
1 

 

 
Seven altars (3X7=21) of dead religion-  

Don’t get stuck in Moab- Pastor Larry Booth 
 

I. Intro: 
 

Parallels in the Old Testament are given to teach us spiritual lessons. God uses these to mature us and 
warn us of areas to be careful in.  
 

A. The setting- 
 

 Israel had already left Egypt. Outline of the book of Numbers: 
 

 

                       Mt. Nebo and Pisgah where Moses looked over into Canaan Duet. 34:1- Ed Freeman  

 

Commentary by Jack Zavada  
Jack Zavada is a writer who covers the Bible, theology, and other Christianity topics. He is the 
author "Hope for Hurting Singles: A Christian Guide to Overcoming Life's Challenges." 
  
 “While it is a fairly short distance from Egypt to Israel, it took the ancient Jews 40 years to get 
there. The book of Numbers tells why. The Israelites' disobedience and lack of faith caused 
God to make them wander in the desert until all the people of that generation had died--with 

https://www.learnreligions.com/jack-zavada-p2-699908
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a few important exceptions. The book draws its name from the census made of the people, a 
necessary step toward their organization and future government. 
Numbers might be a bleak account of the Israelites' stubbornness if it were not outweighed by 
God's faithfulness and protection. This is the fourth book in the Pentateuch, the first five books 
of the Bible. It's a historical account but also teaches important lessons about God fulfilling his 
promises.” 

Author of the Book of Numbers  

Moses is credited as the author. 

Date Written  

1450-1410 B.C. 

Written To  

Numbers was written to the people of Israel to document their journey to the Promised Land, 
but it also reminds all future readers of the Bible that God is with us as we journey toward 
heaven. 

Landscape  

The story begins at Mount Sinai and includes Kadesh, Mount Hor, the plains of Moab, the Sinai 
desert, and concludes at the boundaries of Canaan. 

Themes  

Canaan was the fulfillment of God's promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Jewish people 
grew in numbers during their 400 years of slavery in Egypt. They were now strong enough, 
with God's help, to conquer and populate the Promised Land. God's word is good. He rescues 
his people and stands by them. 
 
Outline of the Book of Numbers  

 Israel prepares for the journey to the Promised Land - Numbers 1:1-10:10. 

 The people complain, Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses, and the people refuse to enter 
Canaan because of the reports of the unfaithful spies - Numbers 10:11-14:45. 

 For 40 years the people wander in the desert until the faithless generation is consumed - 
Numbers 15:1-21:35. 

 As the people approach the Promised Land again, a king tries to hire Balaam, a local 
sorcerer and prophet, to put a curse on Israel. On the way, Balaam's donkey talks to him, 
saving him from death! An angel of the Lord tells Balaam to speak only what the Lord tells 
him. Balaam is able only to bless the Israelites, not curse them - Numbers 22:1-26:1. 

 Moses takes another census of the people, to organize an army. Moses commissions 
Joshua to succeed him. God gives instructions on offerings and feasts - Numbers 26:1-
30:16. 

 The Israelites take vengeance on the Midianites, then camp on the plains of Moab - 
Numbers 31:1-36:13.1 
 

                                                      
1 https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-numbers-701116. Jack Zavada is a writer who covers the Bible, theology, and other 

Christianity topics. He is the author "Hope for Hurting Singles: A Christian Guide to Overcoming Life's Challenges."  
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https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-pentateuch-700745
https://www.learnreligions.com/introduction-to-the-pentateuch-p2-248895
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https://www.learnreligions.com/moses-giver-of-the-law-701173
https://www.learnreligions.com/abraham-father-of-jewish-nation-701196
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 Moab was the country to the east of Israel, Jordan and the dead sea. Today it is Jordan. Ruth 
came from Moab. Gen 11:31 
 

 “The Moabites were a tribe descended from Moab, the son of Lot, born of an incestuous 
relationship with his oldest daughter (Genesis 19:37). From Zoar, the cradle of this tribe, on the 
southeastern border of the Dead Sea, they gradually spread over the region on the east of 
Jordan. Shortly before the Exodus, the warlike Amorites crossed the Jordan under Sihon their 
king and drove the Moabites out of the region between the Arnon River Valley and the Jabbok 
River, and occupied it, making Heshbon their capital. The Moabites were then confined to the 
territory to the south of the Arnon Valley (Numbers 21:26–30). 
 
During the Exodus the Israelites did not pass through Moab, but through the “wilderness” to the 
east, eventually reaching the country to the north of Arnon. The Moabites were alarmed, and 
their king, Balak, sought aid from the Midianites (Numbers 22:2–4). This was the occasion when 
the visit of Balaam to Balak took place (Numbers 22:2–6). 
 
In the Plains of Moab, which was in the possession of the Amorites, the children of Israel had 
their last encampment before they entered the land of Canaan (Numbers 22:1; Joshua 13:32). If 
we had nothing else to interest us in the land of Moab, it was from the top of Pisgah that Moses, 
the mightiest of prophets, looked upon the Promised Land; it was here on Nebo that he died his 
solitary death; it was here in the valley over against Beth-peor where he was buried 
(Deuteronomy 34:5–6).”2 

 

B. The characters-  
 Balak King of Moab 
 Israel the nation 
 Balaam 

 

C. The specifics 
 Baal was a false god. Baal means idol 
 God had already given commandment to obey Him 
 Moab has to be dealt with to enter the promised land 

 
Numbers 22:1-6 (HCSB)  
1  The Israelites traveled on and camped in the plains of Moab near the Jordan across from Jericho.  
2  Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.  
3  Moab was terrified of the people because they were numerous, and Moab dreaded the Israelites.  
4  So the Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will devour everything around us like an ox 
eats up the green plants in the field.” Since Balak son of Zippor was Moab’s king at that time,  
5  he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the Euphrates in the land of his 
people. Balak said to him: “Look, a people has come out of Egypt; they cover the surface of the land and 
are living right across from me.  
6  Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may 
be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and 
those you curse are cursed.”  

 

                                                      
2 https://www.gotquestions.org/Moabites.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2019.37
https://www.gotquestions.org/Amorites.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2021.26%E2%80%9330
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.2%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.2%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2013.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2034.5%E2%80%936
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II. Who is Balaam?- One who would do wrong for personal gain. He is an example of one 
who taught others to sin.  

 
Scofield: “Balaam is the typical hireling prophet, seeking only to make a market of his gift. This is "the 
way of Balaam" 2Pe 2:15 and characterizes false teachers. The "error" of Balaam" Jude 1:11 was that 
he could see only the natural morality--a holy God, he reasoned, must curse such a people as Israel. 
Like all false teachers he was ignorant of the higher morality of vicarious atonement, by which God 
could be just and yet the justifier of believing sinners Rom 3:26 The "doctrine of Balaam" Rev 2:14 
refers to his teaching Balak to corrupt the people whom he could not curse Num 31:16; Num 25:1-3; 
Jas 4:4 Spiritually, Balaamism in teaching never rises above natural reasonings; in practice, it is easy 
world-conformity. See Rev 2:14” 3 
 
Dake: Numbers 23:10 “Balaam's request was never granted, for died in judgment by the sword of 
Israel (Num. 31:8). He himself determined this by loving "the wages of unrighteousness" (2Pet. 2:15), 
selling out his relationship with God for riches and honor. The New Testament scriptures confirm that 
he was a lost man (2Pet. 2:15-16; Jude 1:11; Rev. 2:14). He is another example of one who had been in 
God's favor but lost out through sin and rebellion. He had the wonderful opportunity of proving true to 
God and dying the death of the righteous. Instead, he pursued the reward that he came for, even to 
the extent of teaching people to sin and causing thousands to be destroyed.”4 
 

D. The way of Balaam- 
2 Peter 2:15-18 (KJV)  
15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  
16  But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the 
prophet.  
17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is 
reserved for ever.  
18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
 

E. The error of Balaam 
Jude 1:10-13 (KJV)  
10  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute 
beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.  
11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.  
12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: 
clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots;  
13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever. 
 

F. The doctrine of Balaam- fornication with the world 

                                                      
3 C.I. Scofield, ed., The Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 22". 
4 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 23". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+2%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+3%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+31%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+25%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+31%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+2%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+2%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A14
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Revelation 2:14 (KJV)  
14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. 
 
“The message to the Church of Pergamos—A.D. 312-590. Pergamos represents that period of Church 
history when worldliness crept in, and the Church received the favor of the State. Pergamos means 
marriage and elevation. The church had just passed through the martyr period and now entered into the 
period ruled by Constantine. When he became emperor of Rome in AD 312, he sent out an imperial 
decree, lifting the ban on Christianity. He bestowed many favors on the Christian Church, many pagan 
temples were taken over by Christians and the government gave money for their operation. Pergamos 
received its true meaning, because the Church became married to the world and, as a result, was 
elevated in the eyes of the world also. The church became useless so far as the work of Christ was 
concerned. The Christian is to be totally separated from this world. And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. (Ephesians 5:11) Sadly, too many Christians are 
entangled in this temporal life and the things of this world and it has rendered them useless as a soldier 
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier. (2 Timothy 2:4) Such an alliance will kill the testimony of any Church 
or Christian as it did in Pergamos. We will take note of several things concerning the Church of 
Pergamos.”5 
 

III. Three places where seven altars were built- to curse Israel 
God spoke to Balaam in his home place and gave special instructions which he didn’t keep 
 

A. 23:1- The high place of Bamoth-Baal- Balaam was not a Baal worshipper.  
B. 23:13- The field of Zophim to the top of Mt. Pisgah- Top of Nebo was the highest 

point. 
 
[Zophim] This was north of the first seven altars, nearer the camp of Israel, but where less of it 
could be seen. 
 
 

C. 23:27- Mount Peor- A mountain east of Jordan, place of worshipping false God 
[top of Peor] This was a lofty summit of the Moab mountain range where the famous Baal-peor 
had its chief temple; obscene and immoral rites were carried on there. This is what became a 
snare in Num. 25:1-9.  
 

IV. Three focuses of false religion- represented in these places 
 

A. Great high places- Buildings and places- Pride 
 
Mark 13:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  As He was going out of the temple complex, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, look! What 
massive stones! What impressive buildings!”  

                                                      
5 Glen Spencer, Revelation: Unveiling Christ and His Prophetic Program, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-

book, 49. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+5%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+25%3A1-9
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2  Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here on another that 
will not be thrown down!”  

 

B. Watcher and cleft- False safety-Looking to the past, emphasis on tradition not the 
Word 
 
Mark 7:13 (KJV)  
13  Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many 
such like things do ye. 
 

C. Mountain top experience- Sacrifice offered to the dead- Dead service 
 
Psalm 106:28-29 (HCSB)  
28  They aligned themselves with Baal of Peor and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods.  
29  They provoked the LORD with their deeds, and a plague broke out against them.  
 

 
Numbers 25:1- Israel later fell to this practice-  
 
“The sin of Israel was the result of Balaam’s work. He could not turn Jehovah from Israel (no 
enemy can), but he could turn Israel from God. While we do not read here that the fornication and 
idolatry into which Israel fell was Balaam’s work, elsewhere this information is given. See Numbers 
31:16 and Rev. 2:14. The stumbling block, which this instrument of Satan put into the way of 
Israel, by which they committed fornication and idolatry, were the daughters of Moab.6 
 
Numbers 31:16 (HCSB)  
16  “Yet they are the ones who, at Balaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness against the 
LORD in the Peor incident, so that the plague came against the LORD’s community. 
 

V. The results of false religion- Death 
 

A. The people 
 
Numbers 25:1-5 (HCSB)  
1  While Israel was staying in the Acacia Grove, the people began to have sexual relations with the 
women of Moab.  
2  The women invited them to the sacrifices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed in worship to 
their gods.  
3  So Israel aligned itself with Baal of Peor, and the LORD’s anger burned against Israel.  
4  The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before 
the LORD so that His burning anger may turn away from Israel.”  
5  So Moses told Israel’s judges, “Kill each of the men who aligned themselves with Baal of Peor.”  
 

B. Balaam- 
Israel is told to take their revenge on Midian and in Chp 31 killed Balaam for his part in telling 
Ballak how they could cause Israel’s downfall by sexual immorality and Idolatry. 

 

                                                      
6 Gaebelein, A. C. (2009). The Annotated Bible: Genesis to Deuteronomy. (Vol. 1, p. 346). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl01ge?ref=Bible.Nu25&off=164&ctx=+be+Smitten.+16%E2%80%9318.%0a~The+sin+of+Israel+wa

