
 

 

Signs of the End 4-Matthew 25-The Sheep 

and Goats Judgment- Pastor Larry 
Review Luke 17 
Chronological Order 

 

 A demanded question of WHEN? By the Pharisees- Luke 17- Two Days 
 
Luke 17:20-37 (KJV)  
20  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he 
answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  
21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within (Gk. in the 
midst) you.  
 
 

 The kingdom of God is around you already, but there is a physical kingdom 
coming 

 

 Two future days of the son of man that the disciples will not see in their day 
 

22  And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.  
23  And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.  
 

These are not 70 AD because some of the disciples saw that day happen. These are the 
Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ at His revelation, on the day of the Lord. 
 

 His glorious return 
 

24  For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the 
other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.  
 

1. The rejection of the Christ and crucifixion foretold that would happen before these days. 
 

25  But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.  
 

 

 The days of Noah: Keep in mind, Noah entered the ark and was saved-This 
signifies the first day for us, the Rapture of church. But represents both days. 

 
26  And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  
27  They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.  
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What does that mean? There will be a gathering harvest on both days. An entering into the 
ark of safety on a particular day. 
 

 The days of Lot- The same day Lot went out, speaks of a remnant running from 
Jerusalem 

 
28  Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded;  
29  But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all.  
30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. (LB- the apocalypse)  
 

In Revelation Jerusalem is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt (Rev. 11:8) and the same day the 
final attack on Jerusalem (Isaiah 3-4, Zech. 12-14) they will rush out of the city. Vs 31-32 
 

 Day of the Lord-Day and night events: 
 

1. In that day-possibly when the Antichrist attempts to destroy Jerusalem once again or 
finally, just before Armageddon-Zech. 12-14 

 
31  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not 
come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  
32  Remember Lot's wife.  
33  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 
preserve it.  
 

2. In that night refers to darkness during the day- Final Jerusalem battle, Armageddon and 
the Sheep and Goats Judgment 

 
34  I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left.  
35  Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
36  Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
 

3. Where are they taken? To be judged, then the heaps at Gehenna to burn- Isaiah 56:16-17 
 
37  And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever 
the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.  

 

Ezekiel 39:4 (KJV)  
4  Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is 
with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to 
be devoured. 
Ezekiel 39:17-21 (KJV)  
17  And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to 
every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my 
sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye 
may eat flesh, and drink blood.  
18  Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, 
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of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan.  
19  And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I 
have sacrificed for you.  
20  Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all 
men of war, saith the Lord GOD.  
21  And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I 
have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. 
22  So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day and forward. 

 
The Kidron Valley- Gehenna- Source: httpsgnhre.org20190603a-breathtaking-view-of-the-kidron-valley 
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 After the Rapture and the Tribulation period: The Judgment of the Nations- 
Matthew 25-The Sheep and Goats Judgment described by Jesus after Matthew 24. 
  
 

A. 10 Virgins- Vs 1-13- One group makes it and another does not, refers to Jews in 
the Tribulation. 

 
 

B. Talents: The Lord’s goods- Vs 14-30 also refers to servants here during the 
Tribulation period-See Luke 19:11-27 “Pounds.” 

 
 

C. Vs 31-46 The Judgment of the Nations (“Gentiles”-called the “Sheep and Goats 
Judgment.”  

 
Matthew 25:31-46 (KJV)  
31  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory:  
 

1. All nations gathered: Four parties represented here: King, sheep, goats, brethren 

 

32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  
33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  
34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  
 

 

2. It will be based off of how one has treated Christ’s “brethren” 

 

35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in:  
36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  
37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 
thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  
38   When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  
39   Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  
40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  
41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  
42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  
43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and 
ye visited me not.  
44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  
45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
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the least of these, ye did it not to me.  
Judgment of the king before the Millennium: 
46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.  

 

3. Judgment of the King before the Millennium period 
 

The sheep appear at this Judgment as the rest of the living who helped Christians and Jews 
during the Tribulation period from all over the world. The goats are the ones who refused 
to help them. The Brethren are the remnant of Israel and the saints in the Tribulation at 
different points being persecuted. 

 
 

4. The 75 Day interval- A period of time between the Day of the Lord (Revelation of Jesus) 
and the 1000 reign.  

 
Daniel 12:11-12 (KJV)  
11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.  
12  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
days. 

  
Dr Daniel Woodhead: “The Millennium (also called the Theocratic Kingdom, or the 
Messianic Kingdom) does not start right away at the close of the Great Tribulation. 
Scripture tells us that the duration of the first half of the Great Tribulation is 1,260 days (3 
½ years). This is the length of the time between two significant events. They are the signing 
of the covenant with Israel by the Antichrist, initiating the Great Tribulation, and the 
Abomination of Desolation being set up in the Temple, which is the mid point event. 
Scripture also tells us that the last half of the Tribulation will be 1,260 days counting from 
the Abomination of Desolation to the demise of the Antichrist. These two sets of 3 ½ years 
each equal a total of seven years. When comparing several Scripture passages, that 
reference the Great Tribulation’s duration, another specific time interval is noted. This is a 
seventy-five day interval at the end of the Great Tribulation and prior to the establishment 
of the Messianic Kingdom. The interval is described in Daniel, and the differences in 
numbers are intentional, they are not scribal error: 

Daniel 12:11-12  
“11And from the time that the continual burnt-offering shall be taken away, and the 
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand and two hundred 
and ninety days [1290]. 12Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days [1335].” (KJV, brackets added) 
 

The Daniel passage gives us two additional figures. The first is 1,290 days, or an additional 
thirty days (1260 days is 3 ½ years-Dan.12:6), during which time the Abomination of 
Desolation will remain in the temple before it is removed. The second figure is 1,335 days, 
which is another 45 days beyond the 1,290 and 75 days beyond the 1,260 days. A special 
blessing is pronounced upon those who survive to the 1,335th day. The blessing is, for 
those who survive, to be able to enter into the Messianic Kingdom. Many will not make it 
that far, even though they made it to the end of the Tribulation.“ See footnote 230 below. 
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Dake gives this list of events that will take place during the 75 days: 

 
1. The battle of Armageddon (Joel 3; Zech. 14; Rev. 19:11-21)  
  

2. Burial of the dead begun (Ezek. 39:8-22)  
  

3. Great earthquake and splitting of the Mt. of Olives (Zech. 14:1-5)  
  

4. Rounding up of the prisoners of the armies of Antichrist and disposition of them 
(Ezek. 39:2)  
  

5. Rounding up and casting of Satan and every demon and fallen angel into the abyss 
(Isa. 24:21-22; Rev. 20:1-3)  
  

6. Gathering of Israel by the angels (Isa. 11:10-12; Mt. 24:31)  
  

7. Gathering of the nations to judgment (Mt. 25:31-46)  
  

8. Separation of the tares and wheat (Mt. 13:39-50)  
  

9. Cleansing Jerusalem and beginning its rebuilding for the eternal kingdom (Ezek. 48)  
  

10. Rounding up of all beast worshipers and all who have the mark of the beast to be 
sent to hell (Rev. 14:9-11)  
  

11. Erection of the Millennial temple (Ezek. 40-46; Zech. 6:12-13)  
  

12. Sending out the resurrected saints as the new earth rulers to take over every 
inhabited part of the earth (Dan. 7:18,27; 1Cor. 6:2; Rev. 5:10; 11:15; 22:4-5)  
  

13. Sending out missionaries from Jerusalem to evangelize the nations (Isa. 2:2-4; 11:9; 
52:7; Zech. 8:23)  
  

14. Establishing government offices in every part of the earth and publishing the new 
laws of the kingdom of heaven on earth (Isa. 2:2-4)  
  

15. Division of the promised land into 12 strips and the settlement of the 12 tribes in 
their portions (Ezek. 48)  
  

16. Settling of the nations in their own portions of the earth (Dt. 32:8; Acts 17:26)  
  

17. Opening of the earth and starting of the Millennial river (Ezek. 47)  
  

18. All necessary work in making the deserts blossom as a rose, waters to spring forth in 
the deserts, changing the animals, regulating the solar system as it was before the fall, 
and many other events that will continue throughout the Millennium and new earth 
forever, as listed in Fifty Facts about the Millennium.1  

 

Dr Daniel Woodhead gives a short list: 

                                                      
1 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Daniel 

"Chapter 12". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Joel+3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A11-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+39%3A8-22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+14%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+39%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+24%3A21-22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+11%3A10-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A31
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A31-46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A39-50
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+48
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+14%3A9-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+40-46
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+6%3A12-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+6%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+5%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A4-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+2%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+11%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+52%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+8%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+2%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+48
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+32%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+17%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+47
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00225010#Fifty Facts about the Millennium
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“There are nine events that occur during this 75-day period are: 

 The removal of the Abomination of Desolation from the temple. 

 The final destination of the Antichrist. 

 The final destination of the False Prophet. 

 The binding of Satan. 

 The judgment of the Gentiles. 

 The resurrection of the Old Testament Saints. 

 The resurrection of the Tribulation Saints. 

 The Marriage Feast of the Lamb (this is the formal start of the Millennium)”2 

 
              
Illustration from Charting the End Times by Tim Lahaye 
and Thomas Ice-Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, 
OR. P.673 

 

 

                                                      
2 Woodhead, Dr Daniel, The seventy five day interval,, http://doctorwoodhead.com/the-seventy-five-day-interval/ 
3 Lahaye, Tim and Thomas Ice. Charting the End Times. (P.67). Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, OR.  



 

 
The sheep and goats Judgment or the Judgment of the Nations- Matthew 25:31-46 
needs to be discussed more 

 
Does Jesus kill all sinners who have not accepted him at this time? 

 
The judgment of the living nations (gentiles) and the judgment of Israel’s living as it relates to 
translations at the end needs to be also considered. Walvoord believes that there are no translations 
at the end of the Tribulation period. He says if there was a translation/rapture at the end, then the 
Judgment of the Nations would not need to happen where Christ separates the sheep from the 
goats. He says: 

 

“If the translation took place in connection with the Second Coming to the earth, there would 
be no need of separating the sheep from the goats at a subsequent judgment, but the 
separation would have taken place in the very act of the translation of the believers before 
Christ actually sets up His throne on earth (Matt. 25:31).”4 

 
He definitely has a good point here. Maybe the separation of “sheep” are not the “born again” but 

good people (sheep) who helped Israel and deserve to go into the Millennial now to follow Christ. If 

this is true then there could be another rapture/translation of born again believers who make it 

through the Tribulation period at the end. Does every unbeliever have to die at this point, or will 

some be allowed to accept Christ rule over them by finally believing in Him? Much like the remnant 

of Jews who finally believe and are saved according to Zechariah 12:10-13:1. If he saves them at the 

last minute, why can’t He save others also? Another suggestion is that the translation/rapture at the 

end would be the first act of that judgment of separating the wheat and chaff and the sheep and 

goats.  

The difference is that those who believe before He appears on the earth will possibly be translated 

and those who believe on Him after He returns will go into the Millennial in physical bodies. 

What about the children of those judged at Armageddon? According to Joel 3 they will become 

servants to others, and by default have to enter the 1000 years unless its only for a short period of 

time before (Joel 3:1-8). Here’s another bizarre question: If children are born during the Millennium 

where will they be judged? The answer has to be during the millennium. Because it seems only the 

dead appear at the great white throne judgment. 

 

The Judgment of the Nations 
 
Now let’s take a closer look at Matthew’s account of the Judgment of the Nations or the Sheep 
and Goats Judgment: Remember this is not a parable. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 (KJV)  
31  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory:  
32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 

                                                      
4 Walvoord, John F. (1979). The Rapture Question-revised and enlarged (p. 274). Grand Rapids MI. Zondervan. 

KEY

: 
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shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  
33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  
34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  
35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in:  
36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  
37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? 
or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  
38   When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  
39   Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  
40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  
41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  
42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  
43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not.  
44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  
45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these, ye did it not to me.  
46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.  

 
This is Jesus describing a judgment that will occur after he has come to the Earth in all of His glory 
and judges the “nations” from a throne of glory. This is not the Judgment of Israel, but of the rest 
of the living people on the earth who are comprised of some “righteous” sheep and some wicked 
goats. The other group mentioned is the “My brethren.” The sheep and goats seem to be judged 
on how they, the nations or peoples have treated Christ’s “brethren” during the last years of the 
Tribulation period. His brethren could mean both Israel and Tribulation believers (Rev. 12:17).  

 

“The sheep and the goats will not express surprise because they anticipated a different fate. 
They will express surprise because of the evidence by which Jesus will judge their condition, 
namely their treatment of His brethren.”— Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible- Matthew 
25:31 

 
Living Israel seems to have already been finally judged at Christ’s return in the “wilderness of 
people” and afterwards as they are gathered in. But this judgment is a separate judgment of all 
the living left at the end of Armageddon. Or as this possibly takes place beginning on the same 
day it may look like one judgment. One would think that the Judgment of the Nations would last 
much more than a day, and it does. Below in Jeremiah 25 he predicts the 70 years in Babylon and 
how God would punish that nation and other nations in the future because of how the treated 
the nation of Israel. It begins with Jerusalem being judged then after Armageddon, there will be 
judgment throughout all the Earth. 

 
Jeremiah 25:14; 29-34 (KJV)  
14  For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense 
them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands. 29  For, lo, I begin to 
bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not 
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be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of 
hosts… 
  
30  Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar 
from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; 
he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth.  
31  A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LORD.  
32  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great 
whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.  
33  And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end 
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the 
ground.  
34  Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the 
days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant 
vessel.  

 
Micah describes that day a little more descriptive dipicting Israel taking part in it. (This is after 
Christ comes, mentioned in verse 2 and during the time of future travail and birth of Israel.) Israel 
is like a young lion among “flocks of sheep.” He says here the “days of your slaughter” and not 
“day.” So this is referring to the judgment of the nations and not the day of the Lord. 

 
Micah 5:7-15 (KJV)  
7  And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the 
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.  
8  And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion 
among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, 
both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver.  
9  Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off.  
10  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst 
of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots:  
11  And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds:  
12  And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers:  
13  Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou 
shalt no more worship the work of thine hands.  
14  And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities.  
15  And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard. 

 

Zechariah describes it this way: (Read the whole chapter). Here Jerusalem is taken a second time. 

Zechariah 14:1-9 (KJV)  
1  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.  
2  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of 
the people shall not be cut off from the city.  
3  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle.  
4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the 
west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south.  
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5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 
Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.  
6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:  
7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to 
pass, that at evening time it shall be light.  
8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the 
former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.  
9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name 
one.  

 

The word “sheep” in Matthew 25:32-33 does not necessarily mean Israel. Many righteous and 
unrighteous are still left alive after the Tribulation ends. Many others on the Earth will still be 
alive and will need to be judged before the Millennial reign begins. The unrighteous will die that 
day and their bodies will be thrown on the heaps of bodies to be burnt after Armageddon. Vs. 41 
states their spirits will go to hell. All of the unrighteous seem to die here but who makes up the 
“righteous” group? Here is another set of verses about the parable of the weeds or tares that 
explain this period of time: 

 

Children of the kingdom- The wicked are taken to be burned- 
 
Matthew 13:37-43 (KJV)  
37  He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;  
38   The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one;  
39   The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are 
the angels.  
40  As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  
41  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity;  
42  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  
43  Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

 
After all these Scriptures it does seem to conclude that there is at least a group called the  
“righteous” peoples of the nations at the end of the Tribulation period, that have not been 
“translated” or raptured up. But this does not mean that the saved or “born again” of Israel will 
not be possibly translated before the Day of the Lord.  
 
Remember this group deemed “righteous” would have to be a number of “good” people who 
survived the Tribulation and are physically alive. They have not received the mark of the beast 
and did nothing to hurt Christians or Israel. They come after any possible catchings away of saints 
raptured out of the earth. This may include possibly later, another catching away just prior to 
Armageddon where Jesus reaps another kind of fruit out of the earth (Rev 14-the final harvest). 
That group should include all those born again at that point including Jews. These people who are 
left on earth are alive and not born again after Armageddon. There will still be millions of them. 
 
Maybe those who are being judged at the Sheep and Goats Judgment are just good people who 
helped Israel and the Tribulation Christians, and who will later populate the Millennial with the 



Rapture of the Church- Larry Booth                                                      Chp 22- Signs? Matt. 24-25, Luke 17 
 

12 
 

living remnant of Israel who are saved by seeing Jesus on that day, but will not be translated into 
supernatural bodies. All of those who are left on the Earth must be judged in order to go into the 
Millennium reign. Of course like the remnant they must believe to enter in at this point. 
 
 

Israel’s new covenant 
 
So the judgment of the living of Israel includes the Tribulation period and culminates on the day 
they see Jesus in the wilderness and finalizes with the Apostles sitting on thrones over them as 
they go into the Millennium period. And the Sheep and Goats Judgment is primarily for the rest 
of the world. According to Jeremiah 31 those left alive in Israel receive the “born again” 
experience like the church does prior. They become part of the new covenant. (Ezek. 37:14, Jer. 
31:31-34, Heb. 8:6-13). Some try to say that this experience is not like the church’s “born again” 
experience, but the language in Jeremiah seems to differ. 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (KJV)  
31  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah:  
32  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD:  
33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the 
LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  
34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 

 
Obviously these verses are about Israel’s future salvation and acceptance of Jesus. It is the same 
salvation and New Covenant that Christians now receive. The gospel will not have to be preached 
during the Millennial reign because everyone will know Jesus in the Earth.  

 
 

Why are the living remnant of Israel not translated? 
 
A good question here is: why shouldn’t there be a translation of those left alive of Israel also? If 
there isn’t a translation for them, then those who are resurrected will be much different than the 
living ones on the Earth at that time, which seems to be the case. Isaiah seems to say that they do 
not get translated. Isaiah 65 speaks of the “seed of the blessed of the Lord” living long lives if 
they do not sin during the Millennial, and plant and harvest and work during that time. Verse 23 
says they will also bear offspring. So someone born after Christ’s 2nd coming will die a natural 
death if he sins. He will be considered as a child in age even at 100 years old. 
 

Isaiah 65:19-23 (KJV)  
19  And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying.  
20  There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for 
the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 
accursed.  
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21  And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
them.  
22  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of 
a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  
23  They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of 
the LORD, and their offspring with them. 

 
If all of living Israel is translated at the end, then who is Isaiah talking about here? Translated 
people don’t have children. Remember Zachariah says all the living remnant will be saved by 
seeing Christ on that day.  
 
Who are the sheep and goats if there is a rapture just before Armageddon? Mark Hitchcock 
makes a valid point about a post-Tribulation only viewpoint: 
 

“Think about it. If the Rapture happens in conjunction with the Second Advent, as post-
Tribulationists say, and all living believers are caught up to heaven to meet Jesus and escort 
Him back to earth, then who are the sheep on earth when Jesus arrives? Everyone left on 
earth would be goats. There wouldn't be any sheep. They would have all just been raptured. 
To state it another way, how would both saved and unsaved, still in their natural bodies, be 
separated in judgment right after the Second Coming, if all living believers are caught up at 
that Second Coming?”5 

 
There is a flaw in this scenario that leaves out the final harvest in Revelation 14:14-16. What is 
the final harvest that Jesus reaps, if it is not the saved born again Tribulation saints (including 
some Israelites) at the end of the Tribulation who are made ready for the wedding? If this is true, 
then the Sheep and Goats Judgment of the Nations (Matthew 25) is not a judgment for those 
who are born again believers, but a judgment based on how one has treated Christians and Jews, 
and if one is worthy to enter into the Millennial. 
 
Dake: 

“The reason and basis of the Judgment of the Nations. God will curse or bless according to 
how men have dealt with Israel. He will forever respect and fulfill the Abrahamic covenant 
(Gen. 12:1-3).”6 
 

Who then are the sheep left in Matthew 25? 
 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (KJV)  
31  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory:  
32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  
33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  

                                                      
5 Hitchcock, Mark. (2005). Could the Rapture Happen Today? (p. 111). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
6 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or 

King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: Matthew 

"Chapter 25". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+12%3A1-3
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34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  
 
40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it  
 

45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these, ye did it not to me.  
46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.  

 
The people who helped the Jewish remnant and Christians survive and those willing to believe in 
Christ as king of the earth. What makes them a “sheep” is this: They are the ones who gave food, 
drink, took in and clothed, visited when sick and in in prison, those Jesus calls “my brethren.” 
These people are deemed “righteous” by what they have done to God’s people during the 
Tribulation period. It doesn’t even say they are believers.  
Will Jesus judge and kill all the unsaved in the earth at this point? If you agree with Mark 
Hitchcock’s statement above then that’s possibly what you believe. And if Jesus kills all the 
unbelievers left on the earth at this time then you will have to believe that 1000 years later some 
of those who attack the throne are ones who have lost their salvation.  
 
Jesus does however deal with the ungodly and His enemies. We see this in His story about the 
Nobleman in Luke 19 and other end-time parable that relate to His return to the earth. Notice 
the reaction of the ruler: 
 

Luke 19:26-27 (KJV)  
26  For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, 
even that he hath shall be taken away from him.  
27  But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay 
them before me. 

 
Luke 17:30-37 (KJV)  
 
30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  
31  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come 
down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  
32  Remember Lot's wife.  
33  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve 
it.  
34  I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left.  
35  Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
36  Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  
37  And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the 
body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.  

 
H.A. Ironside states: “In Luke 17:34-37 when the Pharisees asked “When would the Kingdom 
come?” Jesus tells of a time when- “One will be taken and one left” in that day when He is 
revealed, and he is referring to the Sheep and Goats Judgment or at least the battle casualties 
before that here, and not the Rapture. “Where are they taken?” they ask, and the reply is to the 
pile of dead bodies outside Jerusalem where the eagles gather to eat their flesh. Obviously many 
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will die that day.” For great comments on this chapter see “ADDRESS SIXTY-Christ’s second advent” 
In Addresses on the Gospel of Luke by H.A. Ironside7 
 

These sheep may be believers and goats unbelievers, but not “born again” believers.  Jesus will 
deem worthy those who should enter the Millennium in natural bodies and populate it. It’s easy 
to be a believer at this point because Jesus is standing before you, but to be born again is a 
different experience. Because they are born again all of Christ’s church have glorified bodies by 
this point including ALL the Tribulation saints. Any person who is saved/born again during the 
Tribulation period whether Jew or gentile will experience in the final harvest either a resurrection 
or a translation, to be a part of the great marriage feast of the Lamb in Revelation 19.   
 
The remnant of Israel will believe and be saved on that day but after His return, so they are 
treated in a different manner. This is why they enter the Millennium in natural bodies. This is 
illustrated in the living surviving remnant of Jews 1/3 who survive and are saved believers 
according to Zachariah chapters 12-13, but enter the Millennium in natural bodies according to 
Isaiah 69:19-23. Even, from out of this group Jesus removes the rebellious. 

 
Are the remnant “Born Again”? 

 
This marks a big distinction in thought here. If one is “born again” during the Tribulation period 
he will eventually be “harvested” out of the earth and be translated. But there is a Jewish group 
after Christ returns and they see Him, who will be saved at that time (born again) and will enter 
the Millennial reign, and be separated out with the sheep and goats.  They are born again 
according to Jer. 31:31-34. They are first of all the remnant of Israel who look on Christ and 
believe on that day He returns, and called by Jesus, “my brethren.”  
 

John 6:39-40 (KJV)  
39  And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day 40  And this is the will of him that sent me, that 
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 

 
Secondly, the sheep are those out of all the nations of the Earth who are deemed worthy to enter 
the Millennium with Christ but were probably not born again before that event. Why have they 
not been given translated bodies? Mainly because they have not been “born again” prior to His 
return. How could they have outwardly what they have not experienced spiritually inwardly?  
 
However they get to enter in. The goats are sent to their death.  

 
The Scriptures portray in Zechariah 12-13, Jeremiah 31:31-34, and Romans 11 that at some point 
the remnant of Israel are “born again” to then enter the kingdom. Remember these verses? 
 

John 3:5 (KJV)  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

 

                                                      
7 Ironside, H. A. (1947)  Addresses on the Gospel of Luke. (P. 542). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1947.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/ironside63lu?ref=Bible.Lk17.20-37
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This also explains why a great multitude of them later, possibly their children at the end of the 
thousand years when Satan is loosed for one last time, defects and are deceived to try to rush 
against Christ and Mount Zion and over throw Him. If they were translated they could not do this. 
It is not those who have been translated into supernatural bodies who do this, but those who are 
living in natural bodies who do this great evil in the future. These are not the remnant who do 
this but the offspring of all those allowed to enter the kingdom in natural bodies. 
 

Revelation 20:7-10 (KJV)  
7  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,  
8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  
9  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and 
the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.  
10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

 
The wheat and tares 

 
According to the parable of the wheat and tares there will be an end time harvest where bad and 
good grow together until the very end and then there is a final harvest (John 3:12). 
 

Matthew 13:30 (KJV)  
30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn. 

 
Jesus, I believe, rescues from immediate danger of the Antichrist, local living Israelis near Bozrah, 
then in Jerusalem (Zech. 12:7-8, Ezek. 20:35, John 6:40) and upon the mountains (Ezek. 37:22). 
Previous to this it says he removes the rebel from their midst (Ezek. 20:35-38, this could also be 
referring to the time during and after the Tribulation period in which He purges out all the rebels or 
those who will not follow His command). The gathering by the angels of all the remnant in the earth 
is definitely after His appearing (Matthew 24:30-31 Isaiah 11). So, the point in time when He actually 
sees the entire group and saves them in His presence, is probably in Bozrah (Isaiah 63:1). He then will 
judge the nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat with all of His saints with Him: Joel 3:1-17; Zech. 14:5; 
Revelation 19. And finally separate the nations as sheep and goats and set up thrones of the Apostles 
and saints to judge Israel in other (All resurrected saints will have some part in the kingdom- Dan. 
7:18,27; 1Cor. 4:8; 6:2-3; Rom. 8:17; 2Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 20:4-6).  
 
Notice above that the wheat and tares representing two different kinds of people, which can only 
mean the saved and the lost, are growing together until the “harvest” during the Tribulation period. 
This is not the pre-Trib. Rapture nor the middle Rapture of the saved because in those departures the 
wicked are not dealt with like the tares are here. It has to be the end time “harvest” at the end that 
angels assist in reaping a final harvest from the Earth. The “wheat” are harvested and brought into 
His “barn,” and the “tares” are bundled to be burned. This happens after Jesus appears and 
precludes the sheep and goats judgment. 
 
(Reproduced in part from the book “The Future Raptures” by Pastor Larry Booth) 
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