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Seven altars of dead religion 4- Three focuses of false religion Part 3 

Pastor Larry Booth 
 

  
 

I. Intro: 
 

Parallels in the Old Testament are given to teach us spiritual lessons. God uses these to mature us and 
warn us of areas to be careful in.  
 

A. The setting- 
 Israel had already left Egypt. Outline of the book of Numbers: 

 
 Moab was the country to the east of Israel, Jordan and the dead sea. Today it is Jordan. Ruth 

came from Moab. Gen 11:31 
 

“In the Plains of Moab, which was in the possession of the Amorites, the children of Israel had 
their last encampment before they entered the land of Canaan (Numbers 22:1; Joshua 13:32).”1 

 

B. The characters-  
 Balak King of Moab 
 Israel the nation 
 Balaam 

 

C. The specifics 
 Baal was a false god. Baal means idol 
 God had already given commandment to obey Him 
 Moab has to be dealt with to enter the promised land 

 
Numbers 22:1-6 (HCSB)  
6  Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may 
be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and 
those you curse are cursed.”  

 
 

II. Who is Balaam?- One who would do wrong for personal gain. He is an example of one 
who taught others to sin.  

Scofield: “Balaam is the typical hireling prophet, seeking only to make a market of his gift.”2 
 

A. The way of Balaam-2 Peter 2:15-18 

                                                      
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Moabites.html 

2 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 23". 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2013.32
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2 Peter 2:15-18 (KJV)  
15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  
 

B. The error of Balaam 
Jude 1:10-13 (KJV)  
11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.  
 

C. The doctrine of Balaam- fornication with the world- Compromise 
 
Revelation 2:14 (KJV)  
14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. 
 
“The message to the Church of Pergamos—A.D. 312-590. Pergamos represents that period of Church 
history when worldliness crept in, and the Church received the favor of the State. Pergamos means 
marriage and elevation.”3 
 

III. Three places- seven altars were built- to curse Israel- Numbers 22:9  
 
Notice in the story: 
1. Balaam heard from God quickly when enquiring-Notice how quickly God came to Balaam in all of 

his efforts to contact Him (Num. 22:9,12,19-20; 23:4-5,15-16; 24:1-4,15-16) 
2. He called God “the Lord my God”-22:18 
3. When offered great riches he pressed God to let him go- 
4. This made God angry with him and put a block in his path –V.22 
5. God continues to speak with Balaam even when he was angry with him 
6. Balaam could have died and God spared the donkey- V.34 
7. Balaam’s secret desire for things kept allowing him to move forward 

 
God spoke to Balaam in his home place and gave special instructions which he didn’t keep. Balaam 
seems to hear from God regularly but doesn’t seem to place value in what he hears. 
 

A. 23:1- The high place of Bamoth-Baal- The high places of Baal worship.  
 
There is no evidence that Balaam was not a Baal worshipper but he allowed the king to lead him 
to these places. Maybe out of fear or greed. Balaam ask the king to build 7 altars there. 
 

B. 23:13- The field of Zophim (a lookout field) to the top of Mt. Pisgah- Top of Nebo 
the highest tip of Pisgah was the highest point. 
Numbers 23:13-14 (HCSB)  
13  Then Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place where you can see them. You will only 
see the outskirts of their camp; you won’t see all of them. From there, put a curse on them for me.”  

                                                      
3 Glen Spencer, Revelation: Unveiling Christ and His Prophetic Program, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch, 2005), WORDsearch CROSS e-

book, 49. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+22%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+22%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+22%3A19-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+23%3A4-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+23%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+24%3A1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+24%3A15-16
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14  So Balak took him to Lookout Field on top of Pisgah, built seven altars, and offered a bull and a ram on 
each altar.  

 
[Zophim] This was north of the first seven altars, nearer the camp of Israel, but where less of it 
could be seen.  
 
These two places were in close proximity it seems and later given to the tribe of Rueben.  
Joshua 13:20 (HCSB)  
20  Beth-peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth— 

 

C. 23:27- Mount Peor- A mountain east of Jordan, place of worshipping false God 
 
[top of Peor] This was a lofty summit of the Moab mountain range where the famous Baal-peor 
had its chief temple; obscene and immoral rites were carried on there. This is what became a 
snare in Num. 25:1-9.  
 
The third oracle of Balaam was to tell the blessing of Israel 
The forth oracle was to tell of the future Messiah: 

“The Tenfold Prophecy of the Messiah” see last weeks notes 

  

REVIEW: 
IV. Three focuses of false religion- represented in these places where altars were built 

 

A. Great high places- Buildings and places- “Pride is the worship of self”- The 
emphasis on physical things and not spiritual. 
 
Mark 13:1-2 (HCSB)  
1  As He was going out of the temple complex, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, look! What 
massive stones! What impressive buildings!”  
2  Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here on another that 
will not be thrown down!”  
 

The emphasis of Idolaters is things, buildings places. An Idol is anything we put in front of our 
relationship with Jesus. 
 

Definition: Idolater(noun) a worshiper of idols; one who pays divine honors to images, statues, or 
representations of anything made by hands; one who worships as a deity that which is not God; a 
pagan. Idolater(noun) an adorer; a great admirer. 
 
Matthew 6:25-34 (HCSB)  
31  So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  
32  For the idolaters eagerly seek all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  
33  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.  
34  Therefore don’t worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.  
 

Don’t seek after things. Wise men still seek after Him! 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+25%3A1-9
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B. Zophim- A lookout point on the way up Pisgah. Watcher and cleft- False safety-
Looking to the past, emphasis on tradition not the Word- Being satisfied with 
mediocrity- a perch and not the highest place. 
 

Mt Pizgah- Nebo 
 

“If we had nothing else to interest us in the land of Moab, it was from the top of Pisgah that 
Moses, the mightiest of prophets, looked upon the Promised Land; it was here on Nebo that he 
died his solitary death; it was here in the valley over against Beth-peor where he was buried 
(Deuteronomy 34:5–6).” 4 

 
Quote: “If you want to be average, do what others do. If you want to be awesome, do what no 
one does.”- Alexander Den Heijer 
 

 Don’t just do anything (what everybody else is doing)-do something great 
 

The enemy always fights the hardest when you’re closest to your breakthrough. 
 

 Traditions that mean nothing-A false security- Mark 7:13-15 (HCSB)  
 

 Press in- Don’t be satisfied with a little of God- Be hot or cold- Hebrews 10:19-22 (HCSB)  
 
Don’t ever be satisfied with less than God has for you! 
Psalms 103- Forget not all of his benefits 

 
 

C. 23:27- Mt. Peor- From the word “gap.” Mountain top experience- Sacrifices 
offered to dead idols- They aligned themselves with the world and worshipped 
false gods. 
 
1. Review: the error, way and doctrine of Balaam (See 1st section) 
 

Psalm 106:28-29 (HCSB)  
28  They aligned themselves with Baal of Peor and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods.  
29  They provoked the LORD with their deeds, and a plague broke out against them.  

 

 Aligned: means fastened themselves to, Joined the club 

 Ate meals offered to idols- Fellowshipped, compromised 

 Made God angry by what they were doing-they worshipped by bowing down 
 

2. Numbers 25:1- Israel later fell to this practice- How?  
 

a) Women invited them 
 
Numbers 25:1-3 (HCSB)  
1  While Israel was staying in the Acacia Grove, the people began to have sexual relations with the 

                                                      
4 https://www.gotquestions.org/Moabites.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2034.5%E2%80%936
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women of Moab.  
2  The women invited them to the sacrifices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed in 
worship to their gods.  
3  So Israel aligned itself with Baal of Peor, and the LORD’s anger burned against Israel.  

 
Baal, was the name of the idol god of Moab, and Peor was the name of the place where the 
idol was worshiped 

 
b)   At Balaam’s advice 

 
“The sin of Israel was the result of Balaam’s work. He could not turn Jehovah from Israel (no 
enemy can), but he could turn Israel from God. While we do not read here that the 
fornication and idolatry into which Israel fell was Balaam’s work, elsewhere this information 
is given. See Numbers 31:16 and Rev. 2:14. The stumbling block, which this instrument of 
Satan put into the way of Israel, by which they committed fornication and idolatry, were the 
daughters of Moab.5 
 
Numbers 31:16 (HCSB)  
16  “Yet they are the ones who, at Balaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness against 
the LORD in the Peor incident, so that the plague came against the LORD’s community. 

 

3. Three point we learn from this tragedy: 
 

Don’t love the world or it’s things- Corruption in Body, soul and Spirit. 
 

1 John 2:15-16 (HCSB)  
15  Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in him.  
16  For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride in one’s lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world.  
 

Quote: “You will never see a U-hall following behind a hearse-We can’t take it with us 
 
 

a) Don’t deny God’s power-Some look Godly but deny God’s power- Dead service 
 
2 Timothy 3:5-7 (HCSB)  
5  holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people!  
6  For among them are those who worm their way into households and capture idle women 
burdened down with sins, led along by a variety of passions,  
7  always learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.  

 
Power- The miraculous force of Godliness. Some are satisfied with the shell and not its 
contents. To walk in compromise you will do this. Just a little poop. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:20 (HCSB)  
20  For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 

                                                      
5 Gaebelein, A. C. (2009). The Annotated Bible: Genesis to Deuteronomy. (Vol. 1, p. 346). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl01ge?ref=Bible.Nu25&off=164&ctx=+be+Smitten.+16%E2%80%9318.%0a~The+sin+of+Israel+wa
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This is the process of filtering out the miraculous ability and Spiritual essence of God’s 
power- White washed gravesites. Removing the life of a thing. 
 
The obvious here first off relates to Pentecost: When the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
 
Acts 1:8 (HCSB)  
8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
b) Don’t align yourself with unbelievers- You will find yourself compromising and bowing 

down to idols.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-17 (HCSB)  
14  Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness 
and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness?  
15  What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with 
an unbeliever?  
16  And what agreement does God’s sanctuary have with idols? For we are the sanctuary of the 
living God, as God said: I will dwell among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they will be My people.  
17  Therefore, come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord; do not touch 
any unclean thing, and I will welcome you. 
  

The process of being unequally “Yoked.” - Duet. 22:10- Being bound together with wrong 
person.  
 
1) Fellowship-Partnership- Intimate/intercourse. Making wrong agreements/marriage 
2) Communion-Having all things common- Sharing everything-resources 
3) Concord/”symphonesis”- Harmony of parts 
4) Agreement-having the same sentiment or mindset 
5) Participation-To actively work towards same goals 

 

BAM! You are now tied to something that is not satisfying, not encouraging, not joyful, 
not providing and not headed to heaven. 
 

c) Instruction: You are God’s temple and if you are in the beginnings of this come out from 
among them. V, 16-17 

 
 

V. The results of false religion and worship of dead things- Death- 24,000 died by plague 
 

A. The people- One man brought a woman home to his folks-Numbers 25:1-8 (HCSB)  
 
Numbers 25:5 (HCSB)  
5  So Moses told Israel’s judges, “Kill each of the men who aligned themselves with Baal of Peor.” 
 

B. Balaam- He taught others to sin- Rev 2:14 
Israel is told to take their revenge on Midian and in Chp 31 killed Balaam for his part in telling 
Ballak how they could cause Israel’s downfall by sexual immorality and Idolatry. 


