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Chapter 14 
 

The timing of the Rapture- part 3 

The Partial Rapture Theory examined closer- 
 

 
 The Partial Rapture theory examined closer 

 

 
 Intro: 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation.  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

Don’t fall asleep in the world, stay alert. Some will be ashamed at His coming. 

 
1 John 2:28 (KJV)  
28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. 

 
 

 The Partial Rapture only theory traditionally defined and refuted: 
 
Charles Ryrie: 
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“Paul’s descriptions of the Rapture in both 1 Corinthians 15:51–58 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
give no support to the partial Rapture view, which teaches that only spiritual believers will be 
raptured at several times during the Tribulation period. Paul stated clearly that “we shall be 
changed” at that time, and he wrote those words to the Corinthians, many of whom could hardly 
be called spiritual.”1 

 
The Erdmann’s Bible Dictionary: 
Partial rapturism, another variant of pretribulationism, warns that only those in a sanctified state 
will be caught up before the tribulation; backsliders must endure the tribulation which will serve as 
a kind of Purgatory to make them fit for the final coming of Christ (1 Pet. 1:6–7; cf. Matt. 6:13; Luke 
21:34–36; Rev. 3:10).2 

 
According to Walvoord:  
“The modern theory of partial rapture seems to have originated in the writings of Robert Govett, 
who published a book setting forth the theory as early as 1853.3 In this work he expounded his 
view that participation in the kingdom is conditional and depends on worthy conduct. The most 
able exponent of the theory in the twentieth century is G. H. Lang.”4” 5 

 
Another argument against partial Rapture is that some say the church cannot be divided or the 
body of Christ separated at His return therefore it could never be partial. This makes sense 
although right now the body is separated. Part of the church is in heaven now and part on earth.  

 
Some would argue that what I believe is just a partial Rapture theory position, but it is only in part, 
based off of older definitions.  
 
 

 Partial Rapture theorist have been placed together by two main points. 
  

One, that a believer could miss the Rapture by being a sinful Christian and two, that there are 
subsequent raptures during the Tribulation period to make, if you have missed the main one. 

 
In Govett’s 1922 book he tought that one could miss the millennial reign by being a sinful Christian 
and not the Rapture. I personally believe he mixed up the Bema Seat with the judgment of the 
nation’s judgment, and did not teach a Rapture of the saints.  
 

“It is necessary to present joy that we embrace the assurance of our eternal life as already 
begun, and with certainty to be accomplished in eternity, in spite of all resistance on the part of 

                                                      
1 Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. (1999). Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth. (P.538).Chicago, IL: 
Moody Press.  
2 Myers, Allen C.(1987) The Eerdmans Bible dictionary : (p.873). Grand Rapids, Mi., Eerdmans publishing co.  
3 Cf. Robert Govett, (1922 2nd edition) Entrance Into the Kingdom.London, Charles Thynne 
4 Cf. G. H. Lang, (1945). The Revelation of Jesus Christ; Firstborn, Oliphants LTD. 
5 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 97-98). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/basictheol;ref=Page.p_538;off=1733;ctx=ave_both_meanings).$0A~Paul$E2$80$99s_descriptions_
https://ref.ly/logosres/eerdbibdct;ref=Page.p_873;off=3773;ctx=_covenant_peoples)._~Partial_rapturism,_a
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creatures. Believers in the Sovereignty of God alone will feel themselves in full sympathy with 
the apostle's letter to Rome. But to be in sympathy with the letter to the Hebrews we must 
receive the doctrine of God's Justice, as hereafter to be applied to the conduct of believers. We 
must admit, that the entrance into Messiah's kingdom of the thousand years is a prize to be 
won or lost according to our works, ere the arguments and exhortations to the Hebrew 
Christians can be understood, or will rightly affect our practice. 6 

 
There is merit to different levels of reward at both judgments where each will be rewarded for 
what one has done as a Christian and he will be given more or less responsibility in the future 
kingdom. Some say Govett’s book is the origin of the partial rapture theory. 
 

At the Bema Seat Judgment after the Rapture: 
 
Matthew 16:27 (KJV)  
27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. 

 
At the Judgment of the Nations after the Tribulation: 
 
Matthew 25:21 (KJV)  
21   His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

 

 
I do not take the “pre-wrath” theory viewpoint that either says Christians will enter the Tribulation 
period and the Rapture will take place three forths or part of the way through the Tribulation 
before God’s wrath starts to happen. They try to place the “wrath” of God beginning of the middle 
point or another year or two later.  

 
 

 Are there future Raptures beyond the pretribulation Rapture? 
 

Let me be clear, I believe that there will be a pre-Tribulation Rapture of the church. I also believe 
that there will also be possible subsequent catching aways of future believers during the 
Tribulation period of seven years. However, I do not believe that the reason for this, is that some 
believers will miss the different departures because they were not holy enough to go.  
 
I believe it is scriptural that there are possible future “catching aways” that will happen during the 
Tribulation period as will be discussed in detail in my separate study guide called “Future 
Raptures.”  However, I believe that it is unscriptural to teach that it is possible for only part of born-
again believers to make the Rapture of the church. Of course, this teaching is very popular in some 
circles and has been preached for 100 years in this manner. Many of my closest friends teach this.  I 

                                                      
6 Govett, Robert, (1922 2nd edition) Entrance Into the Kingdom.(Chapter 1). London, Charles Thynne 
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used to teach this based off of the popular teaching and misapplication of the teaching of the ten 
virgins parable. I used to believe backsliders should miss the Rapture because they didn’t live right. 
It made sense to me that God would judge them by allowing them to miss the Rapture. However, 
after studying the verses that supposedly taught this, I have essentially changed my position. 
 
What would be the one sin that says you would go and I wouldn’t? Is anyone really “worthy?” This 
of course produces doubt and fear in believers and not comfort and hope which is always 
connected to Paul’s teaching on the Rapture. The Bible does say that we should be watchful and 
waiting and not asleep. It also says that we should live right and pure lives because of the hope of 
the Rapture in us (1 John 3:2).  Nowhere does the Bible say that you might miss the Rapture if you 
don’t live right. It does warn us of future judgment and the consequence of losing God’s blessings 
here if we live like the world. If Jesus wishes to leave part of His body to face horrible tribulation 
that would be up to Him, but we don’t see Paul who had this specific revelation of the Rapture of 
the church, teaching this position. Preachers continue to use this fear of missing the Rapture to 
preach holiness to God’s people. 
 
Many of the statements that Jesus made that one may use about the Rapture to apply to missing it, 
really are about the Day of the Lord and his Second Coming to the earth and not the Rapture. They 
are taken out of context and misinterpreted. 
 
After much study, I now believe differently because something I first read by Tim LaHaye in his 
book on the Rapture, about the partial rapture position. Essentially, If one is saved by grace, then 
by grace will he also be raptured, and not on his own merit.  

 
1. Tim LaHaye: in his book Who will face the tribulation? States: 

 

“The partial Rapture view is a relatively new theory that Hal Lindsey labels “the new 
Protestant Purgatory.”7 It suggests that the best Christians will be Raptured at the beginning 
of the Tribulation. According to Hebrews 9:28, “To those who eagerly wait for Him He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” Adherents of this view believe that 
Christians not living consecrated lives will be left behind; repentance will afford another 
chance later in the Tribulation. This, of course, indicates that good works or consecration 
determine participation in the Rapture. Few Christians hold this view, for it not only plays 
havoc with prophetic passages, but also impugns the doctrine of salvation by grace through 
faith.”8 

 
This is why there is a difference in belief here, if you hold to a Calvinistic theology you 
understand and agree with LaHaye’s position. Most Pentecostal groups who hold to Wesley 
and Arminian, believe that one can lose his salvation, naturally they also believe one could 
miss the Rapture for even a lesser offence. I will let you be the judge of this.  
 

                                                      
7 Hal Lindsey, (1983). The Rapture (p. 30). New York: Bantam Books. 
8 LaHaye, Tim. (2016). Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye 
Prophecy Library™) (Kindle Locations 1492-1499). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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Many great teachers like Perry Stone who believe in a pre-Trib. Rapture, but hold to a partial 
rapture viewpoint when describing the 10 virgins parable, explain that half the church could 
miss the rapture.9  Bro. Perry is a favorite teacher of mine, we just disagree on this point. 
Note: in his newer video from Israel, he now teaches that 5 of the virgins are the church and 5 
represent Israel in the Tribulation period.10 So now his viewpoint on the 10 virgins is NOT 
about half the church missing the Rapture as some teach.  This is closer to what I believe the 
parable means, except I feel that all 10 are Israel during the Tribulation and only 5 are saved 
and come into the wedding ceremony.  

 
Perry Stone also taught that some Christians would miss the pre-Trib. Rapture in his teaching 
on “The book of remembrance part 2” from the original “Rapture Revelation” series found on 
Youtube.11 Below is his chart taken from the video, of why some remain during the 
Tribulation period. 

 

 
 

 The Future Raptures theory by Larry Booth- See “Future Raptures Study Guide” 
 

Because of my personal differences with the partial rapture theorist, I personally would contend to 
have a sixth category separating the two concepts and not be called a “partial rapture” theorist. I 
will call it the “Future raptures theory.”  
 

The future raptures theory mainly is defined like this: If you’re saved you will make the Rapture, if 
you are not born again, you will not go up until you are saved. There are subsequent “raptures” 

                                                      
9 Stone, Perry. The Rapture Revelation Teaching Syllabus. (pp. 34-44) Cleveland Tn. Voice of Evangelism. See video resource 

around 43:30 where he states this. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGn8uR6HoHM 
10 Stone, Perry. Video resource. “A New Look at an Old Parable.”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_MznMNokDs 

(Published 2011) 
11 Stone, Perry. Video resource.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reDdSigyhns. This is part 2 of Perry Stone's teaching on 

the Book of Remembrance from his Rapture Revelation series available at voe.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_MznMNokDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reDdSigyhns
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after the pre-Tribulation Rapture. At every future “rapture” or catching away, every “born again” 
believer up to that time of departure, will go up to be with the Lord.  

 
There is, of course a possible exception for this with the two witnesses it seems, where only they 
will be caught up together, (It is possible that their rapture might coincide with a final harvest). 

 
 

 The Rapture is likened to a harvest with multiple gleanings 
 

James 5:7 (KJV)  
7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.  
 
Hosea 6:3 (KJV)  
3  Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and 
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 

 
A Harvest has many gleanings and the coming of the Lord here, is likened to the harvest. A field can 
be harvested two, three and even four times in one season. Even grapes are harvested only when 
they are ripe at different times during one season. If this is true then why can’t there be an early 
and latter rains that bring forth multiply gleanings of harvest? The latter rain harvest includes a 
revival that is poured out even during the Tribulation time where thousands will come to know 
Christ. There is a need to rescue those out of the Great Tribulation in my opinion. (See also how 
John describes Jesus- Matthew 3:12) 
 
What I believe may technically be called a partial rapture theory, but only in the fact that I believe 
in multiple future raptures. Most connect the partial rapture theory with those who teach that only 
those spiritual believers will make the pre-Trib. Rapture. But most of those teachers do not believe 
in multiple raptures or catching aways. The two concepts are distinct and should be separated.  
 
The defining separating question is this: Should we believe that one makes the Rapture by merit or 
by grace?  
 
So let’s looks at some important verses relating to this question. 
 

 

 Watch and wait- will some miss the Rapture? 
  

Hebrews 9:28 (KJV)  
28  So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation. 
 
Matthew 24:42 (KJV)  
42  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
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These verses taken to themselves seem to say that Jesus is only coming back in the Rapture for 
those who are watching and looking for Him to come. Some would say only the alert and sinless 
will make that cut in that day. If you are a lazy Christian and live your life haphazardly getting 
caught up in the affairs in this life you might miss the Rapture. In Hebrews chapter nine the author 
is speaking to believers who should naturally be looking for Jesus to return. All born-again 
Christians should be looking for Christ to return! In America we have millions of Christians who 
called are that by name because they belong to a church or a religion. This does not make one 
Born-Again and saved. According to Romans 10:9-10 what makes one a Christian is believing the 
gospel that Jesus came and died for us and rose from the grave victorious over death. He paid the 
awful penalty for the judgment of our sins. We repent of our sins, and that means to turn from 
them and ask Jesus to forgive us. When we do this, something supernatural happens: Jesus comes 
into our hearts and makes us new inside. Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3 “you must be born 
again” by the Spirit of God. This is the new birth the Bible speaks of in 2 Corinthians 5:17. These are 
the folks who now look for Jesus to return for them promised by the angels when Jesus left to 
heaven in Acts 1:9-11.  
 
Acts 1:9-11 (KJV)  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight.  
10  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel;  
11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 
Just because you join a church or call yourself a “Christian” does not mean that you are going up in 
the Rapture of the church. But if you are truly saved, Christ would not leave you here to face His 
wrath. When I was a young Christian we used to sing Larry Norman’s song “I wished we’d all been 
ready.” It was a scary reminded to us that we might miss the Rapture if we weren’t “ready” to go. It 
was not a comforting thought either. I remember having the worst nightmare about missing the 
Rapture, still vivid today in my memory. The thought of possibly missing the Rapture as a Christian 
was a conflicting ideal of God’s grace but was used evangelically in pulpits all across America to 
keep people from sinning as Christians. As a young man I was taught to believe in this part of the 
partial rapture theory. Nobody mentioned other raptures.  

  
2. Remember the lyrics of Larry Norman’s song “I Wish We'd All Been Ready?”12 

                                                      
12 Larry Norman Album: (1972). Only visiting this planet. Solid Rock Records 
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Life was filled with guns and war 
And all of us got trampled on the floor 
I wish we’d all been ready 
The children died, the days grew cold 
A piece of bread could buy a bag of gold 
I wish we’d all been ready 
[Chorus] 
There's no time to change your mind 
The son has come and you've been left behind 
 
 
 
 
It appears that Larry got his lyrics from this passage in Matthew and one like it in Luke: 
 
Matthew 24:37-51 (KJV)  
37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.  
40  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
41  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
42  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  
43  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  
44  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.  
45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give 
them meat in due season?  
46  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.  
48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;  
49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;  
50  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is 
not aware of,  
51  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
 

This passage is clearly about the “Day of the Lord” and the judgment that will follow, and NOT 
about the Rapture of the church. While I still love Larry Norman and his songs and his passion 
for Jesus, I think this song was taken to be about the partial rapture notion that some could 
possibly miss the Rapture. At least that’s the way we sang it. As a young man I believed I might 
miss the Rapture because I struggled at times with sin in my life. 
 

3. Watchmen Nee’s book- The salvation of the soul and Luke 17 

A man and wife asleep in bed 
She hears a noise and turns her head 
he's gone 
I wish we’d all been ready 
Two men walking up a hill 
One disappears and ones left standing 
still 
I wish we’d all been ready 
[Chorus] 
The father spoke, the demons dined 
how could you have been so blind? 
[Chorus: x2] 
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Watchmen Nee began his ministry in China and purposed to evangelize all of China for Jesus. 
He started his ministry in 1922 for 30 years and was later imprisoned by the Communist. He 
died in 1972 while still in prison. To me, this man is one of the greatest Christians who ever 
lived. However, in his book he taught that if one had not “lost his soul,” or earthly desire for the 
passions of this life, then he would not make the Rapture of the church. This teaching is partial 
rapture teaching, and reinforced what I was taught as a young man in church that one could 
miss the Rapture, but gave me more of a specific reason why. Nee taught if one has not “lost his 
soul” or in other words, gave up all of his worldly desires, then he would not go up in the pre-
Trib. Rapture. 
 
 
Luke 17:26-37 (KJV)  
26  And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  
27  They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.  
28  Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded;  
29  But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all.  
30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  
31  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down 
to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  
32  Remember Lot's wife.  
33  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.  
34  I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left.  
35  Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
36  Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
37  And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body 
is, thither will the eagles be gathered together. 

 
Watchmen Nee- “In this passage from Luke 17 all the words “life” are “soul” in the Greek 
original. Here we are told when the soul shall be saved. “I say unto you, in that night there 
shall be two men on one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. There shall 
be two women grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left (vv.34-
35). This points to the time of rapture. The difference here is that one is taken and one is 
left.’ To be taken means to be raptured to heaven (cf. Gen. 5.24). Thus the meaning of verse 
33 is clear (“Whosoever shall seek to gain his life shall lose it: but whosoever shall lose his life 
shall preserve it”). He who has saved his soul in this age shall be left behind at the coming of 
the Son of man, while he who has lost his soul in this age shall be taken at the coming of the 
Son of man. There does not appear to be any difference between the two persons, neither in 
work nor in place; yet in rapture there does come a difference) In a twinkling, what a vast 
difference! A most serious problem is presented here. If we wish to be raptured, to see the 
Lord, and to enter the kingdom, we must first lose our souls in this age. For the sake of the 
Lord, we must forsake the world, forsake all which is not in accordance with the will of God, 
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forsake all which will entangle us, and forsake all that would hinder our hearts from thinking 
on the things above. Should we be like Lot’s wife, trying to preserve the soul and unwilling to 
forsake anything, we will not be taken up to where the Lord ordains us to be, even though 
we may not perish in Sodom and Gomorrah with the sinners. There may be no difference in 
eternal life, but there will be a difference in rapture.”13 

 
Nee believed this passage was about the Rapture and so transferred Jesus’s teaching about 
giving up one’s desire to be about the Christian walk for today. Nee states if one does not lose 
his “life” or his selfish soulish desires in this life, he would miss the Rapture. The problem is that 
this passage is clearly about the taking of Jerusalem in the future Tribulation period, (possibly 
also 70 A.D.) and about the Day of the Lord when he physically comes back.  
 
The admonition in Luke is to the Jew in the “daytime” who has time to think and go back to his 
house not to do so. Leave the city immediately and don’t go back and get your stuff. The 
Antichrist will come to destroy the city one last time and the survivors must get out quickly.  If 
your desire is not in your things and belongings then you won’t go back to your house. Simple 
as that. Your life will be saved if you give up your desires.  
 
V.37 proves this is the last day when it mentions the valley of Megiddo where in the “night” 
event the bodies of the slain will be taken and the fowls of the air will dine.  
Once again, a careful read of this Scripture reveals that Jesus is talking about his Revelation 
when he comes back to the earth and not the Rapture of the church. These verses are 
specifically speaking about the Jewish remnant who will be left after the seven years of 
Tribulation and all of the remaining people who will face judgment at the “Sheep and Goats” 
Judgment after Armageddon. Clearly some will be “taken” and others left. The Pharisees ask, 
“Lord, where are they taken?” And Jesus replies “Where the eagles will be gathered.” This is the 
valley of Megiddo where the birds will eat the flesh of all of the slain who die that day (Ezek. 
39:4, 17-22).  It is those who choose to follow the messiah who are left and those who have not 
lost their “souls” who are taken and lose their physical lives that day. The ones “taken” here are 
not raptured, but who die and are thrown on the piles of burning flesh at Armageddon. So 
these verses are clearly about the Day of the Lord and not the Rapture of the church. Nee was 
wrong and had misunderstood these verses. 

 
4. Another influence in my youth were the movies. 

 
Did you ever watch the “Thief in the night” movie series?  A Thief in the Night is a 1972 
Christian end times film produced by Russell S. Doughten. It is the first and best known film in 
Doughten's four-part series on the Rapture and Second Coming of Christ. Many churches like 
mine when I was a kid, would play these movies and use it as an evangelistic tool to get people 
saved. The concept portrayed was that you could be left and face the Tribulation period. It was 
a “scare the hell out of you” approach that many preachers used in sermons- Generally 

                                                      
13 Watchman Nee. (1978). The Salvation of the Soul (Kindle Locations 202-215). Christian Fellowship Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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speaking, the Pentecostal version which says: “If you have any sin as a Christian in your life: you 
may miss the Rapture.” The generally Baptist version was close: “You won’t lose your salvation 
of course, but you could miss the Rapture.”  Generally speaking that if in your Biblical doctrine, 
you believe you could as a Christian backslide and possibly go to hell then of course you could 
miss the Rapture by not being right with God.  
 

5. Remember the “Left behind” book series?  
 
They are very popular and great books. While the authors did not use their story to say 
Christians would miss the Rapture, these books and the message of the Rapture permeated 
every aspect of our culture even to the point of media, cartoons and movies making fun of the 
Rapture teaching, by showing how idiotic they thought it was. These books raised an awareness 
in our society of the soon coming of the Lord and in turn caused a group of worldly people to 
now add their ignorance to the subject. Another book I read when I was 14 was called 
“Raptured” by Earnest Angly, that I loved because it made me excited to win people to the Lord 
so they would not miss the Rapture. 
 
While I believe in future catching aways or departures, I do not believe now that some believers 
will make the Rapture and others won’t. If you are truly born again you have met the 
requirement. 
 

 

 
 Important Scriptures used that we are to watch and wait and not sleep 
 
Philippians 3:20, 21: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His 
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 
 
1 Corinthians 1:7: “…so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ…” 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:10: “…and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 
 
Hebrews 9:28: “…so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait 
for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” 
 
James 5:7: “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 
for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” 

 
Mark 13:34-37 (KJV) Jesus said: 
34  For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.  
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35  Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:  
36  Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.  
37  And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

 
Revelation 3:3 (KJV)  
3  Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee. 

 
True Christians should always be waiting for His return. I heard Thomas Ice say once to this effect: 
the Church “waits” for the Rapture, but those during the Tribulation period “watch” for His Second 
Coming. In this last verse Jesus gives the reason for “watching” and “waiting.” It is so His coming 
doesn’t come as a surprise and one would not know the “hour” of His coming. To “watch and pray” 
is to listen to hear the Lord’s instruction during prayer. It is in prayer that God instructs and speaks 
to us. Jesus does not want His coming to be unexpected for Christians. While these verses are stern 
to watch and wait, they do not say “If you don’t watch, you might miss the return.” Don’t let that 
day come as a total surprise to you, keep watching for it to happen at any moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


