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The purpose of tongues part 4 
 

 
 
Hebrews 6:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again 
the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  
2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment.  
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 What purpose do tongues serve? (Cont. from last lesson) 
 

 

 In Old Testament God said He would speak to this people by this means- Isaiah                      
28:11-12   
 

 This is that prophesied by Joel- The baptism is for the last days until Jesus 
comes back to the earth 
 

 The initial evidence gift of the Baptism into the Holy Spirit- Tongues in 5 
instances- 

 

 A New Testament manifestation of the Spirit- 
 

 

 Tongues magnifies (to make bigger) God- Worship and “singing with the Spirit” 
is singing in an unknown tongues. 

 
 

 My spirit prays, it is conversing with God (personal prayer language) 
 
Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)  
26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

  

 Speaking in an unknown tongue edifies you-Builds you up 
 
 

 Paul say I would that you ALL speak with tongues 
 
 

Intro:  
 
Your prayer language is for all individually at any time you want. The gift of tongues operating in 
the church is for a specific time. There are rules that govern the gift of tongues in the church. 

 

Kenneth Hagin: 
 
1 Corinthians 14:4 (KJV)  
4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the 
church. 
 

“This means that Paul primarily spoke in tongues in his prayer life, not in the church. 
Apparently, Paul must have gotten up in the morning speaking in tongues. He must have 
spoken in tongues between meals and gone to bed at night speaking in tongues. It also means 



Chp 17- The Purpose of Tongues Part 4 

that Paul valued speaking in tongues. After all, a person doesn’t thank God for something he 
doesn’t value, for something of little importance, or for something he is opposed to! 
So we see that tongues is primarily a gift for us to use in our private devotions to pray and 
fellowship with God our Father. Of course, there is the operation of tongues with the 
interpretation. These two spiritual gifts are given for the church’s benefit (and, at times, for 
an individual’s benefit) and used together are equivalent to the gift of prophecy. We’ll talk 
about that later. 
But this is what we need to understand now: All tongues are the same in essence because it’s 
the Holy Spirit giving the utterance in every case. But they are different in purpose and use. 
Now, if believers are all praising God together in church, it’s perfectly acceptable for them to 
praise God in tongues all at once. But it certainly would be wrong for them all to start 
speaking in tongues out loud while the preacher is trying to teach the word!”1 
 
 

 It is a sign to the unbelievers-   
 
Stanley Frodsham’s book “With Signs Following” 3rd edition 1946 published by Gospel 
Publishing House has real testimonies from all over the world to document the Pentecostal 
outpouring. Here is one story:  
 
Lewis Rudner, a Jew born in Austria 26 years of age, related his story to the editor of the 
Household of God in April 1907 in Oakland California. He tells the story of walking into the 
Azuza mission building on 7th Ave. because it said “welcome,” and it was raining. He heard 
several people speaking clear Hebrew and quoting scriptures and even one woman sing a 
song in Hebrew. He says after the sermon “Mrs. Olson testified in Hebrew and told me to 
read Luke 14, Romans 5:8, and Romans 3:26. The twelve year old girl testified in Hebrew and 
ask me again and again where I would spend eternity. This brought me into great concern 
about my soul.” When this man ask the minister how he knew such great Hebrew language 
along with all the rest, he was told it was God who was speaking to him because none of 
them knew Hebrew. He ask the Lord to save him and He did.2 (See page 112) 
 
1 Corinthians 14:21-22 (KJV)  
21  In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
 

The way God uses the gift of tongues for unbelievers is when we do not know the language 
we are speaking but the hearers do and understand, and God is speaking to them. 
 
 

 A final injunction- “Forbid not to speak with tongues” 
 

1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  
39  Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

                                                      
1 Hagin, Kenneth E. Tongues Beyond the upper room (2007) Rhema Bible Church P. 141-142 
2 Frodsham, Stanley H., (1946) With Signs Following (pp.229-230) Gospel Publishing House Springfield Mo. 
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If Paul taught against tongues why would he say forbid not speaking in tongues? Its because 
he didn’t speak against tongues. 

 

 

 Four ways tongues are manifested- 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 (KJV)  
27  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  
 

 

  Glorifying God-Worship-  
 
Acts 2:11 (KJV)  
11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

 
Acts 10:46 (KJV)  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

            
1 Corinthians 13:1 (KJV)  
1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  

 

 Prayer language-  
 
1 Corinthians 14:2, 14-17 (KJV)  
2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:14-17 (KJV)  
14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  
16  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?  
17  For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.  

 
Ephesians 5:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord; 
 
Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)  
26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
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Languages that cannot be understood 
 
Jude 1:20 (KJV)  
20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
 
 
 

 A Sign to the unbeliever-unknown to you, but understood by someone else 
 
1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV)  
22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

 
Acts 2:4-13 (KJV)  
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.  
5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.  
6  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because 
that every man heard them speak in his own language.  
7  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans?  
8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  
9  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  
10   Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes,  
11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.  
12  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?  

 
 

 The gift of tongues operating in the church-  
 
1 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)  
10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 
1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  
1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.  

 

 

 My personal experience-  
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Quoted on Page 109 

 



 


