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A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

Chapter 15 
 

The timing of the Rapture- part 4 

The partial rapture theory examined closer- cont.  
 
 
 

1 John 2:28 (KJV)  
28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. 
 
Hebrews 9:28 (KJV)  
28  So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation. 
 
 

 

 What about “the ten virgins” parable in Matthew 25:1-13? 
 

You may ask, what about the “ten Virgins” where Jesus taught five would make it and five would 
not? Let’s read it in Matthew’s gospel written from a Jewish perspective. 

 
Matthew 25:1-13 (KJV)  
1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the bridegroom.  
2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  
3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:  
4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  
5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  
6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.  
7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  
8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  
9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves.  
10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut.  
11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  
12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  
13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  
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This is the only place one could derive that Christians could miss the Rapture by not having enough 
oil to light their lamps. However, I do not believe that these verses are saying that. The first thing is 
that this story is about the 10 bridesmaids and not about the one bride. She is not mentioned here 
and of course the bride is the church. Walvoord says: 
 

“The parable of the ten virgins is variously interpreted by pretribulationists, some taking it as 
referring to the tribulation saints1 and others to the church.2 Partial rapturists, assuming that it 
refers to the church, find in the passage the concept of a selective translation—the foolish 
virgins being left behind because unprepared, the wise virgins being translated because 
ready.”3 

 

So many partial rapturist’ sermons about the Rapture are filled with the thought that half of the 
believers will not make it. I believe that this interpretation of this parable is wrong. This parable is 
about being prepared and specifically about Israel. I believe it is NOT about the Rapture of the 
church. The groom is coming back for the bridesmaids, not the bride. She has already been taken. 
The bridesmaids represent Israel during the tribulation period. Some will be ready when Jesus 
comes back to the earth to gather them for the marriage supper, and others will miss it. Some say, 
it’s a parable only about being prepared, others say that it is prophetic of Israel during the 
Tribulation period and Christ before the Second Coming. Theologian Lewis Chafer believed it is 
specifically about the separation of the believing Jews and unbelieving Jews at the “Sheep and 
Goats” Judgment after Christ physical return to the earth.  
 

Lewis Chafer: “It is worthy of special note that not all of Israel will enter the kingdom. As five 
out of ten virgins are refused admission to the marriage feast on earth (cf. Matt. 25:10, R.V.), so 
a portion of Israel will be rejected.”4 

 
 

I take a similar position, except that I believe the event will be at the gathering in of the elect and 
finished at the Sheep and Goats judgment.  Generally in the last 100 years it’s been used to teach 
partial rapture theory by teaching half of the church could miss the wedding. Finis Dake in his 
Annotated Bible believed that this parable was only a teaching and an example about being 
watchful and list all the false doctrines that have arisen from this passage. I’ve quoted him here in 
detail. Finis Dake:  

 
“[Watch therfore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh] This 
is the point illustrated by this story of an oriental wedding: You people on earth in the kingdom of 
heaven take a lesson from these virgins and be always watchful in view of My coming. The details 
must not be interpreted here anymore than if they were used in an illustration outside the Bible. 

                                                      
1 Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology (Vol. 5, p. 131ff). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 
2 Ironside, H. A. (1948). Expository notes on the Gospel of Matthew. (p. 327). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers. 
3 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (pp. 103-104). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
4 Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology (Vol. 4, p.141). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/chafersysth?ref=VolumePage.V+5%2c+p+128&off=997&ctx=.+1:10%3b+James+5:7).+~Thus+it+should+be+no
https://ref.ly/logosres/ironside61mt?ref=Bible.Mt25&off=273&ctx=d+coming+of+Christ.%0a~The+parable+of+the+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/chafersysth?ref=VolumePage.V+5%2c+p+128&off=997&ctx=.+1:10%3b+James+5:7).+~Thus+it+should+be+no


Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                       Chp 15- The Partial Rapture Theory Cont. 

 

3 
 

They were necessary in order to make the story to illustrate watchfulness, but to teach various 
doctrines from them is unscriptural. No less than a dozen false doctrines are based upon the details 
of this parable. 
  

Twelve False Doctrines: 
  

1. Two kinds of Christians. (LB- Partial rapture theory) 
  

2. The oil is the Spirit baptism. 
  

3. Wise are those with this baptism. 
  

4. Foolish are those without it. 
  

5. Born again people do not have the Holy Spirit. 
  

6. Rapture will take place at midnight or middle of the Tribulation. 
  

7. One has to have the Spirit baptism to go in the Rapture. 
  

8. Only those baptized in the Spirit will be at the marriage of the Lamb. 
  

9. Only those baptized in the Spirit will be in the bride of Christ. 
  

10. One is not saved until he receives the Spirit baptism. 
  

11. The door of mercy will be shut to the Gentiles after the Rapture. 
  

12. The bride is the church. 
  
 

The Truth Is: 
  

1. There is only one kind of Christian, the born-again (Mt. 13:38-49; 18:3; Jn. 3:3-5; 2Cor. 5:17-18; 
Rom. 6:7,18,22; 8:1-13; Gal. 5:19-24; Eph. 4:24; 1Jn. 2:29; 3:8-10; 5:1-4,18; Heb. 12:14). 
  

2. The oil here is not the Holy Spirit (note, Mt. 25:8).  
 
     Notes for Matthew 25:8: 

a [oil] Lamp oil, not the Holy Spirit, for He cannot be bought and sold or divided between people 
at their request. This no more refers to the Holy Spirit than oil in Gen. 28:18; 2Ki. 4:1-6; Lk. 7:46; 
16:6; etc.5 

  

3. Born-again people do receive the Holy Spirit (Jn. 3:5; Rom. 8:9-16), but not always the Spirit 
baptism which is another experience (Lk. 11:13; Jn. 7:37-39; 14:16-17; Acts 1:4-8; 2:38-39; 5:32; 
8:15-16; 19:1-6). 
  

                                                      
5 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Matthew "Chapter 

25". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A38-49
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+18%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+3%3A3-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+5%3A17-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A1-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+5%3A19-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A8-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+5%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+5%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+12%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+28%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ki+4%3A1-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+7%3A46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+16%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A9-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+11%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+7%3A37-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A4-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A38-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+5%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+19%3A1-6
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4. The Rapture will not take place in the middle of the Tribulation, but before it (see Rapture before 
Antichrist). 
  

5. The Spirit baptism is for the endowment of power from on high to do the works of Jesus (Lk. 
24:49; Jn. 7:37-39; 14:12; Acts 1:4-8), not to save the soul or to qualify one for the rapture. 
  

6. All Christians will be at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, for all will go in the rapture (see Ten 
Qualifications for the Rapture). 
  

7. All Christians will be in the bride of Christ, which is the New Jerusalem and not the church (Rev. 
21:2,9-10). Even Old Testament saints will be a part of the city (Heb. 11:10-16; cp. Heb. 13:14; Jn. 
14:1-3). 
  

8. The door of mercy will never be closed to Jews or Gentiles during the tribulation or any other 
time. Multitudes will be saved during the tribulation (Acts 2:16-21; Rev. 7:1-17; 12:17; 15:2-4; 20:4-
6).”6 

 

 
 

 Proof that spiritually asleep Christians will make the Rapture 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation.  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.  
11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.  

 
In context Paul is teaching about the Day of the Lord in relation to the Rapture spoken of in the 
previous chapter. He clearly taught the Rapture and now has moved to the subject of the Day of 
the Lord. Paul states that we are not appointed to wrath (verse 9) and assures the Thessalonians 
that whether they are alert or spiritually lazy (verse 10), they can be assured of His salvation and 
return. The word “sleep” here clearly means spiritually asleep and not deceased. Also “asleep” 
does not infer one who is willfully in sin. 
 

                                                      
6 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Matthew "Chapter 25" 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00208627#Rapture before Antichrist
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00208627#Rapture before Antichrist
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+24%3A49
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+24%3A49
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+7%3A37-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A4-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00207885#Ten Qualifications for the Rapture
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00207885#Ten Qualifications for the Rapture
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+11%3A10-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A16-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+7%3A1-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+15%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A4-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A4-6
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Could this be a reference to the 10 virgins? Not likely. Paul may be making a distinction between 
the spiritually awake and those spiritually asleep (those who are saved but not alert) because of 
verse six is the same Greek word for that. Also the phrase in verse six “Therefore, let us not sleep,” 
could not mean “Let us not die.” So in context he is not talking about the dead here is clear. Note 
(see below) it is a different Greek word he uses for “sleep” in the previous chapter for obviously 
those who had died physically. So this verse is not about the physically dead or he would have used 
the same Greek word. Therefore, some say the Rapture of the church will include even those saved 
but spiritually “asleep” or “spiritually lazy and indifferent.”  Let’s be clear here also “asleep” does 
not infer actively sinning. However, we would assume one who has “fallen asleep” would not be 
“watching and waiting.” 
 
“Sleep” in chapter 5:6-7 is translated from katheudō, which can refer to literal sleep or “spiritual 
laziness and indifference” (Arndt and Gingrich). In 1 Thess. 4:13–15, sleep translates from the Greek 
word koimaō, and means “physically dead.” These are two different Greek words. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (KJV)  
13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope.  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.  
 

 
1. Here are a few comments from others about these verses. 

 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 1 Thess. 5:10 
“What did Paul mean by whether we are awake or asleep? Did he mean “whether we are alive 
or dead,” or “whether we are spiritually alert or lethargic”? It seems that he meant the latter 
because he used the same words for “awake” (grēgorōmen) and “asleep” (katheudōmen) as he 
used in verse six, where they clearly mean spiritually alert and spiritually lethargic. If so, then 
Paul’s point is that Christians are assured of life together with Him, whether they are spiritually 
watchful or not. That they might live with Christ was His purpose in dying for them. They will 
escape God’s wrath whether they are watchful or not (cf. 1:10). This is a powerful argument for 
a pretribulational Rapture.”7 
 
The Believer’s Bible Commentary: 1 Thess. 5:10 
“There are two ways of understanding the expression whether we wake or sleep. Some 
scholars understand it to mean “living or dead” at the time of the Rapture. They point out that 
there will be two classes of believers at that time—those who have died in Christ, and those 
who are still living. So the thought would be that whether we are among the living or the dead 
at the time of Christ’s return, we shall live together with Him. Christians who die lose nothing. 
The Lord explained this to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life: he who believes in Me, 

                                                      
7 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “1 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. (p.707). Ed. 

J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. Vol. 2. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc;ref=Bible.1Th5.10


Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                       Chp 15- The Partial Rapture Theory Cont. 

 

6 
 

though he may die [i.e., a Christian who dies before the Rapture], he shall live [he will be raised 
from among the dead]. And whoever lives and believes in Me [a believer who is alive at the 
time of the Rapture] shall never die …” (John 11:25, 26). 
The other view held by scholars is that wake or sleep means “watchful or worldly.” In other 
words, Paul is saying that whether we are spiritually alert or carnally indifferent to spiritual 
things, we will be caught up to meet the Lord. Our eternal salvation does not depend on our 
spiritual keenness during the closing moments of our time on earth. If truly converted, we will 
live together with Him when He comes again, whether we are on the tiptoes of expectancy or 
in the prone position of slumber. Our spiritual condition will determine our rewards, but our 
salvation depends on faith in Christ alone. 
Those who hold this second view point out that the word for wake is the same word translated 
“watch” in verse 6. And the word for sleep is used in verses 6 and 7 to mean “insensitivity to 
divine things, involving conformity to the world” (Vine). But it is not the same word used in 
4:13, 14, 15 to mean death.8 “ 9 
 

2. The context 
 
Looking at these verses in context, it looks like Paul is talking about the Day of the Lord after 
the Rapture because the subject is now “the Day of the Lord.”  Generally the Day of theLord is 
one day in the future when Christ comes back physically to the earth. 
 
These remarks also refer to the pretribulation Rapture because of the previous chapter. These 
are concluding remarks for both chapters. Remember in the original Greek there are no chapter 
divisions. The final Judgment of seven years begins on day one for the Tribulation period and so 
delivered from wrath means delivered from the whole Tribulation period completely. He says 
and implies here in these verses that day “will not overtake you” (vs.6)  because children of the 
day go in the Rapture before “that day.” In the end Paul is saying you are not appointed to that 
day of wrath (Vs.9), and those “spiritually asleep” are not either. 
 
This relates to the ten virgins parable only in the fact that all of them fell asleep.  All of them fell 
asleep and only 5 of them made it to the wedding. So, it does NOT however relate to the other 
five who were shut out of the wedding because they had no oil and light. The two concepts are 
contrary. Here the sleeping make it but according to the 10 Virgins story, 5 of them do not 
make it. So the ten virgins do not describe the pre-Trib. church, but as we will see, the ten 
virgins relate to Israel during the Tribulation period. 
 
 Either all the sleepers make it or they don’t. These verses do not support a partial Rapture 
theory, in fact the contrary. In context however, Paul’s point is that God will save even the born 

                                                      
i.e. id est, that is 
8 The words in the original are as follows: wake in 5:10 and watch in 5:6 are grēgoreō (the origin of the masculine name 

“Gregory,” or “watchful”). Sleep in 5:6, 7 stands for katheudō, which can refer to literal sleep or “spiritual laziness and 

indifference” (Arndt and Gingrich). In 4:13–15, sleep translates koimaō. 
9 MacDonald, William. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Ed. Arthur Farstad. (p. 2042). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm;ref=Bible.1Th5.10;off=207;ctx=_together_with_Him.$0A~There_are_two_ways_o
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again “spiritually asleep.”  This concept applies to both events. Sleeping Christians before the 
pre-Trib. Rapture and sleeping Christian Jews before the Day of the Lord. However, In the 
parable of the ten virgins, some Jews who don’t believe in Christ and have no oil, will not be 
saved in the Day of the Lord and will be shut out. Some teach that the five wise represent the 
pre-Trib. raptured church and the five foolish represent Israel altogether going through the 
Tribulation later.  
 

             Tim LaHaye: Who will face the tribulation? 
 
“The partial Rapture view is a relatively new theory that Hal Lindsey labels “the new Protestant 
Purgatory.”10 It suggests that the best Christians will be raptured at the beginning of the 
Tribulation. According to Hebrews 9:28, “To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 
second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” Adherents of this view believe that Christians not 
living consecrated lives will be left behind; repentance will afford another chance later in the 
Tribulation. This, of course, indicates that good works or consecration determine participation 
in the Rapture. Few Christians hold this view, for it not only plays havoc with prophetic 
passages, but also impugns the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith.”11 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:10 (KJV)  
10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 

 
 
 

III. The purpose of the Tribulation period is not to punish backsliders, it is to punish 
unbelievers- 

 
Revelation 2:21-22 (HCSB)  
21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality.  
22  Look! I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of her practices. 
 

 
This verse proves it is not beyond the Lord to allow great tribulation to come upon those in a real 
church who have been deceived and commit adultery and who follow false teaching. This is a church 
called Thyatira which was a small thriving town located about forty miles southeast of Pergamos.12 
They had given in to a false woman teacher (Alford believes the original reads “Your wife,”) and 
allowed her to deceive. There are some folks following her teaching and others who are not. The Lord 
commends the righteous. All are found in this church. The obvious question to ask here is: “Are these 
deceived folks in Thyatira truly Christians or not?” We feel at least they call themselves Christian. 

                                                      
10 Hal Lindsey, The Rapture (New York: Bantam Books, 1983), 30. 
11 LaHaye, Tim. Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye Prophecy 
Library™) (Kindle Locations 1492-1499). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
12 Walvoord, J. F. (2008). The Revelation of Jesus Christ (p. 71). Galaxie Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-walv-revjc?ref=Bible.Re2.18&off=285&ctx=church+in+Thyatira%2c+~a+small+thriving+tow
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However, Christ tells them to repent, and not to confess their sins as Christians do. This could be a 
clue that they are not “born again.” 
 
Some would say here that the Rapture is a way of punishing carnal Christians by putting them in the 
Tribulation period. However the Bible describes exactly why the Tribulation is coming on the Earth. 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 (KJV)  
6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;  
7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels,  
8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:  
9  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power;  
10  When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our 
testimony among you was believed) in that day. 
 

In 2 Thess. 1:8 God gives the reason for the Tribulation and it is to punish them that trouble you, know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel. That’s unsaved people not born again saved Christians.  
Look at Jeremiah 25 below at the great devastation that will occur on the last day when Jesus physically 
returns after the Tribulation. 
 

Jeremiah 25:32-33 (KJV)  
32  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.  
33  And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground. 

 
 LaHaye makes this point: 
 

“In his classic book Kept from the Hour, theologian Dr. Gerald B. Stanton clarifies that the wrath of 
1 Thessalonians 1:10 is reserved for unbelievers, as is the Tribulation period. Stanton is a pre-Trib 
scholar and a former professor of systematic theology at Talbot Theological Seminary and Biola 
University. He writes:  

 
“Romans 8:1 assures that there is no condemnation, or judgment, to them that are in Christ 
Jesus. Romans 5:9 (KJV, emphasis mine) declares plainly: “Much more then, being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” Here, being saved from wrath refers 
primarily to salvation from eternal punishment, from hell. But does it not also include 
deliverance from that time of judgment on earth which is primarily characterized by the 
pouring out of the vials of the wrath of God? First Thessalonians 5:9 confirms the fact that 
tribulation wrath is in view also, when it speaks of the appearing of Christ for His own in the 
clouds, and when it declares of those who have put on the helmet of salvation [deliverance] by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Suffering is often the portion of the Christian (Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 
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2:12; Philippians 1:29), but not them that know not God: wrath! Wrath is reserved for 
unbelievers… Tribulation and vengeance fall upon them that know not God:”13 

 
I agree with these statements and still believe that the book of Revelation reveals that there will be 
other catching aways besides the pre-Trib. rapture.  This puts me at odds with some of my favorite 
dispensational writers, even though my primary belief is in a pre-Tribulation Rapture. In this form what I 
believe is not what would be termed as “partial rapture”; that only part of the church will go in the first 
Rapture because of some sort of sin. I believe all the church will go in the first Rapture and that all the 
believing saints will go in any future catchings away and so on. 

 
Romans 5:8-9 (KJV)  
8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  
9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

 
Let’s look at another important verse. 

 
 
 

IV. What about being “Worthy to escape”? 
 

Luke 21:34-36 (KJV)  
34  And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, 
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 
This is a definite warning to Christians. What makes one “worthy” to escape? Is Jesus saying to 
Christians “If you don’t watch and pray, you will not escape the Tribulation”? Here Jesus says after His 
discourse on the end, one is to watch and to pray always. Is he talking about the remnant or the pre-
trib. Christians here? I believe it is possibly about the pre-Tribulation Christians and the Rapture, 
because he said escape “all these things that shall come to pass.” All of the things that describe the 
Tribulation period which the unsaved Jews will endure. According to Walvoord, Lang believed this: 

 
“This passage is cited by Lang as one of the conclusive proofs for the partial rapture theory.”14 15 

 
If this not the case, then He is speaking to the Tribulation Jews, and this is a great Scripture for a mid-
Trib. Rapture of the Jews/saints of that time. Because he says that they would “escape” and “stand 
before the Son of man.” 
 

                                                      
13 LaHaye, Tim. (2016).Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye 

Prophecy Library™) (Kindle Locations 725-737). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
14 Lang, (1945). Revelation, pp. 88-89. Walvoord, Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 277). Grand 

Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
15 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 102). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
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Either way if salvation is involved, the only way one is made “worthy” is by the blood of the Lamb 
through salvation (Hebrews 10:10, Col. 1:12-14). Nothing we do can ever make us worthy of anything he 
gives us, not even watching and praying. To be made “worthy” is a gift given at one’s salvation 
experience. Every believer is made worthy to escape the Tribulation period by the blood of the Lamb. 
True Christians however, do watch and pray for His return! 
 

 

V. Final thoughts 
 
Obviously, the partial rapture proponents do not agree with these last statements about the ten virgins 
and the believer’s security to make the Rapture. I understand what I believe might be lumped into what 
is called the partial rapture theory, but it should be separated out. This is why I personally believe 
different and prefer to have a separate sixth distinction from the other five theories called: the “Future 
raptures theory.”  
 
There is one verse that possibly supports the contrary-Those who are born again and “in Christ,” love 
Him. However, in 1 Cor. 16:22 it says if any man “love not the Lord”, let him be accursed or cut off from 
the Lord’s coming.  

 
1 Corinthians 16:22 (KJV)  
22  If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. 

 
Could this refer to Christians? Commentators believed it was directed at Jewish religious folks who did 
not completely believe in Jesus the messiah. Who could be a Christian, and not love the Lord? Only the 
Lord will judge if it is possible for a Christian to not make the Rapture. We must leave the final say up to 
the Lord concerning backslidden Christians who are willfully sinning. 

 

 
1 Corinthians 15:23 (Darby)  
23  But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming. 

 
Paul says here everyone has an order in the first resurrection, which includes raptures. Some earlier and 
some later. 
 

 
 
 
“The Resurrections” chart from Clarence Larkin: As outlined in—1 Cor. 15:22–25, Rev. 20:4–5 
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