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STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 26 
 

What are the signs? The Upper Room Teaching 

of Christ- John 13-17 
 

 

 Introduction: 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:6-8 (KJV)  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way.  
8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

 

 The Spirit’s role during the Tribulation period has been improperly taught by 
traditional dispensationalist 

 
Traditional interpretation is that the Holy Spirit will leave the earth during the Tribulation period 
and that salvation for those left on the earth will be different than ours. This is no reason to throw 
out the dispensational teaching altogether. We believe it’s the Spirit of God in the agent of the 
body of Christ called the church who will leave. 
 
John 3:3 (KJV)  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. 

 
Those saved in the Tribulation have to be born again in order to enter the Kingdom. 

 
 

 Traditionally there are three Major Discourses  
 

1. The Sermon on the Mount-Matt. 5-7 
2. The Olivet Discourse-Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21 (given earlier) 
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3. The Upper Room Discourse-John 13-17 
 

 

 The book of John differs from the other gospels- 
 

1. Omissions and inclusions- W Hall Harris III Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas 
Theological Seminary 

 
a.     Omission by John of material found in the Synoptics. 

John’s Gospel omits a large amount of material found in the Synoptic Gospels, including 
some surprisingly important episodes: the temptation of Jesus, Jesus’ transfiguration, 
and the institution of the Lord’s supper are not mentioned by John. John mentions no 
examples of Jesus casting out demons. The Sermon on the Mount and the Lord’s prayer 
are not found in the Fourth Gospel. There are no narrative parables in John’s Gospel 
(most scholars do not regard John 15:1-8 [“the Vine and the Branches”] as a parable in 
the strict sense). 
 

a.  Inclusion by John of material not found in the Synoptics.  
 
John also includes a considerable amount of material not found in the Synoptics. All the 
material in John 2—4, Jesus’ early Galilean ministry, is not found in the Synoptics. Prior 
visits of Jesus to Jerusalem before the Passion Week are mentioned in John but not 
found in the Synoptics. The seventh sign-miracle, the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11) is 
not mentioned in the Synoptics. The extended Farewell Discourse (John 13—17) is not 
found in the Synoptic Gospels.1 

 
2. ESV Bible introduction to John- 

 

“The Gospel of John was written to persuade people to believe in Jesus (20:30–31). The 
opening verses declare that Jesus is God, stressing his unique relationship with God the 
Father. The book focuses on seven of Jesus’ signs (miracles), to show his divinity. Jesus 
called people to believe in him, promising eternal life. He proved he could give life by raising 
Lazarus (ch. 11) and by his own death and resurrection. John features Christ’s seven “I am” 
statements, his encounters with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman, his Upper Room 
teachings and washing of the disciples’ feet (chs. 13–16), and his high priestly prayer (ch. 
17). It includes the most well-known summary of the gospel (3:16). The author was 
probably the apostle John, writing about A.D. 85.”2 

 
 

 Christ last teaching before the cross, was to the future church- John 13-17 

                                                      
1 W Hall Harris III Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary Online article- 
https://bible.org/seriespage/2-major-differences-between-john-and-synoptic-gospels 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016.  
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Chafer: “This address—termed a conversation by some—is the seed plot of all grace teachings, and 
it is asserted here that in no portion of the Scriptures that which may be termed uncomplicated 
Christian doctrine is more clearly announced.”3 

 
 

 Themes and Doctrines included in these five chapters 
 

Lewis Sperry Chafer: “Beyond the seven major themes of the Upper Room Discourse, designated 
above, it will be noted that almost every important doctrine of theology is directly or indirectly 
included in these five brief chapters of John:  
 
(1) the truth that the Scriptures are inspired—“I have given them thy word,” “Thy word is truth” 
(John 17:8, 14, 17); 
(2) revelation respecting the Godhead, for in this portion the separate, individual activities of the 
Persons of the Trinity are more evident than in any other portion of the Bible;  
(3) of the angels, only a passing reference to Satan as the evil one is included (John 17:15, R.V.);  
(4) of man and his sin it is recorded that the unsaved may be enlightened by the Spirit respecting 
sin, righteousness, and judgment—and in so far as the message is addressed to the saved, it 
concerns their cleansing (13:1–20; 15:1–10);  
(5) likewise, being addressed to the saved, there is little about the way of salvation (cf. John 14:6; 
16:8–11);  
(6) in no other Scripture is the doctrine of the one Body, the basis of all revelation concerning the 
Church, so emphasized (cf. John 13:34–35; 14:20; 17:11, 21–23);  
(7) of the future, that which immediately concerns the true Church is announced for the first time, 
namely, the Rapture (cf. John 14:1–3). As the Sermon on the Mount relates itself to the Old 
Testament, the Upper Room Discourse relates itself to the Epistles of the New Testament. An 
unrelenting study of this discourse is enjoined upon the student—especially as it relates itself to 
the Epistles of the New Testament.”4 
 
We will leave this to a future study. 
 
 

 Chapter 13- Graduation, foot washing, betrayal, love one another, I’m leaving 
 

 Chapter 14- The Rapture, I am the way to the father, You know the Father through 
me, whatever you ask the Father ask in my name, if you love me keep my 
commandments 

 
 Revelation respecting the Godhead- The Holy Spirit- 

                                                      
3 Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology (Vol. 5- P.141). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 
4 Chafer, L. S. (1993). Systematic theology (Vol. 5- P.166). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/chafersysth?ref=VolumePage.V+5%2c+p+128&off=997&ctx=.+1:10%3b+James+5:7).+~Thus+it+should+be+no
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 The Holy Spirit is another comforter who will abide with you forever- 
 

John 14:15-16 (KJV)  
15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.  
16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever;  
 

 The world cannot receive Him-They don’t see or know Him- V.17 
 
John 14:17 (KJV)  
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  
 

 He is with you, but shall be in you-V. 17 
 

 The comforter- Implied: I will come to you by the Holy Spirit- V. 18 
 

John 14:18 (KJV)  
18  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

 

 I will manifest myself to you- HOW? V.21 
 

John 14:21-22 (KJV)  
21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.  
22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto 
the world? 

 

 WE will come and make our abode with you- V.23 
 
John 14:23 (KJV)  
23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

 

Salvation is having an indwelling Spirit in us. 
 

 The work of the Holy Spirit 
 

 To be present while I’m gone physically- V.25 
 

John 14:25 (KJV)  
25  These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 
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 To comfort- V.26 
 
John 14:26 (KJV)  
26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

 

 To teach- 
 

 Bring to remembrance- 
 

 Bring peace- 
 

 He will testify of me- 15:26 
 

John 15:26 (KJV)  
26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  

 

 You will testify-  
 
John 15:27 (KJV)  
27  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. 

 
 
 

 Fulfillments 
 

 The indwelling-The upper room after the resurrection-John 20:19-30 
 

John 20:19-31 (KJV)  
19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.  
20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord.  
21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  
22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  
23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.  
24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  
25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print  of the nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.  
26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  
27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
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thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  
28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  
29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.  
30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  
31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name.  

 
a. This is the salvation spoken of: 
b. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the birth of the church 

 
 

 The Second teaching on Holy Spirit (after the resurrection)-Act 1:3-8 Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit (a submerging into the Holy Spirit) 

 
Acts 1:3-8 (KJV)  
3  To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:  
4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  
5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  
6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?  
7  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in 
his own power.  
8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  

 
1. The Holy Ghost will come upon (baptize) you- Jesus baptizes us into or with the Holy Spirit 

2. Power 

3. Witness 

 

 The baptism with the Holy Spirit- Acts 2:1-21 
 

Acts 2:1-4 (KJV)  
1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting.  
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.  
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Acts 2:39 (KJV)  
39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. 

 

 Last days pouring out and baptism with the Holy Spirit began with Pentecost and 
continues through to the end of the Tribulation period-Joel 2:28-32 

 
Joel 2:28-32 (KJV)  
28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:  
29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.  
30  And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.  
31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of 
the LORD come.  
32  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the 
LORD shall call. 
  

 Salvation continues into the Tribulation period- 
 

You can’t take away the Holy Spirit and still have salvation and the baptism of the spirit during the 
last days. Of course most Baptist teach salvation was the Pentecostal experience, but that was a 
different experience. Salvation came while they were in the Upper Room along with their 
commission to go to the world. 

 

 The Holy Spirit baptism continues through the Tribulation period 
 

Dwight Pentecost disagrees: and quotes Gerald Stanton from his book “Kept From the Hour”  “This 
age is in a particular sense the “dispensation of the Spirit,” for He works in a way uncommon to 
other ages as an abiding Presence within the children of God… The church age commenced with 
the advent of the Spirit at Pentecost, and will close with a reversal of Pentecost, the removal of the 
Spirit. This does not mean that He will not be operative— only that He will no longer be resident. 
(5) The work of the Spirit since His advent has included the restraint of evil… John 16: 7-11… 1 John 
4: 4. How different it will be in the tribulation… (6)… although the Spirit was not resident on earth 
during Old Testament days, yet he exerted a restraining influence… Isaiah 59: 19b…5 

 

D.L. Moody and R.A. Torrey taught the Pentecostal baptism was after salvation. 
 

R.A. Torrey 1895: “The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a work of the Holy Spirit separate and 
distinct from His regenerating work. To be regenerated by the Holy Spirit is one thing, to be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit is something different, something additional. This is evident from 
Acts 1:5. There Jesus said: “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 

                                                      
5 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 4780-4792). Grand Rapids, MI., 

Zondervan. Kindle Edition.. 
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They where not then as yet “baptized with the Holy Ghost.” But they were already regenerated. 
Jesus Himself had already pronounced them so. In John 15:3, He had said to the same men, 
“Now are ye clean through the Word.” (Comp. Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23) and in Jn. 13:10: “Ye are 
clean, but not all,” excepting, by the “but not all,” the one unregenerate man in the Apostolic 
company, Judas Iscariot, from the statement “Ye are clean.” (See Jn. 13:11.) The Apostles, 
excepting Judas Iscariot, were then already regenerate men, but they were not yet “baptized 
with the Holy Ghost.” From this it is evident that regeneration is one thing, and that the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit is something different, something additional.”6 
 
 
Sermon on the Mount 
Olivet Discourse 
The Upper Room Teaching- John 13-17 
The last teaching-A promise of Baptism-Act 1:4-8 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
6 Torrey, R. A. (1895). The Baptism with the Holy Spirit. (p.12). New York; Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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