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Seven altars of dead religion 6-  

21 steps to idolatry- Pastor Larry Booth 
 

  
 

I. Intro: 
 

Parallels in the Old Testament are given to teach us spiritual lessons. God uses these to mature us and 
warn us of areas to be careful in.  
 

A. The setting- 
 Israel had already left Egypt. Outline of the book of Numbers: 

 
 Moab was the country to the east of Israel, Jordan and the dead sea. Today it is Jordan. Ruth 

came from Moab. Gen 11:31 
 

“In the Plains of Moab, which was in the possession of the Amorites, the children of Israel had 
their last encampment before they entered the land of Canaan (Numbers 22:1; Joshua 13:32).”1 

 

B. The characters-  
 Balak King of Moab 
 Israel the nation 
 Balaam 

 

C. The specifics 
 Baal was a false god. Baal means idol 
 God had already given commandment to obey Him 
 Moab has to be dealt with to enter the promised land 

 
Numbers 22:1-6 (HCSB)  
6  Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may 
be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and 
those you curse are cursed.”  

 
 

II. Who is Balaam?- One who would do wrong for personal gain. He is an example of one 
who taught others to sin.  

 
 

III. Three places seven altars were built- to curse Israel- Numbers 22:9  
 

  

                                                      
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Moabites.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2013.32
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IV. Three focuses of false religion- represented in these places where altars were built 
 

A. Great high places- Buildings and places- “Pride is the worship of self”- The 
emphasis on physical things and not spiritual. 
 

The emphasis of Idolaters is things, buildings places. An Idol is anything we put in front of our 
relationship with Jesus. 

 

Don’t seek after things. Wise men still seek after Him! 
 

B. Zophim- A lookout point on the way up Pisgah. Watcher and cleft- False safety-
Looking to the past, emphasis on tradition not the Word- Being satisfied with 
mediocrity- a perch and not the highest place. 

 
Quote: “If you want to be average, do what others do. If you want to be awesome, do what no 
one does.”- Alexander Den Heijer 

 
 

C. 23:27- Mt. Peor- From the word “gap.” Mountain top experience- Sacrifices 
offered to dead idols- They aligned themselves with the world and worshipped 
false gods. 

 

 Aligned: means fastened themselves to, Joined the club 

 Ate meals offered to idols- Fellowshipped, compromised 

 Made God angry by what they were doing-they worshipped by bowing down to idols 
 

 
At Balaam’s advice 

 
“The sin of Israel was the result of Balaam’s work. He could not turn Jehovah from Israel (no 
enemy can), but he could turn Israel from God. While we do not read here that the 
fornication and idolatry into which Israel fell was Balaam’s work, elsewhere this information 
is given. See Numbers 31:16 and Rev. 2:14. The stumbling block, which this instrument of 
Satan put into the way of Israel, by which they committed fornication and idolatry, were the 
daughters of Moab.2 
 
Numbers 31:16 (HCSB)  
16  “Yet they are the ones who, at Balaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness against 
the LORD in the Peor incident, so that the plague came against the LORD’s community. 

 
 

The process of being unequally “Yoked.” - Duet. 22:10- Being bound together with wrong 
person.  
 
1) Fellowship-Partnership- Intimate/intercourse. Making wrong agreements/marriage 

                                                      
2 Gaebelein, A. C. (2009). The Annotated Bible: Genesis to Deuteronomy. (Vol. 1, p. 346). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl01ge?ref=Bible.Nu25&off=164&ctx=+be+Smitten.+16%E2%80%9318.%0a~The+sin+of+Israel+wa
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2) Communion-Having all things common- Sharing everything-resources 
3) Concord/”symphonesis”- Harmony of parts 
4) Agreement-having the same sentiment or mindset 
5) Participation-To actively work towards same goals 

 

BAM! You are now tied to something that is not satisfying, not encouraging, not joyful, 
not providing and not headed to heaven. 
 

a) Instruction: You are God’s temple and if you are in the beginnings of this come out from 
among them. V, 16-17 

 
 

V. The results of false religion and worship of dead things- Death- 24,000 died by plague 
The people- One man brought a woman home to his folks-Numbers 25:1-8 (HCSB) 

  
 

VI. 7 Altars of dead religion 
 
Numbers 23:1 (KJV)  
1  And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams.  

 

A. Intro: Balaam and Balak built 7 altars to curse Israel 3 times in 3 different places- 
21 altars besides the ones that King Balak built. Each at great cost- Todays prices- $14,700-21,000 
Bulls (2100-3000 each) and 1050.00 for rams (150.00 each). 15,750.00 each offering if they used 
average animals. 
 

B. Dead religion: is the practice of church without His presence-Levels of false 
religion, cults in Christianity- 1 John 4:1-3 

 
1 John 4:1-6 (KJV)  
1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world.  
2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God:  
3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  
4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world.  
5  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.  
6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we 
the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.  

 

C. These 21 altars represent men’s attempt to produce some form of religion 
(something spiritual and supernatural) without God’s power 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (HCSB)  
1  But know this: Difficult times will come in the last days.  
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2  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy,  
3  unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good,  
4  traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  
5  holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people!  

 

 Lovers of self- Fond of themselves, it’s all about me 
 Greed- a lust for more and more 
 Boastful- Our work is greater- what we are doing is more important- Look what we have built 
 Proud- I’m better than you, haughty, to appear as above 
 Blasphemers- Dead sacrifices- believe in omen signs and superstitions that are not God’s doing 
 Disobedient to parents- Controlled by unspiritual authority-submit to bad leadership 
 Ungrateful-  
 Unholy- Godly heritage is forgotten but an emphasis on what we did 
 Unloving- Repeat mistakes, unwilling to change and learn God’s way-just 7 more…. 
 Irreconcilable- Conflict- Divided with one another 
 Speak lies about others and whisper untruths 
 Without self-control- Abandon morals for desires- Sexual sins abound 
 Brutal- fierce or mean spirited 
 Without love for what is good- KJV- despisers of those that are good 
 Traitors-Someone who surrenders to the enemies hand 
 Reckless-Headstrong- falling forward 
 Conceited- to be lifted up with pride – to inflate 
 Lovers of pleasure- only the best for me 
 Do not love God-agnostic Don’t recognize God’s hand in something or what He is doing 
 Have a form of religiosity- Blindness 
 Deny the power of God 

 
Because Balaam would not go against God, he lost his paycheck and probably his career. He must 
have later devised the plan to entice men into sexual sins and presented it to the king to get back 
into his favor. 
 
Numbers 24:10-11 (HCSB)  
10  Then Balak became furious with Balaam, struck his hands together, and said to him, “I summoned you 
to put a curse on my enemies, but instead, you have blessed ⌊them these three times⌋.  
11  Now go to your home! I said I would reward you richly, but look, the LORD has denied you a reward.” 
 
1 John 2:15-17 (HCSB)  
15  Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in him.  
16  For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in 
one’s lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world.  
17  And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God’s will remains forever.  
 
 

D. Seven things God hates- 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 (HCSB)  
16  The LORD hates six things; in fact, seven are detestable to Him:  
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17  arrogant eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,  
18  a heart that plots wicked schemes, feet eager to run to evil,  
19  a lying witness who gives false testimony, and one who stirs up trouble among brothers.  
 

 Arrogant eyes-A proud look 
 A tongue that lies 
 Hands- that shed innocent blood 
 A heart- that plots wicked schemes 
 Feet- eager to run to evil 
 A lying witness giving false testimony 
 A person who stirs up trouble among brothers 

 
 

E. The path to idolatry 
 
Romans 1:18-25 (HCSB)  
18  For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people who 
by their unrighteousness suppress the truth,  
19  since what can be known about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to them.  
20  For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since 
the creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without 
excuse.  
21  For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking 
became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened.  
22  Claiming to be wise, they became fools  
23  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed 
animals, and reptiles.  
24  Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their 
bodies were degraded among themselves.  
25  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the 
Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.  

 
 Suppression of truth 
 Reject what is clearly is a display of God’s power and nature 
 Do not give God glory for what they know He does 
 Do not show gratitude-Not thankful 
 Their thinking (reasonings, thoughts, dialogues, debates) became nonsense- the way they 

thought and reasoned about things became vain (2 Kings 17:15- “brought to folly in their 
thoughts, i.e. fell into error, Romans 1:21. (2 Kings 17:15; Jeremiah 2:5; 1 Chronicles 21:8; (etc.); 
nowhere in Greek authors.)*”3 

 Their unintelligent and foolish hearts were darkened 
 They declare that they are wise, but have become simpletons. 
 They took adoration that belonged to God and placed it in images and things worshipping them 
 Therefore God surrendered them over to what their hearts longing lustful desires were 
 To the point of shamefully treating their own bodies among themselves 
 They took God’s truth purposefully and exchanged it for something that was an outright lie 

                                                      
3 J. H. Thayer, trans., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1889), s.v. “,” WORDsearch 

CROSS e-book. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+1%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ki+17%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jer+2%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ch+21%3A8
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 They adored and worshipped what was created (man, animal, thing) more than God 
 This is the reason God surrendered them over to disgraceful passions (v.26) 
 Even their women exchanged their natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 
 Their males did the same and were inflamed in their excited lust for one another doing indecent 
things with each other. 
  They received in themselves an appropriate penalty of their error 
 To the level they did not want God in their knowledge, he surrendered them over to a reprobate 
mindset to do things not fitting for people (immoral) 
 Filled with all kinds of unrighteousness: 
 Sexual sins (Gk. porneia: Fornication- illicit sexual intercourse,) greed for others stuff, and 
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, quarreling strife, deceitful trickery, and malice 
(mischievous bad character). They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful 
braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy (covenant 
breakers), unloving (hard hearted), truceless, and unmerciful. 
 Knowing the judgment of God for these sins continue to do these things 
 They take pleasure, feel gratified and applaud others when they do these things. 
 
Romans 1:26-32 (HCSB)  
26  This is why God delivered them over to degrading passions. For even their females exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.  
27  The males in the same way also left natural relations with females and were inflamed in their lust 
for one another. Males committed shameless acts with males and received in their own persons the 
appropriate penalty of their error.  
28  And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God delivered them over to a 
worthless mind to do what is morally wrong.  
29  They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, 
quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips,  
30  slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  
31  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful.  
32  Although they know full well God’s just sentence—that those who practice such things deserve to 
die—they not only do them, but even applaud others who practice them.  

 

 
 

F. Seven things about Jacob (Israel)- Balaam’s declaration to king Balak 
 
Numbers 23:21-24 (KJV)  
21  He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the LORD his God is 
with him, and the shout of a king is among them.  
22  God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.  
23  Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel: according 
to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!  
24  Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up himself as a young lion: he shall not lie down 
until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain. 
 
Numbers 24:9 (KJV)  
9  He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth 
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee. 
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Numbers 24:17-19 (KJV)  
17  I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and 
a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of 
Sheth.  
18  And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do 
valiantly.  
19  Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 
 

 God see’s no iniquity (or disaster- HCSB, Vine’s-“painful burden or difficulty”) or perverseness 
which can mean ”misery, troublesome work, or laborious suffering”- Vine’s. “Oppression” is 
used in Duet. 26:7. I.e. freedom from disaster and oppression. 

 God’s presence is with them 
 Shout of praise/ Battle cry is with them-There is rejoicing over victories-“the shout of a king” 
 God has brought them out- no slavery to the world 
 Devine protection and favor- No curse will affect them-24:9 “curse those who curse them” 

People will speak of “what God has done for them.”  
 A great future- They rise as a great lion/ Lift themselves up as a young energetic lion-Strong in 

battle 
 Their star is Christ Jesus-24:17 with an everlasting kingdom-24:19 

 

G. Seven things about pure (Vine’s-clean and unmixed4) and undefiled religion- James 
1:19-27 

 
James 1:22-27 (KJV)  
22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a 
glass:  
24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  
25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  
26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man's religion is vain.  
27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 

1. A doer of the word of God revealed to him/her-Self deception comes when we hear but not do 
2. Looks and continues in searching the Scriptures 
3. Doers are blessed in what they do 
4. Bridles his tongue-not loose language that allows lies to one’s heart 
5. Takes care of the fatherless (orphan) 
6. Takes care of the widows in their time of affliction 
7. Maintains a Godly life unspotted by the world 

                                                      
4 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Cleanness".) religion- James 1:19-27 


