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STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 3 
 

What is the Rapture? 
 

 

REVIEW: The Day of the Lord-Jesus is coming-  
 

 A child would be born and will rule the world 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7 (KJV)  
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.  
7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  
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 He will gather Israel on that day 
 

Matthew 24:27-31 (KJV)  
27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.  
28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
 

 He will judge on that day 
 

Matthew 25:31-33 (KJV)  
31  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory:  
32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  
33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  
 
 
 

 What is the Rapture? 
  

 
 Rapture Defined: 

 
1. “The word “rapture” simply means “to transport from one place to another.” The 

scriptural expressions equated with rapture are “caught up” (1 Th. 4:17; 2 Cor. 12:4); 
“receive you unto myself” (Jn. 14:3); and “come up hither” (Rev. 4:1; 11:12).” Dake- “The 
Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ.” P.1 

 
2. “Caught up” To seize or snatch away- Greek word is Harpazo- Latin is Rapiemur or Rapio- 

1 Thess. 4:14-18.  Luke 22:30 says the disciples will judge Israel 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (KJV)  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.  
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+12%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+4%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A12
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meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

 

3. Called the Blessed Hope- Titus 2:13 
 

Titus 2:13-14 (KJV)  
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ;  
14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 

4. Also translated as “To be taken by force”- Acts 23:10, Matt. 11:12 
 

Acts 23:10 (KJV)  
10  And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been 
pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from 
among them, and to bring him into the castle. 

 

5. “The Rapture is an event that could occur at any moment. In that split second, all who 
have personally trusted in Jesus Christ their savior-both the living and the dead- will be 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. They will go with Him back up to heaven and return 
back to the earth with Him at least seven years later at His Second Coming.” Mark 
Hitchcock- Could the rapture happen today? P.9 

 
6. “The Rapture of the Church is called “the Coming of the Lord” but never the Second 

Coming of Christ. At the Rapture, Christ does not appear visibly to those on the Earth, but 
He comes in the air above the Earth to catch up or rapture the dead and living saints who 
rise together to meet the Lord in the air…The rapture is purely a New Testament doctrine 
and was first revealed to Paul as a special revelation, (1 Cor. 15:51-58), while the Second 
Coming of Christ is not only a New Testament doctrine, but it is one of the chief themes of 
the Old Testament…” Finis Dake- God’s plan for man P. 840 

 
7. The Rapture is not the second advent of Christ mentioned above 

 
 
 

 What is the purpose of the Rapture? 
 

 
1. To receive the saints to himself-  Ephes. 5:27, 2 Thess. 2:1 
 

Ephesians 5:27 (KJV)  
27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:1 (KJV)  
1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him,  
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2. 1 Thess. 4:14-17- To resurrect the dead bodies of all those who died in Christ Phil. 3:11, 20-
21, Rev. 20:4-6 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (KJV)  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.  
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

 
Philippians 3:10-11 (KJV)  
10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death;  
11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
 
Revelation 20:4-6 (KJV)  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

 

3. To take that group back to heaven for the Bema Seat Judgment and Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb- John 14:1-3, Col 3:4, 2 Cor. 5:10, Rev 19:7-9 

 
John 14:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.  
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.  

 
Colossians 3:4 (KJV)  
4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  
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The Judgment 
 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (KJV)  
10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
 
Revelation 19:7-9 (KJV)  
7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready.  
8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints.  
9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

 
4. To transform the living believers into glorified bodies- Romans 8:22-23, 1 Cor. 15:21-23, 

51-58, Philip. 3:21 

 
Romans 8:22-23 (KJV)  
22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  
23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:21-23 (KJV)  
21  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  
22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (KJV)  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  
53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  
54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.  
55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  
56   The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  
57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  
 
Philippians 3:21 (KJV)  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

 
 

5. To present the saints before the Father to be forever with Him- 1 Thess. 3:13, 1 Thess. 
4:17, Ephes. 5:27  
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1 Thessalonians 3:13 (KJV)  
13  To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (KJV)  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
 
Ephesians 5:27 (HCSB)  
27  He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything 
like that, but holy and blameless. 

 
 

6. To keep the saints from God’s wrath upon the earth- Isaiah 13:9-13, 1 Thess. 1:9-10- To 
save those who wait for the son to return, 1 Thess. 5:9- No set time for the church to go 
through the wrath 

 

a. God’s wrath will cause the Earth to be out of orbit 
 
Isaiah 13:9-13 (KJV)  
9  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.  
10  For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun 
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.  
11  And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause 
the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.  
12  I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir.  
13  Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the 
wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 
 

b. Delivered from wrath to come 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (KJV)  
9  For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;  
10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV)  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
 

7. To escape all the things that lead up to His Second Coming and to stand before him? 
 

Luke 21:34-36 (KJV)  
34  And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
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36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 
 

8. To receive the fruit of the early and latter rain- James 5:7 
 

James 5:6-7 (KJV)  
6  Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.  
7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. 
 

In a field there are more than one gleanings to “harvest” the field. A Harvest has many 
gleanings and the coming of the Lord here, is likened to the harvest. A field can be 
harvested two, three and even four times in one season. Even grapes are harvested only 
when they are ripe at different times during one season. If this is true then why can’t there 
be an early and latter rains that bring forth multiple gleanings of harvest? The latter rain 
harvest includes a revival that is poured out even during the Tribulation time where 
thousands will come to know Christ. There is a need to rescue those out of the Great 
Tribulation in my opinion. 
 
The early rain is the blessed hope or Rapture, which will occur in “a moment in a twinkling 
of an eye,” and later rain or “the Day of the Lord” where, “every eye” will see Him 
physically. One He is taking us with him back to heaven for a time, and the other we are 
with him coming to bring vengeance on the Antichrist at Christ’s appearing. Later we will 
detail the two events more clearly. 
 

12 or 13 possible Raptures (revised) 
 
1. Enoch (says he was not, because the Lord took him) 
2. Elijah (was carried away) 
3. Isaiah (saw the Lord high and lifted up) 
4. Jesus (possibly, but was not technically a rapture like others, He was gradually 

lifted up) 
5. Stephen (taken up by the spirit) 
6. Paul (caught up in spirit to the third heaven) 
7. John (come up here) 
8. Pre-Tribulation Church saints 
9. Mid-Trib. saints-The 144,000-and possibly a larger group with them 
10. Pre wrath- (Could be the same as end of trib.) 
11. 2 witnesses 
12. Possible end of Trib. of the remaining living believers before Jesus is seen 
13. Old Testament Israel after Jesus is seen 
 

 

9. To remove the “hinderer” of lawlessness before the revelation of the Antichrist-  
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2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way. 

 
 
Illustration by Tim Lahaye1: 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                      
1 LaHaye, Tim. (2003, 2016) Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim 
LaHaye Prophecy Library™). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. P. 1192 



 

 


