand 

          Apostles, Church Fathers, Catholic, Protestant,  
  Protestant reformers: Lutheranism, Anabaptist, Calvinism, Arminianism, Finney 

Premillennial, postmillennial, Amillennial 
Dispensational, Reformed, Covenant 
       Futurist, Historical, Preterist 

Pentecostal, Cessationsist, New Calvinist, Bapticostal 
  Pre-Tribulation Rapture, mid-Trib., post-Trib. Rapture 
  

 
 

 Intro: The puzzle pieces that make the 
whole picture of the end times- We have to 
look at all the Scriptures not just one piece. 

 

 
1. We should not be ignorant of the times and 

seasons: 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
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4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  
 

Here we see two groups of people: the brethren, and those Paul called “they.” One would 
escape the Day of the Lord and the others would not. 
 

2. The prerequisite to make the Rapture 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (KJV)  
13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.  
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  

 
V. 14- Criteria for meeting the pre-Tribulation Rapture of the church- If we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again-Born again. We believe Jesus will come before the Tribulation period starts-
More proofs of this later. The next great event is not a messiah showing up to save the world- 
It’s the Rapture of the church leaving this world. 
 
 

3. We all know and believe that Jesus is coming, the question is WHEN? 
 

 
 12 Things we must understand first before going forward: 

 
1. The word “rapture” and “translation” mean two different things but usually would happen at 

the same time. The first means “caught up” and the second is the change that happens to 
one’s physical body when he is caught up. Resurrection describes when a dead person comes 
alive physically. One could be resurrected and then translated and raptured to heaven (1 
Thess. 4:16). 

 
2. This study is about all the possible places in Scripture that may be called a rapture in the near 

future. Some may not be in fact the Rapture but constitutes a catching away. 
 

3. Different groups to look at: 
There are many groups we are looking at both dead and alive at different time periods on 

the earth and in heaven. It can be very confusing if we do not keep these distinctions in 

mind as we read each passage. For instance: (1) The dead saints since Jesus arose, (2) 
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Living saints now, (3) Dead Old Testament saints. (4) The future dead, including (5) Dead 

righteous Israeli saints in the Tribulation period, and (6) Future dead saints pictured in 

heaven. The resurrected dead from three groups namely: (7) Old Testament, (8) New 

Testament and (09) unrighteous. The raptured living saints (10), including pre-Trib., (11) 

mid-Trib., and (12) end Trib. Then we have the (13) living Israelis, (14) living Christians, and 

(15) living unrighteous at the end of the Tribulation. Quite a number to keep track of but it 

is necessary to keep ones bearing when discussing different time periods and groups. I’ve 

probably missed a few.  

But the main parties of men are as follows: 

a. The Church 

b. Israel both Old and New Testament (remnant) 

c. The Tribulation saints 

d. The wicked 

 
The distinctions of these groups: 

a. Resurrected-raised from the dead 
b. Raptured-Caught up alive 
c. Translated-Physically changed like the angels 

 
The state of these groups: 

a. Living 
b. Dead 

              

 (Read- Dwight Pentecost-Things to Come, John Walvoord’s- The Rapture Question) 
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4. The Tribulation period- Summary 
 
It should be already understood that this period of time called the 70th week of Daniel 9:27, the 
“Tribulation period” and also called “Jacob’s trouble” is to be consider a 7 year period by Daniel 
and the book of Revelation (Jer. 30:7-9). It begins with a peace treaty that the Antichrist will 
one day make with the nation of Israel for 7 years (Daniel 9:25-27). Believers who come to 
Christ will be persecuted in the first 3 1/2 years. The first part is relatively peaceful for Israel 
celebrating the rebuilding of her temple and then the Antichrist in the middle of that “week” of 
years, will break his peace treaty and make war against Israel, devastating Jerusalem and 
slaughtering 2/3rds of the living Israelis (2 Thess. 2:3-4, Rev. 11:2, 12:6, Zech. 13:7-9). Matthew 
24:21 says when the treaty is broken then great tribulation starts for Israel. A time worse than 
it has ever been on the Earth for the Jews. This period is primarily about the judgment, 
cleansing and salvation of Israel but also to show God’s glory by saving them. (Ezek. 36, 20:33-
44). For the world it is the whole 7 years. 
  
a. There is a future event called the Tribulation period or Jacob’s trouble for Israel 

 
Daniel 9:23-27 (KJV)  
23  At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew 
thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.  
24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.  
25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  
26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  
27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he 
shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolate. 

 
Lewis Chafer in his book called Dispensationalism says concerning Israel’s judgment: 

“At the end of this age, Israel must pass through the great Tribulation, which is specifically 
characterized as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:4–7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21); and, 
before entering her kingdom, she must come before her King in judgment. Of this event 
Ezekiel writes: “I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the 
countries wherein ye are scattered.… And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will 
bring you into the bond of the covenant: and I will purge out from among you the rebels, 
and them that transgress against me” (Ezek. 20:34–38. The entire context should be 
considered, 33–44. Cf., also, Isa. 1:24–26; Ps. 50:1–7; Mal. 3:2–5; 4:1–2). Israel’s 
judgments are likewise described by Christ in Matthew 24:15–25:30. That these Scriptures 
refers to Israel is certain from the fact that the Church does not come into judgment (John 
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3:18; 5:24; Rom. 8:1, A. R. V., 38–39), and that the description of the judgment of the 
nations does not begin until verse 31. It therefore follows that Israel’s judgments are in 
view in the passage in question. The incomparable tribulation is ended by the glorious 
return of Christ to the earth (Ps. 2:1–9; Isa. 63:1–6; Matt. 24:27–31; 2 Thess. 2:3–12; Rev. 
19:11–21); Israel’s judgments, according to the context of Matthew 24:30–25:30, follow 
the glorious appearing of Christ; and the Judgment of the Nations occurs when He is 
seated on the throne of His glory (Matt. 25:31–32).”1 

 
b. Jesus warned the Jews of a future event, the great Tribulation and the Antichrist- not the 

already past event with Antiochus Epiphanes 167BC (which some teach is what Daniel is 
only referring to). Also not 68-70 A.D., Titus did not fulfill Daniel or Christ’s words either. 
1940-45 did not fulfil this prophecy either. 
 
Matthew 24:15-21 (KJV)  
15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  
16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  
17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  
18   Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  
19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  
20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:  
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 

no, nor ever shall be. (LB- the Holocaust was worse than 70 A.D.) 

Both involve two end-time periods. When it comes to the larger picture, these two periods 
of persecution leading up to the first and Second Coming of Christ are portrayed in both the 
exploits of Antiochus IV as well as those of the coming Antichrist. Lehman Strauss explains 
thusly: 

 

“Both of these periods witness the wrath of God being extended to His chosen people. The 
first of these periods of wrath commenced with the Babylonian captivity and concluded 
with the atrocities of Antiochus, after which there was deliverance. The second of these 
periods is yet future. It will commence with the beginning of the seventieth week (Daniel 
9:24-27) and conclude with the atrocities of Antichrist, after which there will be 
deliverance.”2 

 
Therefore not only is there a typical relationship between the two persons of Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes and the upcoming Man Of Sin, but there is also an association between the two 
time periods leading up to the end of each era. 

 
c. History of Antiochus Epiphanes in 167-8 BC: 

 

                                                      
1 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 31-32). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
2 Strauss, Lehman, (1969). The Prophecies of Daniel (244-45). Neptune, N.J.: Loizeaux Brothers. 
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2 Maccabees 5:11–14 “When these happenings were reported to the king, he thought 
that Judea was in revolt. Raging like a wild animal, he set out from Egypt and took 
Jerusalem by storm. He ordered his soldiers to cut down without mercy those whom they 
met and to slay those who took refuge in their houses. There was a massacre of young 
and old, a killing of women and children, a slaughter of virgins and infants. In the space of 
three days, eighty thousand were lost, forty thousand meeting a violent death, and the 
same number being sold into slavery.” 

  
Antiochus decided to side with the Hellenized Jews in order to consolidate his empire and 
to strengthen his hold over the region. He outlawed Jewish religious rites and traditions 
kept by observant Jews and ordered the worship of Zeus as the supreme god (2 Maccabees 
6:1–12). This was anathema to the Jews and they refused, so Antiochus sent an army to 
enforce his decree. The city of Jerusalem was destroyed because of the resistance, many 
were slaughtered, and Antiochus established a military Greek citadel called the Acra.  

 
Larry Cockerham: “The cruel and violent persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes are recorded 
in histories annals for all to observe. In the spring of 168 B.C., the armies of the Syrian king 
had arrived within four miles of the great city of Alexandria to compel the pharaohs to 
surrender. But the Egyptians had appealed to Rome for assistance. A Roman fleet was 
anchored in the bay and their representative Popilius Laenas, soon met with the king. After 
drawing a circle with his staff around the Syrian king, and forcing him to give an immediate 
response, the king reluctantly accepted the ultimatum to depart.  
 
After being humiliated and forced to leave Egypt, Antiochus’s vengeance was quickly turned 
upon Jerusalem. He killed over eighty thousand men, women, and children and sold forty 
thousand into slavery (2 Macc. v. 5-14). The holy place was robbed of its treasures and the 
temple was dedicated to Jupiter Olympus. The temple was defiled by offering a sow upon 
the altar and scattering its juice over all the sanctuary and vessels. He substituted the 
Jewish feasts with the drunken revelry of Bacchanalia, forcing the Jews to worship Bacchus, 
the god of pleasure and wine. The licentious festival of Saturnalia, the worship of Saturn, 
was also enforced upon the inhabitants. He forbade the reading of the Holy Scriptures and 
the tradition of circumcision. Throwing them headlong with their infants off of the highest 
wall in Jerusalem, Antiochus killed two mothers who had circumcised their children in 
defiance of the law. He also cut out the tongues of a mother’s seven sons and after that had 
each of them roasted alive on a flat iron (2 Macc. vii. 3-5). Then the mother herself was 
murdered. John Walvoord notes that “a detailed description of the violent atrocities and 
murder of thousands of Jews by Antiochus while marching through Judea is found in 1 
Maccabees 1:20-28 and 2 Maccabees 5:11-17.” 3 4 

 

                                                      
3 Web Article- http://www.prophecyforum.com/antiochus.html#5 Larry Cockerham is pastor of a Southern Baptist church in the 

Southeastern United States. He has a Master of Theology degree from Andersonville Seminary in Camilla, Georgia. 
4Walvoord, John. (1971). Daniel: The Key To Prophetic Revelation (P. 267). Chicago: Moody Press. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2_Maccabees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acra_(fortress)
http://www.prophecyforum.com/antiochus.html#5
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The date of Antiochus's persecution of the Jews in Jerusalem is variously given as 168 or 167 
BCE. Some say the prophecies by Daniel were fulfilled with Antiochus but Jesus repeated 
them and they are still future. 

 
Mattew 24:22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 

 

5. The pretribulational view teaches that Jesus will return before the Tribulation starts. 
The pretribulation Rapture will happen before the Antichrist is revealed and is the restraining 

element that keeps him now from taking over. The church will leave the Earth for 7 years.  

According to 2 Thess. 2:1-8, the pretribulation Rapture called the “departure” in the Greek, a 

word used in verse 3 and mistranslated as “falling away,” will happen before the Antichrist is 

revealed and I personally believe it’s the Spirit filled church that is the restraining element 

that keeps him now from taking over. The church will leave the Earth for 7 years during 

which the Earth and its inhabitants will suffer the great Tribulation. 

Paul writes the Thessalonians a second letter after he had already taught them about the 
Rapture. Here he explains the church would be gone before Jesus comes back physically to 
the earth. The Jewish temple will also have to be rebuilt by this time. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (KJV)  
1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him,  
2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  
3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away (Greek-departure) first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  
4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  
5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 
out of the way.  
8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  

 
The Holy Spirit in the church on the earth, is holding back the Antichrist today. When the 

church is gone then there will be nothing holding back the beast of Revelation. 

 
6. The Tribulation saints are primarily not of the group now called the “church,” for the church 

period or dispensation has finished with the Rapture having already taken place before they 
appear on the scene. They are born again and will reign with Christ. They are a group called 
saints that are saved during the Tribulation period which are of all nations and tribes of 
people. They will operate in the gifts of the Spirit up until Christ returns according to Joel 
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2:28-32 and 1 Cor. 13:9-12. The book of Revelation never calls them the church. They are 
however accounted as making up the group called to the “wedding supper” later at Christ 
coming much like the 5 virgins who were prepared beforehand (Rev. 19:5-9). So, ultimately 
they are still the body of Christ. This distinction will be understood later. 
 

7. 1 Thess. 5:3-6- Israel and the church are two groups that are different and have different 
dispensations and judgments. It is important to point out that at some time in the future the 
word “saints” include Israel and the church. Generally, that will be after the commission of 
the 144,000. Previously the church is the “saved” and Israel the “elect.” (Romans 9:27; 
10:1)The gospel and salvation do not change. (Romans 10:12-13)  The remnant of Israel’s 
view of Christ will however change, and they all will be saved (Isaiah 10:21-22, Zech. 12:10, 
13:8, Romans 11:25-32, Rev. 12:17).  God deals with both groups on a different timeline with 
two different dispensations coming together into one Millennial dispensation (See chart on 
P. 73). 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:3-9 (HCSB)  
3  When they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains 
come on a pregnant woman, and they (LB- Israel) will not escape.  
4  But you, brothers, (LB- Believers) are not in the dark, for this day to overtake you like a thief.  
5  For you are all sons of light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness.  
6  So then, we must not sleep, like the rest, but we must stay awake and be serious.  
7  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.  
8  But since we belong to the day, we must be serious and put the armor of faith and love on our 
chests, and put on a helmet of the hope of salvation.  
9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Revelation 12:17 (KJV)  
17  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Romans 9:27 (KJV)  
27  Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of 
the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 

 
Romans 10:1 (KJV)  
1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.  

 

a. The gospel message and the way of salvation does not change during the Tribulation 
period. (Romans 10:12-13)   

 
Romans 10:12-13 (KJV)  
12  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him.  
13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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Romans 11:1-2 (KJV)  
1  I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  
2  God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,  

 

b. The remnant’s view of Christ, will however change, and they all will be saved (Romans 

11:25-32, Rev. 12:17).  God deals with both groups on a different timeline with two 

different dispensations coming together into one millennial dispensation. 

c. The church and Israel are on two different tracks. Israel’s time starts again when the 
church dispensation is finished at the Rapture of the church. 
 
Romans 11:25-27 (KJV)  
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in.  
26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  
27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
 

d. God deals with both groups separately coming together during the Tribulation period- 
See chart on P.10 

 
Romans 11:28-36 (KJV)  
28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the fathers' sakes.  
29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  
30  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief:  
31  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy.  
32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.  
33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  
34  For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  
35  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?  
36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.  

 
Revelation 12:17 (KJV)  
17  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
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e. “The pretribulational view, as opposed to posttribulationism, does not confuse general 
terms like elect and saints, which apply to the saved of all ages, with specific terms like 
church and those in Christ, which refer to believers of this age only.”5 
Says Walvoord: 

“If the term church includes saints of all ages, then it is self-evident that the church 

will go through the Tribulation, as all agree that there will be saints in this time of 

trouble. If, however, the term church applies only to a certain body of saints, 

namely, the saints of this present dispensation, then the possibility of the translation 

of the church before the Tribulation is possible and even probable.”6 

8. A good question to ask: Do the programs for Israel and the church overlap? Lewis Chafer 
believes they should be kept separate: 
 

“The real unity of the Bible is preserved only by those who observe with care the divine 
program for Gentiles, for Jews, and for Christians in their individual and unchanging 
continuity.”7 

 
9. Resurrection and Rapture are two different things but can happen at the same time also, like 

in 1 Thess. 4 with the church. A rapture always includes Jew and Gentile, but a resurrection 
usually is for a specific person or group. So while a rapture includes everybody saved at a 
particular moment, a resurrection generally might just be for the church, Israel or Tribulation 
saints. 
 

10. We understand these are the judgments to follow in the future: The Bema Seat- after the 
Rapture in Heaven during the Tribulation period (1 Cor. 3:11-15, 2 Cor. 5:10), the Judgment of 
Israel mainly during the Tribulation and by the disciples during the Millennial reign (1000 year 
reign on Earth Ezekiel 20:33-44; Matthew 19:28), the Judgment of the Nations (called the 
Sheep and Goats Judgment Matt. 25:31-46) where Christ judges all living people who survived 
the Tribulation, the Judgment of the fallen angels (1 Cor. 6:1-3), and finally the Great White 
Throne Judgment when Christ resurrects and judges all the unrighteous dead after the 
Millennial reign on Earth (Rev. 20:11-15), (See Larkins “resurrections and Judgments” chart 
and my series on these). 
 

11. As dispensationalist, we believe that we should take Scripture at face value. We should 
understand it in its plain, normal sense of meaning. We should interpret the Bible according 
to the rules of grammar and take into consideration the historical context in which it was 
written.  That God has and still does deals with man in distinct and different periods of time 
on Earth.  Dispensationalist believe the church and Israel are two different and distinct groups 
and are dealt with separately by God, and that Israel will one day be saved by Jesus himself.  

                                                      
5 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 272-273). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
6 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 21-22). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
7 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 33). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press..  

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
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H.A. Ironside: “The word “dispensation” is found several times in the pages of our English 
Bible and is a translation of the Greek word “oikonomia.” This word, strictly speaking, 
means “house order.” It might be translated “administration,” “order,” or “stewardship.” 
In each successive age, God gives to men of faith a certain stewardship, or makes known to 
them a certain order or administration, in accordance with which they are responsible to 
behave. A dispensation then is a period of time in which God is dealing with men in some 
way in which He has not dealt with them before. Only when a new revelation from God is 
given, does a dispensation change.”8 

 

12. As a premillennialist, we believe that Jesus will physically return to the Earth at the end of the 
Tribulation period as described in Rev. 19 and this is called the Second Coming or Advent, the 
Day of the Lord, and the Revelation of Christ. He will destroy His enemies, judge the nations, 
and then will physically rule the world for 1000 literal years. After that, He will resurrect the 
wicked dead and judge them at the Great White Throne Judgment and usher in the eternal 
state where God Himself will abide on the Earth that will be totally recreated with a new 
Heaven and a New Jerusalem. 

 
 The timing of the Rapture 

 
Ephesians 1:9-10 (KJV)  
9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself:  
10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

 
The mysterious plan all along was for Israel and the Gentiles to come into union of one body: Christ 
Jesus, the same way. Understanding that Israel still has a time to come to bring them in we will look 
at the future plan of the ages (Hosea 2:18-20).   
 
It’s not a question of “will Christ return?”, but a question of when? Will the church go through any 
part of the Tribulation period that both Daniel and Jesus predicted would come? Dan. 9:27, 
Matthew 24:15-28 (See above). 

 
Most Christians believe that Jesus will physically return to the Earth one day like He said He would. 
Many also believe there will be a rapture or a catching away of the saints before He physically 
comes back. They just disagree on when in time that happens.  Tim LaHaye states that it’s just a 
matter of timing: 
 

LaHaye: “Virtually all Christians who take the Bible literally expect to be raptured before the 
Lord comes in power to this earth. Yet there are hundreds of books written on this subject from 

                                                      
8 Ironside, H. A. (1938). Wrongly Dividing the Word of Truth: Ultra-Dispensationalism Examined in the Light of Holy Scripture (pp. 

5–6). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wrnglydivwrd?ref=Page.p+5&off=1126&ctx=pprehend+His+truth.%0a~The+word+%E2%80%9Cdispensati
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at least four perspectives, several of which we have touched on already: pre-Tribulationist, post-
Tribulationist, mid-Tribulationist, and partial Rapture. They all teach that Christ will return 
physically to earth to begin His 1,000-year rule, but differ on the timing of the Rapture in relation 
to the Tribulation. All four groups believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only means of 
salvation, and they expect Him to come again—most expect Him to appear relatively soon. Their 
differences lie in one major area: when He is coming for His church. It is a matter of timing.”9 

 

 
 

 There are five main views (different theories) to understanding the Rapture in 
premillennialism: 

 
1. In the pretribulational view Christ Raptures the church before any part of the seven-year 

Tribulation begins (Dan. 9:24–27; Matt. 24:3–28; Rev. 11:2; 12:14). Upon Christ’s coming in the 
air, which is distinct from and that precedes His coming to the earth, believers will be “caught 
up together … in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” 
(1 Thess. 4:17 HCSB). In this view believers are delivered “from the coming wrath” (1 Thess. 
1:10; Rev. 3:10) by being taken out of the world.10  
 
The pre-Tribulation Rapture-John 14 
Pre-Tribulationism teaches that the Rapture of the church will occur before the 
commencement of the seven-year Tribulation period. The church will not be present on earth 
during any part of the outpouring of God's wrath. At some point after the Rapture the 
Tribulation will begin when the Antichrist enters into a seven-year treaty or covenant with 
Israel (see Daniel 9:27) This view is the most popular of the Rapture views among modern 

                                                      
9 LaHaye, Tim. (2016) Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye Prophecy 
Library™) (Kindle Locations 1436-1442). Eugene, Oregon. Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
10 Wikipedia 
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believers. It's been popularized in The Scofield Reference Bible by C. I. Scofield, The Late Great 
Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey, and the Left Behind series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins.11 
 
a. The living will be transformed and raptured up and the dead resurrected and will meet in 

the air. 
b. The church will be gone before for an undetermined time before the Antichrist fully takes 

over. He will make a treaty with Israel, then the seven year time period begins. 
c. There are 75 days according to Daniel 12 that will be between the Tribulation period’s end 

and the millennial period beginning to judge the nations and set up Israel. 
 

2. A midtribulational view also sees the Rapture as a distinct event that precedes Christ’s Second 
Coming and delivers believers from the last half of the seven-year period, the “Great 
Tribulation” (Matt. 24:15–28; Rev. 16–18).  
 

3. The pre-wrath view contends that the Rapture will occur about three-fourths (five and a half 
years) of the way through the Tribulation (Some differ when this occurs). According to this 
view, the catastrophes in the first three-fourths of the Tribulation are the result of the wrath 
of man and the wrath of Satan, not the wrath of God. They teach God’s wrath is not poured 
out until the seventh seal in Revelation (See Walvoord’s statements below that refute this 
position under “F”.) They contend believers will be taken up just before the wrath of God 
begins to be poured out on the earth. This view has been popularized by Robert Van Kampen 
in his book The Sign (1992) and by Marvin Rosenthal, who wrote The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the 
Church (1990). See also Thomas Ice’s article12 
 

4. A posttribulational view holds that the Rapture and the Second Coming occur at the same 
time. Therefore, the church remains on earth during “the time of Jacob’s distress” (Jer. 30:7 
NASB). Unlike the world, however, believers who go through the tribulation will be protected 
from the devastating outpouring of God’s wrath and judgment (1 Thess. 5:9)13 

 
5. The partial rapture position as held by some pre-Tribbers, distinguishes between devout and 

worldly believers. According to this view, only faithful, devoted believers who are watching for 
Christ's coming will be raptured to heaven before the Tribulation. The rest of the believers will 
enter the Tribulation and be caught up during subsequent raptures throughout those dreadful 
days. One writer described the partial rapture view like this: “All believers will go home on the 
same train, but not all on the first section.” 14  

 
This view is based on New Testament passages that stress obedient watching and waiting for 
Christ (see Matthew 25:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 2:28). It is said to be 
the least popular of the Rapture positions, but popular among Pentecostals. 

                                                      
11 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (P.65). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
12 https://www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-thomas-ice/message/the-three-quarters-rapture-theory/read 
13 Schemm, Pete. “Rapture.” Ed. Chad Brand et al. Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 2003 : 1366.  
14 Stanton, Gerald B. Kept from the Hour: Biblical Evidence for the Pretribulational Return of Christ (Miami Springs, FL: Schoettle 

Publishing, 1991), 166. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hlmnillbbldict;ref=biblio.at$3DRapture$7Cau$3DSchemm,$2520Pete$7Ced$3DBrand,$2520Chad$3BDraper,$2520Charles$3BEngland,$2520Archie$3BBond,$2520Steve$3BClendenen,$2520E.$2520Ray$3BButler,$2520Trent$2520C.;off=708;ctx=nd_1_Cor._15:51$E2$80$9352._~There_are_three_main
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Says Walvrood: 

“Pretribulationism does not divide the body of Christ at the Rapture on a works principle. The 
teaching of a partial rapture is based on the false doctrine that the translation of the church is 
a reward for good works. It is rather a climactic aspect of salvation by grace.”15 

 
When one of my friends heard the word “partial rapture,” he jokingly said: “Oh, only a leg or 
an arm would be raptured.” I said “exactly!”  This theory leaves part of the body on earth to go 
through the Tribulation period. 

 

 A mid-Tribulation only position is not possible- 
 

1. The midtribulational view requires the interpretation that the first half of the Book of 
Revelation is not the Great Tribulation.16 They say all is well before the middle point. While it 
is true that Jesus called the last half the Great Tribulation in Matthew 24, all of the seven 
years are a time of God’s wrath and will have great devastation in the first 3 ½ years. 
 

2. It mixes the program of the church with Israel. 
 

3. The position must deny the doctrine of imminence, for all the signs of the first half of the 
week would apply to the church and a predictable date could be set for the Rapture. It would 
be 3 ½ years from the future time when the Antichrist makes a pact with Israel. 
 

4. In Revelation where we see a mid-Trib. rapture there is no reference to a resurrection 
mentioned in 1 Thess. 4:16 

 
Dwight Pentecost states: 
“In studying the midtribulation position it is well to observe that many of its essential bases 
are those of the posttribulation position. (1) Midtribulationism must either deny or at least 
weaken the dispensational interpretation of the Scriptures, and, (2) deny the strict 
distinctions between Israel and the church. This is observed in that this position places the 
church in the first half of the last seven years of the period determined upon Daniel’s people 
and city. (3) The position must rest on a view of the tribulation that divides the period into 
two separate and unrelated halves, so that the church can go through the first half, even 
though it has no part in the last half. (4) The position must deny the doctrine of imminence, 
for all the signs of the first half of the week apply to the church. (5) The position must deny 
the concept of the church as a mystery, so that the church age may overlap God’s program 
with Israel. (6) The position must depend, to a certain extent, on the spiritualizing method of 
interpretation. This is particularly evident in the explanation of the portions of Scripture 
dealing with the first half of the tribulation period.”17 

                                                      
15 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 272). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
16 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 117). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
17 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 3341-3349). Grand Rapids, MI., 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition 
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Dwight Pentecost: “The nature of the seals and trumpets. A fourth argument of the 
midtribulation rapturist is the interpretation which holds that the seals and trumpets are not 
manifestations of divine wrath.”18 

 
 

 A Pre-wrath theory only is not possible 
 

From Compelling Truth Ministries: 
“The pre-wrath view of the rapture attempts to reconcile the truths and difficulties of the other 
three beliefs. It is similar to midtribulationism in that there is a distinction between the wrath of 
the Antichrist, which believers will live through, and the wrath of God, which they won't. The main 
difference is that the pre-wrath view does not identify the shifting of wrath from the Antichrist to 
God with the exact mid-point of the tribulation—instead, it's sometime after. The Antichrist's 
persecution of the church will be "cut short" (Matthew 24:22), meaning it will suddenly end 
before all believers are killed. It is the Rapture of the saints that cuts it short, and the wrath of God 
immediately follows, wherein the Antichrist loses power so quickly that only God is glorified 
(Isaiah 2:12–22). This will happen sometime during the last half of the tribulation, but unlike 
postribulationalism, the timing leaves enough room for God's trumpet and bowl judgments. 
 
There are three major problems with the pre-wrath teaching of the rapture. First, it denies that the 
first six seal judgments, which are ordained by God, are part of His wrath (Revelation 5—6). 
Second, it denies the dispensational difference between believers of the church age and those of 
the ages of Israel; the tribulation is the final of Daniel's "weeks" concerning Israel, and tribulation 
saints will be a part of Israel's age, not the church's. Finally, it denies the imminence of the 
rapture. There is nothing that must happen, including the Antichrist's persecution against believers, 
before Jesus takes His church (Titus 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 1 Corinthians 15:50–
54).”19 
 
This comes from John Walvoord: 
“Harrison stated: “‘Wrath’ is a word reserved for the Great Tribulation—see ‘wrath of God’ in 
14:10, 19; 15:7; 16:1, etc.” 20 He implied that there is no wrath of God mentioned during the period 
of the seven seals and the first six trumpets. In the comment on Revelation 11:18, he stated: “The 
Day of Wrath has only now come (11:18). This means that nothing that precedes in the Seals and 
Trumpets can rightfully be regarded as wrath.” He further defined the Tribulation as equivalent to 
divine wrath: “Let us get clearly in mind the nature of the Tribulation, that it is divine ‘wrath’ 
(11:18; 14:8, 10, 19; 15:1, 7; 16:1, 19) and divine ‘judgment’ (14:7; 15:4; 16:7; 17:1; 18:10; 19:2).”21 
In both instances where Harrison gave extended lists of references to “wrath” in Revelation, he, 
with evident purpose, omitted Revelation 6:16-17 and Revelation 7:14. The former passage refers 

                                                      
18 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 3393-3395). Grand Rapids, MI., 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
19 https://www.compellingtruth.org/pre-wrath-rapture.html Copyright 2001-2019 Got Questions Ministries- All rights reserved 
20 Harrison, Norman B..(1948). The End, (p.91) Harrison Service 
21 Ibid P.120 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2024.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%202.12%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%205%E2%80%946
http://www.gotquestions.org/imminent-return-Christ.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.13%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.50%E2%80%9354
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.50%E2%80%9354
https://www.compellingtruth.org/pre-wrath-rapture.html%20Copyright%202001-2019
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to wrath in connection with the sixth seal, and the latter is the only reference to the “great 
tribulation” by that title in the entire book. Both of these passages fall in the section of Revelation 
that deals with the period preceding the trumpets.”22 
 
“Pretribulationists could accept the teaching that the first three and one-half years of Daniel’s 
seventieth week is a time of protection for Israel, but they do not necessarily find this period 
described in Revelation 6-11. Even a casual reading of the seals and first six trumpets will make 
clear that the Great Tribulation begins with the early seals, not with the seventh trumpet. Certainly 
famine (Rev. 6:5-6), death for one-fourth of the world’s population (Rev. 6:8), earthquakes, stars 
falling from heaven, the moon becoming like blood, and every mountain and island being moved 
from their places (Rev. 6:12-14) portray indeed “the great day of their wrath”—the “wrath of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 6:16-17). This is no period of “‘sweet’ anticipation to John”23 but the unprecedented 
time of trouble. Add to this the first six trumpets with their bloodshed, destruction on the earth 
and the sea, and poisoning of the rivers with the result that “many people died” (Rev. 8:11), 
climaxed by the great woes of Revelation 9-10, and one has a picture of Great Tribulation such as 
the world has never experienced. According to Scripture, at that time “the agony they suffered” 
will be “like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man” (Rev. 9:5). Some will seek death in 
vain in order to escape (Rev. 9:6). In the sixth seal, one-third of the remaining earth’s population 
will be killed. If language means anything, this is the predicted time of unprecedented trouble.”24 
 
See also Thomas Ice’s article on pre-trib.org about this subject. 25 

 
 A post-Tribulation only position is not possible 

 
1. Walvoord: “The tendency of posttribulationism to blur the scriptural description of the 

Tribulation arises from the necessity to defend posttribulationism from certain contradictions. 
One of these is the question as to why saints of the present age who are perfectly justified by 
faith, given a perfect position of sanctification, and declared to be in Christ, should have to 
suffer the “great day of his wrath” in the Tribulation.”26  
 

2. The church is promised to not go through the wrath of God which is the whole 7 years- 1 Thess. 
5:9, Luke 21:36, Revelation 3:10. Not to escape and hide, but escape and to stand in heaven 
before Jesus. Where is this for the post-Tribbers? 
 
Luke 21:34-36 (KJV)  
34  And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  

                                                      
22 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 117-118). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
23 Harrison, Norman B..(1948). The End, (p.118) Harrison Service 
24 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 118-119). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
25 https://www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-thomas-ice/message/the-three-quarters-rapture-theory/read 
26 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 159). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
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36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 
 

3. In Revelation 19 where Jesus returns physically to the Earth after the Tribulation there is no 
mention of a resurrection like in 1 Thess. 4:14-18 where the description of the raptured church 
is taught with a great resurrection of the dead in Christ happening first. These are two different 
events. One he comes for the saints and the other He comes with his saints. (Rev. 19:18; Zech. 
14:5).Why is there a resurrection then days later? (Rev. 20:4). 
 

4. Post-Tribbers also believe that the resurrection of the believers will happen at the same time as 
the Old Testament saints of Israel which we will see is clearly after the Tribulation so naturally 
this reinforces their belief of a post-Trib. viewpoint.  
 
Todd Strandberg:  
“Scripture never mentions that the tribulation is meant to be a time of testing for Christians. 
However, some post-tribbers try to claim that they are the ones being tested during the 
tribulation. To make this so, they need to spiritualize the 144,000 Jewish believers in Revelation 
7:2-8 who receive God’s protective seal. Placing the Church dispensation into the same time 
frame as the seven-year Jewish dispensation, as the post-tribbers do, raises one good question: 
Can two dispensations transpire at the same time? In the past, God has only dealt with one at a 
time. Having both present during the tribulation would have to be an exception.27 
 
Revelation 2:21-22 (HCSB)  
21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality.  
22  Look! I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of her practices. 
 

5. If this view is true then why was Paul’s teaching hard for Peter to understand concerning the 
Rapture? (2 Pet. 3:16- my assumption). Peter possibly held to this view and Paul taught clarity 
to how and when it would happen as a separate event.  

 
 

 A possible combination of two or three positions, and not one or the other? 
 
What if the possibility of a combination of two or three of these positions were true at the same 
time, and not one or the other? Both the pretribulation position and mid-Trib. could be true at the 
same time. Respected teachers like Hilton Sutton and Finis Dake both teach that there is some sort 
of Mid-Trib. Rapture along with a pre-Trib. rapture.  Dake in his Annotated Bible note on 1 Cor. 
15:23 point #4, states that there is a final rapture just before the battle of Armageddon. I would 
suggest this may be possible and more. It would break down like this: 

 
1. Before the Antichrist is revealed there is a Rapture of the church- 1 Thess. 4:16-17; 2 Thess. 2:3, 

Rev. 4:1 

                                                      
27 Strandberg, Todd., www.Raptureready.com/the-pretribulation-rapture., article called “the pretribulation rapture” 
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2. The great Tribulation begins when the Antichrist comes on the scene and makes a pact with 
Israel. Dan. 9:27; 11:40-45; 12:1-2  

3. The 144,000 Jewish evangelist after their calling and ministry on the earth, are raptured up and 
seen in heaven during the Tribulation according to Revelation 14. 

4. A great multitude is believed to be taken up and also is seen in heaven shortly after the middle. 
Rev. 7:9-17, Rev. 15:1-3 

5. The “man-child” described in the Revelation is possibly caught up in the middle of the 
Tribulation in Rev. 12:1-17. However, the “man-child” is probably the pre-Trib. Church 
Raptured. (See my teaching on Rev. 12). 

6. Another group is “harvested” out of the earth sometime between the middle and the battle of 
Armageddon according to Rev. 14:15-16, Rev. 19:1-10. This group is more likely raptured before 
His appearing and the battle of Armageddon.  

7. At Christ’s Second Coming the remnant of living Jews who survive the Tribulation will be 
gathered together by the angels after His appearing, and the Old Testament saints will rise. 
(Matthew 24:29-31, Mark 13:27). 

8. The dead saints martyred during the last part of the Tribulation are resurrected after Christ 
appears, but prior to the Millennial- Rev. 20:4 (See 1 Cor. 15:23 for the two categories of saints 
to rise). 

 
 


