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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 19 
 

The marriage analogy continued 
 

 

(Outline continued from last chapter) 

 

I. Matthew 25:1-13- 10 virgins (bridesmaids) 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 (KJV)  
1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the bridegroom.  
2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  
3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:  
4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  
5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  
6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.  
7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  
8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  
9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves.  
10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut.  
11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  
12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  
13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  

 

1. Pastor Paul M. Sadler states this: 
“Moving farther along in the gospel according to Matthew, we have the parable of the ten 
virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). Here we learn that only believing Israel will participate in the actual 
marriage of the Lamb. You will recall that there were five wise virgins and five foolish. When 
the bridegroom delayed his coming the lamps of the unwise virgins ran out of oil as they 
slumbered. Therefore, the five foolish virgins, representative of the unsaved, were 
unprepared when the midnight cry came “Behold, the bridegroom cometh!” While they went 



Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                                Chp 19- The Marriage Analogy Cont. 

 

2 
 

to purchase oil, the Bridegroom came “…and they [five saved virgins] that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage” (vs. 10).”1 

 
Pastor Sadler also believed Israel would see this fulfilled at the revelation of Christ and that 
the church was not the bride. He believes Israel is the bride and NOT the church (See his 
article for a good explanation of this viewpoint- https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org -The 
Bride of Christ- September 1, 1995).  

 
However, the saved and believing saints of Israel will go up in the pre-Trib. Rapture (and 
possibly other catching aways) and those unbelieving will show up at the revelation.  
This helps us interpret Matt 25 correctly. Is it about Israel and about the Rapture also? Or it’s 
about neither some say. 

 
2. “Dispensationalists divide on whether this parable relates to the “Rapture” of the church 

(A.C. Gaebelein) or the Second Advent, following the Tribulation (Walvoord),”2 

 
POSB- “Wedding, Jewish: this event, so unlike what occurs in most countries, was a common 
custom among Jews. The wedding festivities, which lasted for a whole week, were centered 
in the home where the couple was to live. The bridegroom was allowed to show up at any 
moment and enter the house; but when he chose to come, he always sent a man ahead 
crying out, “Behold, the bridegroom comes.” This enabled everyone to prepare for his 
arrival. The bride had ten young ladies (virgins) who were always to be prepared to rush out 
and meet the bridegroom. In the event that he came at night, they were to have lamps ready 
so they could go out to light his path along the streets. This is the picture Christ was painting 
of His return.3 

 
However, this passage is speaking of “bridemaids” not a “bride.” There is a difference. 

 
Key: Notice the bride is not mentioned here it’s those who are called virgins admonished to 
be ready even if He delays his coming. They are the bridesmaids. The church is the bride. He 
has already come for the bride and has returned for the bridesmaids. 

 
3. Ironside believed this speaks of the history of the church since the reformation and a 

apostate church missing the Rapture:  
 “Ever since the Reformation this midnight cry has been sounding but becoming ever clearer 
as the end nears. With it there came a great awakening. The wise unto salvation trimmed 
their lamps: their testimony became brighter. But those who were unreal found that they 
were without oil to replenish their lamps. The wise could not impart to them but directed 

                                                      
1 Sadler, Pastor Paul M., -Berean Bible Society - https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org -The Bride of Christ- September 1, 1995 
2 Carson, D. A. (1984). “Matthew.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. (Vol. 8. 

P.52). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 
3 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (1996). Matthew: Chapters 16:13–28:20 (Vol. II, p. 209). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership 

Ministries Worldwide. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc08?ref=Bible.Mt25.1-13&off=1513&ctx=g+and+as+it+stands.%0a~While+dispensational
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv612mt2?ref=Bible.Mt25.1-13&off=3523&ctx=3)+Wedding%2c+Jewish:+~this+event%2c+so+unlik
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them to the source of supply; and we are told that the Bridegroom came while they went to 
buy. Those who were ready went in to the marriage, but the rest were left outside. They 
knocked for admittance later but found they were too late. From within came the voice of 
the Bridegroom saying, “I know you not.” They were shut out forever. 
The admonition that follows is simply, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour.” The words “wherein the Son of Man cometh” are not found in the best manuscripts. It 
is not the coming of the Son of Man that is in view here, but the return of the Bridegroom.”4 

 
4. Dake believed this has nothing to do with the Rapture nor the Second Coming other than 

preparedness. He says that the door of salvation does not close during the Tribulation period 
spoken of in Vs. 10. 

 
“Notes For verse 13 
a [Watch therfore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh] This is the point illustrated by this story of an oriental wedding: You people on earth 
in the kingdom of heaven take a lesson from these virgins and be always watchful in view of 
My coming. The details must not be interpreted here any more than if they were used in an 
illustration outside the Bible. They were necessary in order to make the story to illustrate 
watchfulness, but to teach various doctrines from them is unscriptural. No less than a dozen 
false doctrines are based upon the details of this parable.”5 (See his list in chapter 25) 

 

5. The Word Biblical Commentary: 
 
D.A. Hagner: “While the main point of the parable has to do with the importance of 
preparedness, various specific elements carry obvious allegorical significance (see 
Lambrecht). Thus the bridegroom is Christ, his coming is the delayed parousia, the wise and 
foolish virgins are faithful and unfaithful disciples, and the final scene symbolizes the 
eschatological judgment. On the other hand, one almost certainly goes too far in concluding 
that torches symbolize good works and that this provides the “interpretive key” to the 
parable, as Donfried argues.” 6 

6. KEY: Luke 13:23-30 gives a clue to this parable. It is possibly a reference to the Day of the 
Lord and the Jews. The ten virgins are all Israel during the Tribulation period waiting for the 
messiah. Some make it into salvation, but others don’t. 

 
Luke 13:23-30 (KJV)  
23  Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them,  
24  Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able.  
25  When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand 
without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say 

                                                      
4 Ironside, H. A. (1948). Expository notes on the Gospel of Matthew. (p. 328). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers. 
5 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 25". 
6 Hagner, D. A. (1998). Matthew 14–28 (Vol. 33B, p. 728). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ironside61mt?ref=Bible.Mt25&off=2896&ctx=e+out+to+meet+Him!%E2%80%9D%0a~Ever+since+the+Refor
https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc33b?ref=Bible.Mt25.1-13&off=8699&ctx=D.+~While+the+main+point+of+the+parable+h
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unto you, I know you not whence ye are:  
26  Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets.  
27  But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity.  
28  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.  
29  And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, 
and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.  
30  And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall be last. 

 
This language matches the 10 virgins parable and is clearly about the “Sheep and Goats” 
Judgment where Christ judges Israel and the world after His return at Armageddon and 
before the 1000 year reign. 
  

7. Theologian Lewis Chafer believed it is specifically about the separation of the believing Jews 
and unbelieving Jews at the “Sheep and Goats” Judgment after Christ physical return to the 
earth.  

 

Chafer- “It is worthy of special note that not all of Israel will enter the kingdom. As five out 
of ten virgins are refused admission to the marriage feast on earth (cf. Matt. 25:10, R.V.), so 
a portion of Israel will be rejected.”7 

 
 

J. When does the marriage happen?  
 
At the Rapture of the church THE WEDDING of the bride will happen in heaven, then WHEN Christ 
returns to the Earth physically the wedding SUPPER happens (Revelation 19:7- When all the guest 
are there just prior to his return, called the Day of the Lord). 

 

K. Jesus told two illustrations about a wedding- 
 
Luke 14- is related to Israel refusing to come to supper and to who is invited to the wedding?  
Matthew 22:1-14 is clearer. 

 
1. Luke’s wedding analogy 

 
Luke 14:8 (KJV)  
8  When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more 
honourable man than thou be bidden of him; 

 

                                                      
7 Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology (Vol. 4- P.141). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 

Proof: 

This is 

about 

the Jews 

https://ref.ly/logosres/chafersysth?ref=VolumePage.V+5%2c+p+128&off=997&ctx=.+1:10%3b+James+5:7).+~Thus+it+should+be+no
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Luke 14:15-24 (KJV)  
15  And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is 
he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.  
16  Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:  
17  And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are 
now ready.  
18  And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.  
19  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me 
excused.  
20  And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.  
21  So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being 
angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.  
22  And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.  
23  And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.  
24  For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.  

 
The Jews were invited to supper and refused it: Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a 
great supper and invited many….. 
 
Gentiles are invited to the supper because of the Jews rejection of Christ: Luke 14:21 

 
2. Matthew’s wedding analogy (Joel 2:16) 

 
Matthew 22:1-14 (KJV)  
1  And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said,  
2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,  
3  And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not 
come.  
4  Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared 
my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.  
5  But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise:  
6  And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them.  
7  But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed 
those murderers, and burned up their city.  
8  Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 
worthy.  
9  Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.  
10  So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, 
both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.  
11  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding 
garment:  
12  And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And 
he was speechless.  
13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Luke%2014.21
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outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
14  For many are called, but few are chosen.  

 
This story is also about the Sheep and Goats Judgment. 
 
Those who know the way- Christians are invited to the "supper of the Lamb": Rev 19:9 Then 
he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 

 
3. Who are the guests called to the supper? Rev. 19:19- All the Tribulation saints and Israelites 

who follow the Lord after the Rapture? 
 

Revelation 19:9 (KJV)  
9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

 

Clarence Larkin’s opinion- “In Rev 19: 9 we read- "Blessed are they which are called unto the 
"Marriage Supper' of the Lamb." Now the "Bride" would not be "called" (invited), she has a 
place there of her own right. The "called" are the "Guests." And in the Parable of the 
"Marriage of the King's Son" (Mat 22: 1-14), those who were "bidden to the Wedding" were 
"Guests" not the Bride. John the Baptist, who stands for the Old Jewish Dispensation, 
claimed to be only the "Friend of the Bridegroom." Joh 3: 29. At the Rapture all the "Dead in 
Christ" will rise, and that includes all the Old Testament Saints, and there will be present at 
the Marriage of the Lamb the "Blood Washed Multitude" that come out of the "Tribulation," 
after the Church is caught out. These will all be "Blessed" but they will not be a part of the 
Bride.”8 

 
 

L. In Rev. 19:7-9 “His”- Jesus’ “wife” not his “bride” has “made herself ready.”  
 

The wedding has already taken place by Rev. 19 when Jesus physically comes back at the “Day of 
the Lord.” The wedding feast happens 7 years later. This is what is being declared to be happening 
just before Armageddon. The “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” in Revelation 19 includes all those 
who are saved up to that point. This is the Jewish tradition to have the marriage feast 7 days after 
the wedding. (See Joel 2:16- Lit. “the wife out of her chamber.”) 
 
Joel 2:16 (KJV)  
16  Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that 
suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 
 
Revelation 19:7-9 (HCSB)  
7  Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife 
has prepared herself.  

                                                      
8 Larkin, Clarence. (1918). Dispensational Truth, or “God’s Plan and Purpose in the Ages“ (p.59). Philadelphia, PA: 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Rev%2019.9
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispentrth?ref=Page.p+8&off=677&ctx=as+furnished+by+the+~Rev.+Daniel+Whitby+(
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8  She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure. For the fine linen represents the righteous acts of the 
saints.  
9  Then he said to me, “Write: Those invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb are fortunate!” He also said 
to me, “These words of God are true.”  

 
The “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” in the Revelation 19 will include all those saved up to that 
point.  Some say the church is the bride, and the guest are those who come up afterwards at 
different times or catching aways (This would include a mid and post Tribulation Rapture). Don’t 
forget the two witnesses. (Rev. 11:3-13) 
 

1. If the wife or bride announced here is the New Jerusalem city and is said to be ready, then why 

don’t we see it come down until 1000 years plus later? Here the bride does come down, the 

saints clothed in white. It is the church with all those invited and in attendance just before 

Armageddon.  

 
2. The Marriage Supper is the last step in the Jewish wedding- Walvoord:  

“The Wedding Supper Announced 
Revelation 19:7–10. John was next introduced to the wedding of the Lamb, literally, the 
“marriage supper” (Gr., gamos). This announcement has to be seen in the background of the 
ceremonies concerning marriage customs in the ancient world.”9 
 
“In view of this custom, it is significant that what is here announced is the wedding feast, or 
supper, and the implication is that the first two steps of the wedding have taken place. This 
would fit naturally into the prophetic fulfillment of this illustration in that the legal phase of the 
wedding was consummated on earth when an individual believer puts his trust in Christ as 
Saviour. He has been bought by the blood of Christ and now belongs to Christ in the sense of a 
betrothal. Accordingly, unfaithfulness for the bride in this situation is considered adultery. 
The second phase of the marriage of the Lamb is illustrated in the Rapture of the church when 
Christ comes to claim His bride and take her to the Father’s house. The marriage supper of the 
Lamb would then follow as the third and final step.”10 

 
3. This event probably happens on earth during the interim period or could be a pre-Armageddon 

event. 

 

M.  Isn’t the holy city the bride? As a bride 
 

Revelation 21:2 (KJV)  
2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 

                                                      
9 Walvoord, John F. (1990). The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook. (p.617) Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
10 Walvoord, John F. (1990). The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook. (p.617) Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pkh?ref=Page.p+617&off=780
https://ref.ly/logosres/pkh?ref=Page.p+617&off=780
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Revelation 21:9-10 (KJV)  
9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, 
and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.  
10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the 
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

 
1. John’s first statement makes the most sense.-Rev 21:2 Prepared like a bride, not “here is the 

bride.” 
 

Revelation 21:2 (HCSB)  
2  I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a 
bride adorned for her husband.  

 

2. Walvoord believes the bride is a host of people and states the bride here –a literal city may 
be suspended above the earth during the Millennium for the translated believers: and that 
the bride cannot be both a city and a group of people. Because the bride is in the city it is like 
the bride adorned beautifully. 

 
“Most important, however, is the fact that the city is declared to come down from God out 
of heaven. In the Greek, the expression “out of heaven” precedes the phrase “from God,” 
just the reverse of the Authorized Version order. Nothing is said about the new Jerusalem 
being created at this point and the language seems to imply that it has been in existence in 
heaven prior to this event (for further discussion, see 21:9). Nothing is revealed concerning 
this in Scripture unless the expression of John 14:2, “I go to prepare a place for you,” refers 
to this. If the new Jerusalem is in existence throughout the Millennial reign of Christ, it is 
possible that it is a satellite city suspended over the earth during the thousand-year reign of 
Christ as the dwelling place of resurrected and translated saints who also have access to the 
earthly scene. This would help explain an otherwise difficult problem of the dwelling place of 
resurrected and translated beings on the earth during a period in which men are still in their 
natural bodies and living ordinary lives”11 

 
  He further states: 
 

“Some scholars also have been confused because the city is referred to as “prepared as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her husband” (Rev. 21:2). Some have tried to spiritualize the 
New Jerusalem as if it were a company of people. As Revelation continues, however, it is 
quite clear that it is a literal city that is intended, and the reference to it being beautiful like 
a beautiful bride is only a way to refer to its beauty and its newness.”12 

 
 “…The problem mentioned in verse 2 of how a city could also be a bride carries over to this 
description. Actually, the bride of Christ is composed of people, those who have accepted 

                                                      
11 Walvoord, John F. (2008) The Revelation of Jesus Christ. (p. 312) Galaxie Software. 
12 Walvoord, John F. (1990). The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook. (p.633) Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-walv-revjc?ref=Bible.Re14.14&off=2630&ctx=tthew+13:30%2c+39%E2%80%9342.%0a~Some+commentators+li
https://ref.ly/logosres/pkh?ref=Page.p+617&off=780
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Christ in the present age and who form the church, the body of Christ. In showing John the 
Holy City, there is a relationship to the bride in that the beauty of the Holy City is similar to 
the beauty of the bride. Obviously, a literal meaning cannot be that it is both a city and a 
bride, and so one must complement the other.”13 

 
3. Finis Dake believes the city is the bride and the saints are members of the bride: He believed 

that the church is already married so it is not the bride mentioned in Rev 19 and in Rev. 21. 
Keep in mind these next paragraphs are Dake’s views. 

 
“The Bride of Christ-  
  

Rev. 21:9-10 should settle once and forever what the bride of Christ is.  
  

What Bride of Christ Is Not:  
  

1. It is not Israel of Old Testament times.  
2. It is not a part of the New Testament church.  
3. It is not the whole New Testament church.   
4. It is not the 144,000 Jews.  
5. It is not the Tribulation saints.  
6. It is not any single individual or any one special group of individuals out of the 
redeemed.  
7. It is not any one denomination or all the denominations combined.  
  

What the Bride of Christ Is:  
It is "that great city, the holy Jerusalem" (Rev. 21:2,9-10). This is what the angel pointed 
out to John when he promised to show him the bride, the Lamb's wife -- the Holy City, the 
heavenly Jerusalem. What a simple revelation!  
It is unscriptural to speak of any one company of redeemed as being the exclusive bride of 
Christ. If the city, the New Jerusalem, is the bride, then all who go to live in the Holy City 
make up the bride and not just a part of them.  
  

All redeemed will live in the city:  
  

1. The Old Testament saints were promised the New Jerusalem (Heb. 11:10-16).  
2. The early church was promised the city (Jn. 14:1-3; Heb. 13:14).  
3. Every Christian is promised the city (Rev. 3:12; Jn. 14:1-3; Heb. 12:23).  
4. The 144,000 Jews will be there (Rev. 7:1-8; 12:5; 14:1-5).  
5. The Tribulation saints will go there (Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6).  
  

                                                      
13 Walvoord, John F. (1990). The Prophecy Knowledge Handbook. (p.636) Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+11%3A10-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+3%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+12%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+7%3A1-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+14%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+6%3A9-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+7%3A9-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+15%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A4-6
https://ref.ly/logosres/pkh?ref=Page.p+617&off=780
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Therefore, we conclude that since all saints in the first resurrection (from Abel to the last 
one saved in the future Tribulation) will go to live in the New Jerusalem that all such saints 
will be members of the bride. No one person, group of persons, denomination, mansion, 
temple or any other building can be called the city, the Lamb's wife. It takes all to be the 
city -- the bride.  
  

It would be scriptural, however to say concerning the redeemed, that they are now 
married to Christ under the terms of the New Covenant, that they are citizens of heaven, 
that they have a hope of going to live in the New Jerusalem, and that because of this they 

expect to be a part of the bride of Christ or a part of the heavenly city. But no one is 
actually a part of the bride until he begins to live in the city, which is the bride, the Lamb's 
wife (Rev. 21:9-10).  
  

Students for centuries have called the church the bride of Christ but this is unscriptural. 
The church will become a part of the bride when its members begin to live in the New 
Jerusalem but it will not be the exclusive bride of Christ. All the redeemed of all other ages 
will also be a part of the bride (Rev. 21:9-10).  
  
  

The Wife of Christ…  
  
  

The wife or bride here is the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, and is the same as the wife in 
Rev. 19:7, which is the redeemed of all ages who will have part in the first resurrection and 
who will live in the New Jerusalem forever. Just because the wife of Rev. 19:7 is not called 
a bride is no proof that she is not a bride. Are not all women who marry called brides? It is 
true that Israel is married to God (see The Sun-Clothed Woman), but this is no proof that 
she is the wife and bride of Rev. 19:7; 21:2,9; 22:17.  
  

Eight proofs that the church is now married:  
  

1. Jesus called Himself the bridegroom of Christians (Mt. 9:15; Mk. 2:19-20; Lk. 5:34-35).  
  

2. John called Christ the bridegroom (Jn. 3:29). The Greek word for "bridegroom" in all 
these passages is numphios (GSN-<G3566>), a newly married man.  
  

3. Christians are married to God and Christ under the terms of the New Testament as Israel 
was married to God under the terms of the O.T (Mt. 26:28; Lk. 22:20; 2Cor. 3; Heb. 12:24).  
  

4. Paul taught that Christians are married to Christ by the new covenant (Rom. 7:1-6).  
  

5. Paul taught that Old Testament saints will not be perfected apart from New Testament 
saints (Heb. 11:40). This means that all will be perfected together as those who make the 
inhabitants of the New Jerusalem, the Lamb's wife.  
  

Finis Dake’s 

view of the 

city of God 
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6. Jesus in Rev. 22:16-17, after the ascension, recognized that believers on earth were 
already His bride or were to be a part of His bride.  
  

7. Paul in 1Cor. 11:3; 12:12-28; Eph. 4:12-16; 5:25-33 used the marriage relationship to 
illustrate and teach the relationship of Christ to His church, proving Christians are now 
married to Christ.  
  

8. Paul taught that believers are now joined to the Lord or married to Him in one Spirit, as 
Israel was in the Old Testament days (Isa. 56:6; Jer. 50:5).  
  

The marriage of Christ completed:  
  

It is clear from the above the Christians are now married to Christ. It is also clear from Rev. 
19:1-10 that they are to have final marriage festivities. The seeming difference may be 
explained by Hebrew custom (note, Mt. 1:18). The betrothed parties were legally in the 
position of a married couple and unfaithfulness in this period was adultery (Dt. 22:23; Mt. 
1:19). The concluding festivities took place at the actual time of coming together as man 
and wife at which time a marriage supper was given. The marriage was consummated by 
entrance into the wedding chamber. The marriage supper of the Lamb in Rev. 19 is simply 
the concluding ceremony, not the marriage contract entered into at conversion.” 14 

 
4. Walvoord sites others who believe the city is the church in symbolic language: 

 
 “The only description of the new Jerusalem given in verse 2 is embodied in the phrase 
“prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Because of the fact that the church, the 
Body of Christ, is considered under the symbolism of a bride in the New Testament in 
contrast to Israel as the wife of Jehovah, some have attempted to limit the new Jerusalem as 
having reference only to the church. Snell argues at length that the new Jerusalem is 
specifically the bride, that is, the saints of the present dispensation, the church. He believes 
rather than a literal, physical city in the eternal state that the new Jerusalem represents the 
church as the people of God. The church is seen in this section as in the millennium rather 
than in the eternal state.15 Van Ryn also takes a common position when he says, “This city is 
apparently a symbolic description of the Bride herself.”16 

 

Walvoord like Dake on this point, continues to say that the city represents all the saved not 
just the Church-bride: 

 
“The subsequent description of the new Jerusalem in this chapter makes plain that saints 
of all ages are involved and that what we have here is not the church per se but a city or 

                                                      
14 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 
James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 21". 
15 Snell, H. H., (1892). Notes on the Revelation, (pp. 231-45). Fourth edition. London: A. S. Rouse. 
16 Walvoord, John. F. (2008). The Revelation of Jesus Christ (p. 313). Galaxie Software. 
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dwelling place having the freshness and beauty of a bride adorned for marriage to her 
husband.” 17 

 
W. Grant holds that the new Jerusalem will contain the saints of all ages.  

 
“On the basis of Hebrews 11:10, 16 where Abraham is said to look for a heavenly city, 
Grant concludes that while it is the bride-city, it nevertheless has other occupants: 

 
Why should it not be the bride-city, named from the bride-church, whose home it is, and 
yet contains other occupants?… the heavenly city, the dwelling-place of God, permitting 
none of the redeemed to be outside of it but opening its gates widely to all.”18 {pb 314} 

 
Jennings likewise includes the saints of all ages in the heavenly Jerusalem: 

 

“But since thus all saints of the olden times, be they prior to any distinction, 
as Enoch; or Gentile, as Job; or Jewish, as Abraham, may have their place in 
this city, she [the new Jerusalem] must by no means be accounted as 
characteristically Jewish. The Jerusalem of the Jews is ever and always on the 
earth, nor does she come out of heaven at all, since she has never left the 
earth; but the glory of the Lord rises upon her there (Isa. 60:1)… . Every child 
of God through all the ages, whose earthly tabernacle has been dissolved, 
shall be at this time in his heavenly house, and thus together form the 
heavenly city.”19 

Hebrews 11:8-11 (HCSB)  
8  By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went out to a place he was going to receive 
as an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he was going.  
9  By faith he stayed as a foreigner in the land of promise, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
coheirs of the same promise.  
10  For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
11  By faith even Sarah herself, when she was unable to have children, received power to conceive 
offspring, even though she was past the age, since she considered that the One who had promised 
was faithful.  
 
Hebrews 11:16 (HCSB)  
16  But they now desire a better place—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for He has prepared a city for them.  

 
Abraham was looking for a city built and prepared for him by God. That city will include the 
righteous of Israel too, not just the church. 
 

5. John Darby writes concerning Rev 21:9 that the city is the estate of the bride: 

                                                      
17 Walvoord, John F. (2008).  The Revelation of Jesus Christ. (p.313). Galaxie Software.  
18 F.W. (2005) Grant The Revelation of Jesus Christ, p. 231. Galaxie Software. (New York: Loizeaux Bros. 1882). 
19 F. C. Jennings, Studies in Revelation, pp. 566-67. 
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“The vision goes on to shew its relationship to those on the earth, and its inhabitants: a 
seeming inconsistency, but no real one; for the city is viewed as the estate of the bride. 
Where the inhabitants are spoken of, it is the individual blessing. The nations, spared in the 
judgments on earth, walk in the light of it; the world does, in a measure, in that of the 
assembly now, Then the glory will be perfect.”20 

 
6. The Bible Knowledge Commentary with Walvoord as contributor says: 

 
“The 12 foundations to the city’s wall bore the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb. The 
apostles were part of the church, the body of Christ. Thus both the church and Israel will be 
in the city; the former are represented by the apostles’ names on the foundations (v. 14), 
and the latter by the names of Israel’s 12 tribes on the gates (v. 12). The distinction between 
Israel and the church is thus maintained.”21 

 
7. Come see the bride, the Lamb’s wife… whether the city represents the bride or is the bride- 

all the saints will abide there. Rev. 21:27 
Revelation 21:9 (KJV)  
9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
Revelation 21:27 (KJV)  
27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

8. A final word- To the Philadelphia church and to us: A possible answer 
 
Revelation 3:12 (KJV)  
12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new 
name. 

 
 If one is an overcomer Jesus says He will write the name of the New Jerusalem on him. Could 
that name be “Bride?” Here is proof that the church has two names: The bride AND New 
Jerusalem. Or, If the city is called “bride” then so is the church. 

 

N.  Sons of God are the bride of Christ?  
 

We are sons as individuals, and the bride as a group. 
 

                                                      
20 John Darby- John Darby's Synopsis of the Bible Published in 1857-1862; public domain. Rev. 21:9 
21 Walvoord, John F. (1985).  “Revelation.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. Walvoord 

and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.986). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

KEY 
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O. Conclusion: Rev. 21:9- The mystery was always about the bride, the church. 
 

Revelation 22:16-19 (HCSB)  
16  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star.”  
17  Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Anyone who hears should say, “Come!” And the one who is 
thirsty should come. Whoever desires should take the living water as a gift.  
18  I testify to everyone who hears the prophetic words of this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add 
to him the plagues that are written in this book.  
19  And if anyone takes away from the words of this prophetic book, God will take away his share of the 
tree of life and the holy city, written in this book.  
 

In the end all saved people will be there represented with a great city New Jerusalem as their 
home. 
 
Revelation 21:9 (GW)  
9  One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the last seven plagues came to me and said, 
“Come! I will show you the bride, the wife of the lamb.”  

 
Could he not just be saying, “I will show what the conclusion to this great marriage is”? A great 
number of people saved and live in a celestial city now existing on earth. 

 

The “wedding” is an analogy that Jesus follows through with. Yes the church is His body (Flesh of 
my flesh-Ephes.5) There are more Scriptures about the church being the bride than a HE. It seems 
the bride-city represents all the saints who are the church are included in the bride who will live 
there forever. 

 


