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The Question of the “last” trump?- 2 Pastor Larry 
 

REVIEW: 

 Paul called the sounding of the Rapture trump the “last trump,” is this the 
same as the “seventh” trump in the book of Revelation? 
 
This point is made by mid and post Tribbers to say that the only rapture is either mid or post 
Tribulation and to confuse pre-Trib. proponents. If the last trump is the seventh trumpet 
blast in the book of Revelation, then they would be correct to say that the church will go 
through the Tribulation period or part of it. This argument is sometimes used by both mid 
and post proponents. Let’s take a closer look. 
 

A. There are four main Scripture references to “trumps”  
 

1. The Rapture of the church- 1 Thess. 4:16. Sounds like three noises or possibly one. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 (KJV)  
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
 

2. The Rapture of the church- 1 Cor. 15:52 
 

1 Corinthians 15:52 (KJV)  
52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 
3. The Trump after Christ appears at Armageddon- The gathering of Israel, the 

blowing of a trumpet by God in that day (See Isa. 27:13; Joel 2:1,15;). 
 
Matthew 24:29-31 (KJV)  
29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken:  
30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.  
31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 

4. The seventh trump during the Tribulation 
 

Revelation 11:15 (KJV)  
15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+27%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Joel+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Joel+2%3A15
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These all are three different trumps, for three different events.  

 
 
B. The first two verses are our standards for the future Rapture of the 

church. All agree on this point. Mid and post-Trib. try to make their 
theories fit these verses. We see these as the Pre-Tribulation Rapture of 
the church. 

 
Review: John 14:1 
 

John gives the placement of this blast at the beginning of the seven year Tribulation 
period.  

 
Revelation 4:1-2 (KJV)  
1  After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which 

I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I 

will shew thee things which must be hereafter.  
2  And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one 

sat on the throne.  

 
 

C. Matthew 24:29-31- The gathering of Israel- Another trump at the end. 
Here is the truest LAST trumpet, but there is no going to heaven here 
 

Jesus the Lord God will blow this trumpet. A loud sounding trumpet starts the angels 
to the gathering of Israel. This is the same trumpet as the one in Isaiah 27:13, and 
possibly correlates with Revelation 14. 
 
Isaiah 18:3 (KJV)  
3  All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up an 
ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. 

 

Why is this trump occurrence is not the Rapture of the church? 

 
Mark Hitchcock: “Simply because the trumpet in 1 Corinthians 15 is called the “last” 
trumpet does not mean that it is the last trumpet in God's whole prophetic program. 
The last trumpet that will sound in conjunction with the Rapture is the final trumpet of 
this age.”1 
 

                                                      
1 Hitchcock, Mark. Could the Rapture Happen Today? (p. 29). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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1. The Rapture trump finishes the program for the present church age or dispensation. 
There can be many “last” trumpets based off of this concept. Like at school there are 
many “last” bells all day long.  

 
2. If it were the last of a series then where are the rest of the trumpets mentioned in 1 

Thess. 4? The verse would have read much different like, “when all of the trumpets 
have sounded, then the last trump will sound.” 

 
3. If this is the Rapture mentioned in B above (the standard description), then where is 

the going to heaven? Jesus leaving and coming back we see, but a group going to 
heaven is not described here in Matthew’s trumpet occurrence. There’s no room for 
it. 

 
4. The gathering that happens in Matthew at the end of the Tribulation and after the 

trump has sounded, will take some time to do. It is not instantaneous like the other 
verses describe. 

 
Walvoord: “The saints on earth who greet Christ on that occasion remain on the 
earth, in the flesh, and enter the millennial kingdom as either redeemed Gentiles or 
redeemed Israel. By contrast, the redeemed of this present age are translated, 
changed, and caught up to glory.2 

 

5. While here, it is not called the last trump, this could be the last trump ever 
mentioned, and is definitely the last trump of the Tribulation period. This period is 
not the church age. These two last trumps cannot be matched as the same trump. 

 
6. If this is the Rapture at the end of the Tribulation, then who are those saints 

resurrected just days afterward who are dead? Why were they not resurrected? Rev. 
20:4 

 
Revelation 20:4 (KJV)  
4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 

                                                      
2 Walvoord. John (1955, 1977 eleventh edition). The return. (Under chaper 4). Zondervan Publishing House Grand Rapids MI. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pbb:397de4df30cb4c14914fc82bb5096aad?art=a_thewordofrevelationtothecorinthians&off=3676&ctx=ation+at+that+time.+~The+saints+on+earth+
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D. Revelation 11:15- A Tribulation trump- Is the seventh trumpet the only 
rapture, the Rapture of the church? If so, this would mean the church will 
go through the Tribulation. 

 
 

Revelation 11:15 (KJV)  
15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. 
 

1. Placement chronologically is either the middle or in the last part of the Tribulation 
after 6 major judgments at the beginning of the last woe and just before the last 
vials (bowls) are poured out. (See Dake quote below: he believes this happens at the 
middle and that this trump takes up the “man-child.”- This is definitely NOT 
Matthew’s 24:29-31 trumpet which happens after Christ appears. It is sometime 
before, even if only days. 

  
2. An angel blows this trumpet- It is after the second woe, beginning the final woe. It 

seems that this trumpet is blown to mark the last days of the Tribulation to finish 
everything. It marks the beginnings of the last judgments- Rev. 10:7, 11:14-15. 

 
3. In the days of the 7th Something special happens here- God’s hidden plan is 

completed or no longer delayed. 
 

Revelation 10:6-7 (HCSB)  
6  He swore an oath by the One who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what 
is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it: “There will no longer be an 
interval of time,  
7  but in the days of the sound of the seventh angel, when he will blow his trumpet, then 
God’s hidden plan will be completed, as He announced to His servants the prophets.” 

 

a. Time shall be no more (KJV), or “there is no time left, it’s done.” 
b. God’s hidden plan will be complete 
c. The plan was announced to practically all the prophets 
 



5 
 

William Barclay: “That is to say, time as we know it is about to be ended and 
eternity to begin. It is more likely that the meaning is that there is no time left, 
that there is to be no further delay, that Antichrist is about to burst upon the 
scene in all his destructive terror.”3 

 
 

2 Kings 17:23 (HCSB)  
23  Finally, the LORD removed Israel from His presence just as He had declared through all 
His servants the prophets. So Israel has been exiled to Assyria from their homeland until 
today. 

 
Could this be about Israel’s judgment that Daniel outlined, when finally they come 
back into God’s favor when the messiah rescues them?  Or, as Finis Dake tries to 
place this trumpet blast in the middle and suggests: that the hidden plan is the 
casting down of Satan found in the next chapter? 

 
Dake: “The mystery of God should be finished- This refers to the casting out of 
Satan:  
  

1. It is to be finished during the days of the 7th trumpet (Rev. 10:7).  
  

2. It has long been delayed (Rev. 10:6-7).  
  

3. It will be no longer delayed (Rev. 10:7).  
  

4. The casting out of Satan has been predicted since Adam's day (Rev. 10:7; 12:7-
12; Gen. 3:15; Isa. 24:21; 25:7; 27:1).  
  

5. It is one of the 3 woes announced by the angel in Rev. 8:13 (Rev. 12:12).  
  

6. The casting out of Satan is the only event of the 7th trumpet that is necessary 
before the kingdoms of this world can become those of God and Christ, as 
announced in Rev. 11:15. It is the only event that fulfills the details above.” 4 

 
Isaiah 24:21 (HCSB)  
21  On that day the LORD will punish the host of heaven above and kings 
of the earth below.  

 
Revelation 12:9 (KJV)  
9  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 
 

4. The kingdoms of the world and reign of Christ are announced to be the Lord’s. The 
last trumpet it seems includes all the next vials judgments. The end of the end. 

                                                      
3 William Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "The Divine Announcement 

of the End (Rev 10:5-7)". 

4 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized or King 

James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 10". 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A6-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A7-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A7-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+3%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+24%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+25%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+27%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+8%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A15
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Walvoord: “The question that remains, however, is how can the kingdoms of the 
world become at this point the kingdoms of Christ when, as a matter of fact, the 
seven vials seemingly are still to be poured out?9 The answer as indicated 
previously seems to be that just as the seven trumpets are comprehended in the 
seventh seal so the seven vials are comprehended in the seventh trumpet. The 
process of destruction of earthly power is therefore already under way.10  5 

 
5. The six statements of the elders- after the trumpet is blown- Rev. 11:16-18 

 
a. Thanks to God for using His power.  

  

b. The nations are angry.  
  

c. The time of God's wrath is come.  
  

d. The time to judge the dead saints. (O.T. righteous) Daniel 12:1-3 
  

e. The time to give rewards to the saints- (sheep and goats) Mt. 16:27.  
  

f. The time to destroy those who would destroy the earth- Mt. 25:31-46 
 

6. The temple opens, the ark is seen, lightenings, voices, thunderings, an earthquake 

and great hail. 

 
7. There is no positive proof that a rapture happens with this trump. We leave room for 

other catching aways, but this trumpet seems to be for other reasons. Could a 

catching aways be happening during these proceedings? Yes of course. If this 

happens at the middle of Trib., then this trump does take out the “man-child.”  

 
8. However, another theory exist that this trump is at the end of the Tribulation when 

the two witnesses are called up and all the remaining living saints with them. A final 

rapture. This is NOT the last trump by Jesus that resurrects Israel after He is seen. 

Matt 24:31. 

 

KEY: This would mean that Revelation Chapter 11 is a view of the whole seven years 

for Israel, and not just a precursor to chapter 12 (as Dake tries to teach), which is 

                                                      
9.  Tacy W. Atkinson like Scofield begins the great tribulation with the seventh trumpet but like most others offers no evidence 

whatever for this conclusion (A Guide to the Study of Revelation, p. 44). 
10 Norman B. Harrison identifies the seventh trumpet with the last trump, that is, the rapture, anticipated in the rapture of the 

two witnesses in 11:12. He holds that the rapture occurs three and one-half years before the coming of Christ in Revelation 19. 

This viewpoint confuses the trumps of judgment of the angels with the trump calling for the resurrection and rapture of the 

church. It further requires that there be no wrath prior to the seventh trumpet which is contradicted by Revelation 6:17 as well 

as the content of the preceding sixth trumpet (cf. The End, pp. 116 ff). 
5 Walvoord, J. F. (2008). The Revelation of Jesus Christ (p. 184). Galaxie Software. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+16%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A31-46
https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-walv-revjc?ref=Bible.Re11.15&off=853&ctx=26%E2%80%9327%3b+Zech.+14%3a9).+~The+question+that+re
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definitely taking place at the middle point. Chapter 12 begins a whole new vision of 

something.  

 

Notice the statements about the two witnesses which coincides with the last trump: 

Revelation 11:7-16 (KJV)  
7  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  
8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 
 

Although the Antichrist possesses Jerusalem, he will not make war and make his final 
move against Jerusalem to completely destroy it until the end of the Tribulation 
when Christ comes and defeats him there. The two witnesses are killed at that time, 
later resurrected with a loud shout, and then in the same hour a great earthquake. 
Then the angel blows the seventh trumpet. This is just days before Christ comes back 
or even the same day if the trumpets and bowls run together at the same time. The 
7th seal will open and Jesus returns. 
  
9  And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies 
three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.  
10  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall 
send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 
earth.  
11  And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they 
stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  
12  And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.  
13  And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and 
in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of heaven.  
14  The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.  
15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.  
16  And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God,  

 
One person stated it this way:  
“The two witnesses prophecy for 1260 days. As mentioned above, I believe they have 
their ministry during the last half of the tribulation period. 
I believe they are Moses and Elijah which matches the two witnesses with Jesus at 
the transfiguration where they were standing with Jesus on a high mount. 
They are beheaded at the end of the 1260 days of their prophecy. Three days later 
they rise up alive and are called up to heaven.  
This very well could be the post tribulation rapture for tribulation saints which is not 
to be confused with the rapture of the church in Revelation chapter four… 
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THE SEVENTH TRUMPET - NATIONS ANGRY - TEMPLE OF GOD OPENED IN HEAVEN 
After the post tribulation rapture of the tribulation saints all hell breaks out on earth. 
The kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord.   In lining up Matthew 
24:27-31 and Revelation 11:15-19 we know that the sun is darkened, the moon does 
not give its light.   The stars fall from heaven as the Lord returns to the earth for 
Armageddon.  The Lord Jesus Christ returns King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”6  
(See chart from same site). 

 
 

Why is this trump not the same trump as the Rapture trump? 

1. It is not the last trump, Matthew 24:31 is. If this were the Rapture there would be 
a final resurrection here, but in Rev. 20:5 we see just days later a resurrection of 
the dead saints. 

 
2. The Rapture trump is called the “trump of God”, and the other is an angel’s 

trumpet. 

 
3. The Thessalonian’s trump issues in blessing, in life, in glory, while the trumpet in 

Revelation issues in judgment upon the enemies of God. 7 

 

                                                      
6 http://bibledefended.com/revelation/rev_11.html 
7 Pentecost, J. Dwight; Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Kindle Locations 3526-3527). 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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4. V. 13- There is a great earthquake associated with the seventh trumpet blast with 

thousands killed and the remnant are afraid. There is no mention of an 

earthquake with 1 Thessalonians and the statement that church should be 

comforted. 

 

5. The trump in Matthew 24 that comes after Christ appears is obviously the last 

recorded trump, how could the mid-Tribbers or post-Tribbers call this the 

seventh, the “last trump?” (v.31) 

 

6. The seventh trump occurs at least 1 hour after the two witnesses are raised up 

and some amount of time before Jesus comes back.  

 

7. Comments by Tim Lahaye about pre-wrath rapture proponents: 

“Locating the Rapture and the period of wrath three-quarters of the way into the 
Tribulation forces it to occur 21 months after the Antichrist desecrates the temple 
(see Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4). This would cause the 
church to watch for the coming of Antichrist, which is obviously unscriptural. It 
also destroys imminency, which Rosenthal claims the apostle Paul did not teach 
(249). He then would have us believe that we can gain comfort (see 1 
Thessalonians 4:18) from the fact that the church will be raptured before the 
battle of Armageddon.” 8 

 

8. Comments by Finis Dake: (He believes it happens in the middle) 

“The “trump of God” (1 Thess. 4:16) is not the same as the seventh trumpet of 
Rev. 11:15; 13:18. One is at the rapture of the Church and the Old Testament 
saints, while the other is at the rapture of the manchild; one is the trumpet of God, 
the other is the trumpet of the seventh trumpet angel; one is to herald one single 
event which takes place “in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:51-58), the other is 
to herald many events which are days in duration (Rev. 10:7); one is a trumpet of 
blessing, the other is a trumpet of “woe” (Rev. 8:13; 12:12); one is at or before the 
beginning of the Seventieth Week, the other is in the middle of the Week; one is 
before the saints, represented by the twenty-four elders, are caught up, the other 
is after the elders are already in heaven; one is before the seven seals and first six 
trumpets (Rev. 6:1-9:21), the other is after them. Thus we do not need to confuse 
this trumpet and rapture with the seventh trumpet and rapture of the manchild.”9 

 
It obviously makes more since to me that this seventh trump occurs at the end with the 
resurrection of the two witnesses, and may involve a final catching away of end of Trib. 
believers. 

 

                                                      
8 LaHaye, Tim. Who Will Face the Tribulation?: How to Prepare for the Rapture and Christ's Return (Tim LaHaye Prophecy 
Library™) . (Kendle location 2999) Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition.  
9 Dake,Finis J.,  Revelation Expounded, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Publishing, Inc., 2001), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, P. 58. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+11%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+13%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+15%3A51-58
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+8%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+6%3A1-9%3A21
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 Conclusion: 3 trumps, 3 events 
 
A. A pre-Trib. Rapture last trump of God for the church marking the end of the 

church period. 
 

B. An end of Trib. seventh trump of an angel, for the final believers that marks 
the end of the end of the Tribulation period before Christ appears. 

 

C. A final trump given by Jesus after He appears to gather Israel and resurrect 
Old Testament saints 

 

While there is not a “trumpet” blast mentioned of the middle catching away found in Rev. 
12:5 and Rev 7 after the description of the 144,000 and the great company in heaven, we 
assume that that event will also have a trumpet blast but none is recorded. Daniel could be 
speaking of the middle here. 
 
Daniel 12:1 (HCSB)  
1  At that time Michael the great prince who stands watch over your people will rise up. There will 
be a time of distress such as never has occurred since nations came into being until that time. But 
at that time all your people who are found written in the book will escape.  
 

 
 


