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STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

Chapter 27 
 

Hard Passages Explained Part 1- 

2 Thessalonians 2- the “departure” 
 

 

Review: D.L. Moody and R.A. Torrey taught the Pentecostal baptism was after salvation 

 
R.A. Torrey 1895: “The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a work of the Holy Spirit separate and 
distinct from His regenerating work. To be regenerated by the Holy Spirit is one thing, to be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit is something different, something additional. This is evident 
from Acts 1:5. There Jesus said: “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.” They where not then as yet “baptized with the Holy Ghost.” But they were already 
regenerated. Jesus Himself had already pronounced them so. In John 15:3, He had said to the 
same men, “Now are ye clean through the Word.” (Comp. Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23) and in Jn. 
13:10: “Ye are clean, but not all,” excepting, by the “but not all,” the one unregenerate man 
in the Apostolic company, Judas Iscariot, from the statement “Ye are clean.” (See Jn. 13:11.) 
The Apostles, excepting Judas Iscariot, were then already regenerate men, but they were not 
yet “baptized with the Holy Ghost.” From this it is evident that regeneration is one thing, and 
that the baptism with the Holy Spirit is something different, something additional.1 

 
Sermon on the Mount 
Olivet Discourse 
The Upper Room Teaching- John 13-17 
The last teaching-A promise of Baptism-Act 1:4-8 

 
 

 Hard passages explained- 
 

A.   Revelation 3:10- The future church to be kept from the hour… 
 
Revelation 3:10-12 (KJV)  
10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 

                                                      
1 Torrey, R. A. (1895). The Baptism with the Holy Spirit. (p.12). New York; Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Company. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bptsmwthhs?ref=Page.p+12&off=82&ctx=+privilege+to+know.%0a~3.+The+Baptism+with+
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temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  
11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.  
12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new 
name. 
 

1. Notice other Translations- 
 

Revelation 3:10-11 Amplified  
10  Because you have guarded and kept My word of patient endurance [have held fast the 
nlesson of My patience with the oexpectant endurance that I give you], I also will keep you 
[safe] from the hour of trial (testing) which is coming on the whole world to try those who 
dwell upon the earth.  
11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one may rob you and deprive 
you of your crown. 2 

 

It says “I will keep you safe from the hour,” not “in the midst of it.” Also in verse 11 it 
injects that one might lose their crown by not holding fast and missing His coming. The 
Bema Seat happens at the pre-Trib. Rapture of the church where the saints will 
receive their crowns. While those who are saved during the Tribulation period will 
certainly be rewarded, there are crowns promised to the first group who are raptured 
up, receive them at the Bema judgment seat of Christ in heaven, lay them at Christ 
feet during the beginning of the Tribulation period in heaven. Christ will return to the 
earth seven years later wearing those crowns. (2 Tim. 4:8,Rev 4:10, Rev. 19:12) 

 
Revelation 3:10 (HCSB)  
10  Because you have kept My command to endure, I will also keep you from the hour of 
testing that is going to come over the whole world to test those who live on the earth.  

 
The Message Bible is a paraphrase and not a translation and reads: “Because you kept 
my Word in passionate patience, I’ll keep you safe in the time of testing that will be 
here soon, and all over the earth, every man, woman, and child put to the test.3 

 
Apparently the person who paraphrased this verse either is a Preterist or a post-
Tribber by mistranslating this verse this way.  
 

2. “From the HOUR of” not just “testing.” This means the whole time of the Tribulation 
which is seven years. Some say this means in the Tribulation one will be kept safe, but 
the hour means the time of. Also, “from” as the opposite of being like those left “on 
the earth.” The opposite is being removed from the earth, not kept in the earth. 
 

                                                      
n Joseph Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: The Greek, which we translate “of patient endurance,” 

paints a picture of “a patient, steadfast waiting” for someone or something. 
o Joseph Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: The Greek, which we translate “of patient endurance,” 

paints a picture of “a patient, steadfast waiting” for someone or something. 
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987.  
3 Peterson, Eugene H. (2005). The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Re3.10
https://ref.ly/logosres/message?ref=Bible.Re3.10&off=3&ctx=that+I%E2%80%99ve+loved.%0a10%C2%A0~+%E2%80%9CBecause+you+kept+m
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3. Tim Lahaye: 
  

“One of the best promises guaranteeing the church’s rapture before the Tribulation 
appears in Revelation 3:10. As you read it, keep in mind that it is one of our Lord’s 
own promises: Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you 
from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 
on the earth (emphasis added). This text represents Christ’s message to one of His 
seven churches, the church at Philadelphia. It must transcend the one little church of 
Asia to which He wrote, for the church at Philadelphia has long been extinct, and the 
hour “which shall come upon the whole world” has not yet come.”4 

 
4. John Walvoord: 

 
“When all the facts in this passage are taken into consideration, it teaches that the 
Philadelphia church is promised, “I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is 
going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.” The 
purpose of the promise is deliverance from “the hour of trial,” a period of time, not 
simply preservation through the trials in that period. The promise to the Philadelphia 
church is that they would be kept from a time of trouble that is ahead, not that they 
would be taken from the midst of this period.”5 
 

5. Tom Constable 
 
“The combination of the verb and the preposition in Greek in this verse clearly means 
that He would keep them out of it (the pretribulation position). It does not mean He 
would preserve them through it (the posttribulation position) or remove them during 
it (the midtribulation position).” — Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible 

 
 

B.  Luke 21:36- Worthy to escape…All of these things 
 
Luke 21:35-36 (KJV)  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 
 

1. Finis Dake-“This is the first plain reference in all Scripture of the Rapture -- of some 
escaping all the terrible events of Lk. 21:25-28. How they were to escape, if they met 
conditions, is stated here as "to stand before the Son of Man." How could all worthy ones 

                                                      
4 LaHaye, Tim. (2016). Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye 
Prophecy Library™) (Chapter 3-Kindle Locations 678-685). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
5 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 257). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+21%3A25-28
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go to be before Him unless by rapture as stated in Jn. 14:1-3; 1Th. 4:13-18?” 6 
 

2. Dr. Roy Hicks: 
“Paul did not say then, nor does the Bible teach that Paul was saying, that we, the Church, 
will be there when the Antichrist is manifested. Luke 21:36 says: Watch ye therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy TO ESCAPE all these things that shall come 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. The Greek word ekpheugo which is 
translated here "to escape" means "to escape clean away from."7 

 
3. Spiros Zodhiates’ Complete Word Study Dictionary:  

“1628. ἐκφεύγω ekpheúgō; future expheúxomai, from ek (1537), out, and pheúgō (5343), 
to flee. To flee out of a place, used intransitive (Acts 16:27; 19:16). Trans., to flee from, 
escape, followed by the accusative, such as calamities (Luke 21:36; Rom. 2:3, God’s 
judgment; 2 Cor. 11:33); out of the power of someone, with the accusative implied 
(1 Thess. 5:3; Heb. 2:3; Septuagint: Job 15:30; Prov. 10:19).” 8 
 

4. “And to stand before the son of man” statement with the word escape proves the means 
by which they are to escape: raptured up to heaven, and not just merely escape 
persecution. 
 

5. This also proves that this part of Luke’s passage is about the last days future event and not 
70 A.D.. Because while the “Christians” made it out of the destruction of Jerusalem, they 
did not escape at that time by rapturing up to stand before Christ in heaven like this verse 
says. It has to be a promise of the future and escaping the horrible things that will come 
during the great Tribulation. The only other interpretation foolish people would assert, is 
that the “escape” that one would pray to be found “worthy” of, would be a horrible death 
by the Roman slaughter. This of course sounds a bit idiotic.  

 
 

C.  Will the Church forsake Christ in these last days?  
 

The concept of apostasy is widely used in teaching today- 1 Tim 4:1, 1 John 2:18-19. Matthew 
24:5-7 Jesus describes a final “apostasy” and says during the Tribulation-False Messiahs and 
prophets would deceive many. 
1 Timothy 4:1 (KJV)  
1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  
 
1 John 2:18-19 (KJV)  
18  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are 

                                                      
6 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Luke 

"Chapter 21". 
7 Hicks, Dr. Roy  (1982). Another look at the Rapture. (p.53). Harrison House, Inc. P. O. Box 35035 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 
8 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG 
Publishers. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A13-18
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:a45e185b996143299f7e6345d2018744?art=a_2paulsspecialrevelationoftherapture&off=1336&ctx=turn+at+any+moment.%0a~A+few+days+became+a+
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.1628&off=17&ctx=+%0a1628.+%CE%B5%CC%93%CE%BA%CF%86%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%81%CE%B3%CF%89+~ekpheu%CC%81go%CC%84%3b+fut.+exphe
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there many Antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.  
19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all 
of us.  

 
Matthew 24:4-9 (KJV)  
4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  
5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  
7  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
8  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  
9  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations 
for my name's sake. 
 

Notes from Kittles Theological Dictionary: Apostasy 
“Here a Jewish tradition3 is adopted which speaks of complete apostasy from God and His 
Torah shortly before the appearance of the Messiah. This is applied to the apostasy of 
Christians from their faith to error and unrighteousness (v. 11f.) in the last days (Mt. 24:11 f.). 
Again we have the situation of Lk. 8:13.4 “ 9 

 
Read The Apostasy as it Relates to the Lord’s Return by Stanley Ellisen- Pre-trib.org10 

 

D. 2 Thess. 2- 3 events that will proceed the Second Advent and Day of the Lord. 
More discussion on “Apostasy” departure. Written 50-52 AD- 

 
1. The apostasy-departure or Rapture 
2. The restrainer is taken out of the way 
3. The Antichrist is revealed 
4. The physical return of Jesus 

Pre-notes: Thessalonica was founded in 316 B.C. by Cassander, King of Macedonia, who named 
it in honor of his wife, Thessalonica, the half-sister of the famous Alexander the Great.  Acts 17-
discribes their conversion-three week revival. 
In Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians, the portion dealing with the Rapture was to cheer 
them up concerning the death of their loved ones and to introduce them to the Rapture and 
Resurrection doctrines which Paul had received from the Lord Jesus. …In his second letter, his 
purpose was to let them know that the Day of the Lord had not begun as they were erroneously 

                                                      
3 Str.-B., III, 637. 
4 Dob. Th., 270 f. thinks that the reference is to the religious and moral declension, not “of the community of Christians 

but of the non-Christian world.” But the term ἀποστασία is against this, for it includes a prior turning to God. To be sure, 

the ἀποστάται and the appearance of the ἄνθρωπος τῆς ἀνομίας are to be differentiated, but only in such a way that the 

apostasy makes possible the power of the man of sin, and this in turn increases the apostasy. The same applies in the 

passage quoted from Justin. 
9 Schlier, H. (1964–). ἀφίστημι, ἀποστασία, διχοστασία. G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, & G. Friedrich (Eds.), Theological 

dictionary of the New Testament (electronic ed., Vol. 1, p. 513). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 
10 //www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-stanley-ellisen/message/the-apostasy-as-it-relates-to-the-lord-s-return/read 

https://www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-stanley-ellisen/message/the-apostasy-as-it-relates-to-the-lord-s-return
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnt?ref=biblio.at%3d%E1%BC%80%CF%86%CE%AF%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B9%2c%2520%E1%BC%80%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%AF%CE%B1%2c%2520%CE%B4%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%AF%CE%B1%7Cau%3dSchlier%2c%2520Heinrich%7Cpg%3d512%E2%80%93514%7Cvo%3d1&off=3388&ctx=%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%82+%CF%84%CE%B7%CD%82%CF%82+%CE%B1%CC%93%CE%BD%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B1%CF%82.+~Here+a+Jewish+tradit
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told as if it were from Paul himself. This letter was written in the Spring/Summer of 50 C.E. 
according to Dr. Daniel Wallace of Dallas Theological Seminary.11  
 

E.  Verse by verse-2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 

The subject of this chapter is the Day of the Lord and not the Rapture although Paul gives 
important information here that proves Paul taught the church a pre-Trib. Rapture scenario. 

 
Dr. Daniel Wallace: 

“In a nutshell, the Lord’s return seems less imminent in the second letter as opposed to the 

first. This is seen in two ways: (1) certain signs seem to precede the Lord’s return here, while 

none did in 1 Thessalonians; (2) Paul does not include himself in the group of living saints who 

anticipate the Lord’s return, while he did in the first letter.”12 

 
1. Two events are in view here- 1. The Coming and gathering- is the Rapture-, 2. In Vs 2 the 

Day of Christ- His second coming. See Renald Showers Maranatha Our Lord Come P.226-
7 for a clearer understanding of this verse explained.13  Basically Paul is saying here: 
“Keep your peace because you understand the Rapture and how it occurs and don’t let 
anybody fool you that we are currently in the Day of the Lord (Christ’s reign on earth).” 
This false teaching today basically says the church is Christ’s kingdom reigning in the 
earth.  
 

1  Now we beseech, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our (LB- not 
Israel’s) gathering together unto him,  

 
This is the Rapture, the coming and our gathering unto Him, the “day of Christ” here is 
His physical return. (KJV mistranslates, earlier evidence reads “day of the Lord”)  
 

                                                      
11 Wallace, Dr. Daniel / Dallas Theological Seminary. Article on 1 Thessalonians. https://bible.org/seriespage/14-2-

thessalonians-introduction-argument-outline 
12 Wallace, Dr. Daniel / Dallas Theological Seminary. Article on 1 Thessalonians. https://bible.org/seriespage/14-2-

thessalonians-introduction-argument-outline 
13 Dr Renald Showers- (1995). Maranatha Our Lord Come-A definitive study of the Rapture of the Church. Copyright 1995 

by the Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc. Bellmawr, NJ 08099 

“Parousia” 

can mean 

either 

Rapture or 

return 

depending on 

context. 
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2. False teaching about Christ’s return had occurred since the first letter-fake news.  False 
preaching and fake letters of teaching. They said there was no rapture. Subject: D of Lord 

 

2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ (early trans. “the Lord” HCSB) is at hand.  
 

a. Mark Hitchcock states in his book The End-  
 
“Was Paul a Pretribber? The Rapture in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 AFTER WRITING HIS 
FIRST LETTER to the Thessalonians, Paul had to write another letter to them within 
a few months— 2   Thessalonians. Apparently, someone claiming to be Paul had 
written a counterfeit letter to the church at Thessalonica (2 Thessalonians 2: 2). In 
this forged epistle, the author had told the believers, who were facing persecution 
and trouble, that they were already living during the Tribulation period that Paul 
had described in 1 Thessalonians 5. This spurious letter threw the Thessalonians 
into confusion.  

 
Paul responded to their distress. “Dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some 
things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we will be gathered to 
meet him. Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that the Day of 
the Lord has already begun” (2 Thessalonians 2: 1-2). It’s clear, given Paul’s 
statement, that the Thessalonians expected that they would be raptured before the 
Tribulation. Why? If the Thessalonians believed they would have to endure the 
Tribulation before Christ’s coming, why were they so upset at the prospect that the 
Day of the Lord had already come? They would have been thrilled at seeing 
prophecy fulfilled, not upset and shaken. The coming of the Day of the Lord would 
have meant Paul’s prophecy in 1 Thessalonians 5 was coming true. The 
Thessalonians would have anticipated going through the Tribulation. But they 
didn’t respond with hope or excitement. Their reaction was the opposite. They 
were “easily shaken” and “alarmed.” The phony letter they had received 
contradicted what Paul had taught them in 1 Thessalonians 4– 5— namely that 
they would be raptured prior to the Tribulation.  

 
Being told they were already in the Tribulation blindsided them. It shook them to 
the core. They faced three disturbing options: either Paul’s prophecy in 1 
Thessalonians was a lie or they had totally misinterpreted what he said or that the 
Rapture had already occurred and they had been left behind. The only logical 
implication from 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-2 is that the Thessalonians believed that the 
Rapture would occur before the Tribulation. Such a view would have been based on 
Paul’s previous teaching in 1 Thessalonians. Later in 2 Thessalonians 2: 3-11, Paul 
goes on to show the believers that the teaching that they were already in the Day 
of the Lord was false doctrine and that they had no reason to be afraid.”14 

                                                      
14 Hitchcock, Mark. (2012). The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days (pp. 174-175). Tyndale 
House Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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and shaken 
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b. The Day of Christ (KJV) here should read “Day of the Lord”15 HCSB-Revelation 19 
(See Prophetic days chart by Clarence Larkin, all rights reserved). 

                          

                                                      
15 https://doctrine.org/the-day-of-christ 
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3. Two of three requirements to happen first: The “falling away”, and the Antichrist 
revealed- “That day” here is the “day of the Lord” and NOT the Rapture. The subject here 
is the return not the Rapture. But first the departure must happen. 
 

3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

 

Simply put this does not tell us much we didn’t know about the end. The Antichrist 
would be revealed before Jesus returns and since that hadn’t happened yet, Paul is 
reassuring them that the day of the Lord had not happened yet. Some in their day 
were teaching that they were in the Tribulation because of their persecution, and 
that they may have missed the Rapture. Many such teachings exist today, (spiritual 
return). 

 
 
            4.    1st required event-Falling away: GK Apostasia properly translated: departure.  
 

The complete word study dictionary: New Testament: “646. ἀποστασία apostasía; 
genitive apostasías, fem. noun from aphístēmi (868), to depart. Departure, apostasy. 
Occurs in Acts 21:21 translated “forsake” and in 2 Thess. 2:3, “a falling away”; Sept.: 
2 Chr. 29:19; Jer. 29:32. In Acts 21:21 the new Christian believers among the Jews, 
having departed from Moses and coming to Jesus Christ, decided that they should stay 
apart from Moses, i.e., their Judaistic practices, for they were in a new dispensation. 
They were not Judaizing Christians, but Christians standing apart from Moses. In 
2 Thess. 2:3 the word apostasía does not refer to genuine Christians who depart from 
the faith, but mere professors who, without divine grace, succumb to the Satanic 
deception of the Antichrist. If those who are truly Christ’s and through the Holy Spirit 
have become members of His body (1 Cor. 12:13) could be detached, then the 
assurances Jesus gave that His own will not perish would be made null and void (John 
10:28, 29). See Septuagint: 2 Chr. 29:19.”16 
 
There are two ways to look at this verse: 

 
a. A debated rebellion or apostasy that will occur before and or during the 

Tribulation period that Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24:4 and Paul in 1 Tim 4:1 will 
come before the appearing of Jesus.  An apostate of the faith is to some, are those 
not “born again” departing from the faith, but are deceived religious people. 

 
Matthew 24:4-7 (KJV)  
4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  
5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 
Luke 8:13 (KJV)  
13   They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and 
these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 

                                                      
16 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG 

Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.646&off=1&ctx=+%0a~646.+%CE%B1%CC%93%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B1+apostasi%CC%81a%3b+gen.+apos
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.5439&off=124&ctx=%0aSyn.:+de%CC%81o%CC%84+(1210)+~and+desmeu%CC%81o%CC%84+(1195)
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b. A “departure” or Rapture of the church which is a strict translation of this word. 
 

Here in 2 Thess. 2:3 the noun form is used: Only twice the noun form used in NT- 
Here and Acts 21:21. The Verb is translated “departure” in Hebrews 3:12. 
 
Acts 21:21 (KJV)  
21  And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs. 
 
Hebrews 3:12 (KJV)  
12  Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. 

 
 

1) Stanley Ellisen writes:  
“Grammatically speaking, the word "apostasy" means "departure" (from the 
verb aphistemi). Since the word is never used elsewhere in the New Testament 
without a qualifier (e.g., "departure from Moses," Acts 21:21; cf. "to depart 
from the faith," I Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:12), by itself it means simply "departure." It 
can refer to either a religious (or political) defection or to a physical departure 
(the Rapture). Preceded by the article, it designates a specific departure of 
which Paul had previously instructed them. 

 
2) Historically, the word was translated simply "departure" in the early English 

translations (Tyndale, Coverdale, Geneva, etc.). Further studies in the LXX and 
classical Greek, however, have shown a preponderance of its usage as religious 
or military rebellion (Josh. 22:22; I Chr. 29:19; Jer. 2:19; I Mac. 2:15). These 
references have been used to give the term itself strong overtones of gross 
evil, resulting in translations such as "rebellion" or "great rebellion." Most 
commentaries, in fact, see it as a complete abandonment of the faith. 

 
As noted, the term itself, stripped of those accretions, means simply 
"departure," allowing the context always to determine its object or ablative. 
This view has been duly expounded and only needs restatement here. As the 
term is accompanied by a qualifier in all the other New Testament usages 
(either directly or indirectly), that appears to be true also of many of its LXX 
and extra biblical usages. Rarely does the term apostasia by itself carry such 
dark overtones (I Mac. 2:15 is a loaded context). In the New Testament the 
verb form is used fifteen times, only three of which speak of religious 
defection. Paul, in fact, used it in 2 Tim. 2:19 as to "depart from wickedness" 
(aor. imp.). Unencumbered with qualifiers, the native meaning of the term is 
simply "departure."17 

 
                                                      
17 Dr. Stanley Ellisen. The Apostasy As It Relates To The Lord’s Return. © 2017 Pre-Trib Research Center. All rights 

reserved. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:2e7b4df8937e4e2da45fa03c997050ea?art=a_theapostasyasitrelatestothelordsreturn&off=181&ctx=the+PDF+version.+%0a%0a%0a~The+concept+of+apost
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3) Verb- Strong’s: Verb root 
Strong’s: Greek Strong's Number: 868 (Used 15 times in NT) 
Greek Word: ἀφίστημι Transliteration: aphistēmi Phonetic Pronunciation: af-
is'-tay-mee 
Root: from <G575> and <G2476> Cross Reference: TDNT - 1:512,88 
Part of Speech: v 
from 575 and 2476; v; TDNT-1:512,88;  {See TDNT 116 } Vine's Words: Depart, 
Draw (away; back; nigh; on; out; up), Fall, Fallen, Falling, Fell, Refrain 
AV-depart 10, draw away 1, fall away 1, refrain 1, withdraw self 1, depart from 
1; 15 ]18 

 
4) Could the pre-Trib. Rapture of the church be called “The Departure?” 

 
5) The “Church” is the Philadelphia church in Revelation 3:7-13, not the 

Laodicean church (Rev. 3:14-22) which is the apostate church during the 
Tribulation period. 
 

6) Dr. Roy Hicks in Another look at the Rapture: 
 
“As a young minister, I could never believe that just prior to the Rapture, the 
Church would completely backslide. It never made sense to me that Christ 
would return for a Bride who had fallen out of love with Him. (That 
interpretation is necessary if it is apostasy to which Paul is referring here.) I 
admit that I did not understand this verse, nor the meaning of the message of 
Christ to the seventh church, the church of the Laodiceans, in Revelation. (Rev. 
3:14-22.) 
 
But I have since discovered that there are two ways to interpret the Greek 
word apostasia (translated in this third verse as "falling away"). Because of that 
discovery, I have experienced a renewed interest in the things the Apostle Paul 
had to say about the Church during the last days before the Rapture.”19 

 
Now this word apostasia is interpreted by some scholars to mean "falling 
away" or "rebellion." However, the other interpretation of the word by 
excellent Greek scholars is "departure." Tyndale, for example, translated it this 
way in his first translation from Greek to English. (1520’s) 
Greek scholars agree that to pinpoint the true meaning of the Greek noun, it is 
necessary to look at the verb from which that noun is derived. The Greek noun 
apostasia comes from the root verb aphistemi, meaning "to go away, depart, 
remove." This root verb is used fifteen times in the Bible, and in only three of 
those times does it speak of a falling away. It is most often translated "depart," 
and usually refers to "one person departing from another person or place." 
 

                                                      
18 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS 
e-book, Under: "868". 
19 Hicks, Dr. Roy. (1982). Another look at the Rapture. (p.46). Harrison House, Inc. P. O. Box 35035 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G0868
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G0868
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G575
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G2476
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/D/Depart
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/D/Draw%20(away;%20back;%20nigh;%20on;%20out;%20up)
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/F/Fall
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/F/Fallen
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/F/Falling
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/F/Fell
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/R/Refrain
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:a45e185b996143299f7e6345d2018744?art=a_2paulsspecialrevelationoftherapture&off=1336&ctx=turn+at+any+moment.%0a~A+few+days+became+a+
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7) Several Bibles from the fifteenth century. Some of them present 2 
Thessalonians 2:3 as follows: 
 
Let no man deceive you by any meanes for [that day shall not come], except 
there come a departing first, and that that man of sinne be disclosed, (even the 
sonne of perdition... (Geneva Bible). 
 
Let no man deceave you by eny meanes, for the Lorde shall not come excepte 
there come a departynge fyrst, and that synful man be opened, the sonne of 
perdicyon... (Great Bible). 
Let no man deceave you by eny meanes, for the Lorde commeth not, excepte 
ther come a departinge fyrst, and that that synfull man be opened, the sonne 
of perdicion... (Tyndale). 
 
Then we come to the translation of an excellent, widely recognized 
commentator, Kenneth S. Wuest. 
In The New Testament—An Expanded Translation, Mr. Wuest translates 2 
Thessalonians 2:3 as follows: 
 
“Do not begin to allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day 
shall not come except the aforementioned departure [of the Church to heaven] 
comes first and the man of the lawlessness is disclosed [in his true identity], the 
man of perdition....” 
 
The definite article occurring before the word apostasia makes it apply to a 
particular departure, one known to the writer and the recipients of the letter. 
 
John Dawson, A.B., indicates that apostasia means a departure from any 
place. 
 
John Lineberry, B.A., translates 2 Thessalonians 2:3 thusly: 
Do not begin to let anyone beguile you in any way, because the day will not 
come (day of the Lord) except there come the departure (rapture of the Church 
first) and the man of lawlessness be revealed (unveiled, uncovered) the son of 
perdition (eternal misery, doom and destruction). 
 
The following is a list of others who use the word departure: 
Coverdale (1535) 
Crammer (1539) 
Beza (1565) 
Rev. J. R. Major, M.A. (1831) 
John James, L.L.D. (1825) 
Robert Baker, Breechers Bible (1615) 
John Parkhurst (1851) Lexicon—London 
"Properly, a departure." Third meaning: "A divorce or dismission." 
Robert Scott (1811-1887) Oxford Press 
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Second meaning: "Departure; disappearance." 
James Donnegan, M.D., Greek/English Lexicon 
The Amplified Bible, New Testament footnote 
 
These excellent Greek scholars and commentators give us sufficient evidence 
to know of a certainty that this Greek word apostasia can be rightfully 
translated in more ways than one; "departure" best fits into this context. 
 

Dr. Roy Hicks-“I will be happy to acknowledge that our hope in the pre-
Tribulation Rapture does not hinge on how one Greek word is translated, but 
this translation certainly ties in beautifully with the rest of the chapter.”20 

 
 

4. 3rd event-(the 2nd event is mentioned later in the text) The Antichrist- The man of sin will 
be revealed (Here referring to the middle point when he sits on the mercy seat in the 
third temple and declares that he is God himself). 
  
4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  
5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  

 
Point to remember: The temple will have to be in existence for this to happen. It was 
destroyed in 70 A.D. Note: This did not happen in 70 A.D. 

 
5. Something is holding back the Antichrist. Who is withholding- How does He do it?-Gates 

of Hell cannot prevail- Matt. 16:18-19 
 

6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. (7 years) 

 
a. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 

 
“The Holy Spirit of God is the only Person with sufficient (supernatural) power to do 
this restraining.”21 

 
b. The church?  Matthew 16:18-19- Actually Jesus gave that power to the church- The 

gates of hell cannot prevail against the church! 
 

Thomas Constable- “the one who … holds it back. How does He do it? Through 
Christians, whom He indwells and through whom He works in society to hold back 
the swelling tide of lawless living. How will He be taken out of the way? When the 
church leaves the earth in the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will be taken out of the way 
in the sense that His unique lawlessness-restraining ministry through God’s people 
will be removed (cf. Gen. 6:3). The removal of the Restrainer at the time of the 

                                                      
20 Hicks, Dr. Roy  (1982). Another look at the Rapture. (p.49). Harrison House, Inc. P. O. Box 35035 Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 
21 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “2 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. 

J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.719). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:a45e185b996143299f7e6345d2018744?art=a_2paulsspecialrevelationoftherapture&off=1336&ctx=turn+at+any+moment.%0a~A+few+days+became+a+
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.2Th2.7&off=1297&ctx=+many+encourage+it!%0a~The+Holy+Spirit+of+G
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Rapture must obviously precede the day of the Lord. Paul’s reasoning is thus a 
strong argument for the pretribulational Rapture: the Thessalonians were not in the 
Great Tribulation because the Rapture had not yet occurred.”22 

 
 

6. The 2nd event-The removal of the restrainer- HE could be the Holy Spirit or the Church 
 

7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way. 
 

a. Two events: The departure and the removal of the restrainer will have to happen 
before the Antichrist is revealed. 

 

b. The one taken out of the way is either the church departing or the Holy Spirit in 
the church being removed out of the way. It is not the total removal of the Holy 
Spirit from the earth because men are saved and the Holy Spirit was prophesied by 
Joel to be working all the way to end of the Tribulation period. (1 Cor. 13:10- “that 
which is perfect” is Christ) 

 

St. Augustine: 
“Perhaps the most honest and frank view of this passage about the “restrainer” 
was put forth by St. Augustine in the fifth century (City of God, ch. 20): “I admit 
that the meaning of this completely escapes me.” Three cheers for Augustine!”23 

 
c. Matthew 16:18-19- Actually Jesus gave that power to the church- The gates of hell 

cannot prevail against the church! 
 

Matthew 16:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  
19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 

 

7. Does “Out of the way” mean the Holy Spirit is leaving?- This is what traditional 
Dispensationalist believe. If the He is the Holy Spirit then why can’t it just mean that He 
steps out of the way?  

 
a) Dwight Pentecost explains it this way: 

“The work of the Holy Spirit to believers in the Tribulation. The fact that the Holy 
Spirit is the restrainer, to be removed from the earth before the Tribulation period 
begins, must not be interpreted to mean that the Holy Spirit is no longer 
omnipresent, nor operative in the age. The Spirit will work in and through men. It is 

                                                      
22 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “2 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. 

J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.719). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
23 Demarest, G. W., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1984). 1, 2 Thessalonians / 1, 2 Timothy / Titus (Vol. 32, p. 123). Nashville, TN: Thomas 

Nelson Inc. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.2Th2.7&off=1297&ctx=+many+encourage+it!%0a~The+Holy+Spirit+of+G
https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm32ttt?ref=Bible.2Th2.6-7&off=1532&ctx=ewish+state+itself.%0a~Perhaps+the+most+hon


Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                            Chp 27- Hard Passages- 2 Thessalonians 2 

 

15 
 

only insisted that the particular ministries of the Holy Spirit to the believer in this 
present age (baptism, 1 Cor. 12: 12-13; indwelling, 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20; sealing, Eph. 1: 
13; 4: 30; and filling, Eph. 5: 18) do terminate. On this question Walvoord writes: 
There is little evidence that believers will be indwelt by the Spirit during the 
tribulation… The tribulation period… seems to revert back to Old Testament 
conditions in several ways; and in the Old Testament period, saints were never 
permanently indwelt except in isolated instances, though a number of instances of 
the filling of the Spirit and of empowering for service are found. Taking all the 
factors into consideration, there is no evidence for the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit in believers in the tribulation.”24 

 
The dispensational error being taught today by some teachers 

 
b) The general viewpoint taken by today’s dispensationalist (See example below) is 

that the Holy Spirit will leave the earth in the process of the baptism of the Spirit 
that happened at Pentecost.  The error they teach is this: that the “baptism with 
the Holy Spirit” given at Pentecost was the believer’s salvation baptism found in 1 
Cor. 12:12, which it was not. Secondly they believe that this experience will end 
during the Tribulation period. Thus, salvation of the saints as we know it.  

 
c) The truth is: Salvation came and happened before that in the “other” Room in John 

20 where Jesus gave them the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (R.A. Torrey believed 
they were saved even earlier than that).  In Acts 2 another baptism was poured out 
for the church foretold to them by Jesus after they were saved by the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit (also foretold by John the Baptist): The baptism of the Holy Spirit 
with the evidence of gifts. (See my Study guide on this subject) 

 
d) So the premise is wrong from the start that the traditional dispensationalist used. 

According to Joel 2 and Peter’s sermon in Acts 2, preached just after this Baptism 
pouring out happened, that same experience (baptism) will continue until the 
second advent of Jesus to the earth. The dispensationalist in error teach that 
salvation by the indwelling of the Spirit stops during the Tribulation period. 
Therefore salvation is different for the Tribulation saints. All this because of a 
wrong understanding of Pentecost. It’s an understandable error nevertheless 
wrong. 
 
Of course the Holy Spirit will indwell the believers who are saved during the 
Tribulation period and baptize them with the Holy Ghost.  
 
The one thing gone during the Tribulation period is the church.  

 

                                                      
24 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 4793-4801). Grand Rapids, MI., 

Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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e) Details: Here’s what they believe: When the Holy Spirit leaves, the church has to 
also because He indwells them. 

 
The Believer’s Bible Commentary- 
“What has hindered the full display of this spirit? We believe that the presence of 
the Holy Spirit indwelling the church and indwelling every believer has been the 
restraining power. He will continue to exercise this function until He is taken out of 
the way, that is, at the Rapture… 
The Holy Spirit will, we believe, leave the world in the same sense in which He came 
at Pentecost—that is, as the abiding Indweller of the church and of each believer. 
He will still be in the world, convicting people of sin and leading them to saving 
faith in Christ. His removal at the Rapture does not mean that no one will be saved 
during the Tribulation. Of course they will. But these people will not be members of 
the church, but rather the subjects of Christ’s glorious kingdom.”25 

 
f) They created a silly explanation discounting the Pentecostal baptism of the Spirit- 

They believe technically the Holy Spirit leaves the earth in the way He came to the 
earth at Pentecost. He is always here because he’s omnipresent like in the Old 
Testament, but not filling, sealing and baptizing believers into the church like in the 
New Testament. People are saved by Him during the Tribulation period but not like 
we are today. This teaching also helps to signify a marked difference between the 
bride of Christ the church and those saved later after the Rapture as being another 
group under Israel’s future dispensation. 

 
g) I do believe that those in the Tribulation who come to Jesus after the Rapture are 

saved by repenting and believing in the resurrection and cross of Jesus. This is how 
we all are saved. The Baptism of the Spirit will be in operation during the 
Tribulation period along with His gifts.  
 
A note about the church in the Tribulation: After the church is raptured out, it is 
said that the Tribulation saints are not the church. While I agree with this generally 
speaking, I do not agree with the argument used by some that the body of Christ 
cannot be divided so those saints are not the body of Christ. Right now the body is 
divided in the same way, some in heaven and some on earth, so that argument is 
not a good one. I believe those saints will be a part of the whole group called 
believers and identified with the bride later, but will come under the dispensation 
of Israel for the time being. They will later be given resurrected bodies like us. 
 

h) The Holy Spirit in the church is the restrainer who must be raptured first and then 
the restraining element will be gone so the Antichrist can take over. The church is 
what has always held back the tide of evil.

                                                      
25 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 2055). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm?ref=Bible.2Th2.7&off=1810&ctx=ng+faith+in+Christ.+~His+removal+at+the+R


 

17 
 

 

The day of Christ vs. the day of the Lord 
 

The day of Christ is the Rapture of the church and then the Bema seat judgment which follows. It ends 
at the Second Advent. The day of the Lord begins at the Second Advent and ends after the millennium. 
See chart on p. 17, and chart at Doctrine.org for all the verses (1 Cor. 4:1-8, Phip. 1:3-6). 26 

 
Philippians 1:6-11 (KJV)  
6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ:  
7  Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my 
bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.  
8  For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.  
9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;  
10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ;  
11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
26 https://doctrine.org/the-day-of-christ 


