
1 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

Chapter 28 
 

Hard Passages Explained Part 2-  

The Restrainer 
 

 
 
 

 

Review:  
 The departure 2 Thess. 2:1-12 
 
 
   2 Thess. 2- 3 events that will proceed the Second Advent. More discussion on 

“Apostasy” departure.  
 

A.  3 Events 
The apostasy-the departure (catching away, Rapture) 
The restrainer is taken out of the way 
The Antichrist is revealed 
 

1. 1st required event- Vs 3- Falling away: GK Apostasia properly translated: departure.  
Only twice the noun form used in NT- Here and Acts 21:21.Verb Translated departure in 
Hebrews 3:12. Departure from the faith is something else called apostasy in English 1 Tim. 4:1 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV)  
3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

 
Kenneth S. Wuest. In The New Testament—An Expanded Translation, Mr. Wuest translates 2 
Thessalonians 2:3 as follows: 
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“Do not begin to allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day shall not 
come except the aforementioned departure [of the Church to heaven] comes first and 
the man of the lawlessness is disclosed [in his true identity], the man of perdition....”1 

 
2. 3rd event-Vs 4- The Antichrist- The man of sin will be revealed in his time and during the middle 

will sit on the mercy seat in the temple (vs 6- A seven year period according to Daniel) 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:4 (KJV)  
4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:6 (KJV)  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
 
 

3. The 2nd event-V7- The removal of the restrainer-  
This event is mentioned third but has to happen before the Antichrist is revealed. HE could be 
the Holy Spirit or the Church (Some argue that He could not refer to the church. However in the 
Greek text here both the masculine and neuter form are used.  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:7 (KJV)  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out 
of the way. 
 

The church is called a man at times in  Eph. 2:15; 4:13 and the body of Christ (1Cor. 12:12-
13,27; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18,24). Therefore, can be referred to by a masculine pronoun.  
 

Ephesians 2:15 (KJV)  
15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

 
 
 
 

 Who is the restrainer? V. 6-7 
 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 (KJV)  
6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7  For the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  
 
2 Thess. 2:6-7 AMP 
6 And now you know what is restraining him [from being revealed at this time]; it is so that he may be 
manifested (revealed) in his own [appointed] time.  

                                                      
1 Wuest, K. S. (1961). The New Testament: an expanded translation (2 Th 2:1–4). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+12%3A12-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+12%3A12-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+12%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A22-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A24
https://ref.ly/logosres/wuestnt?ref=Bible.2Th2.1-4&off=601&ctx=and+is+now+present.+~Do+not+begin+to+allo
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7 For the mystery of lawlessness (that hidden principle of rebellion against constituted authority) is already at 
work in the world, [but it is] restrained only until he who restrains is taken out of the way. 2 
 

Thomas Constable- “The one who … holds it back. How does He do it? Through Christians, whom He 
indwells and through whom He works in society to hold back the swelling tide of lawless living.”3 

 
 

A. Most believe He is the Holy Spirit because He is powerful 
 

John Walvoord explains their position: 
 

“Pretribulationists generally hold that if the Holy Spirit is removed from His present position 
indwelling the church, then the church itself must also be removed, and hence the Rapture must 
take place at the same time.”4 

 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 
“The Holy Spirit of God is the only Person with sufficient (supernatural) power to do this 
restraining.”5 

 
 

B. Does “out of the way” mean The Holy Spirit is leaving the earth?- No 
 

 

1. The Baptist dispensationalists created an explanation discounting true Pentecost- They 
taught that the Holy Spirit leaves the earth entirely and has to take the church with Him 
because he indwells them permanently. Therefore they explain the way people are saved 
during the Tribulation period is not the indwelling Holy Spirit of being born again. This is 
based off their wrong understanding of the baptism with the Spirit at Pentecost as being the 
salvation experience. 

 
Dwight Pentecost explains it this way: 
“The work of the Holy Spirit to believers in the Tribulation. 
The fact that the Holy Spirit is the restrainer, to be removed from the earth before the 
tribulation period begins, must not be interpreted to mean that the Holy Spirit is no longer 
omnipresent, nor operative in the age. The Spirit will work in and through men. It is only 
insisted that the particular ministries of the Holy Spirit to the believer in this present age 
(baptism, 1 Cor. 12: 12-13; indwelling, 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20; sealing, Eph. 1: 13; 4: 30; and filling, 
Eph. 5: 18) do terminate. On this question Walvoord writes: There is little evidence that 

                                                      
2 The Amplified Bible. La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987.  
3 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “2 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. 

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.719). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  
4 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 242). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
5 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “2 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. 

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.719). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books..  

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.2Th2.6&off=67
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.2Th2.7&off=1722&ctx=line:+ho+katecho%CC%84n%2c+~the+one+who+%E2%80%A6+holds+
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.2Th2.7&off=1722&ctx=line:+ho+katecho%CC%84n%2c+~the+one+who+%E2%80%A6+holds+
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believers will be indwelt by the Spirit during the tribulation… The tribulation period… seems 
to revert back to Old Testament conditions in several ways; and in the Old Testament 
period, saints were never permanently indwelt except in isolated instances, though a 
number of instances of the filling of the Spirit and of empowering for service are found. 
Taking all the factors into consideration, there is no evidence for the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit in believers in the tribulation.”6 

 
Even Dr. Missler also believes that the Holy Spirit will no longer indwell believers during 
the Tribulation period. However, he does believe a great number are saved during it. 

 

Dr. Chuck Missler: “When the Church is removed in the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will no 
longer move in human beings in the same constant indwelling that we have the joy to 
experience. But He is still God, still part of the Trinity, and therefore omnipresent. He will 
continue to move in the Earth, ministering to those who remain, and there will be those who 
are saved during the Tribulation. There may be more people saved then than ever before.”7 

 
 

2. The general viewpoint taken by today’s dispensationalists (See example below) is that the Holy 
Spirit will leave the earth and take with Him the process of the baptism with the spirit that 
happened at Pentecost.   

 
a. The error they teach is this: that the “baptism with the Holy Spirit” given at Pentecost 

was the believer’s salvation baptism found in 1 Cor. 12:12, which it was not (See my 
study guide on The three baptisms of the believer).  

b. They also suppose that the believer’s baptism into Christ is unique to the church and will 
not be experienced by the Tribulation saints. 

 
The born again salvation experience (the baptism into Christ) for the disciples came and 
happened before the baptism with the Spirit, in the Upper Room after the resurrection, in 
John 20 where Jesus breathed on them and gave them the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is 
the promise of Jesus, “The Spirit that is with you shall be in you.” In Acts 2 some 45 or so days 
later (Pentecost is 50 days after Passover) another baptism was poured out for the church 
foretold to them by Jesus after they were saved by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (also 
foretold by John the Baptist-See lesson #29).  
 
So the premise is wrong from the start that the traditional dispensationalist used. According 
to Joel 2 and Peter’s sermon in Acts 2, preached just after this pouring out happened, that 
same experience (baptism) will continue until the second advent of Jesus to the earth. The 

                                                      
6 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 4793-4801). Grand Rapids, 
MI., Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
7 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 91-Kindle Locations 804-808). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID. Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
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dispensationalist in error teach that salvation by the indwelling of the Spirit stops also during 
the Tribulation period. Therefore salvation is different for the Tribulation saints. All of this 
because of a wrong understanding of Pentecost. 
 
Will the Holy Spirit indwell the believers who are saved during the Tribulation period? We 
know the Spirit continues to be poured out and to baptize them with the Holy Ghost. It seems 
logical for Him to continue to give part one if He gives part two. 
 
The one thing that is gone during the Tribulation period is the church. The Tribulation saints 
who come later are not called “the church”, but will be called to the Marriage Supper 
(providing they are translated at the end) and enter into the Millennial with the church. They 
may not be called the church, but they are all later one body in the bride under Christ rule. It’s 
hard to think as so many do that the Holy Spirit no longer indwells believers but will save 
them. Does that mean that they are not supernaturally “born again” like New Testament 
believers are today?  

 
 

3. The Holy Spirit’s role during the Tribulation period-Here are more statements of what they 
believe: 

 
a. Chafer- “…it is as illogical and fanciful to contend that Judaism and Christianity ever merge 

as it would be to contend that heaven and earth cease to exist as separate spheres.”8 
 

b. Walvoord seems to disagree: 
“Even an ordinary reading of this passage will reveal the central feature of the mystery. It 
is that Gentiles should have an absolute equality with the Jews in the body of Christ: 
“heirs together,” “members together,” and “sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus.” Even Allis (preterist), who strenuously opposed the unique character of the church 
in this age, admitted: “The mystery is, that the Gentiles are to enjoy, actually do enjoy, a 
status of complete equality with the Jews in the Christian Church…They belong to the 
same body…This important feature of the Christian Church was the mystery.9” 10 

 
c. The Believer’s Bible Commentary- 

“What has hindered the full display of this spirit? We believe that the presence of the Holy 
Spirit indwelling the church and indwelling every believer has been the restraining power. 
He will continue to exercise this function until He is taken out of the way, that is, at the 
Rapture… 
The Holy Spirit will, we believe, leave the world in the same sense in which He came at 
Pentecost—that is, as the abiding Indweller of the church and of each believer. He will still 
be in the world, convicting people of sin and leading them to saving faith in Christ. His 
removal at the Rapture does not mean that no one will be saved during the Tribulation. Of 

                                                      
8 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 41). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 
9 Allis, Oswald T.  (1969). Prophecy and the Church, (p. 92). P&R Publishing. 
10 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 29). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1071&ctx=obviously+true%3b+and+~it+is+equally+true+t
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course they will. But these people will not be members of the church, but rather the 
subjects of Christ’s glorious kingdom.”11 

 
d. Gerald Stanton- “This age is in a particular sense the “dispensation of the Spirit,” for He 

works in a way uncommon to other ages as an abiding Presence within the children of 
God… The church age commenced with the advent of the Spirit at Pentecost, and will 
close with a reversal of Pentecost, the removal of the Spirit. This does not mean that He 
will not be operative— only that He will no longer be resident” 12 

 
e. Timothy Morton- “When the Rapture occurs and Christ takes His Church into Heaven with 

Him, things will never be the same on earth again. When all those in Christ are raised up 
to meet their Savior in the air, a whole dispensational system will go up with them. 
Eternal salvation as we know it today (by grace through faith apart from works) will no 
longer be valid because the Holy Spirit will no longer regenerate and seal those who 
become saved after the "trump" [1Thes. 4:16]. Believers in the future will not have a new 
nature, be placed in Christ, or have Christ permanently indwelling them. Simply put, the 
means of salvation as we know it today will no longer exist. The differences in the 
dispensations will make it impossible for a believer to be born again [as we now 
understand it], placed into Christ's Body, or keep eternal life by faith alone. Instead of 
being like salvation in the Church Age, salvation will be very similar to the way it was in 
the Old Testament with works playing a part.”13 

 
 

4. “Taken out of the way”- Another possible way to understand this- The distinction of the Holy 
Spirit getting out of the way- Stepping aside 

 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
“the one who … holds it back. How does He do it? Through Christians, whom He indwells and 
through whom He works in society to hold back the swelling tide of lawless living. How will He 
be taken out of the way? When the church leaves the earth in the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will 
be taken out of the way in the sense that His unique lawlessness-restraining ministry through 
God’s people will be removed (cf. Gen. 6:3). The removal of the Restrainer at the time of the 
Rapture must obviously precede the Day of the Lord. Paul’s reasoning is thus a strong 
argument for the pretribulational Rapture: the Thessalonians were not in the Great Tribulation 
because the Rapture had not yet occurred.”14 

 
The Preacher’s Outline and Sermon Bible: 

                                                      
11 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 2055). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson. 
12 Stanton, Gerald. (1991). Kept from the Hour. p. 110. (Free copy- https://www.raptureready.com/gerald-stanton/) 
13 Morton, Timothy S. (1997). The Difference is in the Dispensations- How to make sense of the differences in the Bible. (Under 
chapter 4). https://www.biblebelievers.com/Dispen4.htm 
14 Constable, Thomas L. (1985). “2 Thessalonians.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. 

Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.719). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.  

javascript:void(0);
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“The words used are “taken out of the way,” not taken away. There is a vast difference: the 
power of restraint upon the Antichrist can step aside and allow the Antichrist to appear and 
still be at work in the world. If the power of restraint was completely removed and taken 
away, then there would be no power of good whatsoever in the world. Therefore, the words 
“taken out of the way” have to be noticed. Whatever the power of restraint is, it is still present 
in the world working for good. It only steps aside enough to allow the Antichrist to appear and 
to carry on his work of evil.”15 

 
“What then is the true power that restrains evil upon the earth? Is it not the power of God 
Himself? God’s power and work against sin is the whole point of this passage. Therefore, it is 
difficult to see how the restraining power could be anything other than the Spirit of God upon 
the earth. 
Note this as well: the Holy Spirit is referred to in both the masculine and neuter genders in 
Scripture (see Jn. 14:16–17; 16:13). And He is pictured as the restraining force of evil in the Old 
Testament (Ge. 6:3).”16 
 
It is the power of the Holy Spirit in the church that restrains the evil one from coming into 
power in the world. 

 
5. The Holy Spirit obviously saves thousands during the future Tribulation period- 

 
a. Peter at Pentecost foretold that the Holy Spirit with gifts will be poured out all the way 

until the end of the Tribulation period. Joel 2:28-32, Acts 2:16-21; Rev. 12:17 with Rev. 

19:10. 

Acts 2:16-21 (KJV)  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy:  
19  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke:  
20  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable 
day of the Lord come:  
21  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
Acts 2:38-39 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

                                                      
15 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (2006). 1 Thessalonians–Philemon (p. 89). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries 

Worldwide.The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 
16 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (2006). 1 Thessalonians–Philemon (p. 90). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries 

Worldwide.The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A16-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A10
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv73th1?ref=Bible.2Th2.6-8&off=641&ctx=nificant+points.%0aa.+~The+words+used+are+%E2%80%9C
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv73th1?ref=Bible.2Th2.6-8&off=641&ctx=nificant+points.%0aa.+~The+words+used+are+%E2%80%9C
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39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call.  
 
Habakkuk 2:14 (KJV)  
14  For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea. 
 

b. Paul taught that the gifts of the Spirit would be on earth till Jesus returned physically and 

we see him face to face-1 Cor. 13:9-12 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (KJV)  
8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  
9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  
10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  
11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things.  
12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known.  
13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
 

c.  Multitudes will be saved by the Holy Spirit during the Tribulation, as now –Rev. 7:9-15; 

Rev.12:5,17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6; Zech. 12:10-13:1.  

Revelation 7:9-15 (KJV)  
9  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands;  
10  And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.  
11  And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and 
fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,  
12  Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.  
13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they?  
14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and 
he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
  

d. Daniel said the wise would turn many to righteousness during the Tribulation 

Daniel 12:1-3 (KJV)  
1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book.  
2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+15%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+20%3A4-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+12%3A10-13%3A1
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some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
3  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  

 
e. Many turned to righteousness-This is why the gospel will be preached until the end-Rev. 

14:6. The “end” may be the “middle” point of the Tribulation on. Some have stated that 

the greatest revival to happen will be the one during the Tribulation. 

Revelation 14:6 (KJV)  
6  And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,  
 
Matthew 24:14 (KJV)  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come. 
 
Mark 1:14-15 (KJV)  
14  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God,  
15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel.  
 
 

f. Some believe that no one is saved during the tribulation-Maybe true after a point. 

1) At the time of the sixth trumpet- No repentance, 1/3 of men killed 

Revelation 9:20-21 (KJV)  
20  And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the 
works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and 
brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:  
21  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor 
of their thefts. 
 

2) During the time of the last seven vials-No repentance, this is probably the last week or 

month after the witnesses are taken up. People’s hearts are hard at this point. 

Revelation 16:9-11 (KJV)  
9  And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath 
power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  
10  And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full 
of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,  
11  And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented 
not of their deeds. 

 

C. Last days deception-Matt:24:9-24 Salvation exists during the Tribulation period- 
There would be no need for deception if no one could be saved. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 
8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  
9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  
10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved.  
11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  
12  That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

 
Matthew 24:4-13 (KJV)  
4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. (LB-Those of you in the 
Tribulation) 

5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet.  
7  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  
8  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  
9  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name's sake. (LB-persecuted Jews) 
10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  
11  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  
12  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  
13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 
 
 

D. The Spirit in the Church restrains? 
   
One of two things happens here: 
 The Holy Spirit leaves or 
 The Holy Spirit steps asides by taking the church out of the way 

 
E. The “Departure”: Two possibilities have been taught 
 

Dwight Pentecost: “Scripture has a great deal to say concerning the individual who will appear in 
the end time as the head of the Gentile powers in their ten kingdom federation…This appearance 
will be preceded by a departure (2 Thess. 2: 3), which may be interpreted either as a departure 
from the faith or a departure of the saints to be with the Lord (2 Thess. 2: 1).”17 
 
 

F. The restrainer: The Holy Spirit or the church? Poss. both- The Holy Spirit may step 
aside by physically taking the church away in the Rapture, there is nothing left to 
restrain the Antichrist if He steps aside. 

                                                      
17 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 6023-6034). Grand Rapids, MI., 

Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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Finis Dake (a Pentecostal Dispensationalist) believes the church is the restrainer or hinderer- 
Dake’s Annotated Bible: 

 
“The Hinderer is One of Three Things:  
  

1. Governments (Rom. 13:1-7; 1Pet. 2:13)  
  

2. The Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:7-15)  
  

3. The church (Mt. 5:13; 1Cor. 2:15-16; Eph. 6:12-18; 2Cor. 10:4-7)   
 
Matthew 5:13 (KJV)  
13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  

 
 

  

G. The church’s responsibility is to be salt and light, and has been given all power and 
authority over the enemy: the gates of Hell will not prevail against it:  
 
Luke 10:19-20 (KJV)  
19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  
20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven. 
 

Where is this promise if the church goes through the tribulation? Matthew 16:18-19, Matthew 
18:18-19, Luke 10:19-20- “I give you power over all the power of the enemy.” 

   

Dake: “The church is the only one of the three hinderers of lawlessness that will be taken out of the 
world. We must, therefore, conclude that the he or the hinderer of lawlessness of 2Th. 2:7 must 
refer to the church being taken out of the world ... And then shall that wicked one be revealed who 
will be destroyed seven years later by Christ at His Second Coming (2Th. 2:7-8).”18  
 
 

H. A possible interpretation of verse 7 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (KJV)  
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of 
the way. 

 
Because two different pronouns are used here for “He” in the Greek, Masculine and Neuter, could 
this verse not read like this?: 

                                                      
18 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 
James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: 2 Thess. "Chapter 2". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+13%3A1-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+16%3A7-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+2%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+6%3A12-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+10%3A4-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+2%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+2%3A7-8
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Larry Booth translation: “… Only He-the Holy Spirit who now restrains will stop restraining when it, the 
church is taken out of the way” 

 
This makes more sense in context of what Paul is teaching here concerning the two different events 
spoken of in verse one and the departure in verse three. Sometimes great doctrines are lost 
because of poor translations.  

 
 

 2 Thess. 2 is proof of a pre-Trib. Rapture because: 
  
A. The departure is to happen sometime before The Antichrist is revealed in his time 

(V.4) of 7 years according to Daniel 9 
 

B.  The Spirit filled church is what restrains him now 
 

C.  The Holy Spirit steps aside by taking the church out of the Earth 
 

D. The church is restraining him coming upon the earth for seven years, but in the 
middle he will be revealed to the world and Israel who he is. 

 

 Paul answered “What is the next great event?” The “departure” is imminent 
 

A. According to many false religions, a messiah will come and bring peace 
 

B. According to Amillennialism and Post Millennialism Christ will come and bring peace 
 

C. Some teach He came Spiritually and we have already entered into His kingdom, and 
after we Christianize the world He will come back physically 
 

D. Paul taught the Thessalonians that the next great event in history is the departure 
of the church called the Rapture. 
 

E. He taught that the true Antichrist would come after that event, and he would bring 
false peace and repeats Daniel 9:27.  
 
Not Titus or Nero were the Antichrist, because the departure had not happened first, and neither of 
them had made a seven year covenant with Israel. Historically Daniel’s prophetic last week of seven 
years has not happened yet. 
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F. He then taught that Jesus would physically return to the earth to bring real peace. 

 
 

 Mid-Tribbers resist the defining of the word “departure” because they put the Rapture 
in the middle and say the Antichrist is “revealed” at that time by sitting on the mercy 
seat.  
 
Three events are mentioned by Paul that will proceed the day of the Lord: The departure, the revealing 

of the antichrist, and the removal of the restrainer. 

Yes the antichrist is revealed to Israel as evil in the middle, but he has already been operating for the 
first 3 ½ years. Paul taught we are restraining him from showing up altogether, not just being 
“revealed.” The church is not stopping him from going into the temple and sitting on the mercy seat, 
they are stopping him from now taking his position at the start of the seven years.  Remember Paul is 
teaching the church in these verses, not the nation of Israel as Jesus was in Matt. 24. Those who believe 
in a mid-Trib. only would have a point if only this word “departure” was there in the Greek pointing out 
that the departure of the church would come first. But Paul made another statement and said there 
was one who also restrains as he later explains, and this restraining would happen before the Antichrist 
shows up and makes a treaty with Israel at the beginning of the 7 year period according to Daniel 9:27.  
 
Daniel 9:27 (KJV)  
27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

 
While we might say the “departure” could be before the middle of the Tribulation because it happens 
first, with this last information Paul gives, we see the church restraining the antichrist altogether until 
the Holy Spirit steps aside and removes the church from this world by departure. Paul wanted to make 
sure we put the departure in the right place in time. The Holy Spirit in the church has to step aside for 
the antichrist to even show up. The church is currently stopping these seven years from happening 
altogether, not the revealing. Wouldn’t Paul have said that this treaty Daniel mentions would be the 
true sign of the Antichrist taking power and not the departure as he indicates? 
 
 
Also Jesus called the last half of the Tribulation period “The Great Tribulation” in Matt. 24:15-22. Of 
course this is in relation to the nation of Israel. So mid-Tribbers use this to say that he will come before 
God pours out His wrath upon the earth. They also point to the Greek word Harpazo (Rapture) being 
used in Revelation 12 and the man-child being the Rapture of the church in the middle of the 
Tribulation period. I believe there is evidence in Revelation of the middle where a great multitude of 
many nationalities of those saved during the Tribulation, but this is not the departure of the church 
mentioned in these verses. If the mid-Trib. only position were right then the Antichrist would fool the 
church for 3 ½ years and the church would not be the restraining element holding him back until his 
time. 
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Dr. Chuck Missler speaking of the 70th week of Daniel- 

 

“It’s been isolated, separated from the other 69 weeks and classified by itself as the 70th week of 
Daniel. Because it is a week of years, many people refer to it as the Seven Year Tribulation. This is 
technically incorrect. The week lasts a full seven years, but the Great Tribulation is relegated to the 
last half of that week.19 

 

 

                                                      
19 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (P. 71-Kindle Locations 606-609). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID. Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
 
 


