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STUDY: The Rapture of the Church 

 

Chapter 7 
 

The Rapture vs. the Day of the Lord-   
 

 
 

 What is the Rapture? Christ coming FOR His saints not WITH his saints 
 

 What happens at the Rapture?-1 Thess. 4:13-18 
 

 The Day of the Lord vs the Rapture-1 Thess. 5:1-11, 2 Thess. 2:1 
 

“But of”, or “Now about” Paul goes on to the subject of the Day of the Lord, not the 

Rapture. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (KJV)  
1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  
2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  
3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness.  
6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  
7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  
8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation.  
9  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.  
11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.  

 
This verse is a great verse used against the partial Rapture theory (that some believers are 
left to go through the Tribulation). 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:1 (KJV)  
1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him,  
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A. As to “But of” or “Now About” in the Gk. “peri de”- A new subject 
 

“With the perplexity about the dead in Christ resolved, Paul turns to a new subject (cf. 
peri de, “now about”) yet not one completely distinct from the previous one. It is 
wrong to say that the two are so different as to be in contrast (Ryrie, “The Church and 
the Tribulation: A Review,” BS, April–June, 1974, p. 175; Ellicott, p. 67). But it is equally 
wrong to see this as a simple continuation of the same subject (W.C. Thomas, p. 7). The 
proper interpretation recognizes a shift in thought, but not without some connection 
with the foregoing (Walvoord, p. 81; Gundry, p. 105). The direct and affectionate 
address “brothers” marks the new discussion as an addition prompted by Timothy’s 
report of the Thessalonians’ situation. The nonarrival of the parousia had created 
another perplexity for them (Best, p. 203).”1 

 
 

B. The Day of the Lord is a vindication for Israel but the Rapture is primarily 
for the church.  
 
Both groups are brought into one body, saved and blood bought into the Millennium 
reign. The tribulation is not for the church but a final judgment of Israel and the world. 
Israel rejected Christ. The Sheep and Goats Judgment after Christ Second Coming will 
be a judgment of those who have helped the saints and Israel or not during the 
Tribulation. 

 
 

C. Isaiah puts both advents together as one event- 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3 (KJV)  
1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  
2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn;  
3  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.  
 

Chafer: Isaiah blends the events connected with the two advents into one vast, all-
inclusive expectation (Isa. 61:1–5)2 

 
 

                                                      
BS Bibliotheca Sacra 
1 Thomas, Rober L. “1 Thessalonians.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Ephesians through Philemon. Ed. Frank E. 

Gaebelein. Vol. 11. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981. P. 280.  
2 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 25). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc11;ref=Bible.1Th5.1;off=2;ctx=_the_day_(5:1,_2)$0A1_~With_the_perplexity_
https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+25&off=210&ctx=x+(1+Pet.+1:10%E2%80%9311).+~Isaiah+blends+the+ev
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D. Even Gabriel does not disclose the church age- It did not happen yet so 
there is a gap of time. 
 
Luke 1:31-33 (KJV)  
31  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS.  
32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David:  
33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end. 

 
1. The angel Gabriel confirmed that Jesus would be the messiah and is the one Isaiah 

had spoken about that would rule the earth.  

 
Lewis Sperry Chafer: “The angel Gabriel was not permitted to disclose the fact of 
two advents separated by the present age, but refers to the events of both 
advents as though they belonged to one uninterrupted program (Luke 1:31–33).” 3 

 
2. Jesus reads Isaiah’s Scripture in the synagogue (61:1-3), and said it was fulfilled in 

their eyes proclaiming He was the messiah. 
 

Luke 4:16-21 (KJV)  
16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  
17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it was written,  
18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  
19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  
20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.  
21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

Notice Jesus did not finish the full verse in Isaiah 61:2 “To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn.” Jesus did this knowing that there would be a “gap” of time inbetween. 

 
 

E. Most of the OT Prophets only saw Israel and not the church- 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 (KJV)  
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts:  
20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  

                                                      
3 Chafer, L. S. (1951). Dispensationalism. (p. 25). Dallas 4, Texas: Dallas Seminary Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dispenchafer?ref=Page.p+25&off=210&ctx=x+(1+Pet.+1:10%E2%80%9311).+~Isaiah+blends+the+ev
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21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 
1 Peter 1:10-12 (KJV)  
10  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied 
of the grace that should come unto you:  
11  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  
12  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the 
things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.  
 

Even the prophets who told these things did not understand the suffering of Christ 
that was prophesied because it made no sense how the conquering messiah would 
suffer and be cut off. Even angels wanted to understand this thing. They were kept in 
the dark about the full plan. 

 
See Larkin’s “Mountaintops of prophecy” chart. The prophets didn’t see the valley of 
the church. 

 
They believed that their prophecies as to Christ would all be fulfilled at His first 
coming, they did not see the church age which postponed the physical kingdom of 
Christ because Israel rejected Christ. John 1:11 (See for proof Ps. 118:22–24 with 1 
Pet. 2:6–8; Matt. 21:42–45; Luke 19:14, 27; Acts 4:10–12) However Israel will see the 
fulfillment of God’s promises given to them in the OT- Romans 9:4-5 

 
Israel rejected Christ and the kingdom was put on pause till the age of the Gentiles 
ends. 

 
John 1:11 (KJV)  
11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 
Matthew 21:42-44 (KJV)  
42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes?  
43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  
44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder. 
 
Luke 19:14, 27 (KJV)  
14  But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this 
man to reign over us. 
27  But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and 
slay them before me. 
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Romans 9:4-5 (KJV)  
4  Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  
5  Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever. Amen. 

 
 

F. Rapture and Day of the Lord distinctions-1 Thess. 4:16-17, Rev. 19:11-16 
 
1. The Rapture described 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV)  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 

2. The Day of the Lord- The Second Coming described 
 

Revelation 19:11-16 (KJV)  
11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  
12   His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a 
name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  
13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The 
Word of God.  
14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean.  
15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of 
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  
16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 
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TWO SEPARATE EVENTS (ADAPTED FROM MARK HITCHCOCK P.96- 101 ANSWERS) 

The Blessed Hope 

(Rapture) 

The Glorious Appearing 

(The Second Coming) 

Christ comes in the air 

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

Christ comes to the Earth 

(Zechariah 14:4) 

Christ comes for His saints 

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

Christ comes with His saints 

(1 Thessalonians 3:13; Jude 14 

Christ claims His bride 

(John 14) 

Christ comes with His bride 

(revelation 19:14) 

Not in the Old Testament 

(1 Corinthians 15:51) 

Predicted often in the Old Testament  

There are no signs- it is imminent Preceded by many signs 

(Matthew 24:4-29 

It is a time of Blessing and comfort 

(1 Thessalonians 4:18) 

It is a time of destruction and judgment 

(2 Thessalonians 2:8-12) 

Involves believers only 

(John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

Involves Israel and the Gentile nations 

(Matthew 24:1-25:46) 

Will occur in a moment, in the time it 

takes light to flash from the front to the 

back of your eye,(faster than a blink)  

only His own will see Him (1 Corinthians 

15:51-52 

Will be visible to the entire world 

(Matthew 24:27; Revelation 1:7) 

Signals the beginning of the Tribulation Signals the beginning of the Millennium 

Christ comes as the bright morning star 

(Revelation 22:6 

Christ comes as the Sun of righteousness 

(Malachi 4:2) 
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G. Rapture versus Return-Mark Hitchcock The End 
 

“The New Testament describes two facets of Christ’s Second Coming: (1)   He will 
come for His church to escort her to His Father’s house (John 14: 3; 1 Thessalonians 
4: 16), and (2) He will come with His saints when He descends from heaven to judge 
His enemies and establish His glorious one-thousand-year Kingdom on earth 
(Zechariah 14: 4-5; 1 Thessalonians 3: 13). How can these facets both be true of 
Christ’s Second Coming? I believe pretribulationism best resolves the seeming 
contradiction. This first facet is what I call the Rapture of the church: the Lord takes 
believers from earth to His Father’s house (John 14: 3). The second facet is commonly 
called the Second Coming of Christ: believers return with Christ from heaven to the 
earth (Matthew 24: 30). Both describe the Lord’s coming, but their differences 
indicate that they are two unique stages occurring at two separate times. Between 
these two stages, the Tribulation happens. The first stage— the Rapture— is 
imminent and signless and could occur at any moment (1 Thessalonians 1: 10). The 
Second Coming, on the other hand, will be preceded by all kinds of signs (Matthew 
24: 1-29). The same event cannot be both signless and yet preceded by numerous 
signs. This is patently contradictory. It is difficult for the other views to make sense of 
the passages that describe these two stages so differently. But, by calling them two 
stages of the same event, the pre-Trib. view successfully harmonizes these two 
descriptions of Christ’s coming.”4 

                                                      
4 Hitchcock, Mark. (2012). The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days (p. 149). Tyndale House 
Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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