
 

STUDY GUIDE 

JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Things to Come by Larry Booth 

STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 6 
 

What happens at the Rapture? Part 4 

The living are translated  
  

 
Review: Will Israel be saved- 

 
Romans 11:25-27 (KJV)  
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in.  
26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  
27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
 
Hebrews 11:13 (KJV)  
13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth. 
 
 

 What is the Rapture? Christ coming FOR His saints not WITH his saints 
“The great purpose of prophecy is to encourage one another.” David Jeremiah 

  
 What happens at the Rapture?-1 Thess. 4:13-18 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (KJV)  
13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope.  
14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.  
15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
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Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  

 
 Christ personal Returns- Notice the 4 “R’s” 

 
1. Jesus Returns 
2. Dead are Resurrected 
3. Living are Raptured 
4. We all have a Reunion 

 
 The “last” trump- 1 Cor. 15:52  

 
 

 Three Roman trumpet “blasts” 
   

 
 V. 16- The dead are raised (Resurrected) first- 1 Thess. 4:13-15, 1 Cor. 15:52, 2 
Cor. 5:1-10 

 
 

 The living (both the resurrected and those Raptured alive) are translated, then 
“Caught up” Raptured-“to snatch away speedily” V. 17 

 
The living are translation-There bodies are changed like Christ body was.  

 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (KJV)  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 

1. Translation is a New Testament revelation and concept. 

1 Corinthians 15:51 (KJV)  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  

 

“It should be clear to all careful students of the Word of God that it is not a mystery 
that saints who die will be raised again. The doctrine of resurrection is taught in both 
the Old and New Testaments and is not a hidden truth…Never in the Old Testament are 
believers promised translation.” John Walvrood- The Rapture Question P.34 

 
2. We wait patiently for the redeeming of our bodies- 

Romans 8:22-25 (KJV)  
22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  
23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.  
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24  For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why 
doth he yet hope for?  
25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.  
 

3. Our bodies will be fashioned like His body is- 

Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
 

4. Our new bodies are sown and raised: 

1 Corinthians 15:39-45 (HCSB)  
39  Not all flesh is the same flesh; there is one flesh for humans, another for animals, another 
for birds, and another for fish.  
40  There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is 
different from that of the earthly ones.  
41  There is a splendor of the sun, another of the moon, and another of the stars; for ⌊one⌋ star 
differs from ⌊another⌋ star in splendor.  
42  So it is with the resurrection of the dead: Sown in corruption, raised in incorruption;  
43  sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised in power;  
44  sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body.  
45  So it is written: The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam became a life-
giving Spirit.  
 

a. Incorruptible 

b. Powerful 

c. Glory filled 

d. Spiritual 

 

 All our bodies are “changed” 1 Cor. 15:51-53 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 (HCSB)  
51  Listen! I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed,  
52  in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed.  
53  For this corruptible must be clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal must be clothed 
with immortality.  
54  When this corruptible is clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal is clothed 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.  
55  Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your sting?  

 
Future resurrection for us is not just being raised from the dead to physical life like Lazarus 
where his body was restored to physical life, but a changing of the body to a celestial body. 
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1. The old body is transformed- not one’s spirit- Because of the fall of Adam our bodies are 
effected by death 

2. Vs. 39-40 All flesh is not the same and all “bodies” are not either 
3. V 52- A moment, a twinkling of an eye not a “blinking of an eye” 1/6th of a Nano second- 

The speed of light it takes from the Iris to the back of the retina. 
4. Vs. 54-56- Reversing the dying of our bodies is the last victory- Hosea 13:14, Isaiah 25:8 

 
Hosea 13:14 (KJV)  
14  I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I 
will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes. 
 
Isaiah 25:8 (KJV)  
8  He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath 
spoken it. 

 

C. H. Mackintosh exclaims: 
“What are death, the grave, and decomposition in the presence of such power as 
this? Talk of being dead four days as a difficulty! Millions that have been 
mouldering in the dust for thousands of years shall spring up in a moment into life, 
immortality and eternal glory, at the voice of that blessed One.1 

 
Job foretold of this-  
Job 19:25-27 “In my flesh I will see God” 

 
Job 19:25-27 (KJV)  
25  For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:  
26  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:  
27  Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins 
be consumed within me. 

        
 

 We will be like Him- Psalm 17:15, 1 John 3:1-3, Luke 20:35-36 
 
Psalm 17:15 (KJV)  
15  As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness. 

 
1 John 3:1-3 (KJV)  
1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  
2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  
3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.  
 

                                                      
1  C. H. Mackintosh, The Mackintosh Treasury: Miscellaneous Writings by C. H. Mackintosh, p. 125. 
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Luke 20:35-36 (KJV)  
35  But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the 
dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:  
36  Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, 
being the children of the resurrection. 

 

William Menzies: “The Gospels disclose that the resurrection body of Jesus was real; it was 
the same body that had been entombed. He still had the ability to engage in physical 
activities appropriate to the human body. For instance, He ate food (see Luke 24:39–44). 
However, in addition to normal human capabilities, the resurrection body of our Lord was 
changed and had some unusual properties. Some of the usual limitations of the human 
body were gone. …Jesus also passed through locked doors to be with His disciples, and He 
vanished from the sight of the two who walked Him on the road to Emmaus. Perhaps the 
brief glimpses of Christ’s resurrection body are indicative of the state of the glorified 
bodies which will be ours at the time of the final resurrection of the believers, when we 
shall all be changed (see 1 Cor. 15:51).”2 

  

 We will meet in the air not on the ground- V17 
 

 We go to heaven for a time- Reunion- Col. 3:4- Another word is departure 
 

Colossians 3:4 (KJV)  
4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

 

1. I will come and take you back to heaven 

John 14:3 (KJV)  
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.  

 

2. Escape and “stand before the Son” 

Luke 21:36 (KJV)  
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 
 

 We participate in the Bema Seat Judgment and the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb 

 
 Concluding Notes: 1 Cor. 15:20-24- There is an order to all the resurrections. 

Keep in mind we are talking about the dead here, not the living groups. 
    

                                                      
2 Menzies, W. W. (1993). Bible Doctrines: A Pentecostal Perspective. (S. M. Horton, Ed.) (p. 71). Springfield, MO: Logion 

Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bbldoctpent?ref=Page.p+71&off=1243&ctx=ich+will+be+ours+at+~the+time+of+the+fina
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1 Corinthians 15:20-24 (KJV)  
20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  
21  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  
22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming.  
24  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  

 
 

The First Resurrection- Rev 20:4-5- There are many resurrections included in 
the “first” resurrection- 

 
 
Revelation 20:4-5 (KJV)  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 
 

In the “first resurrection” there are many resurrections to be accounted for. Here is a 
possible list of those: 

 
1. Jesus and those in the graves who rose when he did-They are called first fruits of the  

Christian resurrection - Matthew 27:50-53- Col 1:18 

  Colossians 1:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  
18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

--Rapture of Christ at His ascension 
   

2. The dead of those in Christ, the church who rise during the pre-Trib. Rapture- 1 Thess. 4 

--Rapture and translation of the living saints alive on the earth 
 

3. Raising of OT Believers possibly at the first Rapture (refuted later) 

 
4. The mid-Trib. No resurrection-Dead group does not rise during the mid-Trib. Rapture. (Rev 

7). 

--Rapture of the living 144,000 on earth (called first fruits of Israel Rev. 14:4) 
--Possible Rapture of the mid-Trib. saints born again up to this point (Rev. 12; 14:14-16) 
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5. Resurrection of the two witnesses after they are killed in Jerusalem-Rev. 11:3 

              --Rapture of the two witnesses 
 

6. Resurrection of O.T. Israel before Armageddon- Possibly at the same time as previous 

 
7. Resurrection of all those who died during the Tribulation at the end of Tribulation 

(probably includes OT saints here) will rise and reign with Christ (Rev 7, 20) 

--Possible Rapture or translation of the living Tribulation saints including Jewish born 
again believers remaining. (Rev, 14:14-16). 

 
--Possible Rapture but definite translation of the dead Israelites who died and will reign 
with Christ 

 
--Translation and Rapture of the rest of the natural people who are Christ’s after the 
Millennial (1000 yrs) has ended on the earth. The wicked are destroyed-Gog and Magog. 
Rev. 20:7-9. They will go up and be translated while new heaven and earth created. 

 
 
 

  The Second Resurrection- Rev 20:4b-5, 11-13 
 
Revelation 20:5 (KJV)  
5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 
 
Revelation 20:11-14 (KJV)  
11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  
12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to their works.  
13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  
14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
 

Someone once said: “If you are born once you will die twice, but if you are born twice you 
will only die once” Those who are born again die only once. 

 
1. All of the dead who are not in Christ from Adam to the Millennium.  

a. Bodies: In the sea and the dead in the earth 

b. Spirits: in Hell itself 

2. All great and small are judged at the great white throne 

3. All go into the lake of fire including hell and death itself 
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4. This is called the second death 

 

 



 

9 
 

 


