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Chapter 29 
 

Hard Passages Explained Part 3-  

The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9 
 

 

 Review- The departure 
  

 Introduction: 
 

 

 There are so many opinions on prophecy-Find agreement 
 

Proverbs 12:15 (KJV)  
15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.  

 

 Some want to be the only one who has the revelation of something 
 

Proverbs 18:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom.  
2  A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.  

 
Always listen to council on hard to understand Scriptures, don’t think you’re the only one who can 
understand has the interpretation. 

 
H.A. Ironside-“It is always right to be watching and waiting for the coming of the Lord.”1 

 
 
 

                                                      
1 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 1). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
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 Daniel’s authenticity has been challenged by higher criticism 
 

 Walvoord-  
 
“Conservative scholarship has solid reasons for interpreting the fourth kingdom as Roman as well as 
considering the second and third kingdoms as Medo-Persian and Grecian. As Keil has pointed out, 
supported by Luther, the prevailing opinion of orthodoxy has always held this position since the 
early church. Porphyry, the third century A.D. pagan antagonist of Christianity who invented the 
idea of a pseudo-Daniel writing the book of Daniel in the second century B.C., did not find Christian 
support until the rise of modern higher criticism. The whole attempt, therefore, to make the book of 
Daniel history instead of prophecy, written in the second century and fulfilled by that date, has been 
considered untenable by orthodoxy. With it, the view that the fourth kingdom is Greece and not 
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Rome has been also rejected by conservative scholars as unsupported by the book of Daniel and 

contradicted by the New Testament as well as historic fulfillment.”2 

 
 

 The problem with the book of Daniel’s authenticity 
 

1. Some do not want to believe the miracles happened and wish to discredit the book as 
mythology. 

2. An attack has been waged on the date it was written supposing the second century BC after 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Making its subject history and not prophecy.  

3. Daniel was written in three different languages and both in third person and first person. 
4. Daniel does not have to be the author to make what is written to be true. Even if different 

portions were written at different times. 
5. Daniel’s date given for the arrival of the Messiah makes Jesus the only possibility. 
6. Daniel’s mention of “Darius the Mede” is one of the greatest issues these “higher critics” have 

with the authenticity of the book (See authors separate paper on this subject). 
 
 

 Jesus called Daniel a Prophet even though Daniel did not call himself that- 
 
Matthew 24:15 (HCSB)  
15  “So when you see the abomination that causes desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in 
the holy place” (let the reader understand),  

 

 Jesus foresaw people attacking the book of Daniel by discrediting his visions as 
future events and only calling them history that has already happened.  
 
Jesus brought up Daniel’s abomination as a future event not a past event- Matt 24:15-22 “When 
you (Israel) shall see…” Quoting Daniel 9:27.  
 
Daniel 9:27 (HCSB)  
27  He will make a firm covenant with many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop 
to sacrifice and offering. And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the temple until the 
decreed destruction is poured out on the desolator.” 
 

 

 70 weeks are determined to finish, The 70th week or the last week of 7 years is 
future- Vs 27- Commonly called the Tribulation period or Jacob’s trouble. 

 
Daniel 9:27 (KJV)  
27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 

                                                      
2 Walvoord, J. F. (2008). Daniel: The Key To Prophetic Revelation (p. 146). Galaxie Software..  

https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-walv-daniel?ref=Bible.Da7.1&off=2697&ctx=+was+also+denied.%E2%80%9D3%0a~Conservative+scholar
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the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
 

Daniel 9:24-27 (HCSB)  
24  Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city— to bring the rebellion to an end, 
to put a stop to sin, to wipe away iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place.  
25  Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until 
Messiah the Prince will be seven weeks and 62 weeks. It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat, but in 
difficult times.  
26  After those 62 weeks the Messiah will be cut off and will have nothing. The people 
of the coming prince will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come with a flood, and until 
the end there will be war; desolations are decreed.  

27  He will make a firm covenant with many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop 
to sacrifice and offering. And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the temple until the 
decreed destruction is poured out on the desolator.”  
 

The Hebrew word for “week” used here means a week of years not a week of days: 
 

The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament:  
בּועַ  .7620“  šāḇûaʿ: A masculine noun meaning seven; a week, a group of seven days or שָׁ
years. It indicates a unit of seven: a week, seven days (Lev. 12:5; Deut. 16:9); of a marriage 
feast (Gen. 29:27, 28); a week of days (Dan. 10:2, 3). It is used in a technical sense to name a 
festival, the Feast of Weeks (Ex. 34:22; Deut. 16:10). It refers to seven years, a heptad of 
years (Dan. 9:24–27).”3 

 

1. Many ways to interpret these verses. One interpretation makes the “he” in verse 27 is Jesus. That 
he would confirm the “covenant” for a week and that this refers to a literal week- however:,  
 
a. The sacrifices didn’t cease after Jesus rose. It was 40 years later. 

b. The nearest Noun is “the people of the prince” to go with “He.” 

c. The Bible never indicates that Jesus Christ made a seven-year salvation covenant. 

 
2. The first 483 years were exact and literal, why wouldn’t the last 7 be years also? 

 
3. The coming prince-The “he” must refer to the Antichrist- Daniel told of him more- Dan. 7:11, 

25,26; he is called the “little horn.” Some say who hold to a duel interpretation in chapter eight 
that the Antichrist is possibly likened to Antiochus Eph. As “A king” in Daniel 8:25; “The king” in 
11:36-45; (See also: Isa. 11:4; Ezek. 38:17-21; 2Th. 2:8; Rev. 19:20; 20:10).  

 

                                                      
3 Baker, W., & Carpenter, E. E. (2003). The complete word study dictionary: Old Testament (p. 1090). Chattanooga, TN: AMG 

Publishers. 

70 weeks 

are 

determined 

for the 

Jews and 

Jerusalem 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wsotdict?ref=Page.p+1090&off=1059&ctx=+%0a~7620.+%D7%A9%D7%81%D6%B8%D7%91%D7%95%D6%BC%D7%A2%D6%B7+s%CC%8Ca%CC%84b%CC%B1u%CC%82a%CA%BF:+A+masculine
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A25-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+8%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+11%3A45
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+11%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+38%3A17-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A10
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsotdict?ref=Page.p+1090&off=1059&ctx=+%0a~7620.+%D7%A9%D7%81%D6%B8%D7%91%D7%95%D6%BC%D7%A2%D6%B7+s%CC%8Ca%CC%84b%CC%B1u%CC%82a%CA%BF:+A+masculine
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4. Vs. 27 KJV does not refer to any other time but the future, the prophecy says “he shall make it 
desolate until the consummation.” Interpreted: “make the temple desolate until the 70 weeks 
are finished.”  

 
a. The temple was used after the 167BC desecration of Antiochus Epiphanes and sacrifices 

continued after a cleansing and renovation. 

 
b.  2 Thess. 2, written in 50 A.D. refers to the Antichrist sitting in the temple in the future. 

That did not happen in 70 A.D. so it has to be a future temple and a future Antichrist. 

 
5. Daniel 8:9-14, 12:11 describes this further 1290 days till the end 

 
Daniel 8:9-14 (KJV)  
9  And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, 
and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.  
10  And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars 
to the ground, and stamped upon them.  
11  Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken 
away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.  
12  And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down 
the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.  
13  Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How 
long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?  
14  And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed. 
 
Daniel 12:11 (KJV)  
11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
 

6. So the Antichrist will make a covenant and break it in the middle of the 70th week to come.  
 

7. Revelation 13:1-10- The book of Revelation, which was written after 70 A.D. and the destruction 
of the temple in the 90’s spoke of the Antichrist to come and parallels Daniel’s forth empire. 

 
Revelation 13:1-10 (KJV)  
1  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  
2  And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.  
3  And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all 
the world wondered after the beast.  
4  And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, 
saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?  
5  And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given 
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unto him to continue forty and two months.  
6  And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven.  
7  And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.  
8  And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  
9  If any man have an ear, let him hear.  
10  He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed 
with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.  

 
8. 2 Thess. 2:4 says according to Paul, the future Antichrist would sit in the temple and desecrate it 

before Christ would physically come back to the Earth.  2 Thessalonians was written in the 
Spring/Summer of 50 C.E., so the temple was still standing. In 70 A.D. the temple and city were 
destroyed by Titus. That’s when the sacrifices ceased. Titus never did this so this is a future event 
for Israel. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:4 (KJV)  
4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

 

9. Jeremiah 30:6-9 predicts a future trouble called “Jacobs trouble” that will be worse than anything 
for Israel and will conclude with the Messiah sitting on David’s throne. 

 
Jeremiah 30:6-10 (KJV)  
6  Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his 
hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness?  
7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it.  
8  For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:  
9  But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them.  
10  Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I 
will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall 
be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.  

 
 

10. Jesus mentioned this desecration as a future end time’s event. Matt 24:15-22 
 
Matthew 24:15-22 (KJV)  
15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  
16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  
17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  
18   Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  
19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  
20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:  
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21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be.  
22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened. 

 
Remember Luke’s version is mostly about 70 A.D. and not this event during the great 
Tribulation.  
 
Repeated from a previous lesson: Concerning verse 15 Chuck Missler believed Daniel was 
predicting 167 BC and Jesus used the knowledge of that event to predict another, he writes: 
 
“This proves to be a major verse for a number of reasons. Here Jesus saves us hours of boring 
library research by authenticating the authorship of Daniel, and his role as a prophet. Jesus also 
referred to a key historical event: the desecration of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes that 
had occurred two centuries earlier in 167 B.C. 
This historical event was well known to every Jew, and the subsequent rededication of the 
desecrated Temple is still celebrated every year at Hanukkah. (This is even alluded to in John 
10:22.) 
The “Abomination of Desolation” refers to Antiochus’ establishing an idol to Zeus in the Holy of 
Holies that precipitated the Macabbean revolt, which ultimately threw off the Seleucid yoke 
and ushered in the rule of the Hasmoneans. It is referred to four times in Daniel. (Daniel 8:13; 

9:27; 11:31; 12:11.) 
But here, Jesus is indicating that this desecration will happen again and that this time it will 
usher in a period that Jesus Himself labels “the Great Tribulation” (quoting from Daniel (Daniel 

12:1. Cf. Daniel 9:27) and which Jeremiah called “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” (Jeremiah 

30:7) (Both Matthew’s and Mark’s renderings also include the parenthetical admonition to the 
reader for understanding!)”4 
 
Daniel 12:1 (KJV)  
1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book.  

 
11. Although Preterest try to make Nero or Titus the Antichrist here, Titus did not desecrate the 

temple in 70 A.D. with an idol, in fact he and his father wanted to preserve the temple but it was 
accidentally set on fire. 

 
 

 Daniel Chapter 2 and Daniel 7 visions 
 
 

A. 2 Visions speak of great empires to come:  

                                                      
4 Chuck Missler- Article: ”Resolving the Olivet Discourse”- http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580 
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“Parallels between Daniel 2 and 7” taken from Mark Hitchcock’s book The End:5 
 

World Empire                                                        Daniel 2 Daniel 7 

Babylonian Head of Gold Lion 

Medo-Persia Chest and arms of 
Silver 

Bear 

Greece Belly and thighs of 
Bronze 

Leopard 

Rome I (Historical Rome Iron Terrible Beast 

Rome II (Future, final Roman 
Empire 

Ten Toes Ten Horns 

Antichrist  Little Horn 

Christ Kingdom The smiting Stone 
destroys the image 

The Son of Man receives the 
kingdom 

 
 

B. The end is yet to be fulfilled 
 

Hitchcock: “After putting Daniel 2 and 7 together, the picture becomes clear. The times of the 
Gentiles began with the Babylonian Empire in 605 BC, followed by the Persian Empire, which 
replaced Babylon in 539 BC. The Persians in turn were overthrown by Alexander the Great in 334– 
331 BC, and Greece was succeeded by Rome, which lasted until AD 476. Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 
clearly refer to the Roman Empire. But the ten horns of Daniel 7 do not seem to match the historic 
Roman Empire. Daniel says, “Its ten horns are ten kings” (7: 24), but those ten leaders have never 
existed. This absence indicates that the Roman Empire will be revived or reunited in the end times 
and will ultimately be headed by the “little horn,” which is another title for the final Antichrist. His 
rule, and the times of the Gentiles, will be terminated when Christ, the smiting stone, the Son of 
Man, comes to establish His Kingdom. “His rule is eternal— it will never end. His kingdom will never 
be destroyed” (Daniel 7: 14).”6 

 
Daniel 2:42-44 (KJV)  
42  And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and 
partly broken.  
43  And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.  
44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

 

                                                      
5 Hitchcock, Mark. (2012). The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days (p. 65). Tyndale House 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
6 Hitchcock, Mark.(2012). The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days (pp. 65-66). Tyndale House 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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 Daniel 9- Daniel’s 70 weeks explained 
 
This chapter is called the “Backbone” of prophecy according to Ironside: “Sir Edward Denny was, I think, 
perhaps the first prophetic student to designate this chapter, “The Backbone of Prophecy.”7 

 

A. Daniel understood 70 years of punishment in Babylon was almost finished- Daniel 
9:2, Jer. 29:10, 2 Chron. 36:21 

 
Daniel 9:2 (KJV)  
2  In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of 
the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Jeremiah 29:10-11(KJV)  
10  For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and 
perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 
11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end. 
 
 

1. H.A. Ironside: “It had been definitely foretold that following the destruction of the city and 
Temple and the enslavement of God’s earthly people in Babylon, a period of seventy years 
would elapse ere they would be restored to their own land and be permitted to rebuild the 
Temple, and eventually the city of Jerusalem itself. 
Daniel had been carried away in one of the first of the campaigns against Palestine. He was 
then but a youth, and now had become an old man. He realized, therefore, that the seventy-
year cycle must be nearly completed. This stirred his heart to prayer—which in itself is most 
suggestive.”8 
 

2. Why 70 years? Jeremiah prophesied it would happen- 2 Chron. 36:21 
 
Israel had apparently failed to observe the land’s one-year-in-seven sabbath for 490 years, so 
the term of the Babylonian captivity was set at 70 years to make up the deficit. This is a 
reference to Jeremiah 25:11. 
2 Chronicles 36:20-21 (KJV)  
20  And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants 
to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia:  
21  To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: 
for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. 
Jeremiah 25:10-14 (KJV)  
10  Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle.  

                                                      
7 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 2). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 
8 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 2). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Jer%2025.11
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
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11  And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years.  
12  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will 
make it perpetual desolations.  
13  And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is 
written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations.  
14  For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands. 

 
B. Daniel’s 70 weeks of 7 years- Jeremiah’s predicted punishment of 70 years were 

finishing up and Gabriel foretold of 490 more years to come- Daniel 9:23-27. (See 
“Daniel’s Prophetic Timeline” Chart) 
 
Daniel 9:23-27 (KJV)  
23  At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for 
thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.  
24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.  
25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  
26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  
27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
 

1. The foretold 70 years in Babylon were almost finished-  
2. He began to seek the Lord in prayer and fasting 
3. Daniel was told by Gabriel of another 490 years to come (Lit. 70 7’s or weeks) 
4. Vs. 24 The purpose and conclusion of these 490 years would be: 

 
a. To finish the transgression- Not fulfilled 

b. To stop all rebellion- Not fulfilled 

c. To put an end to sin 

d. To atone for wickedness 

e. To establish righteousness-Not fulfilled 

f. To fulfill all prophecies-Not fulfilled 

g. To anoint the most holy-Not fulfilled 

 

5. Daniel divided the end in three parts- Daniel 9:25-27 
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Preacher’s Outline and sermon Bible:  

  
God divided the plan into three periods 

a. The first period of God’s plan—49 years (7 sevens): From 
the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the date of its 
completion (took 49 years)  

 
 

b. The second period of God’s plan—483 years (7 sevens 
plus 62 sevens): From the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the 
coming of the Anointed One (Christ) 

 

24 Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy 

 
 

 
1) The period would bring about the cutting off (death) 

of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

2) The period would be followed by two events 
• The destruction of Jerusalem & the temple: By 

Rome in 70 A.D 
• The eras of war & desolation on earth 

 
(LB-There is a gap in between these periods) 

 

25 Know therefore and understand, 
that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore 
and two weeks: the street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. 
 
26 And after threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself: and the people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end 
of the war desolations are determined. 

 
c. The third period of God’s plan—7 years (1 seven): A 

period of horrible tribulation under the Antichrist 
1) He will make a treaty with Israel for 7 years 
2) He will break the treaty after 3½ years 

• Will stop all worship 
• Will set up an abominable object in the temple9 

 

27 And he shall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the 
consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate.10 

3) He will cause all Israelis to be slaughtered 

 
                                                      
9 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. Daniel-Hosea. Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 2008.  The Preacher’s 

Outline & Sermon Bible. 
10 Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (2008). Daniel-Hosea (p. 120). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide.The 

Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv27da?ref=Bible.Da9.20-27&off=1818&ctx=t+the+most+Holy.%0a3.+~God+divided+the+plan
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv27da?ref=Bible.Da9.25-27&off=2114&ctx=+are+determined.%0ac.+~The+third+period+of+
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C.  When did the clock start? Neh. 2:1-8 or Ezra 1?- 
 

Nehemiah 2:1-8 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was 
before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence.  
2  Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing 
else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid,  
3  And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?  
4  Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven.  
5  And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.  
6  And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and when 
wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.  
7  Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the 
river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah;  
8  And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that 
I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 
 
Ezra 1:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout 
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all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,  
2  Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  

 

 
1. H.A. Ironside in his book The Great Parenthesis- 

“We are not told whether the sevens of years are to be counted according to sun time or lunar 
time, and for our present purpose it is not necessary that we should go into the problem here. 
Sir Robert Anderson, in his masterly work, The Coming Prince, has taken it up in great detail, and 
has presented a chronological system which seems fully satisfactory, though all are not prepared 
to accept it. Those who are interested may consult that work at their leisure. I shall not deal with 
chronology as such here. I only desire to emphasize that evidently we have in Nehemiah 2 the 
starting point for this time prophecy.11 
 
 

2. Neh. 2:1-8- It is widely accepted the decree was given by Artaxerxes Longimanus on March 14th 
445 BC, years after Cyrus’s decree. However he only reinforced the original decree of Cyrus. 
 
“Twentieth Year of Artaxerxes  
  
The 20th year of Artaxerxes was 84 years after the Babylonian captivity of 70 years. Darius the 
Mede, the Ahasuerus of Esther 1:1 and father of Cyrus, reigned 2 years after the fall of Babylon. 
Cyrus reigned 9 years; Cambyses 7; Darius I 35; Xerxes 21; and Artaxerxes 20 years before 
Nehemiah was sent back to Jerusalem to complete the walls (Neh. 1:1 -- Neh. 7:4). There is 
controversy regarding when Nehemiah went to Jerusalem, some believing it was about 45 years 
after the beginning of the Babylonian captivity, or about 35 years after the captivity of 
Jehoiachin, or 23 years from the destruction of Jerusalem; but this could not be. His first coming 
to Jerusalem was evidently in the 20th year of Artaxerxes who reigned 464-424 B.C. The signing 
of the covenant of Neh. 10 could have been after he came to the city, for as governor at that 
time it would be natural for him to sign it. His signing does not mean that he was present in the 
7th year of Darius I, some 60-70 years before, when Ezra came to Jerusalem. No doubt many 
signed the covenant as they came from time to time. See Kings of Persia, and Four Persian 
Kings.” 12  
 
 
 

3. Biblical Chronology:  
 

                                                      
11 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 2). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 
12 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Side Notes And End 

Notes Of Nehemiah 2". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Est+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+7%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ne+10
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00076321#Kings of Persia
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158798#Four Persian Kings
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158798#Four Persian Kings
https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
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Dake on Ezra 1:1-“The Cyrus of this passage was so named by God 150 years before his birth to 
Esther and Ahasuerus, and about 200 years before this decree which fulfilled Isa. 44:28 -- Isa. 
45:1.” 13  
See also: (2Chr. 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-8; 3:7; 4:3-5; 5:13-17; 6:3,14) 
 
a. Finis Dake believed Esther was married to Darius the Mede (Ahasuerus or Astyages- Both 

Anstey14 and Newton15 agree) and birthed Cyrus the Great. Some others believe that Darius 
the Mede was Cyrus the Great, but Daniel listed them in one verse as two different people. 
See his notes on Esther 1:1-3 for a complete explaination. 

 
Wikipedia: “According to the Hebrew Bible, Esther was a Jewish queen married to the 
Persian king Ahasuerus. Ahasuerus is traditionally identified with Xerxes I during the time of 
the Achaemenid Empire, although Josephus wrote that Esther's king husband was Xerxes' 
son Artaxerxes.” 16  

  

 
b. 150 years before Cyrus the Great was born, Isaiah told of him by name. God called him His 

anointed one. 
 
Isaiah 44:28 (KJV)  
28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 
Isaiah 45:1-4 (KJV)  
1  Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 
shall not be shut;  
2  I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron:  
3  And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.  
4  For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.  

 
 

4. Daniel’s term 
 
 
Daniel served in Babylon beginning with Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar in the Babylonian 
Empire in chapters 1-5, then under the Median Empire with Darius the Mede, under the Medo-

                                                      
13 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Side Notes And End 

Notes To The Book Of Ezra 1:1". 
14 Anstey, The Romance of Bible Chronology: The Treatise (Vol 1), 268. 
15 Newton, Newton’s Revised History of Ancient Kingdoms, 107-108. 
16 Wikipedia: Josephus, Antiquities. Book 11 Chapter 6 (184) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+44%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+45%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+45%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ch+36%3A22-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+1%3A1-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+3%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+4%3A3-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+5%3A13-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+6%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+6%3A14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_king
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahasuerus#Book_of_Esther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xerxes_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artaxerxes_I_of_Persia
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Persian Empire with Astyages or Cambyses the last Median king, who some say was the same 
person as Darius the Mead, then under Cyrus the Great of the Persian Empire and finally 
possibly down to Darius Hystaspis. 
 

Gotquestions.org “Among the Jews deported from Judah and later placed under the rule of 
Cyrus include the prophet Daniel. In fact, we are told Daniel served until at least the third year of 
King Cyrus, approximately 536 BC (Daniel 10:1). That being the case, Daniel likely had some 
personal involvement in the decree that was made in support of the Jews. The historian 
Josephus says that Cyrus was informed of the biblical prophecies written about him (Antiquities 
of the Jews, XI.1.2). The natural person to have shown Cyrus the scrolls was Daniel, a high-
ranking official in Persia (Daniel 6:28).”17 

 
D.   Kings of Persia according to Finis Dake on Ezra 1: 

 
 
“For more than a century now we have had ancient inscriptions deciphered, and these, along with 
other sources of information (e.g., Herodotus, Xenophon, Ctesias, and Nicolaus of Damascus who 
lived before Christ, and Arrian of the 2nd century A.D.) give us a true understanding of the line of 
the kings of Persia. In 1846 the writing on the famous Rock of Behistun, which rises about 1,700 
feet out of the plain on the high road from Babylon to the east, was found to contain Darius 
Hystaspis' own genealogy. On this stone he claimed to be the 9th of a succession of kings of his 
fathers.  

 
  

Line of Persian Kings:      
       
1ST LIST 2ND LIST 3RD LIST 4TH list (Added by LB) 

       
History of Herodotus Behistun Rock Cylinder of Cyrus  Bible   
       
1. Phraortes I      
2. Deiokes Achaemes    
3. Phraortes II Teispes Teispes  
4. Cyaxares Ariyaramnes Cyrus I  Also called Ahasuerus 
5. Astyages-585-550 last 
median king                                                                    

Arsames Cambyses (son of 
Cyrus I) 

Ahasuerus 
(wife/Esther) (Darius 
the Mede) 

6. Cyrus the great-559-530    Cyrus II Cyrus the Persian 
7. Cambyses II-527-520 Cambyses II    
8. Hystaspes Hystaspes    
9. Darius Hystaspis- 520-485 Darius Hystaspis   Darius I 

  

                                                      
17 https://www.gotquestions.org/Cyrus-Bible.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2010.1
https://www.gotquestions.org/Flavius-Josephus.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%206.28
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Note that on the Cylinder of Cyrus the Persian (mentioned in Ezra 1:1; Isa. 44:28; 45:1; Ezra 6:14), 
he lists only the kings from the 3rd to the 7th -- his own son who succeeded him. On the Behistun 
rock only kings 2-5, 8-9 are given, Cyrus the Persian and his son Cambyses II not being mentioned 
for some reason. However, Darius Hystaspis, who made this list, does mention that he was the 9th 
of a succession of kings, so this would include the ones not named. Herodotus gives the first 5 of 
the 9 Persian kings, and the Bible mentions 5,6, and 9. We have to supply from ancient history 
those that are missing in the Bible. The 5th king, Astyages, was the husband of Esther and the 
father of Cyrus. He was the Ahasuerus of Esther 1:1, and Darius the Mede of Dan. 5:31. He is listed 
also by Herodotus as the 8th of a succession of Lydian kings, called Aryenis, the husband of Vashti 
who gave up the queenship to Esther because of her rebellion against him. The 4 kings to stand up 
in Persia, as in Dan. 11:1-2, were the last 3 on the above list and Xerxes, the son of Darius 
Hystaspis. Between these 4 and the coming of Alexander the Great, 6 more kings ruled.  See Four 
Persian Kings.  
 
Some confusion has arisen concerning the Persian kings due to appellatives being mistaken for 
proper names, and from their transliteration into other languages. Examples of appellatives are: 
Pharaoh of Egypt and Abimelech of Philistia, similar to the more modern Czar, Sultan, and Shah. 
Ahasuerus, meaning The Mighty, was the title of 4 Median and Persian kings. Artaxerxes, meaning 
Great King, was used by 4 Persian kings. Darius, meaning "The Restrainer" or "The Maintainer", was 
also used by several of these kings.” 18 

 
 

E. Four Persian Kings after the Medes 
  

1. Cyrus (The Great) reigned 2 years after Astyages or Darius the Mede had taken to Babylon in 538 
B.C. and reigned 9 years (note, Dan. 10:1).  
  

2. Cambyses II, the son of Cyrus, reigned 7 years over Persia, 527-520 B.C. (See pt. 6, The Seventy 
Weeks)  
  

3. Darius I reigned 35 years, 520-485 B.C. (see pt. 6, The Seventy Weeks). He was the first king of 
Persia to invade Greece, but was defeated at the battle of Marathon 490 B.C.  
  

4. Xerxes reigned 21 years, 485-464 B.C. (see pt. 6, The Seventy Weeks). He was the Persian king 
that stirred up all against the realm of Grecia, fulfilling Dan. 11:2. He also was defeated by the 
Greeks in 480-479 B.C.  
  

Darius had conquered Thrace as far west as the Strymon river and added it to the Persian Empire. 
This brought the Greeks and Persians face to face in a death struggle, and a crises in history. Persia 
had completely adopted oriental culture. She represented the fullest possible growth of the ancient 

                                                      
18 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Side Notes And End 

Notes To The Book Of Ezra 1:1." 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+44%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+45%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+6%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Est+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+5%3A31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+11%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158798#Four Persian Kings
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158798#Four Persian Kings
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+10%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158389#The Seventy Weeks
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158389#The Seventy Weeks
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158389#The Seventy Weeks
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00158389#The Seventy Weeks
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+11%3A2
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civilization of Egypt and Babylon. She was rooted deeply in the traditions of the past and was 
unable to produce a better civilization.  

  

The Greeks, on the other hand, were a fresh and youthful people. They were giving the world new 
ideas of literature, art, and individual rights in self-government. If the Persians had conquered, the 
progress of the world would have been set back many centuries. When the two powers started to 
fight it was a war which could only end in the destruction of one type of civilization or the other, 
the Western or Eastern. The struggle was not continuous, but broke out again and again over a 
period of 150 years.  
  

During this time the Greeks were developing in unity and culture. By 337 B.C. they were united in 
one nation under Philip of Macedon. In 336 B.C. Alexander the Great came to the throne. His 
northern Greek subjects rebelled. He soon crushed the rebels and was recognized as head of all 
Greek forces for a war against Persia which Philip had been making preparation for. In 13 years 
Alexander the Great had conquered the whole Persian Empire and the Greeks had become the 
masters of the known world.  
 

  

F. Kings of Persia After Xerxes:  
  

1. Artaxerxes I (surnamed "The longarmed") reigned 40 years, 464-424 B.C.  
  

2. Xerxes II reigned only 1 year, 423 B.C.  
  

3. Darius II reigned 19 years, 423-404 B.C.  
  

4. Artaxerxes II reigned 46 years, 404-358 B.C.  
  

5. Artaxerxes III reigned 20 years, 358-338 B.C.  
  

6. Darius III reigned 8 years 338-330 B.C.  
  

This is the king that was defeated by Alexander the Great whose empire succeeded the Medo-
Persian Empire as the 5th world empire oppressing Israel in the times of the Gentiles, and the 3rd 
world empire of Dan. 2:37-45; 7:3-8; 8:3-8,20-21. 19 

 
 

G. The 4 decrees that were made- 
 

1. Ezra 1:1-5-The decree of Cyrus the Great (Oct. 29 539 B.C.20)- In Ezra 1:2 we see that 
Zerubbabel, heir to the throne of king Solomon, returned to Jerusalem leading a company of 
Israelites in the first year of Cyrus King of Persia (Ezra 1:1-5). Cyrus released the captive Jews, 

                                                      
19 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 11". 
20 Hoehner, Harold W.. (1973-77). Chronological Aspects Of The Life Of Christ. (P. 121).  Zondervan Publishing House Academic 

and Professional Books Grand Rapids, Michagan 49530 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+2%3A37-45
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A3-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+8%3A3-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+8%3A20-21
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?search=Ezra%201:2&book=ezra&chapter=1&verse=2
http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%201:1-5&passage=ezra%201:1-5
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according to the word of Jeremiah the prophet (Ezra 1:1), in order that they may build both the 
temple and the city (Isaiah 45:13).   

 

Edward L. Bromfield states: “The proclamation or decree to build Jerusalem and the Temple 
found in the first chapter of the book of Ezra is really the only decree of its kind given by any 
of the four kings referred to in Daniel 10:1 & 11:2 or the entire book of Ezra.”21 

 
Ezra 1:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,  
2  Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  
3  Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in 
Jerusalem.  
4  And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him 
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the 
house of God that is in Jerusalem.  
5  Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, 
with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the LORD which is in 
Jerusalem.  

 
Major Isaiah prophecy spoken 150-200 years before fulfilled: 
 

Ezra 1:1- Cyrus The son or Grandson of Astyages the 6th Persian king- Ezra 1 fulfills Isaiah 

44:28-Isaiah 45:25, Jer. 25:11-14, 29:10-11,  

 
Isaiah 44:28 (KJV)  
28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 
 
Isaiah 45:1-4 (KJV)  
1  Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue 
nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; 
and the gates shall not be shut;  
2  I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of 
brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:  
3  And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.  
4  For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.  
 

                                                      
21 Bromfield, Edward L.. Web article.  HTTPS://JESUSPROPHECIES.WORDPRESS.COM/2011/03/08/THE-TEMPLE-WAS-REBUILT-

BY-WHOSE-DECREE/ 

http://net.bible.org/verse.php?book=Ezr&chapter=1&verse=1
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?search=Daniel%2010:1&book=daniel&chapter=10&verse=1
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Isaiah 45:25 (KJV)  
25  In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory. 

 

2. The decree in Ezra 6:1-12 that Darius I (not Darius the Mede) gave to Tatnai (519-18 BC), his 
governor beyond the river, to confirm Cyrus’ original decree.  
 
Ezra 6:1-12 (KJV)  
1  Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls, where the 
treasures were laid up in Babylon.  
2  And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and 
therein was a record thus written:  
3  In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of 
God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, and let the 
foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof 
threescore cubits;  
4  With three rows of great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the expenses be given out of 
the king's house:  
5  And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored, and brought again 
unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to his place, and place them in the house of God.  
6  Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shetharboznai, and your companions the 
Apharsachites, which are beyond the river, be ye far from thence:  
7  Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews 
build this house of God in his place.  
8  Moreover I make a decree what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for the building of this 
house of God: that of the king's goods, even of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be 
given unto these men, that they be not hindered.  
9  And that which they have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt 
offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment of the 
priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail:  
10  That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life of 
the king, and of his sons.  
11  Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from 
his house, and being set up, let him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for 
this.  
12  And the God that hath caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings and people, that shall 
put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have 
made a decree; let it be done with speed.  

 

3. The decree given to Ezra by Artaxerxes, king of Persia (457 BC), in Ezra 7:11-26 did not 
contain a command to build the city. It encouraged the return of more exiles with Ezra, the 
further enhancement of the temple and the appointment of civil leaders. Dake says this was 
actually Darius I here. 

 

Ezra 7:11-21 (KJV)  
11  Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
even a scribe of the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of his statutes to Israel.  
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12  Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 
peace, and at such a time.  
13  I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, 
which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee.  
14  Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to enquire concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God which is in thine hand;  
15  And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem,  
16  And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with the freewill 
offering of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God which is in 
Jerusalem:  
17  That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat offerings 
and their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of your God which is in 
Jerusalem.  
18  And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the rest of the silver 
and the gold, that do after the will of your God.  
19  The vessels also that are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, those deliver thou 
before the God of Jerusalem.  
20  And whatsoever more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which thou shalt have occasion 
to bestow, bestow it out of the king's treasure house.  
21  And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the treasurers which are beyond the 
river, that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, shall require of 
you, it be done speedily,  

 
This decree is supposed to mark the beginning of Christ’s ministry some teach. 

 
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: “Many scholars regard the Letter of Artaxerxes I 
permitting Ezra’s return in 458 (or 457) as the terminus a quo, the beginning point, of 
Daniel’s first 69 weeks (Dan 9:24–27). If each week represented a solar year, then 69 
times 7 years equals 483 years, added to 457 B.C. equals A.D. 26, i.e., the traditional date 
for the beginning of Christ’s ministry.” 22 

 

 

4. The final decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah-(444-445 BC) Neh. 2:1-8 
 

Daniel 9:25 (KJV)  
25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  
 

Notice “the command to restore and to build JERUSALEM” 
 

                                                      
22 Yamauchi, Edwin. (1998). “Ezra-Nehemiah.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 

Esther, Job. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. (Vol. 4. P.651). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc04?ref=Bible.Ezr7.11&off=3&ctx=xerxes+(7:11%E2%80%9326)%0a11+~Many+scholars+regard
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Key point: A point should be made here that in Isaiah 44-45 God said he would use Cyrus 
the Great to build the city of Jerusalem and the temple, however the first three decrees 
were only to rebuild the temple it seems. This is how God used Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem:  
Through his words long after he had died. Nehemiah got to Artaxerxes and he made the 
decree based off of Isaiah’s prophecy and Cyrus’s original decree. He got Artaxerxes to 
agree to rebuild Jerusalem fulfilling Isaiah’s 150-200 year old prophecy. 

 
Nehemiah 2:1-8 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine 
was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime 
sad in his presence.  
2  Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is 
nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid,  
3  And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when 
the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with 
fire?  
4  Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven.  
5  And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, 
that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.  
6  And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and 
when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.  
7  Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors 
beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah;  
8  And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and 
for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my 
God upon me.  

 
a. This is the decree Sir Robert Anderson in his classic, “The Coming Prince” used to date 

the Messiah’s arrival into Jerusalem the week before His crucifixion to the day. Of course 

this is based on medieval dating that may be flawed. (See Dr. Ernest Martin: “Chronology: 

The Key to Prophetic Understanding.”23) 

Sir Robert Anderson: “The edict in question was the decree issued by Artaxerxes 
Longitmanus in the twentieth year of his reign, authorizing Nehemiah to rebuild the 
fortifications of Jerusalem.” 24 
“There never was but one decree for the rebuilding of Jerusalem… That decree was 
issued by Artaxerxes, King of Persia, in the month Nisan in the 20th year of his reign, i.e. 
B.C. 445.”25 
 

                                                      
23 Martin, Dr. Earnest L.. (1990). Chronology: The Key to Prophetic Understanding 1990 © 1976-2017 Associates for Scriptural 
Knowledge - ASK is supported by freewill contributions. http://www.askelm.com/prophecy/p900902.htm 
24 Anderson, Sir Robert. (1894).  The Coming Prince: The Marvelous Prophecy of Daniel's Seventy Weeks Concerning the 
Antichrist. Ch. 10 (Kindle Locations 2092-2093). Trumpet Press. Kindle Edition. 
25 Anderson, Sir Robert. (1894). The Coming Prince: The Marvelous Prophecy of Daniel's Seventy Weeks Concerning the 
Antichrist. Preface to the tenth edition (Kindle Locations 130-133). Trumpet Press. Kindle Edition. 



Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                        Chp 29- Hard Passages Part 3- 70 weeks of Daniel 

 

22 
 

 
b. Also this is the date that Dr. Harold Hoehner chose to use, because it fits better the 

fulfillment of 69 weeks to the arrival of Jesus based off of probable dates.26 He makes a 

great point that in Neh. 2:3, 5 Nehemiah is asking for permission in writing to go back 

and build the city, gates and walls from ruins. While this may still be because of Cyrus’ 

original decree it was Artaxerxes who finished the job. See Dr. Hoehner’s book 

“Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ” for an excellent analysis of these decrees 

Pages 121-130. 

c. Edward Broomfield disagreed: “The commandment given to Nehemiah is not recorded 

in God’s word. Nevertheless, the Jewish builders in Ezra referred to Cyrus’ decree the 

king of Persia in Ezra chapter six who commanded a search to be made for the document 

at Babylon (Ezra 6:1-5; cp. 5:11-17). It was Cyrus’ command that made the Jews’ building 

the Temple and the city walls legal in the eyes of the reigning king of Persia (Ezra 5:8-17). 

In fact, the decree made by Darius in Ezra 6:8-12 served only to enforce the earlier 

decree given by Cyrus (cp. Ezra 6:3-5). The decrees of the kings of Persia could not be 

knowingly changed or altered (Daniel 6:8, 15; Esther 1:19). Therefore, the decree of 

Cyrus is the only real decree given to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple and must be the 

commandment mentioned in Daniel 9:25. This decree was given 51 years after the Jews 

went into captivity, and after 70 years of servitude to Babylon.[1]”27 

 
d. Prophecy was fulfilled- calculated by the Jewish 360 day year 173,880 days later fulfilled 

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was recognized as Messiah the King-  
 

Zechariah 9:9 (KJV)  
9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.  

 
Matthew 21:2-7 (KJV)  
2  Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass 
tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me.  
3  And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them.  
4  All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying,  
5  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.  
6  And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them,  
 

                                                      
26 Hoehner, Harold W.. (1973-77). Chronological Aspects Of The Life Of Christ.(P. 126). 1973-77 Zondervan Publishing House 

Academic and Professional Books Grand Rapids, Michagan 49530 
27 Bromfield, Edward L.. Web article.  HTTPS://JESUSPROPHECIES.WORDPRESS.COM/2011/03/08/THE-TEMPLE-WAS-REBUILT-

BY-WHOSE-DECREE/ 

http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%206:1-5&passage=ezra%206:1-5
http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%205:11-17&passage=ezra%205:11-17
http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%205:8-17&passage=ezra%205:8-17
http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%206:8-12&passage=ezra%206:8-12
http://net.bible.org/passage.php?search=Ezra%206:3-5&passage=ezra%206:3-5
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?book=Dan&chapter=6&verse=8
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?book=Dan&chapter=6&verse=15
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?search=Esther%201:19&book=esther&chapter=1&verse=19
http://net.bible.org/verse.php?book=Dan&chapter=9&verse=25
https://scribefire/content/editor/blank.html#_ftn1
https://jesusprophecies.wordpress.com/2011/03/08/the-temple-was-rebuilt-by-whose-decree/
https://jesusprophecies.wordpress.com/2011/03/08/the-temple-was-rebuilt-by-whose-decree/
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e. Final remarks- 

 
Personally- While the original law that God used which allowed the Jews to rebuild 
Jerusalem began with Cyrus’ decree, it is obvious that Artaxerxes’ command to 
Nehemiah, finished it and it is probably the date referred to by Daniel 9:25.  

 
 
 
 

 Ten keys to understanding the 70 weeks of Daniel: Taken from Mark Hitchcock’s, book 
The End (Points 7 & 8) See complete list at end. 

 
“7. The gap called grace. 
The first sixty-nine weeks have already run their course. But what about the final period of seven 
years or what is commonly called the “seventieth week”? When Israel rejected Jesus Christ as its 
Messiah, God suspended His plan for Israel. There is a gap, therefore, or parenthesis of unspecified 
duration between the sixty-ninth and seventieth set of seven.28 During this parenthesis two specific 
events are prophesied in Daniel 9: 26: The Messiah will be killed (this was fulfilled on April 3, AD 
33).  Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed (this was fulfilled on August 6, AD 70).  
 
God’s prophetic clock for Israel stopped at the end of the sixty-ninth set of seven. We are living in 
this gap between week sixty-nine and week seventy— it’s called the church age. The church age 
will end when Christ raptures His bride, the church. After all, since the church was not around for 
the first sixty-nine weeks from 444 BC to AD 33, it makes sense the church will not be here for the 
final week of years either. The seventy weeks have to do with Israel, not the church. This rationale 
supports the pre-Tribulation Rapture view that we will discuss later in this book.  
 
8. The Antichrist’s treaty and the final seven years  
God’s prophetic clock for Israel will begin again after the church has been raptured, when the 
Antichrist comes onto the scene and ratifies a seven-year treaty with Israel (Daniel 9: 27). This is 
the seventieth set of seven years, which awaits fulfillment. Because the first sixty-nine weeks of 
years were literally fulfilled down to the very day, it stands to reason that this future time of seven 
years will be just as literally fulfilled in the future.29 
 
 

 The Gap- Vs. 26- The last week of Vs. 27 (seven years) were not fulfilled, obviously 
leaving a gap between the Cutting off of the Messiah and the future Antichrist- This is 
the church age. 

                                                      
28 For a thorough discussion of the seventy weeks prophecy of Daniel, see Thomas Ice, “The Seventy Weeks of Daniel,” in The 

End Times Controversy: The Second Coming Under Attack (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 2003), 307– 53. 
29 Hitchcock, Mark.(2012). The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days (p. 65- 69). Tyndale House 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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(Chart from Ron Matsen- “The Forge” Video)30 
 

 
 
Ironside: “And so the Messiah for whom the nation had waited so long was crucified. Following that, if 
we are to take the seventieth week as an immediate continuation of the period which ended at the 
cross, in seven years from the time of the Saviour’s crucifixion all the promises made to Israel should 
have been fulfilled!”31 

 
 
 The only way the last 7 years fit history, is that it is a future event, in spite of so 
many trying to do so abstractly (preterist say it happened in 70 A.D.) 
 
Daniel 9:26-27 (KJV)  
26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  
27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

 
Actually when read properly all that Jesus did after his entry into Jerusalem being hailed the 
Messiah is in this “gap” of time. These predicted prophesies were fulfilled in this gap period 
according to verse 26: 

                                                      
30 Snapshot taken from The Forge video with Ron Matson/ https://rev12daily.blogspot.com/2017/07/koinonia-house-addresses-
revelation-12.html 
31 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 2). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:06b99aab72ba4c4896fcf6f05d01ca96?art=a_preface_a&off=30834&ctx=%2c+will+be+gathered.+~There+will+be+porten
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a. Jesus Christ died on the cross in AD 31 or 32 

 
b. The Roman General Titus destroyed the temple in AD 70 

 
c. AD 71 the Roman officer Turnus Rufus fulfilled Micah’s prophecy of plowing over the city of 

Jerusalem. 
 

d. AD 130 the last Jewish revolt (Bar-Kokhba Rebellion) occurred that started the great war. 
The rebellion was crushed within two years. 

 
e. AD 132 The Romans officially desecrated the country of Israel 

 
f. Israel has ceased to exist for 1816 years until AD 1948. 

 
g. AD 1917- The Balfour Declaration was a public statement issued by the British government 

during World War I announcing support for the establishment of a "national home for the 
Jewish people" in Palestine, then an Ottoman region with a minority Jewish population 
(around 3–5% of the total). 

 
h. 1920-1948-Palistine was governed by England and mandated a land split. During the British 

Mandate period the area experienced the ascent of two major nationalist movements, one 
among the Jews and the other among the Arabs. The competing national interests of the 
Arab and Jewish populations of Palestine against each other and against the governing 
British authorities matured into the Arab Revolt of 1936–1939 and the Jewish insurgency in 
Palestine before culminating in the Civil War of 1947–1948. 

 
i. The Arab Revolt of 1936–1939 was a nationalist uprising by Palestinian Arabs in Mandatory 

Palestine against the British administration of the Palestine Mandate, demanding Arab 
independence and the end of the policy of open-ended Jewish immigration and land 
purchases with the stated goal of establishing a "Jewish National Home." 

 
j. The 1948 Arab–Israeli War, or the First Arab–Israeli War, was fought between the State of 

Israel and a military coalition of Arab states over the control of Palestine, forming the 
second stage of the 1948 Palestine war. In Jerusalem In 1948, during the Arab-Israeli War, 
the population of the Jewish Quarter counted about 2,000 Jews, who were besieged, 
defeated, and forced to leave en masse. 

 
k. 1948 Israel became a nation again-although not fulfilling Duet. 30:1-3 which means they will 

be dispersed once more during the Tribulation period. 
 

Deuteronomy 30:1-4 (KJV)  
1  And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestine_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographic_history_of_Palestine_(region)#Late_Ottoman_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1936%E2%80%9339_Arab_revolt_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_insurgency_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_insurgency_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1947%E2%80%9348_Civil_War_in_Mandatory_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1936%E2%80%9339_Arab_revolt_in_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandatory_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandatory_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Palestine_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab-Israeli_War
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nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,  
2  And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul;  
3  That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath 
scattered thee.  
4  If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the 
LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:  

 
l. AD 1967 Israel was attacked by three nations; Egypt (known as the United Arab Republic), 

Jordan, and Syria. In six days this war was over and Israel winning and gaining back the Gaza 
Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, the West Bank from Jordan and the Golan Heights 
from Syria. The Jewish quarter in Jerusalem was also taken back and resettled. 

 
m. AD 1973 the Yom Kippur War; another Israeli success occurred in the Yom Kippur War and 

the Arab militaries were again crushed. They attacked on Israel’s most holy day. The 
displacement of civilian populations resulting from the war would have long-term 
consequences, as 300,000 Palestinians fled the West Bank and about 100,000 Syrians left 
the Golan Heights to become refugees. Across the Arab world, Jewish minority communities 
were expelled, with refugees going to Israel or Europe. In the most recent wars Christian 
peoples have been expelled also from Arab countries. 

 
n. While Jerusalem belongs to Israel she is still divided into 4 parts. In 1538, the city walls were 

rebuilt for a last time around Jerusalem under Suleiman the Magnificent. Today those walls 
define the Old City, which has been traditionally divided into four quarters—known since 
the early 19th century as the Armenian, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim Quarters. Muslims 
and Israelis claim Jerusalem as their capital. 

  
o. AD 2018 American President Donald Trump declares support for Jerusalem as the Israeli 

capital and decides to move the American embassy there. 
 

 
 The times of the Gentiles- Luke 21:24 

 
Luke 21:24 (KJV)  
24  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

 
“In Luke 21:24, Jesus speaks of future events, including the destruction of Jerusalem and His 
return. He says that “Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled” (ESV). A similar phrase is found in Romans 11:25, which says, “A partial 
hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” (ESV). Does the 
Bible tell us what the phrase “times of the Gentiles” means? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yom_Kippur_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walls_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walls_of_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suleiman_the_Magnificent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_City_(Jerusalem)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Quarter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Quarter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Quarter_(Jerusalem)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_Quarter
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2021.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.25
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The Old Testament does not contain this exact phrase, but there are references that seem to 
match up. Ezekiel 30:3 points to “a time of doom for the nations” in connection with the Day of 
the Lord. Daniel’s series of visions deals with Gentile world powers and their role in God’s plan for 
the earth. Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay (Daniel 2:31–45) 
represents successive Gentile kingdoms that will dominate until Christ returns and establishes His 
reign. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts (Daniel 7:1–27) likewise speaks of four kings, or nations, 
which will dominate for a time until Christ comes to rule forever. The vision of the ram and the 
goat (Daniel 8:1–26) gives more detail about these Gentile rulers and the time involved in their 
dominion. In each of these passages, the Gentiles have dominion over the world, including the 
Jewish people, for a time, but God will ultimately subdue them all and establish His own kingdom 
once and for all. Each prophecy culminates with a reference to Christ's kingdom, so the “times” of 
these Gentile rulers would be all the years between the Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar 
and the glorious return of Christ to establish His kingdom. We are now living in “the times of the 
Gentiles,” that is, in the era of Gentile domination. 
 
When we examine the book of Revelation, we find similar references to the time of Gentile 
dominion ending with the return of Christ. In Revelation 11:2, John indicates that Jerusalem will 
be under Gentile rule, even though the temple has been restored. The armies of the Beast are 
destroyed by the Lord in Revelation 19:17–19, just before the Millennial reign of Christ is 
initiated. 
 
Looking again at Luke 21:24, we see that Jesus mentions a time in which Jerusalem is under the 
dominion of Gentile authority. Nebuchadnezzar's conquest of Jerusalem in 588 BC began that 
period, and it has continued through the present time. Romans 11:25 gives us a hint as to God’s 
purpose in the times of the Gentiles: the spread of the gospel throughout the whole world.” 32 

 
 

 The reference to “after” the 69th and “before” the 70th week in verse 26 
 
Daniel 9:26 (KJV)  
26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
 

Dr. Chuck Missler-“ So, verse 25 describes the 69 weeks of years. Then we come to the key verse, 
Daniel 9:26. Here Gabriel talks about what will occur after the 69 weeks, but before the 70th week. 
Though the 69 weeks are contiguous – back to back – there’s an interval between them and the 
70th week. The reference to “after” and “before” means the 69th and 70th weeks are not 

                                                      
32 Adapted from article: https://www.gotquestions.org/times-of-the-Gentiles.html. Quoted but some minor words have been 

changed for understanding. 
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contiguous. If we don’t recognize that the 70th week is not contiguous, Daniel 9:24-27 will get all 
muddled up for us and we won’t know what to think.”33 
 
 

 Micah mentions a gap 
 

Micah 5:2-5 (KJV)  
2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.  
3  Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the 
remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.  
4  And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 
5  And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in 
our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men. 

 
Micah 5:7-8 (KJV)  
7  And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers 
upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.  
8  And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the 
beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth 
down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 

 
Micah 5:10 (KJV)  
10  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of 
thee, and I will destroy thy chariots: 

 
Micah 5:15 (KJV)  
15  And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard. 
 
 

 Presbyterian theologian James M. Boice’s commentary on Daniel: 
 
“But what of the last week? What of the final seven years of the 490-year series? This is a puzzle for 
almost everyone due to the fact that if we simply add seven years to what we have already 
calculated, we come to the year A.D. 38 (or 46), and nothing of any particular importance happened 
in that year. At this point Calvin, who has his own system of calculating the earlier years in order to 
come up to the days of Jesus Christ, departs from strict chronology and regards the final seen years 
as symbolic of the work of Jesus generally. He regards putting an end to sacrifice in the middle of 
the “seven” as a way of talking about the resurrection.34 

                                                      
33 Missler, Dr Chuck. (2015). The Rapture: Christianity's Most Preposterous Belief (pp. 66-67-Kindle Locations 549-552). Coeur d’ 
Alene, ID. Koinonia House. Kindle Edition. 
. 
34 (footnote5) Calvin, John., & Myers, T. (2010). Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Daniel (Vol. 2, p. 226). Bellingham, WA: 
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Well, it may be so. But I tend to think those people are right who see a break in the fulfillment of 
prophecy at this point. According to them, the fulfillment of this uniquely Jewish prophecy is 
suspended while the gospel is preached to the Gentiles and the full number of the church is 
brought in, a church encompassing people from all walks of life, all races, and all nations. Then 
after the members of the church are fully gathered, the prophecy will begin to unfold once more 
with a final week of acute suffering and persecution for the Jewish nation. In this view the last 
week of Daniel would coincide with a seven-year period of great tribulation mentioned elsewhere. I 
think there is support for this in Jesus’ reference to “the abomination that causes desolation” 
mentioned in this passage (Dan. 9:27) as well as in Daniel 11:31 and 12:11 as something not to 
happen immediately, but to be experienced at the very end of the age (Matt. 24:15).”35  

 

H.A. Ironside: “The seventieth week has been postponed by God Himself who changes the times 
and the seasons because of the transgression of the people. As I have put it elsewhere, though 
some have objected to the expression, the moment Messiah died on the cross, the prophetic 
clock stopped.”36 

 
 Preterist call it a past event- but Daniel’s words were not fulfilled in 70 A.D. and 30 

years had passed not 7 years 
 
1. Church Fathers 

 
St. Aurelius Augustine (379AD) states, "For Luke very clearly bears witness that the prophecy of 
Daniel was fulfilled when Jerusalem was overthrown." (vol. 6, p. 170) 
 

John Chrysostom understood this to refer to the armies that surrounded Jerusalem and the 
factions fighting within it which preceded the destruction of the city.37 

 

2. Reformers 
 

John Calvin rejects the rabbinical view and wrote "Inconsequence of the obscurity of this 
passage it has been twisted in a variety of ways. At the end of the ninth chapter I have shewn 
the impossibility of its referring to the profanation of the Temple which occurred under the 
tyranny of Antiochuson this occasion the angel bears witness to such a complete destruction of 
the Temple, as to leave no room for the hope of its repair and restoration. Then the 
circumstances of the time convinces us of this. For he then said, Christ shall confirm the 
covenant with many for one week, and shall cause the sacrifices and oblation to cease. 
Afterwards, the abomination that stupifieth shall be added, and desolation or stupor, and then 
death will distill, says he, upon the astonished or stupefied one. The angel, therefore, there 

                                                      
35 Boice, J. M. (2003). Daniel: an expositional commentary (p. 101). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 
36 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 2). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 
37(1888). “Homilies of St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople on the Gospel according to St. Matthew.” Saint 
Chrysostom: Homilies on the Gospel of Saint Matthew. Ed. Philip Schaff. Trans. George Prevost and M. B. Riddle. (Vol. 10. P.457). 
New York: Christian Literature Company.  A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, First 
Series. 
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treats of the perpetual devastation of the Temple. So in this passage, without doubt; he treats 
of the period after the destruction of the Temple; there could be no hope of restoration, as the 
law with all its ceremonies would then arrive at its termination" (Commentary on Daniel, vol. 2) 

 
John Wesley (1754) also rejects the rabbinical view and wrote, Matthew 24:15- "When ye shall 
see the abomination of desolation - Daniel's term is, 'The abomination that maketh desolate' 
(xi. 31); that is, the standards of the desolating legions, on which they bear the abominable 
images of their idols. Standing in the holy place - Not only the temple, and the mountain on 
which it stood, but the whole city of Jerusalem, and several furlongs of land round about it, 
were accounted holy; particularly the mountain on which our Lord now sat, and on which the 
Romans afterward planted their ensigns."38 

 
 

  Some say it could be both 70 A.D. and a future event- Adam Clarke 
 

While the Methodist scholar Adam Clarke did believe Daniel predicted a future Antichrist who 
would come he believed verse 27 was also fulfilled in 70 A.D. Adam Clarke Commentary: 
 

Daniel 9:27- “Verse 27. And for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate] 

This clause is remarkably obscure. שקוצים משמם כנף  kenaph shikkutsim meshomem, “And 

upon the wing of abominations causing amazement.” This is a literal translation of the place; 
but still there is no determinate sense. A Hebrew MS, written in the thirteenth century, has 
preserved a very remarkable reading here, which frees the place from all embarrassment. 

Instead of the above reading, this valuable MS. has יהיה שיקוץ ובהיכל  ubeheychal yihyey 

shikkuts; that is, “And in the temple (of the Lord) there shall be abomination.” This makes the 
passage plain, and is strictly conformable to the facts themselves, for the temple was profaned; 
and it agrees with the prediction of our Lord, who said that the abomination that maketh 
desolate should stand in the holy place,39 

 
Clarke must have thought the Antichrist would be a future Pope to come in the late 1800’s and 
that the building of the Mosque of Omar was the last abomination of desolation: 
 

“Daniel 11:36- “Till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.] 
This is the same as what was called in chap. 8:19, the last end of the indignation; and chap. 9:27, 
the consummation; and means the end or consummation of God’s indignation against the Jews. 
And this seems more clearly expressed, chap. 12:7: “When he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people.” We see this still subsisting in the Church of Rome; and it was a 
saying of Rabbi David Kimchi, “When Rome shall be laid waste, then shall be redemption for 

                                                      

38 John Wesley's Notes on the Bible Published in 1755-1766; Matthew 24:15 note public domain. 
39 Clarke, A. (2014). The Holy Bible with a Commentary and Critical Notes (New Edition, Vol. 4, p. 605). Bellingham, WA: Faithlife 

Corporation. 
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Israel.” For the destruction of Rome and the restoration of the Jews shall fall out about the same 
time.—Bp. Newton.”40 
 

“…Adrian’s temple, built in the place of God’s temple at Jerusalem, the church of St. Sophia turned 
into a Mohammedan mosque, &c., &c., may be termed abominations that make desolate. Perhaps 
Mohammedanism may be the abomination; which sprang up A. D. 612. If we reckon one thousand 
two hundred and ninety years, ver. 11, from that time, it will bring us down to A. D. 1902, when we 
might presume from this calculation, that the religion of the FALSE PROPHET will cease to prevail in 
the world; which from the present year, 1825, is distant only seventy-seven years.41 

 
The Dome of the Rock was built in 687 AD by Caliph Abd al-Malik. The first wooden Al-Aqsa Mosque 
was constructed by the Umayyads which completed in 710. 1290 years from that puts it in the late 
1970’s. The dome of the rock is not the desecration either. 

 
See also Ironside’s book on the gap called “The great Parenthesis,” and Sir Robertson’s “The Coming 
Prince” for a good explanation of the years. 

 
 
 

 Are there other mentions of this gap in Scripture?- 
 
A. Daniel 7- The forth beast 

 
Daniel 7:23-28 (KJV)  
23  Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.  
24  And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; 
and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.  
25  And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, 
and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 
dividing of time.  
26  But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto 
the end.  
27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him.  
28  Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my 
countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart. 
 

                                                      
40 Clarke, A. (2014). The Holy Bible with a Commentary and Critical Notes (New Edition, Vol. 4, p. 617). Bellingham, WA: Faithlife 

Corporation. 
41 Clarke, A. (2014). The Holy Bible with a Commentary and Critical Notes (New Edition, Vol. 4, p. 620). Bellingham, WA: Faithlife 

Corporation. 
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The vision speaks of the forth kingdom which most believe has come and gone but at the end of 
this revived kingdom are the people of the saints (Israel) taking away this “another” persons 
authority and Jesus judging and ruling the earth. There is an obvious gap in time here, unless that 
kingdom has not happened yet. Most believe that the forth kingdom is the Roman Empire and will 
be revived in the last days. 
 
Ironside comments on these verses: 
 

“Notice that the Great Parenthesis occurs between verse 23, which pictures to us the Roman 
Empire as it was in the past, and verse 24, in which we have its final condition. The ten horns we 
are told are ten kings that shall arise. I will not go into detail here as to the conflict among the 
kings, resulting in the subjugation of three and the coming to the front of one who will have 
international authority and think to change times and laws, but I would simply emphasize the 
fact that this is in full accord with what we find elsewhere in Scripture, as to the manifestation of 
the last great Gentile ruler who will defy God Himself and seek to destroy everything that is of 
God in the earth, but when the judgment falls, his dominion will be taken away and then the 
long promised kingdom of righteousness will be set up under the whole heaven and shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High. This is a remarkable expression. It does not 
say it shall be given to the saints of the most High. The saints of the most High would be those in 
the heavens, but the people of the saints of the most High will be Israel here on earth. They shall 
enter into and enjoy the kingdom, for all dominions shall serve and obey Christ. Notice that the 
prophecy does not give us any inkling of what will take place between the rise of the fourth 
beast and the appearance of the ten horns. All that is included in the present age, and was 
unseen by prophetic eyes in Old Testament times.” 42 

 
 

B. Isaiah 61/Luke 4:14-21 
 
Luke 4:14-21 (KJV)  
14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all 
the region round about.  
15  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.  
16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  
17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written,  
18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  
19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  
20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.  
21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.  
 

                                                      
42 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 3). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House 
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Isaiah 61:1-2 (KJV)  
1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound;  
2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn;  

 

Ironside: “A very striking instance is that of Isaiah 61; of which a portion was read and 
commented on by our Saviour at His first return visit to Nazareth, where he had been reared, 
after His baptism by John and the temptation in the wilderness. We are told by Luke that when 
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and stood up to read, there was delivered unto 
Him the book of the Prophet Esaias, and when He had opened the book, He found the place 
where it is written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (Luke 4:16-19). 

 
In the opening words of the next verse we read: “And he closed the book, and he gave it again to 
the minister, and sat down.” There is something here that is very significant. By turning back to 
Isaiah 61, we find that He finished reading at a comma, for there in verse 2 we read: 
“To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified” (Isaiah 61:2-3). 
 
The remainder of the chapter speaks of the wonderful blessing which will come to the land of 
Palestine and the people of Israel in the last days. 
Now when our Lord ceased reading in the middle of verse 2, He evidently had a very definite 
reason for it, and that reason is closely linked with what we have already been considering in our 
study of the great prophecy of the seventy weeks. One might suppose, if he had never considered 
the matter before, that the entire prophecy of Isaiah 61 would be continuous. There is nothing in 
this Old Testament passage to indicate otherwise; but by closing the book when He did, our Lord 
distinguished very definitely between His ministry connected with His First Coming and that 
which is to take place when He comes the second time. He ceased read- ing as He uttered the 
words, “To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” This introduced the Gospel Era. He did not 
read further because the day of vengeance of our God was not due to begin at that time, and, in 
fact, it has not yet begun. 
In other words, our Lord put the entire dispensation of the grace of God in which we live into a 
comma. That comma represents a period of nearly two thousand years, at least. How much 
more, we cannot say.”43 

 
 

                                                      
43 Ironside, H. A. (1943) The Great Parenthesis. (Under Chapter 3). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan Publishing House.  
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C. 1 Peter 1:10-12-  
 

1 Peter 1:10-12 (KJV)  
10  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you:  
11  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  
12  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which 
are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.  

 
“In other words, these Old Testament prophets wrote as they were borne along by the Spirit of 
God, and then, after putting pen to papyrus, they sat down and studied their own writings, 
pondering them thoughtfully, wondering just what all these marvelous promises could mean, and 
when they would be fulfilled. They wrote, as Peter again tells us, of the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories that should follow, but of the interval between the two they knew nothing.”44 

 
 

D. The possible gap in Revelation 12:5-6  
 

Revelation 12:4-6 (KJV)  
4  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.  
5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne.  
6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
 

1. This is either about Jesus (Isaiah 9:6, Psalm 2:7-9) and there is a gap here, which I do not believe, 
or:  

 
2. That this is a mid-Trib. Rapture of a group who will rule the Nations with Christ- 

  
a. The church or mid-Trib. saints: Eph. 1:20-23 

b. A child of Israel- Some say are the 144,000 male virgin Jews called out and possibly a 

much larger group with them, or: 

3. That this is the pre-Tib Raptured Church saints- See last Chapter for discourse on Revelation 
12. 
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