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STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 
Chapter 18 

 

The marriage analogy  
 

 

 

 The marriage analysis 
 

 Intro: 
 
2 Corinthians 11:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me.  
2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.  
 

 

 The Jewish wedding explained 
 
Walvoord- “At the time Christ was on earth there were three major aspects to this: (1) A 
marriage contract was consummated by parents of the bride and the bridegroom, and the 
parents of the bridegroom would pay a dowry to the parents of the bride. This was the legal 
marriage and would require a divorce to break the union. (2) The second step, which usually 
occurred a year later or at another suitable time, featured the bridegroom accompanied by 
his male friends going to the house of the bride at midnight with a torch parade through the 
streets. The bride would know he was coming and be ready with her maidens and would join 
the procession and go back to the home of the bridegroom. This is illustrated in the Parable of 
the Virgins in Matthew 25:1–13. (3) The third phase of the wedding was the Marriage Supper 
which might go on for days as illustrated in the wedding at Cana in John 2:1–12.”1 

 
 

 Different phraseology used in Scripture 
 

1. Bride of the Lamb 

                                                      
1 Walvoord, John F. (1990). The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook. (p. 617) Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/pkh?ref=Page.p+617&off=780
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2. Bride of Christ 

3. Wife of God 

4. Sons of God 

 

 Different viewpoints- Everybody has an opinion-Combinations? 
 

1. The church is only the bride 

2. New Jerusalem the city is only the bride 

3. Israel is only the bride 

4. The church is a man so it cannot be called a bride 

5. Combination- All the saved, Israel and the church is the bride.  

 

 Israel was already married to God- An everlasting covenant of peace 
 
Isaiah 54:5-6 (KJV)  
5  For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.  
6  For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, 
when thou wast refused, saith thy God.  

 
Jeremiah 31:31-32 (KJV)  
31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah:  
32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD: 
 
Hosea 2:18-20 (KJV)  
18  And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of 
heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the 
battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.  
19  And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.  
20  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. 
 
 

 Is the church a bride married to another? 
 

Romans 7:4 (KJV)  
4  Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God. 
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2 Corinthians 11:2 (HCSB)  
2  For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy, because I have promised you in marriage to one 
husband—to present a pure virgin to Christ. 
 

 
1. The church is the bride-The mystery and marriage analogy 
 

Ephesians 5:21-32 (KJV)  
21  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  
22  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  
23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the saviour of the body.  
24  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.  
25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  
26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  
27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  
28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  
29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church:  
30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  
31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh.  
32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

 

              Clarence Larkin speaks of the mystery: 
 
“The Mystery of the Church As the “Bride of Christ 
This was revealed to Paul, and is disclosed in Eph. 5:22–33, under the figure of the 
relation of man and wife. “This is a ‘Great Mystery’; but I speak concerning Christ and 
the Church.” The first Adam had a bride, Eve; and the second, or Last Adam must have a 
Bride, the Church. This is a “Great Mystery” because it explains why there should be a 
“Parenthetical Dispensation” between the first and Second Comings of Christ, in which, 
by grace, a chosen people should be “called out” to form the Church the Bride of 
Christ.”2 

 
 
William Blackstone: 
 

“In this precious passage (Eph. 5) the Church, as the Bride of Christ, is typified by the 
most intimate, tender and sacred relationship known among the children of men. 
Abraham's servant went into a far country (Gen. 24) to seek a bride for Isaac, who was 
the honored type of Christ as a sacrifice. Gen. 22. So has the Holy Spirit come into the 
world to seek a Bride for Jesus. The servant said, "Hinder me not." So the Holy Ghost is 
striving with the world, and pleading with cold-hearted professors, that He may hasten 

                                                      
2 Larkin, Clarence. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“. (p. 168). Philadelphia, PA: 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+53&off=756&ctx=e.+Matt.+16:13%2c+20.%0a~The+%E2%80%9CMystery+of+the+
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the presentation of the bride to the Bridegroom. See Mat 22: 2-10. Rebekah said, "I will 
go." So the Bride should be yearning to go. God has made the wedding and prepared the 
feast, and all things (except the Bride) are ready for the rapturous meeting, and blessed 
are they who are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” Rev 19: 9.3 

 
 

2. An opposing opinion- The bride is Israel 
 

Pastor Paul Sadler of the Berean Bible Society who does not believe the church is the 
bride says: 

“Some seem to think that Paul does, indeed, speak of us as the Bride of Christ in 
Ephesians 5. But they have failed to distinguish between Paul’s usage of a metaphor 
and a simile. A well-respected theologian from the turn of the century writes: 
“The confounding of the Church as the Bride in Ephesians 5, has resulted from not 
seeing the Figure of Speech used throughout the passage is that of Simile, and not 
Metaphor: `Metaphor’ places one thing for another. It is representation. `Simile’ is but 
resemblance. We must therefore not say when comparing one thing with another that 
that one thing is another. Observe the continued comparison between Christ and the 
Church of His Body, and the conduct of wives and husbands. Note the presence of 
simile in every instance, and the absence of metaphor.” 
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, AS UNTO THE LORD” (vs. 22).  
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even AS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE 
CHURCH” (vs. 23).  
“Husbands, love your wives even AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED THE CHURCH, and gave 
Himself for it” (vs. 25).  
“For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even AS 
THE LORD THE CHURCH” (vs. 29). 
So then, the apostle by using a simile instead of a metaphor is desiring to show the 
resemblance between the marriage relationship and Christ and His Church. Paul points 
to the love relationship to demonstrate that “as Christ loved the Church,” husbands 
should love their wives. In like manner, wives are to emulate the Church by submitting 
to their own husbands. Nowhere in the portion under consideration does the apostle 
use the metaphor of a bride. In fact, just the opposite is true: “…and He is the Savior of 
the BODY” (vs. 23). “For we are members of His BODY, of His flesh, and of His bones” 
(vs. 30).”4 

 
3. Another opposing opinion-The bride is a city-Finis Dake: Rev. 21:9-10 1000 years after 

Christ returns a city comes down to earth. All the redeemed will live in the city called 
the bride. 

 
Revelation 21:9-10 (KJV)  
9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven 

                                                      
3 Black Blackstone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (pp.96-97, Kindle Locations 1309-1319).London, Fleming H. Revell. 
Kindle Edition.stone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (Kindle Locations 1309-1319).  Kindle Edition. 
4 Sadler, Pastor Paul M., -Berean Bible Society - https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org -The Bride of Christ- September 1, 

1995 
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last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's 
wife.  
10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,  
 

“It is unscriptural to speak of any one company of redeemed as being the exclusive bride of 
Christ. If the city, the New Jerusalem, is the bride, then all who go to live in the Holy City 
make up the bride and not just a part of them.  

  
“All redeemed will live in the city:  
1. The Old Testament saints were promised the New Jerusalem (Heb. 11:10-16).  
2. The early church was promised the city (Jn. 14:1-3; Heb. 13:14).  
3. Every Christian is promised the city (Rev. 3:12; Jn. 14:1-3; Heb. 12:23).  
4. The 144,000 Jews will be there (Rev. 7:1-8; 12:5; 14:1-5).  
5. The Tribulation saints will go there (Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6).  
  
Therefore, we conclude that since all saints in the first resurrection (from Abel to 
the last one saved in the future Tribulation) will go to live in the New Jerusalem 
that all such saints will be members of the bride. No one person, group of 
persons, denomination, mansion, temple or any other building can be called the 
city, the Lamb's wife. It takes all to be the city -- the bride.” 5 
 

However, I believe John is shown the “bride” the saved believers, in these verses after 
he is shown this city they live in, notice the last verses: 
 
Revelation 21:24-27 (KJV)  
24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it.  
25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.  
26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.  
27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 

4. Another opinion: The church is a male soldier and not a woman bride- 
 

Hilton Sutton 
“The identity of the Church as the Bride of Christ often prevents one, especially men, 
from ever developing a strong, loving and committed relationship with Jesus. 
Throughout his epistles, the apostle Paul not only identifies the Church as the Body 
of Christ of which Christ is the Head, but he tells us that we wear armor. (See Eph. 
6:1017.) In Second Corinthians 10:4 he instructs us to use those weapons that are 
“mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.” Then he speaks, by the Holy Spirit, to 
Timothy and identifies him as “a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (II Tim. 2:3). We in the 
Body of Christ are involved in spiritual warfare. Armor and weapons are necessary 

                                                      
5 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Revelation 

"Chapter 21". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+11%3A10-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+3%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+12%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+7%3A1-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+14%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+6%3A9-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+7%3A9-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+15%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A4-6
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and vital to every believer, along with the proper instructions as to how we are to 
wear and use that which God has supplied. Revelation 19:14 further identifies us as 
an army, the same company called “saints” in Zechariah 14:5. Notice how in both 
places we are returning to the earth from heaven. We go up to heaven as victorious 
soldiers and return to earth with the same identity.”6 

 
5. The church is represented by a city called the bride symbolically like Babylon was called 

a harlot but was also a literal city, (Rev. 17-see below) The city is not the bride, the 
church is. When the call to John to come see the bride he is shown a city where the 
bride lives. This city represents her glory. 

 
6. The city is a spiritual city and is actually the saints. 

 
 

 John-The friend of the bridegroom, Israel is the wife of God, but the “bride” 
here is the future saved church. 

 
John 3:28-36 (KJV)  
28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.  
29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and 
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  
30  He must increase, but I must decrease.  
31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the 
earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.  
32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.  
33  He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.  
34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure 
unto him.  
35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.  
36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
 

1. John was saying Jesus was God because Israel is married to God, but how could she be 

called the bride here is she is already the wife? 

2. Or that those who were with Jesus were to be the future bride of Christ-(The church) 

John saw this as a prophet fore-running the Christ. He was “happy” because he got to 

hear the bridegroom’s voice. 

3. When read in context this is a prophecy of the saved church- see vs. 30-36 

4. Mathew 9:15- Jesus is the bridegroom- 

Matthew 9:15 (KJV)  
15  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the 

                                                      
6 Sutton, Hilton. (2000) Book of Revelation Revealed: An In-Depth Study on the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 
2626-2634). Word and Spirit Resources. Kindle Edition. 
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bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from 
them, and then shall they fast. 

 
“Children” are the new followers of Christ. According to Dake they are those who 

accompany the groom to get the bride before the wedding. 

5. “The idea of Messiah as bridegroom springs from such OT passages as Isaiah 54:4–6; 

62:4–5; Ezekiel 16:7–34; Hosea 2:19. There Yahweh is portrayed as the “husband” of his 

people.”7 

Isaiah 54:4-6 (KJV)  
4  Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not 
be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the 
reproach of thy widowhood any more.  
5  For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.  
6  For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of 
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.  
 
Ezekiel 16:32 (HCSB)  
32  You adulterous wife, who receives strangers instead of her husband! 
 
Hosea 2:19-20 (KJV)  
19  And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.  
20  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. 

 
 

 The language of John 14 and the Jewish marriage 
 

John 14:1-4 (KJV)  
1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you.  
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also.  
4  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  

 
1. “In my father’s house,” “I go to prepare a place for you,” and “I will come again and take 

you back there” are all Jewish traditional wedding phrases a groom would say to his bride. 

Pastor Paul Sadler of the Berean Bible Society: “In days of old, when a man and woman 

came together before a rabbi, they were betrothed to one another. Similar to our present 

day engagement, the betrothal was a binding agreement wherein the parties were actually 

classified husband and wife. Upon completion of the ceremony, the couple returned to their 

respective homes for one year. This period was to give the husband an opportunity to 

                                                      
7 Carson, D. A. (1984). “Matthew.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. (Vol. 

8. P.511). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc08?ref=Bible.Mt25.1-13&off=970&ctx=ded+(see+on+13:3a).+~The+idea+of+Messiah+
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prepare a home for his bride-to-be. It was also to ensure that the woman had been faithful, 

and was not with child. Of course, it was during this time that Mary was found with child 

before she and Joseph had come together in the intimacy of the marriage relationship 

(Matt. 1:18-25). In this regard, Christ has returned to heaven to prepare a place for His bride 

in the kingdom.”8 

2. Many commentaries refuse to comment on these verses because it is clearly about the 

Rapture and going back with Christ to heaven, or they spiritualize them and call the “place” 

a reference to salvation. 

3. The Grace New testament Commentary suggest something different- Is that place heaven 

or New Jerusalem? 

“My Father’s house” refers to heaven or to the whole universe. Many commentators 
suggest that heaven and some vague sort of heavenly dwellings are in view. This is highly 
unlikely because the eternal abode of believers is the new earth, not heaven (Rev 21:1–
27). The dwellings (mansions) refer to literal homes or apartments which someday will 
come down with the New Jerusalem out of the new heavens onto the new earth.”9 
 

4. That “place” is a literal place where we will go for a period of time. It is heavenly 
Jerusalem that will one day come back to the earth (Rev 21). While raptured and 
translated believers will one day rule with the Lord for a thousand years, it does not mean 
that they will not have access to heaven during that time. Much like the angels today who 
are able to go back and forth. 

 

                                                      
8 Sadler, Pastor Paul M. Sadler -Berean Bible Society - https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org -The Bride of Christ- 

September 1, 1995 
9 Wilkin, Robert N. (2010). “The Gospel according to John.” The Grace New Testament Commentary. Ed. Robert N. Wilkin. 

(p.443). Denton, TX: Grace Evangelical Society.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/gracentcomm01?ref=Bible.Jn14.2&off=6&ctx=ns+to+heaven.%0a14:2.+~%E2%80%9CMy+Father%E2%80%99s+house%E2%80%9D+
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