
 

STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 4 
 

What is the purpose of the Rapture? 

Continued/ Raptures listed 
 

 

 REVIEW: Luke 22:30 says that the twelve disciples will “Judge” Israel during the Millennium.  
 
Luke 22:30 (KJV)  
30  That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

 
Zechariah 8:3-6 (KJV)  
3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy 
mountain.  
4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of 
Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.  
5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.  
6  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in 
these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. 

 

 The saints will judge the world during the Millennium.  
 

Revelation 20:3-6 (KJV)  
3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season.  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 
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1 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV)  
2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, 
are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?   

 

 

 Why do we take so much time to teach the Rapture? 
 
1 Peter 3:15 (KJV)  
15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  
 

We should live a life that causes people to ask “why?” 
 

 

 Mark Hitchcock- 101 Answers to the most asked questions- P13- 
 
“28.5% percent of the OT is prophecy 
21.5 % of the NT is prophecy 
27% of the whole Bible is prophecy” 

 

 

 What is the Rapture? 
  

 Rapture Defined: Called the Blessed Hope- 
 
Titus 2:13 (KJV)  
13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 

 

 

 What is the purpose of the Rapture? (See previous lesson) 
 

1. To receive the saints to himself-  Ephes. 5:27, 2 Thess. 2:1 
2. 1 Thess. 4:14-17- To resurrect the dead bodies of all those who died in Christ Phil. 3:11, 

20-21, Rev. 20:4-6 
3. John 14:1-3- To take that group back to heaven for the Bema Seat Judgment and Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb- Col 3:4, 2 Cor. 5:10, Rev 19:7-9 
4. To transform the living believers into glorified bodies- Romans 8:22-23, 1 Cor. 15:21-23, 

51-58, Philip. 3:21 
5. To present the saints before the Father to be forever with Him- 1 Thess. 3:13, 1 Thess. 

4:17, Ephes. 5:27  
6. To keep the saints from God’s wrath upon the earth- Isaiah 13:9-13, 1 Thess. 1:9-10- To 

save those who wait for the son to return, 1 Thess. 5:9- No set time for the church to go 
through the wrath 
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7. Luke 21:34-36- To escape all the things that lead up to His Second Coming and to stand 
before him? 
Lesson Continues: 

8. To receive the fruit of the early (time of first seed sown) and latter rain (last harvest)- 
James 5:7, 1 Thess. 4:14-18, 1 Cor. 15:20-24, Hosea 6:3 
 
James 5:7 (KJV)  
7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (HCSB)  
14  Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, in the same way God will bring with Him 
those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  
15  For we say this to you by a revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord’s 
coming will certainly have no advantage over those who have fallen asleep.  
16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and 
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  
17  Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord.  
18  Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-24 (HCSB)  
20  But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
21  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also comes through a man.  
22  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  
23  But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, those who belong 
to Christ.  
24  Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when He abolishes 
all rule and all authority and power. 

  

a) [order] Greek: tagma (GSN-<G5001>), rank or company. It is used only here, but it is 
used in the Septuagint of a company of soldiers (Num. 2:2; 2Sam. 23:13).-Dake 
  
b) [firstfruits] Greek: aparche (GSN-<G536>), firstfruits; the beginning of a thing (note, 
Rom. 8:23). Here it simply means that Christ is the first to be resurrected from the dead 
to enter into immortality of body (1Cor. 15:51-54). -Dake 
 

Hosea 6:3 (KJV)  
3  Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 

 

9. To remove the “hinderer” of lawlessness before the revelation of the Antichrist- 2 Thess. 
2:6-7 

 

 Ten possible Raptures in the “First Resurrection” 1 Cor. 15:20-23 (See above) 
every man in his own order (13 total). 

 
Revelation 20:1-6 (KJV)  
1  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand.  
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2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years,  
3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season.  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.  

 
The first resurrection starts with Jesus raising and the birth of the Church and finishes with 
the resurrection of the Tribulation saints after the battle of Armageddon. Keep in mind the 
Rapture is different from resurrection. Enoch, Elijah and possibly Isaiah were the first 
raptures, and if you include Paul, Philip, and John on the isle of Patmos then there are 6-7 
more. 9-10 in the first resurrection but 12-13 total Old and New Testament. (p.231)  

 

 

1. Christ resurrection with those who arose with Him and then he ascended- 
 

 Acts 1:9-11 (KJV)  
9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 

received him out of their sight.  
10  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by 

them in white apparel;  
11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 

which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 

into heaven. 

2. Philip- Acts 8:39- The Spirit Harpazo’ed Philip away 
3. Paul- 2 Cor. 12:2- I knew a man Harpazo’ed into the third heaven 
4. John- Revelation 4:1- The voice like a trumpet said “come up here.” 

 
5. Pre-Trib. Rapture- "Afterward they that are Christ's at His coming" 1Cor. 15:51-54; Jn. 

14:1-3; Lk. 21:34-36; 2Cor. 5:1-8; Eph. 5:27; Php. 3:11,20-21; 1Th. 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-17; 
5:9,23; 2Th. 2:1,7, note; Col. 3:4; Jas. 5:7-8; 1Jn. 2:28; 3:2; 1Pet. 5:4). Everyone in Christ, 
dead or alive, will be translated at this time. Not one person will be left on earth who is in 
Christ (1Th. 4:16-17).  
  

6. Mid-Trib. Rapture?- Rev. 7 hopeful thinking. The 144,000 saved in the first 3 1/2 years of 
Daniel's 70th week -Rev. 7:1-8. They could be caught up with/as the “man-child”  3 1/2 
years before the Second Coming-Rev. 12:4-5; 14:1-5; Isa. 66:7-8. Providing all of Rev. 12 is 
completely about the middle point (other theories exist- see my last chapter).They are 
seen in heaven during the Trib. along with possibly others Trib. saints (middle to end). 

   
Revelation 7:1-5 (KJV)  
1  And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
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four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree.  
2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,  
3  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of 
our God in their foreheads.  
4  And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and 
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.  

 
Revelation 12:1-7 (KJV)  
1  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  
2  And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.  
3  And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  
4  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the 
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon 
as it was born.  
5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child 
was caught up ( LB- Harpazo’ed) unto God, and to his throne.  
6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.  
7  And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels,  
 
Revelation 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.  
2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:  
3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the 
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth.  
4  These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the 
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.  
5  And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.  

 
7. Pre-wrath? -A possible Great multitude taken to heaven from the middle (with the 

144,000) or closer to the end of the Tribulation before the worst is poured out.  Rev 7:9-17. 
Depending on timing, this could be the same as Rev. 14:14-16 below- There is a harvest 
before the end when the harvest is ripe. It is possible that the 144,000 and the great 
multitude will all be taken at once near the end. 

 
Revelation 7:9-17 (KJV)  (These verses might better be seen as a mid-Trib.) 
9  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands;  
10  And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.  
11  And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 
and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,  
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12  Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.  
13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they?  
14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and 
he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.  
16  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat.  
17  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.  

 
Revelation 14:14-16 (KJV) (This verse would better be used for end of trib.) 
14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, 
having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.  
15  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the 
cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the 
earth is ripe.  
16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 

 

8. The Rapture of the two witnesses-Rev. 11:7-11.  
 

Revelation 11:3-13 (KJV)  
3  And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth…  
4  These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.  
5  And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.  
6  These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have 
power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as 
they will.  
7  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  
8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.  
9  And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three 
days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.  
10  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send 
gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.  
11  And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood 
upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  
12  And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.  
13  And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory 
to the God of heaven. 

 
9. Possible end-Trib Rapture of living only born again saints who have been saved up to this 

point (Not the O.T. saints)- Rev. 14: 14-16 shows a harvest before Jesus is seen. 
 

Revelation 14:14-16 (KJV)  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A7-11
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14  And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, 
having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.  
15  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the 
cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the 
earth is ripe.  
16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 

 
Dake: 
“The great multitude of Tribulation saints who are saved after the Rapture, and during 
the whole of Daniel's 70th week (Rev. 6:1 -- Rev. 19:21). The first martyrs of this period 
are told to rest until the rest of them are killed (Rev. 6:9-11) when vengeance will be 
taken and all raptured in time for the Marriage Supper (Rev. 7:9-17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6). 
Even those killed by the beast in the last 3 1/2 years of this week have part in the first 
resurrection (Rev. 20:4-6). This proves their rapture in time for the Marriage Supper 
(Rev. 19:1-10) and in time to come back with Christ (Rev. 19:11-21; Jude 1:14; Zech. 
14:5), ending the first resurrection which began with the resurrection of Christ.”-Finis 
Dake 

 
“They cannot be resurrected and translated until they are all killed, implying their 
rapture to heaven toward the end of the 70th week of Daniel in time to be at the 
marriage of the Lamb (Rev. 19:1-10). That they complete the first resurrection is clear 
in Rev. 20:4-6.”- Dake’s note on Rev. 7:9 
 
Dake is saying these will go up at the end and be translated, not the middle. But these 
verses below are after Armageddon not before. They are the rest of the Trib. saints to 
be resurrected during the 75 day interval. They are the dead who are resurrected to 
eternal bodies after Israel rises, but no need for a Rapture event for them. 
 

Revelation 20:4-6 (KJV)  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years. 

 

10. The dead Old Testament saints are resurrected and raptured up after Jesus is seen and 
before Armageddon- Daniel 12:1-3, 13. The living of Israel also gathered. (Matthew 24:30-
31). 

 
Daniel 12:1-3 (KJV)  
1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book.  
2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
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3  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  

 
Daniel 12:13 (KJV)  
13  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the 
days. 
 

Matthew 24:30-31 (HCSB)  
30  “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the peoples of the earth 

will mourn; and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory.  
31  He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet, and they will gather His elect from the four 

winds, from one end of the sky to the other.  

Keep in mind these are possible suggestions


