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Seven (21) altars of dead religion part 8-  

Seven things about pure religion- Pastor Larry Booth 
 

  
I. Intro: 

 

Parallels in the Old Testament are given to teach us spiritual lessons. God uses these to mature us and 
warn us of areas to be careful in.  
 

A. The setting- 
 Israel had already left Egypt. Outline of the book of Numbers: 

 
 Moab was the country to the east of Israel, Jordan and the dead sea. Today it is Jordan. Ruth 

came from Moab. Gen 11:31 
 

“In the Plains of Moab, which was in the possession of the Amorites, the children of Israel had 
their last encampment before they entered the land of Canaan (Numbers 22:1; Joshua 13:32).”1 

 

B. The characters-  
 Balak King of Moab 
 Israel the nation 
 Balaam 

 

C. The specifics 
 Baal was a false god. Baal means idol 
 God had already given commandment to obey Him 
 Moab has to be dealt with to enter the promised land 

 
Numbers 22:1-6 (HCSB)  
6  Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may 
be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and 
those you curse are cursed.”  

 
 

II. Who is Balaam?- One who would do wrong for personal gain. He is an example of one 
who taught others to sin.  

 
 

III. Three places seven altars were built- to curse Israel- Numbers 22:9  
 

  
IV. Three focuses of false religion- represented in these places where altars were built 

 

                                                      
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Moabites.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2022.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2013.32
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A. Great high places- Buildings and places- “Pride is the worship of self”- The 
emphasis on physical things and not spiritual. 
 

 

B. Zophim- A lookout point on the way up Pisgah. Watcher and cleft- False safety-
Looking to the past, emphasis on tradition not the Word- Being satisfied with 
mediocrity- a perch and not the highest place. 

 
 

C. 23:27- Mt. Peor- From the word “gap.” Mountain top experience- Sacrifices 
offered to dead idols- They aligned themselves with the world and worshipped 
false gods. 

 
 

V. The results of false religion and worship of dead things- Death- 24,000 died by plague 
The people- One man brought a woman home to his folks-Numbers 25:1-8 (HCSB) 

  
 

VI. 7 Altars of dead religion (actually 21) 
 
Numbers 23:1 (KJV)  
1  And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams.  

 

A. Intro: Balaam and Balak built 7 altars to curse Israel 3 times in 3 different places- 
21 altars besides the one that King Balak built himself. Each at great cost- Todays prices- $14,700-
21,000 Bulls (2100-3000 each) and 1050.00 for rams (150.00 each). 15,750.00 each offering if they 
used average animals. 
 

B. Dead religion: is the practice of church without His presence-Levels of false 
religion, cults in Christianity- 1 John 4:1-3 

 

C. These 21 altars represent men’s attempt to produce some form of religion 
(something spiritual and supernatural) without God’s power-2 Timothy 3:1-5 
(HCSB)-21 sins 
 

D. Seven things God hates- Proverbs 6:16-19 (HCSB)  
 

E. The path to idolatry-Romans 1:18-25 (HCSB)- 21 Steps 
 

F. Seven things about Jacob (Israel)- Balaam’s declaration to king Balak 
 
 

VII. Pure religion- 
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Intro: The significance of 21 and 7 
 

This has been a message of defiled religion verses pure religion and the differences. 

 
1. The number 21- Man’s sinful attempt to pervert godly perfection (3X7) 

 
“The number 21 has symbolic meaning in many traditions, with special significance in the Jewish 
and Christian Scriptures. According to The Bible Study Site, it symbolizes willful wickedness. It is 
closely related to the number 13, which symbolizes sin, rebellion and depravity. Adding eight, 
which symbolizes fullness and eternity, to 13 yields 21, representing total wickedness or an 
increased level of sin. 
Biblical numerologists explain that during their 40 years of exile in the desert, the ancient Israelites 
staged 21 notable rebellions against God and His priests. In his Second Letter to Timothy, Saint 
Paul lists 21 sinful behaviors of wicked people. The final behavior, described in the third chapter, is 
inward denial of God's power.”2 
 
 The 21 chapters of the Gospel of Saint John, totaling 879 verses. 

 Number of chapters of the book of Judges in the Old Testament. 

 During 21 days the Prince of the kingdom of Persia (protective angel of the enemy nations) 
resisted Michael the Archangel. (Dan. 10,13) 

 Jacob worked three times seven years to keep the herds of his uncle Laban to obtain two 
wives and two maidservant, who were used to him also as concubines as it was the habit to 
the period. (Gn 29,15-30) 

“The last day of God's annual Fall Feast of Tabernacles, which occurs every year on the 21st day of 
the seventh Hebrew month, pictures the end of Christ's 1,000 year reign on earth when the 
devil is loosed out of his prison for a short time. 
Satan's very first task, along with his demons, is to lead people into war and rebellion against all 
that is Holy. After a short period of time, God executes His final judgment against the Satanic 
forces by consuming them in fire (Revelation 20:10). 
Appearances of the number twenty-one 
One of the top ten shortest books in God's word, Obadiah, has only 1 chapter with 21 verses. 
Out of 27 New Testament books 21 of them are Epistles. 
The book of Hebrews contains materials from twenty-one Old Testament books. 
The word Frankincense occurs 21 times in Scripture, as well as the phrase 'the Father.' The names 
James (the great) and James (the less) also show up 21 times. 
The books of 1Kings and 2Kings make a total of 21 references to the sins of Jeroboam (the first 
king of the Northern Tribes of Israel after their split with Judah). These references were used to 
show how Israel continued to disobey God even though he gave them plenty of time to repent.”3 

 
2. The number 7-Completeness and perfection 

“Used 735 times (54 times in the book of Revelation alone), the number 7 is the foundation of 
God's word. If we include with this count how many times 'sevenfold' (6) and 'seventh' (119) is 
used, our total jumps to 860 references. 

                                                      
2 https://www.reference.com/world-view/significance-number-21-d686df7ad0031a1e 
3 https://www.biblestudy.org/bibleref/meaning-of-numbers-in-bible/21.html 

https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/definition-of-christian-terms/millennium.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/prophecy/future-of-man.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/when-was-new-testament-written.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/goliath-to-melchizedek.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/what-is-key-to-understanding-book-of-revelation.html
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Seven is the number of completeness and perfection (both physical and spiritual). It derives much 
of its meaning from being tied directly to God's creation of all things. According to some Jewish 
traditions, the creation of Adam occurred on September 26, 3760 B.C. (or the first day of Tishri, 
which is the seventh month on the Hebrew calendar). The word 'created' is used 7 times 
describing God's creative work (Genesis 1:1, 21, 27 three times; 2:3; 2:4). There are 7 days in a 
week and God's Sabbath is on the 7th day. 
The Bible, as a whole, was originally divided into 7 major divisions. They are 1) the Law; 2) the 
Prophets; 3) the Writings, or Psalms; 4) the Gospels and Acts; 5) the General Epistles; 6) the 
Epistles of Paul; and 7) the book of Revelation. The total number of originally inspired books was 
forty-nine, or 7 x 7, demonstrating the absolute perfection of the Word of God.”4 

 
 

A. Seven things about pure (Vine’s-clean and unmixed5) and undefiled religion- James 
1:19-27 

 
James 1:22-27 (KJV)  
22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a 
glass:  
24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  
25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  
26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man's religion is vain.  
27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 

1. A teachable spirit- A doer of the word of God revealed to him/her-Self-deception comes when 
we hear but not do. 

 
James 1:21 (HCSB)  
21  Therefore, ridding yourselves of all moral filth and evil, humbly receive the implanted word, which 

is able to save you.  

William Barclay (Scottish liberal theologian) on the word “humbly.” Gk. Prautes 
“No one can ever find one English word to translate what is a one word summary of the truly 
teachable spirit. The teachable spirit is docile and tractable, and therefore humble enough to 
learn. The teachable spirit is without resentment and without anger and is, therefore, able to 
face the truth, even when it hurts and condemns. The teachable spirit is not blinded by its own 
overmastering prejudices but is clear-eyed to the truth. The teachable spirit is not seduced by 
laziness but is so self-controlled that it can willingly and faithfully accept the discipline of 
learning. Prautes (<G4240>) describes the perfect conquest and control of everything in a 
man's nature which would be a hindrance to his seeing, learning and obeying the truth.”6 

                                                      
4 https://www.biblestudy.org/bibleref/meaning-of-numbers-in-bible/7.html 
5 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Cleanness".) religion- James 1:19-27 
6 William Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The Teachable Spirit (Jas 1:21)". 

https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/how-is-god-perfect.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/greatest-events-old-testament.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/godsrest/the-seven-day-cycle.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/who-wrote-the-psalms.html
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240
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2. Looks and continues in searching the Scriptures 
 

Acts 17:10-11 (KJV)  
10  And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither 

went into the synagogue of the Jews.  
11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 

readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.  

 
3. Doers are blessed in what they do, they are not forgetful hearers 
 

John 13:14-17 (HCSB)  
14  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  
15  For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you.  
16  “I assure you: A slave is not greater than his master, and a messenger is not greater than the one 

who sent him.  
17  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  

 
4. Bridles his tongue-not loose language that allows lies to one’s heart 

 
James 3:2 (HCSB)  
2  for we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a mature man 

who is also able to control his whole body.  

James 3:8-11 (HCSB)  
8  but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  
9  We praise our Lord and Father with it, and we curse men who are made in God’s likeness with it.  
10  Praising and cursing come out of the same mouth. My brothers, these things should not be this 
way.  
11  Does a spring pour out sweet and bitter water from the same opening? 

 
5. Takes care of the fatherless (orphan) 

 
Psalm 82:3-4 (HCSB)  
3  Provide justice for the needy and the fatherless; uphold the rights of the oppressed 

and the destitute.  
4  Rescue the poor and needy; save them from the power of the wicked.”  

 
6. Takes care of the widows in their time of affliction (1 Tim. 5:3-16 instructions) 

 
1 Timothy 5:3-5 (HCSB)  
3  Support widows who are genuinely widows.  
4  But if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must learn to practice godliness toward their 

own family first and to repay their parents, for this pleases God.  
5  The real widow, left all alone, has put her hope in God and continues night and day in her petitions 

and prayers;  



6 

 

 
7. Maintains a Godly life unspotted by the world-1 John 2:15-16 

 
1 John 2:15-17 (HCSB)  
15  Do not love the world or the things that belong to the world. If anyone loves the world, love for 

the Father is not in him.  
16  For everything that belongs to the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

in one’s lifestyle—is not from the Father, but is from the world.  
17  And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who does God’s will remains forever.  

 

VIII. Conclusion-Test the spirits 
 
1 John 4:1-6 (HCSB)  
1  Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.  
2  This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God.  
3  But every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist; you have 
heard that he is coming, and he is already in the world now.  
4  You are from God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the One who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world.  
5  They are from the world. Therefore what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them.  
6  We are from God. Anyone who knows God listens to us; anyone who is not from God does not listen to us. 
From this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.  
 

The Greek word “test” here means to examine and “prove with a view to approving.”7  
 

A. There are different spirits in the world. The Spirit of God and the spirit of the antichrist. 

There are religious spirits, like the spirit of Jezebel and witchcraft. Paul says to prove everything. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 (KJV)  
19  Quench not the Spirit.  
20  Despise not prophesyings.  
21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  
22  Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

 

B. You must be born again-being religious does not get you into heaven 
 
John 3:1-3 (KJV)  
1   There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  
2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.  

 
 

                                                      
7 William E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1940), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Allow". Strong’s # 1381. 
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1.1 THE TEACHABLE SPIRIT (JAS 1:21) 

1:21 So then strip yourself of all filthiness and of the excrescence of vice, and in gentleness receive the 

inborn word which is able to save your souls. 

James uses a series of vivid words and pictures. 

He tells his readers to strip themselves of all vice and filthiness. The word he uses for strip is the word used 

for stripping off one's clothes. He bids his hearers get rid of all defilement as a man strips off soiled 

garments or as a snake sloughs off its skin. 

Both the words he uses for defilement are vivid. The word we have translated filthiness is ruparia 

(<G4507>); and it can be used for the filth which soils clothes or soils the body. But it has one very 

interesting connection. It is a derivative of rupos (<G4509>) and, when rupos is used in a medical sense, it 

means wax in the ear. It is just possible that it still retains that meaning here; and that James is telling his 

readers to get rid of everything which would stop their ears to the true word of God. When wax gathers in 

the ear, it can make a man deaf; and a man's sins can make him deaf to God. Further, James talks of the 

excrescence (perisseia, <G4050>) of vice. He thinks of vice as tangled undergrowth or a cancerous growth 

which must be cut away. 

He bids them receive the inborn word in gentleness. The word for inborn is emphutos (<G1721>), and is 

capable of two general meanings. 

(i) It can mean inborn in the sense of innate as opposed to acquired. If James uses it in that way he is 

thinking of much the same thing as Paul was thinking of when he spoke of the Gentiles doing the works of 

the law by nature because they have a kind of law in their hearts (Rom 2:14-15); it is the same picture as the 

Old Testament picture of the law "very near you; it is in your mouth, and in your heart" (Deut 30:14). It is 

practically equal to our word conscience. If this is its meaning here, James is saying that there is an 

instinctive knowledge of good and evil in a man's heart whose guidance we should at all times obey. 

(ii) It can mean inborn in the sense of implanted, as a seed is planted in the ground. In 4 Ezra 9:31 we read 

of God saying: "Behold, I sow my law in you, and you shall be glorified in it for ever." If James is using the 

word in this sense, the idea may well go back to the Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:1-8), which tells how the 

seed of the word is sown into the hearts of men. Through his prophets and his preachers, and above all 

through Jesus Christ, God sows his truth into the hearts of men and the man who is wise will receive it and 

welcome it. 

It may well be that we are not required to make a choice between these two meanings. It may well be that 

James is implying that knowledge of the true word of God comes to us from two sources, from the depths of 

our own being, and from the Spirit of God and the teaching of Christ and the preaching of men. From inside 

and from outside come voices telling us the right way; and the wise man will listen and obey. 

He will receive the word with gentleness. Gentleness is an attempt to translate the untranslatable word 

prautes (<G4240>). This is a great Greek word which has no precise English equivalent. Aristotle defined it 

as the mean between excessive anger and excessive angerlessness; it is the quality of the man whose 

feelings and emotions are under perfect control. Andronicus Rhodius, commenting on Aristotle, writes, 

"Prautes (<G4240>) is moderation in regard to anger...You might define prautes (<G4240>) as serenity and 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4507
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4509
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4050
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1721
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+2%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+30%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A1-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240
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the power, not to be lead away by emotion, but to control emotion as right reason dictates." The Platonic 

definitions say that prautes (<G4240>) is the regulation of the movement of the soul caused by anger. It is 

the temperament (krasis) of a soul in which everything is mixed in the right proportions. 

No one can ever find one English word to translate what is a one word summary of the truly teachable spirit. 

The teachable spirit is docile and tractable, and therefore humble enough to learn. The teachable spirit is 

without resentment and without anger and is, therefore, able to face the truth, even when it hurts and 

condemns. The teachable spirit is not blinded by its own overmastering prejudices but is clear-eyed to the 

truth. The teachable spirit is not seduced by laziness but is so self-controlled that it can willingly and 

faithfully accept the discipline of learning. Prautes (<G4240>) describes the perfect conquest and control of 

everything in a man's nature which would be a hindrance to his seeing, learning and obeying the truth.8 

 

 

                                                      
8 William Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The Teachable Spirit (Jas 1:21)". 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G4240

