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STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSON 2 
 

Three baptisms of the believer 
 

 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms 
 
Hebrews 6:1-2 (KJV)  
1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  
2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment.  
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Review: Three Baptisms of the Believer 

1. Baptism into water, Baptism into Christ, Baptism into Holy Spirit –  
 
Matthew 28:17-20 (KJV)   
17  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth.  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
Matthew 3:11 (KJV)  
11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire:  
 
 

2. Baptism into Christ is salvation- Salvation is an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22- This 
occurred BEFORE Acts 2.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 (KJV)  
12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

 
Romans 6:3-4 (KJV)  
3   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?  
4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 
Galatians 3:27 (KJV)  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
 

  
 Acts 2 was a Baptism into the Holy Spirit.  

 

Matthew 3:11-12 (KJV)  
11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire:  
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12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

 
a. Note: The resurrection had to come first for salvation to happen 

 
1 Corinthians 15:13-14 (KJV)  

13  But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:  

14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

 

b. The disciples were not born again till John 20 occurrence. 

 

John 20:19-29 (KJV)  
19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 

midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the 

disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.  
21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 

send I you.  
22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 

Holy Ghost:  
23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 

retain, they are retained.  
24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  
25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto 

them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print 

of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  
26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came 

Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  
27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither 

thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  
28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  
29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 

are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.  

 
Cessation doctrine is the teaching that the gifts that came with the baptism of the Spirit 
stopped when the Apostles died. They also confuse the baptism into Christ and the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit as the same baptism. 
 
 

 Did Paul water Baptize? A few 
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1 Corinthians 1:14-18 (KJV)  
14  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  
15  Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  
16  And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any 
other.  
17  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  
18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God.  

 

Paul said “Christ did not send me to baptize.” Didn’t Paul get the same commission that we 
did? We must understand this distinction. Paul separated water baptism from the Gospel.  
  
What does this teach us? That the Gospel message in itself does not include water baptism. 
So salvation is by faith alone in the message of the cross, not the physical work of baptism. 
The Great Commission does however include baptism. 
 
What about the thief on the cross? Was he saved? Old Testament saints? 

 
 

 

 Did Jesus water Baptize?  
 

John 3:22-23 (KJV)  
22  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with 
them, and baptized.  
23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and 
they came, and were baptized. 

 
John 4:1-2 (KJV)  
1  When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John,  
2  (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  

 

 

 Does one have to be baptized into water to be saved? 
 
Baptismal regeneration is the belief that baptism is necessary for salvation, or, more 
precisely, that regeneration does not occur until a person is water baptized. Baptismal 
regeneration is a tenet of numerous Christian denominations, but is most strenuously 
promoted by churches in the Restoration Movement, specifically the Church of Christ and 
the International Church of Christ. 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-salvation.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/water-baptism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Restoration-movement.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Church-of-Christ.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/International-Church-of-Christ.html
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 “Born of water” means born of a woman not water baptized- Born again 
means to be born spiritually- Angels cannot be saved 
 
John 3:1-7 (KJV)  
1   There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  
2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  
4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 
time into his mother's womb, and be born?  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  

 

One is of the flesh and one is of the Spirit. You must be a human first, then be Spiritually 
“born again.” 
 
 

 Acts 2:38- “repent and be baptized” – Note: vs 21 was spoken in same 
sermon and does not include water baptism. 
 
Acts 2:21 (KJV)  
21  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
Acts 2:38 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Acts 2:21 (KJV)  
21  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 

The New American Commentary: (Scriptures are added by LB) 

 

“Peter’s response was almost programmatic in that he presented them with four 
essentials of the conversion experience (v. 38): repentance, baptism in the name of 
Jesus Christ, forgiveness of sins, and receipt of the Spirit. These four generally form a 
single complex throughout Luke-Acts. They are the normative ingredients of conversion. 
There is no set, mechanistic pattern by which the various components come into play, 
particularly baptism and the receipt of the Spirit. The connection of the Spirit with 
baptism is depicted in various sequences through Acts. Here the Spirit seems to be 
promised immediately following or as a concomitant of baptism, whereas in Acts 10:44-
48 the coming of the Spirit seems to have preceded water baptism. The Ethiopian 
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eunuch was baptized, but receipt of the Spirit was not mentioned though his resulting 
joy was a gift of the Spirit. (Acts 8:38). Baptism and the gift of the Spirit are separated by 
some interval of time for the Samaritans.  (Acts 8:12) (Acts 8:17)  
 
The disciples of John at Ephesus were rebaptized and immediately received the Spirit. 
(Acts 19:5-6) (KJV) The Spirit cannot be tied down to a set pattern. Clearly, however, 
both baptism and receipt of the Spirit are normative to the experience of becoming a 
Christian believer. The connection of baptism with the forgiveness of sins in v. 38 has 
often been a matter of controversy. 
   

A literal rendering of the verse runs: “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for/on the basis of the forgiveness of your sins.” The disputed word 
is the preposition eis, which could indicate purpose and thus be taken to mean that 
baptism is the prerequisite for the forgiveness of sins. There is ample evidence in the 
New Testament, however, that eis can also mean on the ground of, on the basis of, 
which would indicate the opposite relationship—that the forgiveness of sins is the basis, 
the grounds for being baptized.  
 
Perhaps more significant, however, is that the usual connection of the forgiveness of 
sins in Luke-Acts is with repentance and not with baptism at all (cf. Luke 24:47; Acts 
3:19; 5:31).  

 
Luke 24:47 (KJV)  
47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 3:19 (KJV)  
19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
 
Acts 5:31 (KJV)  
31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

  

In fact, in no other passage of Acts is baptism presented as bringing about the 
forgiveness of sins. If not linked with repentance, forgiveness is connected with faith (cf. 
10:43; 13:38f.; 26:18). 
 
Acts 10:43 (KJV)  
43  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins. 
 
Acts 10:43 (KJV)  
43  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins. 
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Acts 13:38 (KJV)  
38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins: 
 
Acts 26:18 (KJV)  
18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me. 
 

The dominant idea in 2:38 thus seems to be repentance, with the other elements 
following. Repentance leads to baptism, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the 
Spirit.”1 

 
 
 

 Water baptism comes at different orders for believers 
 
 

 Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2- Repent, the remission of sins, and because of this, be 
water baptized, then you will receive this gift (the baptism with the Holy Spirit with 
the evidence of tongues) that your hear today being poured out for everyone. 

 
Acts 2:38-39 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 

many as the Lord our God shall call.  

“Be water baptized because of the remission of sins.” 
Order: Repent, remission of sins, then water baptism, then Baptism of Holy Spirit 

 
 The Samarians believed Philips preaching and accepted Christ and were baptized in 

water. Then Peter and John came to them and prayed for them to “receive the Holy 
Ghost.” (He hadn’t “fallen on them.” For they were just water baptized). So this 
experience was another experience for the believer and wasn’t NOT the salvation 
experience. 

 
Acts 8:12-17 (KJV)  
12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and 

the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
13  Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, 

and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.  
14  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 

                                                      
1 Polhill, J. B. (1995). Vol. 26: Acts. The New American Commentary (116–117). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 
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word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  
15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 

Ghost:  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus.)  
17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  

Order: They believed, they were baptized in water, then they later received the 
Holy Spirit with the evidence of tongues. (Simon saw and HEARD that they had 
received) 

 
 

 The Eunuch of great authority and Philip. Philip preached Jesus and the Eunuch 
believed and asked to be water baptized. Philip gave the prerequisite: “If you believe 
with all your heart.” Believing unto salvation, then water baptism. 

 
Acts 8:26-39 (KJV)  
26  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto 

the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.  
27  And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority 

under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 

come to Jerusalem for to worship,  
28   Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.  
29  Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.  
30  And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 

Understandest thou what thou readest?  
31  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that 

he would come up and sit with him.  
32   The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the 

slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  
33  In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? 

for his life is taken from the earth.  
34  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 

this? of himself, or of some other man?  
35  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him 

Jesus.  
36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 

See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  
37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 

and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  
38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  
39  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 

Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.  
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Order: Eunuch believes Philips preaching, he acknowledges he believes with all his 
heart, then he is water baptized. 

  
 

 Cornelius’s house: They believed Peter’s message of Jesus, then the Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost fell on them and they spoke in tongues). Finally they 
were water baptized. 

 
Acts 10:44-48 (KJV)  
44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 

word.  
45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with 

Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,  
47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the 

Holy Ghost as well as we?  
48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him 

to tarry certain days.  

Order: Saved, filled with Holy Spirit. Then water baptized. 
 
 

 Paul and Silas’s jailer- He ask, “What must I do to be saved?” The ONLY answer is to 
“believe on the Lord Jesus.” The only do spoken to do was believe. Then later that 
evening he and his house were water baptized.  

 
Acts 16:27-34 (KJV)  
27  And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors 

open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners 

had been fled.  
28  But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.  
29  Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul 

and Silas,  
30  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  
31  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  
32  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.  
33  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway.  
34  And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, 

believing in God with all his house. 

Order: Believe unto salvation, then water baptized 
 

 
 Paul at Ephesus- Paul assumed they had been saved and says to them “Have you 

gotten the baptism of the Holy Ghost yet?” They had been baptized by John, and 
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now believe on Christ Jesus so they were re-baptized in water signifying that they 
now believe in Jesus. Then Paul lays hands on them to receive the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and they speak in tongues. 
 

Acts 19:1-7 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the 

upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  
2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 

unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  
3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 

baptism.  
4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 

people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 

Jesus.  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they 

spake with tongues, and prophesied.  
7  And all the men were about twelve.  

 
Order: John’s baptism-Salvation by believing in Christ, water baptism, Baptism of 
Holy Spirit. 

 

All of these examples prove that water baptism comes after one has believed and 
repented of his sins and is an outward example of being saved inwardly. 
 
 

 By grace are you saved 
 
For by grace through faith are you saved, not of works…. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV)  
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
 
 

 In Acts 3:19- Peter’s next sermon did not mention water baptism as part of 
salvation. Nor his third recorded sermon in Acts 5:31. Or later Acts 10: 

 
Acts 3:19 (KJV)  
19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
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Acts 5:31 (KJV)  
31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
 
Acts 10:43 (KJV)  
43  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins. 

 
 
 

 Water baptism declares “I believe in the resurrection”   
 
1 Peter 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  
21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  

 

 Water Baptism- Our Public confession of Christ out loud-  
 
Water baptism symbolically identifies us as a new creature in Christ. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


