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STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 17 
 

Paul’s Revelation-Mysteries explained  
 
 
 
 
 

 Paul’s revelation- mysteries explained 
 
 The disciples did not have this revelation about Jesus coming FOR His 
saints 

 
Even though Jesus did speak of the Rapture, it was a mystery to them because of thier 
O.T. Jewish concept of the messiah and what he would do. 

 

H.A. Ironside quote: “There is not one word, so far as I can find, in the three Synoptic 
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—of this aspect of the Lord’s coming for His saints. 
Whenever we have the Lord’s own words concerning His Second Coming in the 
Synoptics, it is the coming of the Son of God with His saints to the earth to set up His 
kingdom that is in view. John tells us that ere the Lord went away He gave a brief word 
to the apostles in the upper room which links with what we have here. He said, “I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3).” 1 

 
Dr. Roy Hicks in his book Another look at the Rapture explains that after Jesus ascended 
His disciples fully expected His to return to be soon and set up His physical kingdom. 

 
“A few days became a month, then months became years, and still He had not returned. 
You can imagine their deep sorrow and great frustration when their loved ones became 
sick and died. Here they were, fully believing what Jesus had taught them when He said, 
As the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be (Matt. 24:27), but then seeing their loved ones die before His 
expected return! 

                                                      
1 Ironside, H. A. (1947). Addresses on the First and Second Epistles of Thessalonians. (p.48) Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux 

Brothers.  
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What about those loved ones who had expected to be alive when He returned? What 
would happen to them? Now they were dead, and their bodies would go back to the dust. 
Had they misunderstood? Was there something lacking in the faith of those who had 
died? You can imagine the sorrow of those who remained. What a time of fear and 
frustration! There was no New Testament, and those early Christians knew nothing about 
the Rapture of the Bride, which would be made up predominantly of Gentiles. They had 
no teaching concerning the resurrection of the dead.”2 

 

 
 Everybody seemed to understand the Second Coming (when messiah returns) with 

his saints. Also known as the Day of the Lord. 
 

 Old testament- See “The Fact and Manner of the Second Advent” –by Finis 
Dake 

 

The Fact and Manner of the Second Advent-Dake 

The Second Coming of Christ is vividly described in many Scriptures from Genesis to 
Revelation, as follows: 

            Testimony of 21 Old Testament Prophets 

1. Enoch:  

“Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and 
of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him” (Jude 14-15). 

2. Jacob:  

“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be” (Gen. 49:10). 

3. Balaam:  

“. . . there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab  . . . Out of Jacob shall 
come he that shall have dominion” (Num 24:17-19). 

                                                      
2 Hicks, Dr. Roy (1982). Another look at the Rapture. (p.23). Harrison House, Inc. P. O. Box 35035 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+49%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+24%3A17-19
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:a45e185b996143299f7e6345d2018744?art=a_2paulsspecialrevelationoftherapture&off=1336&ctx=turn+at+any+moment.%0a~A+few+days+became+a+
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4. Moses: 

“. . . the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, 
whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee” (Dt 30:1-11). 

5. Job: 

“For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth” (Job 19:25-27). 

6. David: 

“For the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor among the 
nations” (Ps. 22:26-31); “In his days shall the righteous flourish; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth. He shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth” (Ps 72:1-17; see also Ps. 110:1-7). 

7. Ethan: 

“I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth” (Ps 
89:27). 

8. A Psalmist: 

“When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory” (Ps 
102:16; see Ezek. 36:1–37:28). 

9. Isaiah: 

“The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob” (Isa. 59:20); “of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever” (Isa. 9:6-
7); “Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm 
shall rule for him” (Isa. 40:9-11); “Who is this that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious in his 
apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine 
apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? I have 
trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with 
me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; 
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain 
all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the 
year of my redeemed is come” (Isa. 63:1-4; cf. Rev. 14:14-20; 
19:15); “For, behold, the Lord will come with fire and with his 
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+30%3A1-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+19%3A25-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+22%3A26-31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+72%3A1-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+110%3A1-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+89%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+89%3A27
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rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the Lord 
plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lord shall be many . . . For I 
know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather 
all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory” (Isa. 
66:15-21). 

  

10. Jeremiah: 

“At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord; and all 
the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, to 
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of 
their evil heart” (Jer. 3:14-25); “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and 
this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:5-6; see also Jer. 25:30-33; 30:3-24; 
31:1-9, 27-40; 32:37-44; 33:3-26; 50:19-20). 

11. Ezekiel: 

“And I will call for a sword against him . . . every man’s sword shall 
be against his brother. And I will plead against him with pestilence 
and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and 
upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and 
great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and 
they shall know that I am the Lord” (Ezek. 38:19-23); “And I will set 
my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my 
judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon 
them” (Ezek. 39:21; see also Ezek. 11:17-21; 20:33-44; 30:1-9; 
34:11-31; 36:1-38; 37:1-28). 

12. Daniel: 

“I saw . . . one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before 
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:9-14, 18, 22, 
27; cf. Dan. 2:44-45). 

13. Hosea: 

For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and 
without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+66%3A15-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+66%3A15-21
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+50%3A19-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+38%3A19-23
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+36%3A1-38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+37%3A1-28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A9-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A18
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without an ephod, and without teraphim. Afterward shall the children 
of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their king; 
and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days’ (Hos. 3:4-
5); “I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and seek my face” (Hos. 5:15); “. . . I will not return to 
destroy Ephraim” (Hos. 11:9); “I will be thy King” (Hos. 13:10). 

14. Joel: 

“. . . the day of the Lord cometh . . . a day of darkness and of 
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness” (Joel 2:1-11); 
“The Lord shall . . . utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens 
and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope of his people, 
and the strength of the children of Israel” (Joel 3:14-17, 20-21). 

15. Amos: 

“The Lord will roar from Zion” (Amos 1:2); “In that day will I raise 
up the tabernacle of David that is fallen . . .  I will build it as in the 
days of old” (Amos 9:11-15; cf. Acts 15:13-18). 

16. Obadiah: 

“For the day of the Lord is upon all the heathen . . . but upon mount 
Zion shall be deliverance . . . and the house of Jacob shall possess 
their possessions . . . . And saviours shall come upon mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s’ (Oba. 
15-21). 

  

17. Micah: 

“For, behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place, and will come 
down, and tread upon the high places of the earth . . . And many 
nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go 
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more . . . And the Lord shall reign over them 
in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever” (Mic 1:3; 4:1-7; cf. 
Isa. 2:2-4). 

18. Zephaniah: 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Hos+3%3A4-5
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“Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the 
Lord is at hand . . . That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet 
and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers . . . 
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine 
indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be 
devoured with the fire of my jealousy. . . the King of Israel, even the 
Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more” (Zeph 
1:7-18; 3:8-20). 

19. Haggai: 

“Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and 
the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with 
glory . . . And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will 
destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will 
overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses 
and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his 
brother” (Hag 2:6-9, 21-23). 

20. Zechariah: 

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell 
in the midst of thee, saith the LORD” (Zech. 2:10); “I am returned to 
Zion; and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall 
be called a city of truth” (Zech. 8:3-8, 20-23); “Behold, I will make 
Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when 
they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem . 
. . though all the people of the earth be gathered against it.. . . In that 
day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem  . . . I will seek 
to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem” (Zech. 12:1–
13:9); “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken . . . half of the city 
shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against 
those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet 
shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west . . . and half of the 
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south . . . and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with 
thee . . . And the Lord shall be king over all the earth . . . And this 
shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that 
have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while 
they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their 
holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth . . . a great 
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tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall lay hold 
every one on the hand of his neighbour . . . And Judah also shall fight 
at Jerusalem . . . And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left 
of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from 
year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the 
feast of tabernacles” (Zech. 14:1-21). 

21. Malachi: 

“Behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers” soap . . . he shall purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver” (Mal. 3:1-5); 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to the fathers, lest 
I come and smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 4:5-6). 

 

 New testament Testimony- Matthew 24:27-29 
 

Matthew 24:26-29 (KJV)  
26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chambers; believe it not.  
27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.  
28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: 

 

1. Two angels- Jesus will physically return like he left 
 

Luke 1:32-33 (KJV)  
32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David:  
33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end.  
 
Acts 1:10-11 (KJV)  
10  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by 
them in white apparel;  
11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven. 

 
 

2. Jesus told of that day 
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“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his works” (Mt. 16:27; cf. Mt. 13:39-43, 
49-50; 24:29-31; 25:31-46; Lk. 9:26);  
 

Matthew 16:27 (KJV)  
27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works. 

 
“when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:29-30); 
“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate . . . ye shall not see me henceforth, 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” 
 

Matthew 19:28 (KJV)  
28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 (Mt. 23:37-39; Lk. 13:34-35); “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For 
wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together” (Mt. 
24:27-28); “Immediately after the tribulation of those days [from the 
abomination of desolation to the Second Advent, Mt. 24:15-31] shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; and then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other”  

Matthew 24:15-31 (KJV)  
15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  
16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  
17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  
18   Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  
19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  
20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:  
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.  
22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect's sake those days shall be shortened.  
23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.  
24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.  
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25  Behold, I have told you before.  
26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is 
in the secret chambers; believe it not.  
27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.  
28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken:  
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.  
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 
(Mt. 24:29-31); “But as the days of Noe [Noah] were, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be . . . they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be” (Mt. 24:37-44; cf. Lk. 17:22-37);  
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats . . . Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you . . . Then 
shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels . . . And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal” (Mt. 25:31-46); 
“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mt. 26:64; Mk. 14:62); “And there shall be signs 
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory” (Lk. 21:25-28). 

Matthew 24:37-44 (KJV)  
37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.  
40  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
41  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
42  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  
43  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  
44  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A29-31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A37-44
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+17%3A22-37
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A31-46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+26%3A64
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+14%3A62
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+21%3A25-28
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a. Testimony of the Lord’s prayer 

 
Matthew 6:10-11 (KJV)  
10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
11  Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

Realizing that “he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet;” see 
also 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Rev. 11:15; 19:11-21; Dan. 2:44-45; 7:9-14, 27; Isa. 9:6-7; 
Zech. 14; Jude 14-15; 2 Th. 1:7-10. 
 

b. Testimony of the last supper 
 

1 Corinthians 11:26 (KJV)  
26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death 
till he come. 

 

 
3. Peter talked about the day 

 
Acts 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:  
21  Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 

 
4. Paul told of that day 

 
Romans 11:25-27 (KJV)  
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in.  
26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  
27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

 

“. . . blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob” (Rom. 11:25-27); 
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints” (2 Th. 1:7-10); “And then shall that Wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming” (2 Th. 2:8); “Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:13); “. . . unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time” 
(Heb. 9:28). 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+15%3A24-28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A11-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+2%3A44-45
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A9-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+9%3A6-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A7-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+11%3A25-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A7-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Tit+2%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+9%3A28
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5. Jude spoke of it 

 
Jude 1:14-15 (KJV)  
14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  
15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  

 
 

6. John foretold of it- Rev 1:7- Mathew 25 analogy and how that might relate to a 
mid-Trib rapture after Jesus ascended they fully expected His to return soon – Zech. 
12-14 

 
Revelation 1:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 
 
Revelation 19:11-14 (KJV)  
11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  
12   His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a 
name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  
13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God.  
14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. 

 
 Why didn’t Jesus teach the Rapture? 

 
Roy Hicks-  
“But why was this great revelation not given to the other disciples from the beginning? 
Remember, Jesus was greatly restricted in what He could say to the Jews about His Bride, the 
Church, because of their prejudice, since the Church would be predominantly comprised of 
Gentiles.  
Had He talked to them about His plan for the salvation of the Gentiles (apart from the Jewish 
ceremonies and the Ten Commandments), they would have stoned Him. Jewish hatred for 
the Gentiles was that severe.” 3 

 
1. He came for Israel till they rejected Him-John 10:24-31, John 1:11-  

 
John 10:24-31 (KJV)  
24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

                                                      
3 Hicks, Dr. Roy  (1982). Another look at the Rapture. (p.26). Harrison House, Inc. P. O. Box 35035 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:a45e185b996143299f7e6345d2018744?art=a_2paulsspecialrevelationoftherapture&off=1336&ctx=turn+at+any+moment.%0a~A+few+days+became+a+
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doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  
25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness of me.  
26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  
27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  
28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.  
29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's hand.  
30  I and my Father are one.  
31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

 
John 1:11 (KJV)  
11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 
“Go not into the way of the Gentiles….But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
ISRAEL”? (Matt. 10:5,6). Did not our Lord say concerning Himself at that time: “I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of ISRAEL”? (Matt. 15:24). 

 
2. He did mention the Rapture specifically-John 14 

 
John 14:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.  
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.  

 
3. He did say escape ALL these things of the Tribulation at the Olivet Discourse- Luke 21:36 

 
Luke 21:35-36 (KJV)  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 

Dake: “It would be a false promise of Christ to His disciples of this whole Church Age if 
no “worthy” saints are to escape the last day events of the Tribulation. It would be 
truly needless and give a false hope for anyone to pray to escape “all these things” if 
nobody is to escape them. The promise is clear here that all worthy ones will escape 
going through all these things and will literally be “caught up” to meet the Lord in the 
air and “to stand before the Son of man.” Saints could not possibly stand before the 
Son of man until the time when He comes to receive us to Himself (Jn. 14:1-3), and to 
“meet the Lord in the air,” which will be at the time of the Rapture (1 Th. 4:13-16).”4 

 

                                                      
4 Finis J. Dake, (1998). The Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ, (p.91). Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Publishing, Inc.,, 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-16
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4. He did say to the church in Revelation 3:10 that He would keep the church from the “Hour 
of temptation” that would come upon the whole world-The trib. period. Not safe during 
that hour but kept from the hour (See the “Hard passages” chapter “I. A”). 

 
Revelation 3:10 (KJV)  
10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

 
 
 

 Paul the apostle received a revelation from Jesus about the Rapture of the church- 
The mystery of the church. Through Paul we learn so much about the plan. 

 
 Paul was taught by revelation of Jesus not by man 

 
Galatians 1:11-12 (KJV)  
11  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  
12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

 It may of happened when he was caught up (raptured up) into heaven 
 

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (KJV)  
1  It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord.  
2  I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.  
3  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)  
4  How that he was caught up (Gk. Harpazo) into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter.  
 
 

 Paul taught those mysteries to the church 
 

Ephesians 3:1-6 (KJV)  
1  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  
2  If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  
3  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  
4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  
5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  
6  That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the gospel:  
 

1. The church mystery was first revealed to Paul 
 

Clarence Larkin: “The “Mystery of the Church” was first revealed to Paul. 
“For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of 
‘The Dispensation of the Grace of God’ which is given me to you-ward; how that by 
revelation He made known unto me ‘THE MYSTERY’ which in other ages was not made 
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known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit; that THE GENTILES should be fellow heirs and of THE SAME BODY, and 
partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel … according to the ‘Eternal Purpose’ 
which He purposes in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eph. 3:1–11. (See the Chart on “God’s 
Eternal Purpose as to the Earth.”) 
From this we see that the Church was unknown to the Old Testament patriarchs and 
prophets. 
That the Gentiles were to be saved was no mystery. Rom. 9:24–30. The “Mystery” was, 
that God was going to form an entirely “NEW THING,” composed of Both Jew and 
Gentile, to be called—“THE CHURCH.”5 

 
2. Hidden from the ages 

 
Colossians 1:25-26 (KJV)  
25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for 
you, to fulfil the word of God;  
26  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints: 
 

Ephesians 1:4 (KJV)  
4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love:… 

 

3. The plan all along- To gather Israel and the church (Gentiles) in Him. 
 

Ephesians 1:9-10 (KJV)  
9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself:  
10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
 

The plan all along was for all men Israel and Gentile, to be redeemed and have eternal life 
by Jesus, having faith in Him through grace, gathered as the body and live and rule with 
Christ.  
 
Ephesians 3:8-10 (KJV)  
8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;  
9  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  
10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known 
by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
 

Now the angels learn the plan from the church! 
 
 

 Paul called to teach the church what was promised before the world began 

                                                      
5 Larkin, Clarence. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“. (p. 53). Philadelphia, PA: 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+53&off=756&ctx=e.+Matt.+16:13%2c+20.%0a~The+%E2%80%9CMystery+of+the+
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Titus 1:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the 
acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;  
2  In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  
3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me 
according to the commandment of God our Saviour;  

 
H.A. Ironside: “This is corroborated when we turn to Acts 1, and find these same 
disciples inquiring of the risen Lord: “Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel?” All their expectations were centered in that kingdom. They knew nothing of 
the present interval which we speak of as “the dispensation of the grace of God.” The 
mystery of the Church, the one body, had not yet been revealed. Though our Lord had 
spoken on two occasions of the Church, as recorded in Matthew 16 and again in 
chapter 18, it is evident that this did not mean to them anything more than the 
congregation of the righteous. The full revelation of what was in the Lord’s mind was to 
be given later.”6 

 
 “By the Lord’s own word”  

 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 (KJV)  
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

 
 

The event Paul describes is different than previously described. 

 
1. A resurrection- Not mentioned in Revelation 19 
2. Jesus descends but does not touch the ground 
3. Not every eye will see Him 

 
 

 2 Peter 3:16- Peter said Paul’s teaching was hard to understand- Jude 14,15, 
James 5:7, 1 John 3:2 all references to his coming 

 
2 Peter 3:16-17 (KJV)  
16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction.  

                                                      
6 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 5). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
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17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

 

Paul is teaching something hard to be understood different from what they had known before 
 

Dwight Pentecost: 
“The concept of the church as a mystery. Closely related to the previous consideration is the 
concept given to us in the New Testament that the church is a mystery. It was no mystery that 
God was going to provide salvation for the Jews, nor that Gentiles would be blessed in 
salvation. The fact that God was going to form Jews and Gentiles alike into one body was 
never revealed in the Old Testament and forms the mystery of which Paul speaks in Ephesians 
3: 1-7; Romans 16: 25-27; Colossians 1: 26-29. This whole mystery program was not revealed 
until after the rejection of Christ by Israel. It was after the rejection of Matthew 12: 23-24 
that the Lord first makes a prophecy of the coming church in Matthew 16: 18. It is after the 
rejection of the Cross that the church had its inception in Acts 2. It was after the final 
rejection by Israel that God called out Paul to be the Apostle of the Gentiles through whom 
this mystery of the nature of the church is revealed. The church is manifestly an interruption 
of God’s program for Israel, which was not brought into being until Israel’s rejection of the 
offer of the Kingdom. It must logically follow that this mystery program must itself be brought 
to a conclusion before God can resume His dealing with the nation Israel, as has been shown 
previously He will do. The mystery program, which was so distinct in its inception, will 
certainly be separate at its conclusion. This program must be concluded before God resumes 
and culminates His program for Israel. This mystery concept of the church makes a 
pretribulation Rapture a necessity.” 7 
 
 

 Paul taught resurrection with new bodies-translation of the living was not an 
Old Testament concept-  

 
1 Corinthians 15:51 (KJV)  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
 
Philippians 3:21 (KJV)  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
 
1 John 3:2 (KJV)  
2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

 
John Gill’s Commentary on this in 1748: “The apostle having something new and 
extraordinary to deliver,…expresses himself in this manner;…it may be when he was caught 
up into the third heaven himself, and had an experience in himself of somewhat of that 
which both the living and raised saints shall feel, when they are caught up together in the 
clouds; since the change of the living saints, at the time of the resurrection of the dead, is a 

                                                      
7 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 3703-3713). Grand 
Rapids, MI., Zondervan. Kindle Edition 
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mystery which seems to have been first made known unto, and discovered by the Apostle 
Paul; see 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.” 8 

 

 Paul taught the details of the Rapture 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (GW)  
14  We believe that Jesus died and came back to life. We also believe that, through Jesus, God will 
bring back those who have died. They will come back with Jesus.  
15  We are telling you what the Lord taught. We who are still alive when the Lord comes will not go 
{into his kingdom} ahead of those who have already died.  
16  The Lord will come from heaven with a command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet {call} of God. First, the dead who believed in Christ will come back to life.  
17  Then, together with them, we who are still alive will be taken in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. In this way we will always be with the Lord.  
18  So then, comfort each other with these words! 

 

 1 Thess. 5:1-9- Paul taught The true Day of the Lord scenario 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-8 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness.  
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation.  

 

 Paul taught us that God has not appointed us to wrath- 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 (KJV)  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation.  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.  
11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.  

 
     
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
8 Gill, J. (1809). An Exposition of the New Testament (Vol. 3, p. 236). London: Mathews and Leigh. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gillexpnt?ref=Bible.1Th4.15&off=1096&ctx=ly+from+Christ%3b+and+~it+may+be+when+he+wa
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   Illustration from Tim Lahaye’s “Who will face the Tribulation?  
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