
What are the signs of the end?-2 
Matthew 24 & Luke 17- 6-13-21-Pastor Larry 

 
Review: 2 points 
1. When you see all these things happening at once- V.33, Luke 21:31 
2. Days of the Lord to come- Luke 17:22 

 
Simply put: There are no intervening events or signs that will precede the Rapture of the Church. 

 

John Walvoord- “No Intervening Events- The hope of the return of Christ to take the saints to 
heaven is presented in John 14 as an imminent hope. There is no teaching of any intervening 
event. The prospect of being taken to heaven at the coming of Christ is not qualified by 
description of any signs or prerequisite events.”1 

 
Finis Dake: “We may say, and be entirely scriptural, that while there are signs of the second 
advent, there are no signs of the Rapture. None of the signs and prophecies refered to in 
Scripture relate to the Rapture. There are no signs which must come to pass nor any 
prophecies which must be fulfilled before the Rapture. The Rapture could have taken place in 
the past (although it hasn’t yet), and it can take place at any time in the future, without a sign 
or prophecy having to be fulfilled.”2 
 

 

 Signs- Matthew 24 
Traditionally Matthew 24, Luke 21, and Mark 13 are called the Olivet Discourse. But they are two 
teachings. Matthew relates specifically for the Jews and the gospel to them. Luke to the Gentiles. 

 

KEY to Understanding: 
 

Luke’s teaching happened in the synagogue but Mark and Matthew’s on the Mount of Olives 
the same day- Luke 20:1, 37-38. John’s teaching happened in the upper room. So there were 
actually three teachings.  

 

Verse by verse of Matthew 24 
 
 
Matthew 24:1-51 (KJV)  
1  And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to 
shew him the buildings of the temple. 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p.73). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
2 Finis J. Dake, The Rapture of the Church, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "V. The Signs of the Rapture" p.10. 
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Illustration of Solomon’s temple during the time of Christ 

 
 
A reconstructed image of the Temple Mount in the time of the temple after the renovations of king Herod "the Great" © Eilat 
Mazar 

 
 

 

 Destruction of the temple foretold 
 

2  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.  
 

Arno Gaebelein- “The interpretation that all His predictions in verses 4–44 found their 
fulfillment during the siege of Jerusalem in the year 70 is totally wrong. The destruction of the 
temple is foretold by Him in verse 2 before the disciples asked the questions, which resulted 
in His discourse3” 

 

 

 Two Questions asked: When, and what Signs of thy coming at the end? 

 

3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  

 
 

 Birth pains- Pre-signs: Was this speaking of past history, now and/or the 1st 
half of the Tribulation period?: 7 signs 

 
1. Deceivers: 

 

                                                      
3 Gaebelein, A. C. (2009). The annotated Bible: Matthew to The Acts (Vol. 6, p. 50). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/annbbl61mt?ref=Bible.Mt24&off=1232&ctx=n+mentioned+by+Him.+~The+interpretation+t
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4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  
5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
 

This happened during Jesus’ day because they were looking for a messiah. It also 
happens today by folks saying, “I am anointed.” “Christ” literally means anointed one. 
This will also be a future event. Many will come to deceive the believers saying they are 
of Jesus and directly “anointed” by Him. 
 

2. Wars 
 
6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  
 
7  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  
8  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  
 

3. Nationalities against each other-racial turmoil 
4. Kingdoms against each other 
5. Famines 
6. Pestilences 
7. Earthquakes- The National Earthquake Information Center now locates about 

20,000 earthquakes around the globe each year, or approximately 55 per day. 
 

“There are 10 official wars and 8 active military conflicts recognized by the United 
States. There are also other violent conflicts involving 64 countries and 576 militias 
and separatist groups.”4 
“Twenty-eight countries are either involved in war or are experiencing armed conflicts 
within their borders.”5 

 
 

 Tribulation: Historical, first half, or the second half? 
 
9  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, (Gk- “Tribulation”) and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name's sake.  
10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  
11  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  
12  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  
 

1. Most pre-Trib. scholars believe first half- 6 I’m thinking this goes into the second half 
2. The promise to Israel: Romans 11:26 

 
13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
 

3. Preaching of the gospel of the kingdom for a witness will proceed the end also 

                                                      
4https://www.reference.com/government-politics/many-wars-going-world-right-now-ffd6236450ccb7ae 
5 https://www.reference.com/government-politics/countries-war-today-

3e6af7ed79601953?qo=contentSimilarQuestions 
66 https://www.pre-trib.org/articles/dr-thomas-ice/message/the-three-quarters-rapture-theory/read 
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14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.  

 

 
 The beginning of the end: Middle of the Tribulation 

 
Daniel’s prophecy: Daniel 9:24-27, 2 Thess. 2 

 
15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  
 
Daniel 9:24-27 (KJV)  
24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.  
25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  
26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people 
of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  
 

Daniel: After 69 weeks of years (483 years) - Messiah would come, the cross, 70 A.D. 
described, and the end of ancient Israel foretold: 
 

1. Messiah would come 
2. Jesus will be cut off 
3. The people of the prince will come destroy the city and the temple 
4. Desolations- Jerusalem destroyed 
5. Wars to come- last wars that ended the nation of Israel 

 

What happened to the 70th week? Then the last 7 years are mentioned. In the last Week of 
years, (7 years) a future prince the Antichrist is described, because this part had not 
happened yet. After 3 ½ years the antichrist will desecrate the holy place by entering into it 
and defiling it. 
 

27  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate. 
 

Jesus is pointing to these events happening in the middle of that week as a sign of the end. 
The last week is left to be fulfilled which is the future Tribulation period. In the middle of the 
week, Jerusalem will be sacked and Antichrist will desecrate the temple. 2 Thess. 2:3-8 
describes the Antichrist doing this in the future and Jesus will come shortly after. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (KJV)  
3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

Key 



5 
 

4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  

 
1. Antiochus Epiphanes did not fulfil this prophecy because that was a past event, but 

Jesus said to look for it to happen in the future. “When you see it happen” Jesus said. 
2. It was not fulfilled by Titus because he did not make a pact with them for 7 years 

confirming them. 
3. Jesus did not return to establish the physical reign after Titus in 70 A.D. as Daniel 

predicts. (9:24) 
4. Jesus says when you see what Daniel said in the future, flee the land and city, and know 

that I’m coming (This happens in the middle of the Tribulation). 
 
 

 The Jews should flee during the 2nd half of the Tribulation period 
 

16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  
17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  
18   Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  
19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  
20  But pray ye that your flight ( gr. escape by fleeing) be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath 
day:  
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.  
22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened.  
23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.  
24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.  
25  Behold, I have told you before.  
26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chambers; believe it not.  
 
 

 The last sign of the end of the dispensation/ His physical return 
 

27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.  
 

1. The forces of the Antichrist gathering at Megiddo 
 

28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  
 

2. Signs in the heavens-Specific to the Second Coming Day of the Lord, not 70 A.D.- Rev. 
16:13-16, Rev. 19:17-19 

 
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken:  
 



6 
 

Revelation 16:13-16 (KJV)  
13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  
14  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.  
15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he 
walk naked, and they see his shame.  
16  And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

 
 

3. The sign of the son of man-Jesus coming from above- Zech. 14:1-5, Rev. 19:11-16 
 

30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.  

 
 

Zechariah 14:1-5 (KJV)  
1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.  
2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the 
houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and 
the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.  
3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day 
of battle.  
4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on 
the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall 
remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.  
5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach 
unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.  
 

4. Living Israel will flee to the valley where they will accept Christ 
 

5. The regathering of living Israel for the last time: 
 

31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  
 

6. Old Testament Israel will resurrect at this time 

 
 

 A parable that relates to the question “WHEN is the end?” 
 
32  Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh:  
33  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 
 

We have traditionally taught that this happened in 1948 when Israel became a nation again. 
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1. Some believe the fig tree represents Jerusalem. In 1967 in the 6 day war Israel took 
back Jerusalem. In 2018 Jerusalem was officially recognized as the capital of Israel by 
the US. 

 
2. You can know the season is near 

 
 

3. When you see “all” these things. All this calamity will happen in ONE generation 
 

34  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.  
 

4. Another promise: The Bible will never cease to exist 
 

35  Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  
 

5. The day and hour no one knows 
 

36  But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only.  

 
 

 As the days of Noah were: Regular lifestyles and “knowing nothing” about His 
return and the flood took them all away to be destroyed. 

 
37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  
38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  
39  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.  
 

Noah knew it was coming. Life will still be going on just like in the days of Noah were. The 
point is to know the time is near and be waiting. The Day of the Lord will come like a flood. 

 
 

 Post Apocalypse events: Just after his coming 
 

1. Possible pre-trib. Rapture? “Then” could mean a Post trib. post appearing, gathering of 
Israel or catching away (Noah entering), and then probable a “taking” for judgment at 
the Sheep and Goats Judgment? 

 
40  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
41  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
42  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  
 

2. Now he says you know not the hour. You might know the day at this point. 
 

3. “Taken” away to judgment- The word means to “take charge of.”  Sheep and Goats 
 

Walvoord states:  
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“A careful study of the usage here, however, does not sustain this exegesis. The 
context is Jewish and does not refer to the church at all. The discussion is dealing with 
the end of the age, i.e., the entire interadvent age, not the church period as such. The 
terminus ad quem is the Second Coming, not the translation of the church. The Greek 
word paralambano is not specifically one describing a friendly relation. It is also used in 
John 19:16-17: “So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went 
out to The Place of the Skull.” This act of taking Jesus was certainly not a friendly 
association and compares to a taking in wrath. The act of taking away in Matthew 
24:41 is best interpreted as the same as in verse 39. In both, the one taken away is 
taken in judgment.”7 

 

4. Be ready and watch for the son of man comes like a thief- The second coming 
 

43  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief (Rev. 
16:14) would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken up.  
44  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.  
 
 

 The faithful and wise vs the evil servant: Sheep and Goats Judgment 
 
45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season?  
46  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.  
 
48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;  
49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;  
50  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he 
is not aware of,  
51  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

 
The evil servant: Says in his heart, ”my Lord delays His coming,” Smites his fellow servants, 
joins with the others. He is judged with the others at the Second Coming and at the Sheep 
and Goats Judgment of the Nations. 

 
 

 

 Luke 17- A demanded question of WHEN? By the Pharisees-  
 
Luke 17:20-37 (KJV)  
20  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he 
answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  
21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.  
 
 

                                                      
7 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 101). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 
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 The kingdom of God is around you already 
 

Dake: “[within] Greek: entos (GSN-<G1787>), in the midst, that is the King of the kingdom 
of heaven (which is the earthly aspect of the universal kingdom of God) is in the midst of 
you now, but you will not recognize Him.” 8 

 
22  And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.  
23  And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.  
 
 

 His glorious return 
 

24  For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the 
other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.  
 

1. The rejection of the Christ and crucifixion foretold 
 

25  But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.  
 

 

 The days of Noah: Keep in mind, Noah was saved-today-Rapture of church9 
 

26  And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  
27  They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.  
 
 

 The days of Lot- The same day Lot went out, speaks of a remnant 
 

28  Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded;  
29  But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all.  
30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. (LB- the apocalypse)  
 

 Day of the Lord-Day and night events: 
 

1. In that day-possibly when the Antichrist attempts to destroy Jerusalem once again or 
finally, just before Armageddon-Zech. 14 

 
31  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not 
come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  
32  Remember Lot's wife.  
33  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

                                                      
8 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Luke 

"Chapter 17". 
9 See “Two raptures” chart p.182 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1787
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preserve it.  
 

2. In that night- Armageddon and the Sheep and Goats Judgment 
 

34  I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left.  
35  Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
36  Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
 

3. Where are they taken? To be judged, then the heaps at Gehenna to burn- Isaiah 56:16-17 
 
37  And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever 
the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.  

 

Ezekiel 39:4 (KJV)  
4  Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is 
with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to 
be devoured. 

 

Ezekiel 39:17-21 (KJV)  
17  And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to 
every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my 
sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye 
may eat flesh, and drink blood.  
18  Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, 
of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan.  
19  And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I 
have sacrificed for you.  
20  Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all 
men of war, saith the Lord GOD.  
21  And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I 
have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. 
22  So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day and forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


