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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 25 
 

What are the signs? Part 4- Mark 13 
 

 
 
 
 

 Signs- Mark 13- Very similar to Matthew’s (Mark’s version was written first) 
 
 

A. Introduction- John Mark was Peter’s son in the Lord, so this account came from Peter 

 
Mark was a Jew from Jerusalem. His full name was John Mark. His mother's name was Mary and 
her house served as a meeting place for the first Christians (Acts 12:12). Mark was a cousin to 
Barnabas (Col 4:10) who he accompanied with Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary journey 
(Acts 13:5). Mark later went to Cypress with Barnabas, and later joined Paul again. 
Through 1 Peter 5:13 it is suggested Mark and Peter were in Rome. Rome was referred to as 
"Babylon" by the early Christians. Peter calls Mark "my son", which shows the kind of relationship 
between Peter and Mark, and further suggests that the Gospel of Mark had its origin in Rome. If 
the account of Papias (bishop of Hierapolis, AD 140) and other early traditions are accepted, then 
the Gospel of Mark is based on Peter's words, and written shortly after Peter's death in about AD 
64-651 

 
 

B. What is the “Olivet Discourse”? Christ teaching in His last week after coming into Jerusalem 

and given on the Mount of Olives 
 
 

C. Verse by verse 
 

                                                      
1 http://aboutbibleprophecy.com/p43.htm 
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Mark 13:1-37 (KJV)  
1  And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of 
stones and what buildings are here!  
 
 

D. The destruction of Israel in 70 A.D. is foretold 
 
2  And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.  
 

Later at the Mount of Olives- Four disciples ask: 
 
3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew 
asked him privately,  
 
 

E. Two questions- When is this going to happen, and what is the sign that marks its 
fulfillment? 
 
4  Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?  
 

Jesus had already taught about “when” this would happen in the synagogue that morning and Luke 
21 records that information about 70 A.D. Jesus here begins to answers the Question “What shall 
be the sign, WHEN all these things will be fulfilled.” The truth is Jerusalem has been under 
judgment since Babylon and will not be done till He returns physically in the future. They will be 
scattered in 70 A.D. and again in the middle of the Tribulation period when the Antichrist turns on 
them after desecrating the newly rebuilt temple. 1945 WW2 was not a scattering but an attempt to 
destroy all of the Jews in Europe by Hitler and the Germans. God used this to help the Zionist 
return to Israel and reform Israel in 1948 as a nation again. 1948 is the beginning of the final 
regathering that will be accomplished after Jesus physically returns to the Earth. 
 
 

F. Beginnings of sorrows- six are mentioned, “pestilence” is left out (Matt 24:7) 
 
5  And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:  
6  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
7  And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; 
but the end shall not be yet.  
 
8  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in 
divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.  
 

 

G. Persecutions possibly of the disciples till now 
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9  But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be 
beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.  
 

 

H. The gospel must first be published-Time of disciples to the end of the trib. 
Christian’s hated for Jesus’ name- or because the Jews killed Jesus-Matt 24:14 
 
10  And the gospel must first be published among all nations.  

 
Matthew 24:13-14 (KJV)  
13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come. 

 
William Blackstone- “"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
to all nations, then shall the end come." Mat 24:14. We ought just here to explain that while the 
Church is the present agent for the world's evangelization she may be caught away at any 
moment. Then the Tribulation saints-those who will believe by the very fact of the Church being 
caught away-may become the agents, for God will always have a witness in the earth. Later it 
may be converted Israel. Lastly it is to be a heavenly messenger. So we are simply to work while 
the day lasts, watching and waiting because we have no sign nor event that stands between us 
and the coming of the Lord.”2 

 

God will always have a witness in the earth! 
 
 

I. Advice to trust the Holy Spirit- If He is gone during this time as some 
dispensationalist teach, then why say this? Partly added by Mark 
 
11  But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, 
neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Ghost.  
12  Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up 
against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.  
13  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved. (Matt 24:13) 
 

 

J. Daniel’s prophecy did not happen in 70 A.D. but will happen in the future in the 
middle of the Tribulation. 
 

                                                      
2 Blackstone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (p.233, Kindle Locations 4074-4080).London, Fleming H. Revell. Kindle Edition. 
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14  But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where 
it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:  
 

The abomination of desolation happens when a ruler walks into the Holy Place in the temple and 
desecrates it. Antiochus did this and so will the Antichrist in the future. Concerning verse 14 and 
Matt 24:15, Daniel (550 B.C.) had predicted what happened in 167 BC with Antiochus Epiphanes, 
along with an even more future desolation. Jesus used the common knowledge of that event to 
predict another event in the future also, Dr. Chuck Missler writes: 
 

“This proves to be a major verse for a number of reasons. Here Jesus saves us hours of 
boring library research by authenticating the authorship of Daniel, and his role as a prophet. 
Jesus also referred to a key historical event: the desecration of the Temple by Antiochus 
Epiphanes that had occurred two centuries earlier in 167 B.C. 
This historical event was well known to every Jew, and the subsequent rededication of the 
desecrated Temple is still celebrated every year at Hanukkah. (This is even alluded to in 
John 10:22.) 
The “Abomination of Desolation” refers to Antiochus’ establishing an idol to Zeus in the 
Holy of Holies that precipitated the Macabbean revolt, which ultimately threw off the 
Seleucid yoke and ushered in the rule of the Hasmoneans. It is referred to four times in 
Daniel. (Daniel 8:13; 9:27; 11:31; 12:11.) 
But here, Jesus is indicating that this desecration will happen again and that this time it will 
usher in a period that Jesus Himself labels “the Great Tribulation” (quoting from Daniel 

(Daniel 12:1. Cf. Daniel 9:27) and which Jeremiah called “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” 

(Jeremiah 30:7) (Both Matthew’s and Mark’s renderings also include the parenthetical 
admonition to the reader for understanding!)”3 

 

Dr. Missler also states:  
“Matthew’s account deals with events that follow that same series of signs, including the 
Abomination of Desolation announced in Matthew 24:15. 
(Some try to suggest that this event happened during the siege of 70 A.D., but that is 
contrary to the substantial eye witness accounts recorded. A war was going on and no idol 
was so established, “standing in the Holy Place,” etc. In fact, Titus was frustrated by the fire 
that broke out in the Temple4 and he later had to command his soldiers to dismantle it 
“stone by stone” to recover the gold that had melted, etc.5 This, too, was a fulfillment of our 
Lord’s prophecy.6)”7 

 
The abomination did not happen in 70 A.D. in no way shape or form. 
 
 

                                                      
3 Dr. Chuck Missler- Article: ”Resolving the Olivet Discourse”- http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580 
4 Josephus Flavius, The Wars of the Jews, Book 6, IV 1 
5 Ibid., Book 7, I 1ff. 
6 Matthew 24:2; Luke 19:44. 
7 Dr. Chuck Missler- Article: ”Resolving the Olivet Discourse”- http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580 
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K. A future end time attack on Jerusalem (not 70 A.D.) and not a passed event 
(Antiochus Epiphanes) See verse 24-“Those days” 

 
15  And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any 
thing out of his house:  
16  And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.  
17  But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  
18  And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.  
 
19  For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God 
created unto this time, neither shall be.  
20  And except that the Lord had shortened8 those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.  
 

This is not 70 A.D. or pre Rapture. This will be worse than Hitler’s WWII for Israel. 
 

1. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 
“If the Lord (Yahweh God; cf. 12:29), had not already decided in His sovereign plan to cut short 
(terminate, not reduce the number of) those days (lit., “the days”; cf. 13:19), no one would 
survive (esōthē, “would be saved”; cf. 15:30–31), that is, be delivered from physical death;”9 

 
2. The Believer’s Bible Commentary suggest that daylight hours would be shortened. 

“In fact, the slaughter will be so great that God will supernaturally shorten the period of 
daylight; otherwise no one would survive.”10 

 
21  And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:  
22  For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were 
possible, even the elect.  
23  But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.  
 
 

L. Signs in the heavens after that Tribulation- This did not happen in 70 A.D. 
 

24  But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light,  
25  And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.  
 

 
Verses that refer to this time: 
 

                                                      
8 Lit. “Cut short” or “curtail” 
9 Grassmick, John D. “Mark.” (1985). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. 

B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.170). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
10 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 1356). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Mk13.20&off=7&ctx=13:20.+~If+the+Lord+(Yahweh+God%3b+cf.+12:2
https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm?ref=Bible.Mk13.20&off=131&ctx=aos%2c+and+bloodshed.+~In+fact%2c+the+slaught
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1. Fire and brimstone 
 
“But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed” (Lu. 17:29–30). 

 

2. Powers of heaven will be shaken 
 
“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken” 
(Lu. 21:25–26). 
 
“And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor 
of smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come” (Ac. 2:19–20). 
 
“And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto 
the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the 
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out 
of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his 
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” (Re. 6:12–17). 
 

3. The earth will be moved out of its orbit 
 

“For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be 
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will punish the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to 
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a man more precious than fine gold; 
even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall 
remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger” (Is. 
13:10–13). 

 
“Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to pass, 
that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the 
midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the 
foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the 
earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a 
cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, 
and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are 
gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison and after many days shall they be visited.  
Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in 
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” (Is. 24:17–23). 
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“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of 
the Lord come” (Joel 2:30–31). 

 
“The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also 
shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: 
but the Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel” (Joel 3:15–16).11 
 
 

M.  His physical return 
26  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.  
 
 

N. The resurrection and regathering of Israel to Christ-The great trumpet-Mathew 
24:31- Not found in Luke 21 

 
27  And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.  
 

More verses on this: 
 
Matthew 24:31 (KJV)  
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  

 
1. Israel is gathered and saved 

 
Isaiah 27:12-13 (KJV)  
12  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat off from the channel of the river unto 
the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.  
13  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come 
which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall 
worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:3-6 (KJV)  
3  That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return 
and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee.  
4  If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God 
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:  
5  And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.  
6  And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

                                                      
11 Scriptures gathered from: Leadership Ministries Worldwide.(1996).  The Gospel according to Luke. Chattanooga, TN: 

Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996.  The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv63lu?ref=Bible.Lk21.25-26&off=4427&ctx=en%E2%80%9D+(Mk.+13:24%E2%80%9325).%0a~%E2%80%9CBut+the+same+day+th
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2. Judges restored 
 

Isaiah 1:26-27 (KJV)  
26  And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou 
shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.  
27  Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.  

 

3. Recover the second time- See Dake’s notes on these verses. 
 

Isaiah 11:10-16 (KJV)  
10  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it 
shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.  
11  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of 
the sea.  
12  And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  
13  The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall 
not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.  
14  But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; they shall spoil them of the 
east together: they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey 
them.  
15  And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall 
he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over 
dryshod.  
16  And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like 
as it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.  

 
The “Second time”?- Is actually at the end of the Tribulation. What is happening now since 1948 
is the pre-events still in the age of the Gentiles. 
 

The Preacher’s Commentary: 
“History records the diaspora or dispersal of the Jews through the Babylonian exile to the 
four corners of the earth. History also records the first return of the Jews from Babylonian 
exile in 538 B.C. 
Modern prophets are quick to see the second return of the Jews in the Zionist movement, 
which has brought Jewish people back to Israel from across the world. Of course, the same 
prophets read this sign as evidence that the Second Coming of Christ is imminent.”12 

 

“In that day Christ will not only be the banner for the nations of the world and the rallying 
point for the second return of the remnant but He will heal the hostility between Judah and 
Israel to create a united kingdom; he will conquer the nations that are enemies of Israel; 

                                                      
12 McKenna, D., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1993). Isaiah 1–39- The Preacher’s Commentary Series. (Vol. 17, p. 157). Nashville, TN: Thomas 

Nelson Inc. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm17is1?ref=Bible.Is11.10-16&off=1334&ctx=ation+in+the+world.+~History+records+the+
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and he will prepare the way for the return of the remnant by miraculous deeds not unlike 
the parting of the Red Sea and the building of a highway as He did for the Exodus from 
Egypt (vv. 12–16).” 13 

 
The Babylonian captivity was prophesied by Isaiah in chapter five, 150 years before it 
happened. Israel was destroyed and scattered. The first time the remnant was recovered from 
all nations was after the Babylonian captivity and happened in 538 B.C (Jeremiah said it would 
happen and then promised that they would return afterwards in 32:36-44). Israel becoming a 
nation again in 1948 is part of the final return but won’t be fulfilled until Christ comes back and 
fully restores Israel.  

 
4. A Highway? 
 

Jeremiah 31:21, Isa. 19:23 and Isa. 35:8 also speaks of a highway from Assyria through Palestine 
into Egypt, on which people will go up to Jerusalem after the Tribulation period is over. 

 
5. The first dispersion prophesied by Jeremiah 
 

Jeremiah 32:36-44 (KJV)  
36  And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It 
shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the 
pestilence;  
37  Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my 
fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely:  
38  And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:  
 

6. Looking ahead to the Millennium and the second regathering 
 

39  And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, 
and of their children after them:  
40  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them 
good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.  
41  Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my 
whole heart and with my whole soul.  
42  For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring 
upon them all the good that I have promised them.  
43  And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans.  
44  Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the 
land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the 
mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity 
to return, saith the LORD. 

 

7. Another passage on the future second regathering: Jeremiah 31 
                                                      
13 McKenna, D., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1993). Isaiah 1–39 (Vol. 17, p. 157). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+19%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+35%3A8
https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm17is1?ref=Bible.Is11.10-16&off=2700&ctx=+ends+of+the+earth.%0a~In+that+day+Christ+w
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Jeremiah 31:1-9 (KJV)  
1  At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people.  
2  Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even 
Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.  
3  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.  
4  Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with 
thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry.  
5  Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat 
them as common things.  
6  For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us 
go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.  
7  For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: 
publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel.  
8  Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and 
with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a 
great company shall return thither.  
9  They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn.  

 

8. The “virgin of Israel” here is the city of Jerusalem in the future.  
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (KJV)  
31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah:  
32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD:  
33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  
34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 

 

9. Remnant Israel and the Raptured church rejoice together. 
 

Jeremiah 33:11 (KJV)  
11  The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 
the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy 
endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I 
will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD. 
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10. The wheat and the tares parable is about Israel and the end of the Tribulation, not the Rapture 
of the church. This final “harvest” is just before Armageddon. 

 
Matthew 13:24-30 (KJV)  
24  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field:  
25  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.  
26  But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.  
27  So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy field? from whence then hath it tares?  
28   He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we 
go and gather them up?  
29  But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.  
30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn.  

 
 

O. The fig tree parable 
 

The purpose of parables 
 
Dr. Delron Shirley my Bible College professor and dean once said: “Most, if not all parables that 
Jesus taught are about Israel and their relation to the kingdom of God.” Misapplying them can 
cause confusion. People have used these verses for the Rapture and are confused, but clearly this 
passage is about Israel. Before these verses above in Matthew 13:10-19 Jesus explains why He used 
parables.  
 
Matthew 13:11-13 (KJV)  
11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it is not given.  
12  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even that he hath.  
13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither 
do they understand. 

 
This explains the parable of the sower and the talents well. What one has is the nuggets of the 
revelations of the mysteries of the kingdom. They are treasures.  If we don’t use them and share 
them, they are taken away. We must give away the revelations that are given to us so we can get 
more. Otherwise he will not give us more and take what we had.  
 
 
When we read a parable we should always ask three questions: 
  
1. How does this relate to the Jews during the time of Jesus?  
2. How does this relate to the Jews in the future?  
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3. Are there principles in this parable that transcribe to Christianity about God and his work in 
believers? 

 
 

28  Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is near:  
29  So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the 
doors.  
30  Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done.  
31  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.  
32  But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father.  
33  Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 
 

Only the Father knows the day and the hour, but you can know the season by the signs. 
 
“Three things are certain in human history: “the beginning of sorrows” (v. 8); the “great Tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world” (v.24; Mt. 24:21); and “the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (v. 26; Mt. 24:21). Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but not the words Christ has spoken, not what He said would happen. What He said would 
happen will happen. The three events are certain.”14 

 
The sign of the fig tree-Luke 21:28-32, Matthew 24:32-33 

 
W.E. Blackstone in 1908- “And first let us make a clear distinction between the time of the Rapture 
and the time of the Revelation. The principal thought in regard to the former is that it may happen 
NOW. Nothing is given us in Scripture so definite as to form a sign of or date for the Rapture. We 
are to be always watching and waiting for it, and expecting it at any moment. It is true that the 
Church may see the "fig tree signs" BEGIN to come to pass before she shall be taken out of the 
world to escape the Tribulation.”15 

 
 

P. The son of man will leave His house (Israel and the church in the earth), give 
authority and work to His servants, and one day return. 
 
34  For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.  
35  Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or 
at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:  
36  Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.  
37  And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.  

 

                                                      
14 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (1996). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 278). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries 

Worldwide. 
15 Blackstone, William E. . (1908). Jesus is Coming (p.207, Kindle Locations 3820-3825).London, Fleming H. Revell. Kindle Edition. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv62mk?ref=Bible.Mk13.31&off=2056&ctx=2+Pe.+3:3%E2%80%934%2c+8%E2%80%9313).%0a~Three+things+are+cer
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This relates to both the church before the pre-Trib. Rapture and Israel during the Tribulation 
period. 
 
 
 

Conclusion:  Occupy Until I come- Business as usual or stay busy 
 

Luke 19:13 (KJV)  
13  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 
 

 Don’t use the nature of the imminant return or rapture, as an excuse for being lazy. Saying, “He 
hasn’t come yet, I have time.” Just because there are no signs before the Rapture, one could 
become complacent waiting. 

 
Key: Remember the John 14 teaching came 4 days AFTER the Olivet Discourse and this is where 
Jesus taught the Rapture of the church to the disciples, during the time of the last supper. 
 

Stanley A. Ellisen: “The place of signs today. This being so, we are prone to scan the horizon for 
signals of that next prophetic event, the coming of Christ for the Church. Christian "astrology" has 
frankly blossomed into something of an art form in our time. Catering to this appetite for the 
sensational, a rash of prophetic seers has surfaced in the past half-century to almost pinpoint the 
day of the Rapture, if not the hour. The question arises as to whether this preoccupation with 
signs is valid or even why 'some in prophetic studies. We should be reminded that such 
extrapolations are really without biblical warrant and fly in the face of many cautions against 
them. Though Jesus pre-announced many signs to presage His return to the earth, He gave none 
that would announce His coming to receive the Church in the air. That coming is imminent (it can 
occur at any time) and always has been since Revelation 22:20 ("Behold, I come quickly"). No 
prophecies or signs need fulfillment before this grand ascent of the Church to heaven. In this 
sense we live in a sign-less age -- another period of prophetic silence. The Church today is simply 
told to "wait for His Son from heaven" (I Thess. 1:10).” 16 

  
 

 

                                                      
16 Dr. Stanley Ellisen. (2017). The Apostasy As It Relates To The Lord’s Return. © 2017 Pre-Trib Research Center. All rights 

reserved. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:2e7b4df8937e4e2da45fa03c997050ea?art=a_theapostasyasitrelatestothelordsreturn&off=181&ctx=the+PDF+version.+%0a%0a%0a~The+concept+of+apost

