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A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 21 
 

The Rapture is Still Imminent 
(Pease read Dr. Renald Shower’s article first) 

 
 
 

 The Rapture is still imminent- Even 2000 years later 
 
 

A.  Imminent Rapture Defined: 
 

1. Rapture: Caught up alive-“A rapture (v. 17). Strictly speaking, only living believers are 
raptured (though we use the term to include all that happens at that time). This means they 
will be caught up into the Lord’s presence without having to experience physical death.”1 

 
2. Imminent defined: Imminence is better defined as the belief “that Christ can return for His 

Church at any moment and that no predicted event will intervene before that return.  
 

3. It is the “Blessed hope”-Titus 2:13 
 
 

Dr. Chuch Missler: “Clearly we cannot get through a serious reading of the New Testament 
without a consciousness that we are to conduct our lives in a moment-by-moment 
expectancy of the return of the Savior. That’s the whole concept of Imminency.”2 

 

Titus 2:13 (KJV)  
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 
 

4. Taught as a primary teaching of premillennialism: 
                                                      
1 Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. (1999). Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth. (p.538). Chicago, 

IL: Moody Press.  
2 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 42-Kindle Locations 356-358). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID. Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/basictheol;ref=Page.p_538;off=1271;ctx=instant_of_time.$0A3._~A_rapture_(v._17)._S
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Nelson’s New Christian Dictionary: 

“Premillenarian- One who believes in the imminent return of Christ, to be followed by a 
thousand years of peace during which he reigns over the earth. 
Premillennialism- Chiliastic belief that holds that Christ will come a second time before 
his 1000-year reign. It was the common view of early Christians before Origen and 
Augustine. Modern theological scholars, such as J. N. Darby, W. E. Blackstone, and C. I. 
Scofield have elaborated it into a prophetic time sequence consisting of the Rapture of 
the saints, the first resurrection, Tribulation, second advent before the millennium, the 
brief release of bound Satan, the second resurrection, and the last judgment 
afterward.”3 

 
5. There are no events that proceed His imminent return or it is not imminent. Signs are given 

for the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
 
 

B. I had the same experience as Finis Dake: 
 

Dake: “As a young Bible student 18 years of age, I used to become confused by the average 
minister’s preaching on the Second Advent and the Rapture. These preachers would nearly always 
refer to the Rapture and the Second Advent as the same event, using both terms interchangeably, 
as though they were two stages of the one coming of Christ. They would point to the many signs of 
the Second Advent or Rapture, and tell how the Tribulation and seven-year reign of Antichrist 
would have to take place before the Second Advent or Rapture, making a plea for people not ready 
for the event to meet at the altar of prayer immediately. The reason given for such urgency was 
that the Rapture could take place that night—perhaps even before the people could get down to 
the altar. 
I could never reconcile the conflicting statements—that there should be seven years of tribulation 
and the reign of Antichrist before the coming of Christ, and yet it could happen “tonight.” What 
these teachers should have said was that the Rapture and the Second Advent were two distinct, 
unrelated events, and that whereas the Rapture could take place “tonight,” the Second Advent 
could not take place until after the Tribulation and the last seven years of this age, which would 
include the reign of Antichrist. It is still truth to teach that the Rapture could take place at any 
moment. The Second Advent, however, cannot take place until after the Tribulation and the reign 
of Antichrist. In fact, all the prophecies of Mt. 24-25; Mk. 13; Lk. 21:1-11, 25-33; 2 Th. 2; 1 Th. 5; 
Rev. 4:1–19:10 must be fulfilled in detail before the Second Advent of Christ and after the 
Rapture.”4 

                                                      
3 Kurian, G. T. (2001). In Nelson’s new Christian dictionary: the authoritative resource on the Christian world. Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
4 Finis J. Dake, (1998). The Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ, (pp.93-94). Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Publishing, Inc., 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book.. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+21%3A1-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+21%3A25-33
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+4%3A1-19%3A10
https://ref.ly/logosres/nncd?hw=premillenarian
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D.L. Moody on the Blessed Hope: “Some people think that at the coming of Christ everything is to 
be done up in a few minutes; but I do not so understand it. The first thing he is to do is to take his 
Church out of the world. He calls the Church his bride, and he says he is going to prepare a place for 
her. We may judge, says one, what a glorious place it will be from the length of time he is in 
preparing it, and when the place is ready he will come and take the church to himself…” 

Commenting on 1 Thess. 4: “Dean Alford says--and almost everybody bows to him in the matter of 
interpretation--that he must insist that this coming of Christ to take his church to himself in the 
clouds is not the same event us that to judge the world at the last day. The deliverance of the 
church is one thing, judgment is another.” 

“Now, I cannot find any place in the Bible where it tells me to wait for signs of the coming of the 
millennium, as the return of the Jews, and such like; but it tells me to look for the coming of the 
Lord; to watch for it; to be ready at midnight to meet him, like those five wise virgins. The trump of 
God may be sounded, for anything we know, before I finish this sermon--at any rate we are told 
that he will come as a thief in the night, and at an hour when many look not for him.”5 

 
 

C. Verses that teach imminent return- 
 

Phil. 3:20-21, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Thess. 5:2, Rev. 22:7,12 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

 
Philippians 3:20 (HCSB)  
20  but our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Dr. Chuch Missler- “The word imminent refers to the next expectation, the next event in God’s 
program. The Bride must be ready and waiting to be gathered up by the Bridegroom. The Bible 
describes a wide variety of events that will happen subsequently, but there is no precedent 
condition for the Bridegroom’s arrival. We can expect Him at any time.”6 

 
 

D. Saved from the whole Tribulation period and waiting for His imminent coming 

                                                      
5 Moody D.L., Secret Power #32 “That Gospel Sermon on the Blessed Hope” http://articles.ochristian.com/article5994.shtml 

6 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 41-Kindle Locations 348-350). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
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1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (KJV) .  
9  For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God;  
10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 

 
1. Delivered from the Tribulation-Wrath to come -5:3, 9- 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:3 (KJV)  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV)  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
That “salvation” according to Romans 8:23 is the final stage at the Rapture the “adoption to 
come” the saving of our bodies. 

 
2. In what sense will believers be rescued from this wrath? Paul says that they will be rescued 

"from," "out of," or "away from" the coming wrath.  
 

3. Why “wait” if not imminent? 
 
 

E. Eagerly awaiting 
 
1 Corinthians 1:7 (KJV)  
7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 
 

F. Looking for…. 
 
Titus 2:13 (KJV)  
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
 
 

G.  A reason to live right because He could come soon 
 

1 John 3:2-3 (KJV)  
2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  
3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 

Missler- “The Doctrine of Imminency is purifying. The minute we let go of expectation and start 
placing conditions on His imminent return, we start slipping in our hope and perhaps even our 
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faith. We need to be ready for Him, with our lamps trimmed and full of oil, ready to go as soon as 
He arrives.”7 

 
 

Romans 13:11-14 (KJV)  
11  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed.  
12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put 
on the armour of light.  
13  Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, 
not in strife and envying.  
14  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

 
Ephesians 5:14-18 (KJV)  
14  Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.  
15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,  
16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  
17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
 
Titus 2:11-14 (KJV)  
11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  
12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world;  
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
 
Ephesians 5:25-27 (KJV)  
25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  
26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  
27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 

 
 

H. In 96 A.D. Jesus says ‘I am coming quickly” 
 

Revelation 22:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his 
angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.  
7  Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 
 

                                                      
7 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 43-Kindle Locations 367-370). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
 



Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                                Chp 21 The Rapture is still Imminent 

 

6 
 

Revelation 22:12 (KJV)  
12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be. 
 
Revelation 22:20-21 (KJV)  
20  He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  
21  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
 
 

I. No intervening events 
 

Walvoord- “No Intervening Events- The hope of the return of Christ to take the saints to heaven is 
presented in John 14 as an imminent hope. There is no teaching of any intervening event. The 
prospect of being taken to heaven at the coming of Christ is not qualified by description of any 
signs or prerequisite events.”8 

 
 

J. The sign of the fig tree?-Luke 21:28-32, Matthew 24:32-33 
 
A sign to reveal when Israel would be close to his physical return: The budding forth of the fig tree 
that represents Israel. 
 

W.E. Blackstone in 1908- “And first let us make a clear distinction between the time of the 
Rapture and the time of the Revelation. The principal thought in regard to the former is that it 
may happen NOW. Nothing is given us in Scripture so definite as to form a sign of or date for the 
Rapture. We are to be always watching and waiting for it, and expecting it at any moment. It is 
true that the Church may see the "fig tree signs" BEGIN to come to pass before she shall be 
taken out of the world to escape the Tribulation.”9 

 
 

K. The Gospel to be preached to the whole world? 
 
Matthew 24:14 (KJV)  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come. 

 
William Blackstone- “"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness to 
all nations, then shall the end come." Mat 24: 14. We ought just here to explain that while the 
Church is the present agent for the world's evangelization she may be caught away at any moment. 
Then the tribulation saints-those who will believe by the very fact of the Church being caught away-

                                                      
8 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p.73). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
9 Blackstone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (p.207, Kindle Locations 3820-3825).London, Fleming H. Revell. Kindle Edition. 
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may become the agents, for God will always have a witness in the earth. Later it may be converted 
Israel. Lastly it is to be a heavenly messenger. So we are simply to work while the day lasts, 
watching and waiting because we have no sign nor event that stands between us and the coming of 
the Lord.”10 

 
 

L. Occupy Until I come- Luke 19:13 Don’t use the Imminency of the Rapture as an 
excuse for being lazy 
 
Luke 19:13 (KJV)  
13  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

 
 

M. The concept of the Scriptures teaching immanency proves a pre-Trib. Rapture of 
the church 
 

Dr. Renald Showers: “In light of the concept of the imminent coming of Christ and the fact that the 
New Testament teaches His imminent coming, it can be concluded that the pre-tribulation rapture 
view is the only view of the Rapture of the Church which comfortably fits this New Testament 
teaching. It is the only view that can honestly say that Christ could return at any moment, because 
it alone teaches that He will come to rapture the Church before the 70th week of Daniel 9 or 
Tribulation Period begins and that nothing else must happen before His return. 
All other views teach that at least part of the 70th week must transpire before Christ can come to 
rapture the Church. The mid-Tribulation view claims that one-half (the first three and one-half 
years) of the 70th week must elapse before He can return. The pre-wrath view asserts that 
approximately three-fourths of the 70th week must run its course before Christ can come. The post 
tribulation view declares that the entire 70th week (all seven years) must pass before the Lord can 
come. Thus, none of these views can honestly say that Christ could come at any moment. In reality, 
all three of these views are saying that a person can count on a certain amount of time transpiring 
before Christ's coming, and, therefore, are destructive of the New Testament teaching of the 
imminent coming of Christ.”11 
 

 

                                                      
10 Blackstone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (p.233, Kindle Locations 4074-4080).London, Fleming H. Revell. Kindle Edition. 
11 Renald Showers article: https://www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-renald-showers/message/the-imminent-coming-of-christ/read 


