
1 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
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A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

 
 

Rapture typology  
 

 

 

 Rapture typology- 1 Cor. 10:1-11- Hebrews 10:1 
 

1 Corinthians 10:1-11 (KJV)  
1  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea;  
2  And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  
3  And did all eat the same spiritual meat;  
4  And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and 
that Rock was Christ.  
5  But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.  
6  Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted.  
7  Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play.  
8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand.  
9  Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.  
10  Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.  
11  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.  

 
Hebrews 10:1 (KJV)  
1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.  

 
Many of the Old Testament things were types and shadows representing New Testament concepts 
in Christ. 
 

Defined: Typology is a method of biblical interpretation where an element found in the Old 
Testament is seen to prefigure one found in the New Testament. 
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Examples:  
 

1. "AS the days of Noah were, SO shall also the coming of the Son of Man be." Mat. 24: 37. 
  

2. "AS Moses lifted up the serpent in the Wilderness, even SO must the Son of Man be lifted up." 
John 3: 14.  

 
3. "AS Jonah was three days and three nights in the Whale's belly; SO shall the Son of Man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Mat. 12: 40. 
 

 

A. Typology in the Old Testament 
 

Numbers 21:5-9 (KJV)  
5  And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this 
light bread.  
6  And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of 
Israel died.  
7  Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses 
prayed for the people.  
8  And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.  
9  And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 

 

 
“It is a well-established fact that Scripture contains typology—passages which do not explicitly 
teach doctrine, but which provide “hints” concerning aspects of God’s plans and actions. For 
example, Christ points to the incident where Moses raises a serpent on a pole (Num. Num. 21:9) 
as a type (demonstration or model) of His crucifixion (John John 3:14-16). Although the doctrine 
of the crucifixion cannot be taught from the passage in Numbers, by God’s design the correlation 
between the incident of the serpent on a pole and the crucifixion is meant to be instructive and 
worthy of study: 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of Biblical Typology: Moses and the Serpent on a Pole (Num. 21:1) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=john+3:14-16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-1.html
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Type (Model) Antitype (Fulfillment) 

The Israelites were bitten by serpents resulting in 
death (Num. Num. 21:6). 

Adam and Eve, and by extension all of mankind, were 
“bitten by Satan” resulting in the curse of death (Gen. 
Gen. 3:1, Gen. 3:19). 

Moses lifted up the serpent on a pole (Num. Num. 
21:9). Jesus was lifted up on a tree (Acts Acts 5:30). 

Moses placed a serpent on the pole (Num. Num. 
21:9). 

Jesus was nailed to the cross. God made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin for us (Isa. Isa. 53:6, Isa. 53:10; 2Cor. 
2Cor. 5:21). 

Merely looking on the serpent on the pole provided 
life (Num. Num. 21:9).1  

Merely trusting in Jesus on the cross provides life (Isa. 
Isa. 45:22; John John 3:16; Rev. Rev. 2:7+). 

The serpent was cursed (Gen. Gen. 3:14). Christ was made a curse for us (Gal. Gal. 3:13). 

The serpent deceived man using a tree (Gen. Gen. 
3:6; Num. Num. 21:9). Christ redeemed man using a tree (Acts Acts 10:39). 

The serpent, representing sin, was brazen—a metal 
not consumed by fire, representing judgment (Num. 
Num. 21:9). 

Those who trust in Christ are sinners, but their sin is 
judged while they themselves are not consumed. 

 

These are a few examples of the extent to which typology can reveal subtle aspects concerning a 

related event. Here, the serpent on a pole incident sets forth numerous aspects of the 

crucifixion of Christ hundreds of years in advance. We could make a similar study of Abraham’s 

offering of Isaac which models, in advance, the offering of another Son by another Father on the 

very same mountain (Gen. Gen. 22:1). Or we could point to the book of Ruth and the way in 

which Boaz, Ruth, and Naomi model Jesus, the Church, and Israel.2 Our point here is to establish 

the fact that God has embedded within the events of Scripture small “gems” of additional insight 

into future events for those with eyes to see them. These typological hints cannot be used to 

teach doctrine, but neither should they be ignored. The student of God’s Word who ignores 

them is overlooking a mine of riches.”1  

 

                                                      
1 http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/related-topics/typology-and-the-rapture.html#102508E 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-19.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/5-30.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/53-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/53-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/5-21.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/related-topics/typology-and-the-rapture.html#103553E
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/45-22.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/revelation/2-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-2/revelation-2-7.html#3.2.7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-14.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/3-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/10-39.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/related-topics/abraham-offers-isaac.html#4.16.3.1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/related-topics/abraham-offers-isaac.html#4.16.3.1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/22-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/related-topics/typology-and-the-rapture.html#103597E
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B. New Testament Rapture Typology- 
 

1. Revelation 4- 
After the seven letters to the seven churches of chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, John hears a 
voice like a trumpet calling him up to heaven (Rev. Rev. 4:1 1Th. 1Th. 4:16). Thereafter, the 
Church appears in heaven. 

 
Revelation 4:1-2 (KJV)  
1  After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard 
was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 
things which must be hereafter.  
2  And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne.  

 
2. The morning Star- 

 
The overcomer at the church of Thyatira is promised “the morning star” (Rev. Rev. 2:28). 
The morning star is Christ (Rev. Rev. 22:16). The morning star rises near the end of the long 
night, before the night has run its course and before the dawn. The night is the current age. 
The day is the Millennial reign of Christ. The morning star will appear to those who watch 
for Him before the night concludes (Heb. 9:28). 

 
Revelation 2:26-28 (KJV)  
26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations:  
27  And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father.  
28  And I will give him the morning star. 

 
 
 

C. Old Testament Rapture typology- 
 

1. Enoch raptured before the flood- 
 

Genesis 5:23-24 (KJV)  
23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:  
24  And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 

 
2. Noah and the flood- The day that Noah entered 

 
Luke 17:22 (KJV)  
22  And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days 
of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it. 
Luke 17:26-27 (KJV)  
26  And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/reference-information/266-seven-churches.html#5.2.66
http://www.biblestudytools.com/revelation/4-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-thessalonians/4-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/revelation/2-28.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/revelation/22-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/9-28.html
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27  They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 

 
Chuck Missler: “In the account of Noah, there are three groups facing the coming Flood for 
which only Noah and his immediate family were prepared. There were those who perished 
in the Flood, the eight who were preserved through it, and those who were removed from 
the Earth prior to the event. In the Genesis account, the Flood doesn’t take place until 
righteous Methuselah has passed away, but his father Enoch never dies because he is 
raptured. The rapture of Enoch is likened unto the Rapture of the Bride of Christ”2 

 
Matthew 24:37-39 (KJV)-  
37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. 

 
Matthew’s version includes a warning for the Church and Israel-3 Two “days” 

                                                      
2 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 96-Kindle Locations 843-847). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
3http://bibledefended.com/charts/Daysofnoahlot.html 
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3. Lot and Sodom-Saved from the wrath of God- 
 

Genesis 19:15-22 (KJV)  
15  And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  
16  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and 
set him without the city.  
17  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; 
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed.  
18  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:  
19  Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which 
thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil 
take me, and I die:  
20  Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not 
a little one?) and my soul shall live.  
21  And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not 
overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.  
22  Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the 
name of the city was called Zoar. 
 

God’s grace allowed them to escape clean away. The church has to be removed before the 
Lord judges the earth. 
 

4. Moses-Egypt is a type of the world and Canaan a type of heaven-An exodus to heaven- John 
14 
 

 

D. Calling his ambassadors home- 
 

2 Corinthians 5:19-21 (HCSB)  
19  That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us.  
20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on 
Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.”  
21  He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him. 

 
Mark Hitchcock: “Most Americans are well aware of what happened on December 7, 1941. It 
was “a day that will live in infamy.” The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, inflicting heavy 
casualties on the U.S. Navy and crippling our Pacific fleet. Many people also know what 
happened on December 8, 1941. President Franklin D. Roosevelt called on Congress to make a 
formal declaration of war against Japan and the Axis powers of Germany and Italy. But do you 
know what happened on December 9, 1941? President Roosevelt issued an order calling all of 
the U.S. ambassadors home from Japan, Germany, and Italy. Before he unleashed the full wrath 
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of the American military machine on those nations, he wanted to make sure that no American 
civilians were in harm's way. The wrath of America was for her enemies, not her own people. In 
the same way, before God declares war on this godless world at the beginning of the Tribulation, 
unleashing His unmitigated wrath, He will call His ambassadors home.”4 

 
 

E.  12 total Raptures recorded in the Bible- 11 or 12 
 

1. 3 Old Testament Raptures- 

 
a) Enoch- Genesis 5:21-24, Hebrews 11:5; Enoch was a prophet of judgment in the days 

before the flood who announced the coming of the Lord (see Jude 1:14—15).5 

Genesis 5:21-24 (KJV)  
21  And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:  
22  And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons 
and daughters:  
23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:  
24  And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
 

Translated here meant raptured up alive 
 
Hebrews 11:5 (KJV)  
5  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God 
had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

 
Jude 1:14-15 (KJV)  
14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  
15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  

 
 

b) Elijah- Later Elijah appeared with Jesus and Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (see 

Matthew 17:1-3). In addition, according to Malachi 4:5 Elijah will return to earth in some 

way during the Tribulation period before the Lords Second Coming 

2 Kings 2:1 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 
Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.  
 

                                                      
4 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (pp. 105-106). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
5 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (P.56). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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2 Kings 2:11 (KJV)  
11  And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 
 
Malachi 4:5 (KJV)  
5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
the LORD: 

 
 

c) Isaiah- possibly taken up physically 

Isaiah 6:1-3 (KJV)  
1  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple.  
2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  
3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth 
is full of his glory.  

 

Mark Hitchcock-“I believe that Isaiah experienced a rapture—an actual catching up to 
heaven where he saw the Lord seated on His throne. If this interpretation is correct, then 
like Enoch and Elijah, Isaiah too was transported, translated, or raptured to heaven. Of 
course, unlike Enoch and Elijah, Isaiah came back to earth, fulfilled his ministry, and 
eventually died.”6 

 
If this is true then John also should be included-however, they were not translated 

 
 

2. 3 or 4 New Testament Raptures- Greek word Harpazo- “To take by force, pluck, catch away” 

 
a)  Philip-Caught away- Harpazo away 

Acts 8:39-40 (KJV)  
39  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.  
40  But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he 
came to Caesarea. 
 

b)  Paul- Caught up- Harpazo in the Spirit 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 (KJV)  
2  I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 
whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 
heaven.  
3  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God 

                                                      
6 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (pp. 57-58). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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knoweth;)  
4  How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. 
 

c)    Jesus- physically lifted up out of their sight (not technically a rapture). 

Acts 1:9 (KJV)  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight. 
 

d)  John-Revelation 4:1- John was caught up and saw the future throne 

Revelation 4:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice that I had heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place 
after this.”  
2  Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne was set there in heaven. One was seated on 
the throne,  

 

3. 5 or 6 Future Raptures-translations 

 
a)  The Church-1 Thess. 4:13-17- Caught up- Harpazo together 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (KJV)  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
 

b) The 144,000 group called to preach after the Rapture and during the Tribulation are seen 

in heaven-Rev. 14:1-5. They are called first fruits of this dispensation and are caught up 

some time during the Tribulation, probably at the seventh trump near the end. There are 

no verses that say they are martyred. 

Revelation 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.  
2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:  
3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the 
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth.  
4  These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 
being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.  
5  And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.  
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c)  A multitude possibly In the middle of the Tribulation- Rev 12:5- the “man-child” is caught 

up Harpazo up unto God and His throne. They are seen it seems in Rev. 7:14 in heaven 

just after the middle as a great multitude from every nationality. 

Revelation 12:5-6 (KJV)  
5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.  
6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
 

Providing of course that Rev. 12 is about the middle of the Trib. Rev. 7 describes physical 
beings in heaven not souls like in chapter 6. 
 
Revelation 7:13-15 (KJV)  
13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes? and whence came they?  
14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.  
15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: 
and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
 

d) The two witnesses-Rev. 11:1-12, Zech. 4:11-14- Called olive trees and candlesticks seen 

already in heaven 500 years before Christ by Zechariah. Hebrews 9:27 everyone has an 

appointment except for those translated at the future Rapture. (Also consider the 

exception that Lazarus died twice, so Moses might be considered). 

Revelation 11:3-12 (KJV)  
3  And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.  
4  These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.  
5  And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.  
6  These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as 
they will.  
7  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  
8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.  
9  And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies 
three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.  
10  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send 
gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.  
11  And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they 
stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  
12  And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.  
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Zechariah saw them 500 years before Jesus. Only two had been raptured up at this time. 
 
Zechariah 4:11-14 (KJV)  
11  Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of 
the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?  
12  And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through 
the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?  
13  And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.  
14  Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.  
 
Hebrews 9:26-27 (KJV)  
26  For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in 
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
27  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

 
Who are the two witnesses? Possibly Enoch or Moses, and Elijah 

 

Mark Hitchcock- “I believe that it's best to view the two witnesses as two men who 
have never lived before whom God will raise up as his special witnesses during the 
Tribulation.”7 

 
Dake- “There would seem to be only two men in the Bible who could fulfil these facts 
about the two witnesses. They are Enoch and Elijah. That Elijah will be one of them is 
clearly predicted in Mal. 4:5-6. John the Baptist was never Elijah, fulfilling this 
prophecy. He said that he was not Elijah (Jn. 1:21). He only came in the same spirit 
and power of Elijah to prepare the hearts of people for the Messiah's first coming in 
the way that Elijah will prepare their hearts for the Second Coming of the Messiah 
(Lk. 1:17).”8 

 
1) John the Baptist? 

 
John 1:21 (KJV)  
21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 
prophet? And he answered, No. 
 
Luke 1:15-17 (KJV)  
15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.  
16  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  
17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 

                                                      
7 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (p. 56). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
8 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 11". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mal+4%3A5-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+1%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+1%3A17
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fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

 

2) Enoch- Because he had not seen death, however he was not a Jew. Some say he 
could not qualify as an “olive tree” mentioned above. 

 
Hebrews 11:5 (KJV)  
5  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God. 
 

3) Moses- Because he was seen on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
 
Luke 9:29-32 (HCSB)  
29  As He was praying, the appearance of His face changed, and His clothes became 
dazzling white.  
30  Suddenly, two men were talking with Him—Moses and Elijah.  
31  They appeared in glory and were speaking of His death, which He was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem.  
32  Peter and those with him were in a deep sleep, and when they became fully awake, 
they saw His glory and the two men who were standing with Him.  
 

This may be why God hid his body and Michael contended for it- To keep it safe to 
resurrect it later. 
 
Jude 1:9 (KJV)  
9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the 
body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord 
rebuke thee. 

 
Deuteronomy 34:5-7 (HCSB)  
5  So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, as the LORD had 
said.  
6  He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab facing Beth-peor, and no one to this 
day knows where his grave is.  
7  Moses was 120 years old when he died; his eyes were not weak, and his vitality had 
not left ⌊him⌋. 

 
Some believe Moses was resurrected for this meeting and awaits to be a witness 
during the Tribulation period. 
 

4) Elijah- because he had not died yet. 
 
Malachi 4:5-6 (KJV)  
5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the LORD:  
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6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 
 

 
e) A possible group “harvested” out of the earth just before Armageddon which might 

include a rapture of some- Rev. 14:16, Rev. 19:1, Matt 24:30-31. Some say this harvest 

does not include a rapture or translation, but according to Jesus the angels will gather 

from heaven and earth at this time which includes the living and the dead. This must be 

some sort of combination resurrection and gathering of Old Testament saints and 

believers on the earth. This could include the rapture of living believers who survived 

the last half of the Tribulation period. There will also be a resurrection of the Tribulation 

saints just afterwards according to Rev. 20:4-5. 

1) A harvest before He is seen. Christ is seated when He reaps this harvest. Who are 
these He harvest here? Post trib. saints?  

 
Revelation 14:14-16 (KJV)  
14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son 
of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.  
15  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on 
the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe.  
16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was 
reaped. 

 

                         (See my “Future Raptures” Study Guide). 
 

2) This harvest happens after He is seen coming back and riding on a white horse. 
This event happens after the Tribulation just after Jesus appears on the earth 

 
Matthew 24:28-31 (KJV)  
28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken:  
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.  
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 

Living Israel will not be translated but will be gathered and allowed to enter the 
Millennial period physically. Isaiah 11:11-12.  See Dake’s “Thirty-five Proofs Both 
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Houses of Israel will be Gathered again from All Nations.”9 They will live in physical 
bodies planting and living in houses. (Isaiah 65:20-25). 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
9 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 
James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Isaiah "Chapter 11". 
 


