
 

 

What are the signs? Part 1- Luke 21 

Pastor Larry 
 
 
 
 
Review: Sheep and Goats Judgment 

 
Matthew 25:32-33 (KJV)  
32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  
33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
 
 

 

 

 Signs- Luke 21 
 
 

A. Introduction- the Olivet Discourse is traditionally found in Matthew 24-25, 
Luke 21, and Mark 13. However, Luke’s account is technically not. 

 
1. Luke lays the foundation in chapter 19-His gospel is to the Gentiles and the church. 
 

Luke 19:41-44 (KJV)  
41  And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,  
42  Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.  
43  For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,  
44  And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.  

 
The destruction of 70 A.D. will happen because you don’t know your time of visitation. 
 

2. Why didn’t Jesus speak of the Rapture in the Olivet Discourse? He does in Luke’s account. 
 

From Dr. Stanley Ellisen- www.pre-trib.org:   
 
“Jesus Describes His Coming In Two Different Ways (Matt 24, Jn 14) 
 
The Lord gave two prophetic addresses to the twelve disciples before His departure, 
preparing them for His coming absence. One was the Olivet Discourse on Wednesday; the 

http://www.pre-trib.org/
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other, the Upper Room Discourse on Thursday. Though both speak of His coming again, 
they appear to speak of two entirely different events. The first discourse was given in 
answer to the disciples' question as to when He would return to fulfill His program with 
Israel (Matt. 23:39; Ps. 118:26), and what sign would announce His coming. In reply Jesus 
simply elaborated on Daniel's prophecy, declaring that the "abomination of desolation" 
will signal the beginning of the "great Tribulation," a period of intense distress for Israel. 
That sign will alert the nation to the time of His coming three and one-half years later. 
Following this final purge of Israel, Christ will return to judge the wicked and deliver the 
faithful. Far from giving up His covenant program for Israel, He assured them that He 
would come again with salvation and healing to regather the remnant for Millennial 
blessings (Matt. 24:31; Is. 27:13). 
 
The Upper Room Discourse, however, was entirely different, being a reply to Peter's 
question as to when they would follow Him to where He was going. His answer here 
sharply contrasts with the Olivet Discourse. Rather than portraying the extreme 
tribulations that will precede His coming to Israel, Jesus announced the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to teach and prepare them for service until He returns. At that time He will 
take them to the Father's house (John 14:1-3). 
Whereas the Olivet Discourse described His final coming to Israel to prepare the remnant 
for the Messianic kingdom, the Upper Room Discourse announced His coming to receive 
them to the Father's house. Two different groups are addressed, though He spoke to the 
same disciples. They first represented the faithful of Israel, a remnant of which would be 
on earth when He returned to set up His kingdom. But they also represented the new 
body of the Church who would be taught and empowered by the Holy Spirit till He comes 
to take them to the Father's house.” 1 

 

B. Parallels do not fit/ there are big differences- a third teaching? 
 
Matthew taught about the Jewish remnant to be saved. Luke, a Gentile who traveled with 
Paul probably saw Matthew’s notes and realized that he had put the two teachings (the one 
in the temple and the Olivet discourse) together as one, or figured Matthew saw them as 
similar and left out the temple teaching.  Or possibly, he had other accounts of this teaching 
and realized they were not included in what Matthew wrote. Luke went back to detail the 
future prophecied destruction at 70 A.D that Jesus taught while in the temple. It was written 
likely AD 58-67. This is because the church was in danger without this information of the 
destruction in the near future. It was 68-70 A.D. when this prophecy was fulfilled. 
 
KEY to Understanding: 
 

Luke’s teaching happened in the synagogue but Mark and Matthew’s on the Mount of Olives 
the same day. John’s teaching happened in the upper room. So there were actually three 
teachings. 

 

                                                      
1 Dr. Stanley Ellisen. (2017). The Apostasy As It Relates To The Lord’s Return.  2017 Pre-Trib Research Center. All rights 

reserved   http://www.pre-trib.org/data/pdf/Ellisen-TheApostasyAsItRelat.pdf 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:2e7b4df8937e4e2da45fa03c997050ea?art=a_dr.stanleyellisen&off=1775&ctx=is+established.%0a%0a1.+~Jesus+Describes+His+
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Luke 20:1 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the temple, and 
preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him with the elders,  
 

He was still in the temple when Luke’s teaching began. Luke’s teching is technically not the 
Olivet Discourse. It was before in the synagogue. 
 
Luke 21:1 (KJV)  
1  And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.  

 
Luke even went back at the end of this chapter to say “this was the teaching Jesus gave in the 
temple early in the morning that same day.” 
 
Luke 21:37-38 (KJV)  
37  And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in the 
mount that is called the mount of Olives.  
38  And all the people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him. 
 

Matthew and Luke’s discourses are to be studied as two separate teachings of Jesus. 
 

Chuck Missler states: 
“Since Matthew was skilled in shorthand, we tend to lean on his detailed rendering. And 
yet there seems to be a substantial disparity between his record and that of Luke’s. 
Numerous elements appear identical in both accounts, so it has been fashionable — for 
1700 years — to assume that they both deal with the same event. Attempts to 
“harmonize” them have continued to yield a treacherous minefield of confusion.” 
“Luke’s account focuses on a siege of Jerusalem that is substantially divergent from the 
Matthew account. It is the presumption that they are both dealing with the same event 
that is the source of misunderstandings”2 

 
Missler believes that they may be two different teachings by Jesus altogether and should be 
looked at separately.  
Many people have given up the Rapture teaching because of a misunderstanding of both of 
these discourses mixed together improperly as one teaching. 

 
C. Verse by verse- Luke does not teach the Tribulation period nor the prophecy of 

Daniel 9.  
 
He answers the question of when will Jerusalem will be destroyed. The answer- in 70 A.D., 
“When you see armies coming and surrounding Jerusalem.” This began in 68AD. 
 

Arno Gaebelein:  

“Luke’s account however differs in many ways from the account given of the prophetic Olivet 
discourse in Matthew and also that in Mark. Matthew gives the Olivet discourse in its 

                                                      
252  Chuck Missler- Article: ”Epistemology part 5: Resolving the Olivet Discourse”- 
http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580/  
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completest form. (See Matthew 24 and 25.) He reports what the Lord had to say concerning 
the end of the age, the great tribulation, which concerns the Jewish believers living at that 
time; then in three parables He revealed the moral conditions existing in Christendom and 
how He will deal with them and finally He revealed, as reported by Matthew, the judgment of 
the Gentile nations. The characteristic feature of Luke’s report is that he has little to say 
about the details of the end of the age, such as the great tribulation and what will take place 
during that period of time (Matthew 24:4–42). Instead of this he was led by the Spirit of God 
to record in the fullest way what our Lord had said concerning the fall of Jerusalem, the fate 
of Jerusalem, the dispersion of the nation and the duration of all this.3 
 

Luke 21:5-38 (KJV)  
5  And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said,  
6  As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.  
7  And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign will there be 
when these things shall come to pass?  
 

Here in Luke’s account they (some in the temple listening to him) were speaking of the 
temple, but in Matthew’s account the disciples (a small group) were outside looking at the 
temple. Some say Luke’s teaching could have been taught at another time altogether as 
Matthew’s and Mark’s. 
  

D. Jesus speaks briefly of the very end-time signs-From the present time to end 
the of Tribulation (proof is phrase-“signs from heaven”) See chart One 
 
Luke’s teaching jumps straight to the end of the Tribulation in verse 11, while the others are 
still on the “beginnings of sorrows.” The end is signified by signs from heaven. These 4 verses 
cover almost all of Matthews account through verse Matthew 24:30. See chart 2 by Missler 
showing the relation to Rev. 6. He speaks here of the end time deception which is a clue to 
the placement of these 4 verses being about the future Tribulation period. 

 
8  And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.  
9  But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come 
to pass; but the end is not by and by.  
10  Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:  
11  And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights 
and great signs shall there be from heaven.  

 
CHART 1 
They all start out alike: 
 

Mark 13:3–8 
3And as he sat upon the 

mount of Olives over 

Luke 21:7–11 
7And they asked him, 

saying, Master, but when 

Matthew 24:3–8 
3And as he sat upon the 

mount of Olives, the 

                                                      
3 Gaebelein, A. C. (2009). The annotated Bible: Matthew to The Acts (Vol. 6, pp. 165–166). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 

Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl61mt?ref=Bible.Lk21&off=438&ctx=+mite+is+prophetic.+~Luke%E2%80%99s+account+howev
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against the temple, Peter 

and James and John and 

Andrew asked him 

privately, 4Tell us, when 

shall these things be? and 

what shall be the sign when 

all these things shall be 

fulfilled? 5And Jesus 

answering them began to 

say, Take heed lest any 

man deceive you: 6For 

many shall come in my 

name, saying, I am Christ; 

and shall deceive many. 
7And when ye shall hear of 

wars and rumours of wars, 

be ye not troubled: for such 

things must needs be; but 

the end shall not be yet. 
8For nation shall rise 

against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom: 

and there shall be 

earthquakes in divers 

places, and there shall be 

famines and troubles: these 

are the beginnings of 

sorrows. 

 

shall these things be? and 

what sign will there be 

when these things shall 

come to pass?8And he said, 

Take heed that ye be not 

deceived: for many shall 

come in my name, saying, I 

am Christ; and the time 

draweth near: go ye not 

therefore after them. 9But 

when ye shall hear of wars 

and commotions, be not 

terrified: for these things 

must first come to pass; but 

the end is not by and 

by.10Then said he unto 

them, Nation shall rise 

against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom: 
11And great earthquakes 

shall be in divers places, 

and famines, and 

pestilences; and fearful 

sights and great signs shall 

there be from heaven.  

 

Luke 21:12 (KJV)  
12  But before all these, 
they shall lay their hands 
on you, and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the 
synagogues, and into 
prisons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for 
my name's sake. 

disciples came unto him 

privately, saying, Tell us, 

when shall these things be? 

and what shall be the sign 

of thy coming, and of the 

end of the world? 4And 

Jesus answered and said 

unto them, Take heed that 

no man deceive you. 5For 

many shall come in my 

name, saying, I am Christ; 

and shall deceive many. 
6And ye shall hear of wars 

and rumours of wars: see 

that ye be not troubled: for 

all these things must come 

to pass, but the end is not 

yet. 7For nation shall rise 

against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom: 

and there shall be famines, 

and pestilences, and 

earthquakes, in divers 

places. 8All these are the 

beginning of sorrows. 

 

 
 
 

Chart 2 (Chuck Missler) 
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According to the Jewish historian Josephus and others, only the Christians in mass heeded 
Jesus' words in 66 A.D.. “The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been 
commanded by a divine revelation, given to men of approved piety there before the war, 
removed from the city, and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella.”4 

 
 

E. Is this persecution of the disciples or Israel? Historically it’s true of the 1st 
century and forward/but could not refer to the beginning of the Tribulation, 
like in Matthew 24:9-13. 

 
The early church persecution is found in Acts- “Before all of these” came true. 

 
12  But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to 
the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake.  
13  And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 

 
In verse 12, “But before all these…” In context “before” means before two things: 1. The 
“beginning of sorrows” and 2. Before the heavenly signs. Which are the two parts of the 
Tribulation period. See chart 1 parallels. So Luke’s version is talking of a persecution that will 
take place before what Matthew and Mark’s gospels are talking about. Because there are 
similar events of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and during the future of the middle 
of the Tribulation period, people tend to run the verses in Matthew and Mark’s in together 
with Luke’s, as if they speak of one event. 
 

                                                      
4 Ecclesiastical History, tr. C. F. Crusè, 3d ed., in Greek Ecclesiastical Historians, 6 vols. (London: Samuel Bagster and Sons, 1842), p. 110 

(3:5). 
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Here’s an example in one published parallel book putting similar verses together but they are 
entirely different scenarios: Mark and Matthew’s are about the Jews and the Antichrist during 
the middle of the Tribulation, and Luke’s is speaking of 70 A.D. In both accounts Jesus said to 
flee from Jerusalem. 

 

THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION 

Mark 13:14 
14But when ye shall see the 

abomination of desolation, 

spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet, standing where it 

ought not, (let him that 

readeth understand,) then let 

them that be in Judaea flee to 

the mountains:  

 

Luke 21:20–21 
20And when ye shall see 

Jerusalem compassed with 

armies, then know that the 

desolation thereof is nigh. 
21Then let them which are in 

Judaea flee to the mountains; 

and let them which are in the 

midst of it depart out; and let 

not them that are in the 

countries enter thereinto.  

 

Matthew 24:15–16 
15When ye therefore shall see 

the abomination of 

desolation, spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, stand in 

the holy place, (whoso 

readeth, let him understand:) 
16Then let them which be in 

Judaea flee into the 

mountains: 5 

 

 
This wrong comparison here is not the same event. Obviously trying to Make Luke 21 entirely the 
same sermon and comparing statements is going to have problems and misinterpretations. Luke 
17:20-37 is more of a parallel to Matthew and Mark’s Olivet Discourse (see below). 
 

   

Mark 13:15–16 
15And let him that is on the 

housetop not go down into 

the house, neither enter 

therein, to take any thing out 

of his house: 16And let him 

that is in the field not turn 

back again for to take up his 

garment.  

 

Luke 17:31 
31In that day, he which 

shall be upon the 

housetop, and his stuff in 

the house, let him not 

come down to take it 

away: and he that is in the 

field, let him likewise not 

return back.  

 

Matthew 24:17–18 
17Let him which is on the 

housetop not come down to take 

any thing out of his house: 
18Neither let him which is in the 

field return back to take his 

clothes. 6 

 

 
Pre-70 A.D. events continued: Fulfilled by the Christian persecutions by Jews and Nero. 

 
14  Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer:  
15  For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay 
nor resist.  
16  And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of 

                                                      
5 Jackson, Jeffrey Glen. (2009). Synopsis of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
6 Jackson, Jeffrey Glen. (2009). Synopsis of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/synmtmklu?ref=Bible.Mk13.14
https://ref.ly/logosres/synmtmklu?art=sec.31.4&off=78&ctx=%0aMatthew+24:15%E2%80%9316%0a+%0a~Mark+13:15%E2%80%9316%0a+%0aLuke
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you shall they cause to be put to death.  
17  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake.  
18  But there shall not an hair of your head perish.  
19  In your patience possess ye your souls. 
 

Notice he said “not a hair” would perish, this is true of the Christians who got out before the 
destruction because of Luke’s writings. They were ready to go because when they saw the 
sign of the army’s compassing the city they left quickly. Only the Christians got out. The flight 
to Pella took place in A.D. 66 during the attack by Gallus.  
 

Broadman Commentary: “Before Jerusalem is completely sealed off by the besieging 
army, Christians are to flee the city. The fourth-century historian Eusebius tells that 
Christians were warned by a prophet to flee Jerusalem prior to its fall. Whatever may be 
the historical merit of that notice, we know that Jewish Christians did retreat to the city of 
Pella in Perea in time to avoid the fate of their fellow citizens who remained in the city.” 7 
 
Adam Clarke Commentary: A“[As] Vespasian was approaching with his army, all who 
believed in Christ left Jerusalem and fled to Pella, and other places beyond the river 
Jordan; and so they all marvellously escaped the general shipwreck of their country: not 
one of them perished.”8 

 

F. 70 A.D. clearly described and foretold- Jesus predicted the end of Israel as a 
nation. 
 
The “times of the Gentiles” Beginning at 70 A.D.? Probably not, but it last until the return of 
Christ- One of the purposes of the Tribulation period is to bring to an end the time of the 
Gentiles. 9  From 70 A.D. to 1948 Israel did not have Jerusalem. Actually not until 1967 did 
they truly take it back. 
 
20  And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation (LB-not 
Daniel’s abomination of desolation) thereof is nigh.  
21  Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of 
it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.  
22  For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.  
23  But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall 
be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people.  
24  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  

 
Vs 22- Finis Dake writes: “ [all things which are written may be fulfilled] All things that are 
written concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, not the complete fulfillment of all other 

                                                      
7 Clifton J Allen, Luke-John, (Nashville, Tennessee: WORDsearch, 1970), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 161. 
8 Clarke, Adam, The New Testament … with a Commentary and Critical Notes, 6 vols. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, n.d.), 

5:228–29. 
9 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 41). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
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prophecies.”10  
 
Daniel wrote about it happening in Daniel 9:26 “The people of the coming prince will destroy 
the city” (HCSB). Jerusalem will be droden down until the time of Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 

C. Missler- “It is important to note the details of the attacks of the Romans in 66–70 A.D. 
Vespasian and his son, Titus, were sent by Nero to make war with the Jews.11 However, the 
death of Nero delayed the siege, and subsequently Vespasian acceded to the throne of the 
empire and left his son Titus to complete the siege.12 Luke’s account had warned his 
listeners:”13 

 
Verse 24 forward looks to the very end of the Tribulation because from the 70 A.D. dispersion 
and destruction, Israel is out of Jerusalem and their country. Jesus wanted them to know all 
of this is because they didn’t recognize their time of visitation with Him. 

 
 

The times of the Gentiles and the fullness of the Gentiles: 
 

Romans 11:25-29 (KJV)  
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in.  
26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  
27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.  
28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the fathers' sakes.  
29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
 

1. Finis Dake believed that “the time of the Gentiles” started with the Egyptian bondage 
because of his theory of the eight kingdoms of Rev 17: 

 
“The times of the Gentiles will then end. These times refer to Israel's history from being a 
nation in Egypt to the Second Coming of Christ when she will be oppressed, more or less, 
by the Gentiles. It began with the Egyptian bondage, not with the overthrow of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar. This is clear from the fact that the Jews were oppressed under Egypt 
and Assyria more than 1,500 years, off and on, before Nebuchadnezzar. What would 
these oppressions be but "the times of the Gentiles?" Rev. 17:8-17 also proves that there 
have been and will be 8 great world empires oppressing Israel in the times of the 

                                                      
10 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 
King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Luke 
"Chapter 21". 
11 Josephus Flavius, The Wars of the Jews, Book 2, XXII 2ff. 
12 Ibid. Book 4, X 7ff. 
13 Chuck Missler- Article: ”Epistemology part 5: Resolving the Olivet Discourse”- 

http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580/ 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+17%3A8-17
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Gentiles.” See The Times of the Gentiles. 14 
 

2. Many others place it beginning with judgment of the Babylonian captivity: 
 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 
“The times of the Gentiles’ domination over Jerusalem actually began when the 
Babylonians took the city and the nation into Captivity in 586 B.C” 15 
 
D. J. Pentecost believed the same quoting Scofield below: 
“Christ also speaks of the “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21: 24), which are evidently to be 
distinguished from Jewish “times and seasons” (Acts 1: 7; 1 Thess. 5: 1). Likewise, He 
spoke of a hitherto unannounced period between His two advents and indicated its 
distinctive features (Matt. 13: 1-51), and predicted a yet future time of “great 
tribulation” and defined its character (Matt. 24: 9-31). There are “last days” for Israel 
(Isa. 2: 1-5) as well as “last days” for the Church (2 Tim. 3: 1-5).”16 
 
Walvoord: 
“In Luke 21: 24, Christ referred to the “times of the Gentiles” as continuing as long as 
Jerusalem is “trodden down of the Gentiles.” The reference in Luke is to the political 
domination of Jerusalem by Gentiles which began with the fall of Jerusalem at the time 
of the captivity and has continued to the present day.”17 18 
 
Remember Jerusalem at the time of Christ was already under the dominion of the 
Gentiles. In 70 A.D. Jerusalem was destroyed and rebuilt over hundreds of years later 
with the gentiles ruling it, until 1967 at the Six Day War when Israel recaptured the city.  
 
C.I. Scofield writes: 
“The Times of the Gentiles is that long period beginning with the Babylonian captivity of 
Judah, under Nebuchadnezzar, and to be brought to an end by the destruction of Gentile 
worldpower by the “stone cut out without hands” (Dan. 2: 34, 35, 44), i.e. the coming of 
the Lord in glory (Rev. 19: 11, 21), until which time Jerusalem is politically subject to 
Gentile rule (Luke 21: 24).”19 
 

3. The “fullness” of the Gentiles vs the “times” of the Gentiles 
 
Notice that Israel begins to turn to Jesus just after the Rapture of the church during the 
Tribulation period. According to Scripture here in verse 24 the “times of the Gentiles” 

                                                      
14 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: “Luke 21” 
15 Martin, John A. (1985). “Luke.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. Walvoord 

and R. B. Zuck. (Vol. 2. P.257). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
16 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 2460-2464). Grand Rapids, MI., 

Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
17 John F. Walvoord, “Israel’s Blindness,” Bibliotheca Sacra 102: 287-88, July, 1945. 
18 Pentecost, J. Dwight; (1958, 2001).Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 5695). Grand Rapids, MI., 

Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
19 C. I. Scofield, Reference Bible, p. 1345. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00156349#The Times of the Gentiles
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Lk21.20-24&off=352&ctx=+fulfilled+(v.+24).+~The+times+of+the+Gen
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finishes at the END of the Tribulation not the beginning.  Walvoord has taught that “the 
fullness of the Gentiles” spoken of in Romans 11:25 is possibly another period that ends at 
the Rapture with the age of grace ending at the beginning of the Tribulation period. For it 
is then that the “blindness” is removed from Israel and they begin to understand that 
Jesus is the Christ, gradually at first. 
 

Walvoord states that there is a difference: 
 

“…the expression “times of the Gentiles” has reference to political domination of 
Gentiles, while the expression “fulness of the Gentiles” has reference to Gentile 
blessing and opportunity in this present age. If this analysis is correct, the times of the 
Gentiles and the fulness of the Gentiles are two entirely different ideas. The times of 
the Gentiles began long before Christ and will continue until Christ returns to establish 
His kingdom. The fulness of the Gentiles began at Pentecost and will continue only as 
long as the present age of grace. From the standpoint of eschatology, the important 
point is that the fulness of the Gentiles will come to its close before the times of the 
Gentiles are run out… it seems clear that the fulness of the Gentiles will come abruptly 
to its close when the church is caught up to heaven.”20 

 
Romans 11:25 is the verse Walvoord is aluding to. This concept may be a stretch, and may be 
intertwined in the Baptist version of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit leaving the earth during the 
Tribulation. 
This could still refer to the end of the Tribulation when prophetically living Israel will see and 
trust in the Lord and be saved. 
 
The New American Commentary: “Luke omitted Mark 13:20; Matt 24:22 because the “elect” 
were not involved in Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70.” 21 

 
 
 

G. Luke now moves to the Tribulation period- The last days of the Tribulation 
period- Jesus parallels 70 A.D. with the Tribulation period.  
 
Remember whenever you see verses that mention the signs in the heavens like this, it is 
about the final days before Christ returns to the earth to return as king. These verses are now 
about the Tribulation period, and the final signs to proceed the Second Coming of Christ (Rev 
19). Notice Jesus says “they” here and not “you.” 
 
25  And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;  
26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.  
27  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  
 

                                                      
20 John F. Walvoord, “Israel’s Blindness,” Bibliotheca Sacra 102: 287-88, July, 1945. 
21 Stein, Robert H. Luke. Vol. 24. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992.  The New American Commentary. 
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H. A duel promise of redemption- Rapture and Return 
 

28  And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh.  
 

Missler: “Matthew’s account, written for the Jews, seems destined to be a survival handbook 
for those enduring the forthcoming unprecedented time.  Luke’s, on the other hand, written 
for the Gentiles, seems to totally ignore the Great Tribulation. In fact, it would seem that his 
readers shouldn’t be concerned:”22  

 
When “you” see these things begin to come to pass. Not “In the midst” of these things but 
“begin.” Jesus tells the church to look up. This is what we are doing, looking for the rapture. 
 

Expositor’s Bible: “Luke omits the saying about the gathering of the elect (cf. Matt 24:31; 
Mark 13:27), which might have followed v. 27. Instead he has Jesus’ words of encouragement 
in expectation of redemption (v. 28).”23 

 
This obviously is not about 70 A.D. but the end of times. Jesus did not return in 70 A.D. like 
the previous verses speak of. That is a future event. This appears to be a promise of rapture 
before the beginning of what he said would happen at the end of the Tribulation. At the 
beginning of these events called the Tribulation. The pre-Tribulation Rapture of the church. 
Keep in mind Luke’s gospel was primarily to Gentiles and not Jews.  
 
 
29  And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;  
30  When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at 
hand.  
 
 

I. The generation that sees these events will see His return 
 
31  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh 
at hand.  
32  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.  
33  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.  
 

Could this just possibly mean here that all of these events will happen in the same 
generation? No. These events altogether that Jesus mentions are for two different 
generations and time periods. Remember, Jesus turned a corner at verse 24 by now speaking 
of the final days just before his return and not 70 A.D. We cannot infer that the 70 A.D. 
generation would see all of this fulfilled. They certainly didn’t. Some actually believe that it 

                                                      
22 Missler, Dr. Chuck, May 2005 Personal Update News Journal. http://www.khouse.org/articles/2005/580/ 
23 Liefeld, Walter L. “Luke.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Vol. 8. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984. 1022.  
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spiritually happened; that Jesus spiritually returned in 70 A.D. They also believe that there is 
no future Tribulation (Amillinnialist). 
 
This statement is obviously about the end of days just before the Tribulation period and not 
70 A.D. because he had already started talking about that time period. Otherwise one would 
have to conclude that the Millennial kingdom started during the time just after 70 A.D. like 
the Amillennials suggest. The missing proof is that Jesus did not return physically to the earth 
to start the kingdom just after 70 A.D. None of the signs of verses 25-27 were fulfilled in 70 
A.D. This is still a future event for us.  
 

Three possible explanations: 
 

1. The generation that sees Israel becoming a nation again will see Christ’s return. 
 

2. The generation who sees the cosmological events will see Christ’s return. 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary:  
“The clause, this generation (genea) will certainly not pass away until all these things 
have happened, has caused much controversy. Some think Jesus was telling His disciples 
that their generation would see the destruction of the temple. That interpretation stems 
primarily from verses 5–7 in which the discussion pertained to the temple’s destruction. 
However, because of verse 31 (in which Jesus spoke of the coming of the kingdom of 
God), and because of Matthew 24:34, it seems preferable to say His words refer to the 
generation living at the time of the cosmological events that will just precede His Second 
Coming. That generation will actually see the founding of the kingdom of God—something 
every generation of Jewish citizens has longed for throughout the nation’s history.”24 

 
3. A third way to look at this is that Jesus is once again turning back to those he is speaking 

to and warning again of 70 A.D. which is the general context of Luke’s reason for putting 
this into Scripture.  

 
Chuck Missler believed it referred to the generation that was living then who saw the 
destruction of Jerusalem 38 years later, because he believed Luke is here teaching about 
the 70 A.D. destruction. So verses 31-33 is only about 70 A.D. 
 

#3 cannot be the explanation because in the following verses (34-38). Jesus again is 
speaking about the apocalyptical event at his physical return. Using phrases like “the 
whole earth,” and “to stand before the son of man,” prove this. The snare that is coming 
was speaking of His return and not 70 A.D. I would suggest #1 or #2. 

 
34  And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.  
35  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
 

                                                      
24 Martin, John A. “Luke.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. Ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. 

Zuck. Vol. 2. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985. 257–258.  
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J. A promise of pre-Trib. Rapture (to escape all these things) Remember Luke 
traveled with Paul and would of had to understood the mystery of the 
Rapture. 

 
36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.  
 
37  And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in the 
mount that is called the mount of Olives.  
38  And all the people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him.  

 

It says they would escape “all” of these things that would come to pass. Some would say this 
is to escape the 70 A.D. event but the words “and to stand before the son of man” prove this 
to be the pre-Tribulation catching away event called the Rapture. Those who escaped the 70 
A.D. event were not caught up to stand before Jesus in heaven. They continued to live their 
lives as believers on the earth. How exciting to see in Luke’s Gospel a promise of Rapture! 
Jesus did teach a hidden message of the rapture of the Church. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


