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LESSON 4 
 

Why is water baptism important? 
 

From Donald Gee’s book God’s Great Gift 1930’s: 
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TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms-plural 

Review: Illustration from the book “God’s Great Gift” by Donald Gee in the 1930’s 

 

Three Baptisms of the Believer- Ephesians 4:5 (One baptism-three parts) 

Ephesians 4:5-6 (KJV)  
5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
 

1. Baptism into water- Acts 10:47 

2. Baptism into Christ- Baptism into Christ is salvation- Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 

12:13, Galatians 3:27 - Salvation is an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22. This 

occurred BEFORE Acts 2.   

3. Baptism into Holy Spirit –Acts 1:4-5 

 Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 3:11, Acts 2 was a Baptism into the HS.  

 
The saving part of water baptism 
 
1 Peter 3:20-21 (KJV)  
20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  
21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  

 

 

 Water Baptism- Our Public confession of Christ-  
 

Question: "What is the importance of Christian baptism?" 
 
Answer: Christian baptism is, according to the Bible, an outward testimony of what has 
occurred inwardly in a believer’s life. Christian baptism illustrates a believer’s identification 
with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. The Bible declares, “Or don't you know that all 
of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore 
buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:3-4).   In 
Christian baptism, the action of being immersed in the water symbolizes dying and being 
buried with Christ. The action of coming out of the water pictures Christ’s resurrection. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%206.3-4
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In Christian baptism, there are two requirements before a person is baptized: 1) the person 
being baptized must have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior, and 2) the person must 
understand what baptism signifies. If a person knows the Lord Jesus as Savior, understands 
that Christian baptism is a step of obedience in publicly proclaiming his faith in Christ, and 
desires to be baptized, then there is no reason to prevent the believer from being baptized. 
According to the Bible, Christian baptism is important because it is a step of obedience—
publicly declaring faith in Christ and commitment to Him—an identification with Christ’s 
death, burial, and resurrection. 
 

“Christian baptism illustrates, in dramatic style, the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ. At the same time, it also illustrates our death to sin and new life in Christ. As the 
sinner confesses the Lord Jesus, he dies to sin (Romans 6:11) and is raised to a brand-
new life (Colossians 2:12). Being submerged in the water represents death to sin, and 
emerging from the water represents the cleansed, holy life that follows salvation. 
Romans 6:4 puts it this way: “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.” 
 
Very simply, baptism is an outward testimony of the inward change in a believer’s life. 
Christian baptism is an act of obedience to the Lord after salvation; although baptism is 
closely associated with salvation, it is not a requirement to be saved.”1 

 
DEFINITION: 
The word baptism is from the Greek word "baptizo" (Strong's number 907), which means: 
to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) 
to cleanse by dipping or submerge in, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, 
bathe, to overwhelm 
reference TDNT - 1:529,92 
Baptizo is translated as baptism 80 times in the New Testament.  
 
In the book of Acts water baptism was always done “in the name of Jesus.” 

 

 Believer's Baptism 
 

 They that gladly received the word were baptized 
 

Acts 2:41 (KJV)  
41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls. 

                                                      
11 https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-baptism.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.4
https://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-salvation.html
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 When they believed they were baptized 
 
Acts 8:12 (KJV)  
12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 

and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

Acts 2:41 (KJV)  
41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls. 

 

 If you believe in Jesus with all your heart you may be baptized. "I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God...and he (Philip) baptized him." 

 
Acts 8:36-38 (KJV)  
36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 

See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  
37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 

and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  
38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

 

 Paul was baptized after he believed and was healed 
 

Acts 9:18 (KJV)  
18  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 

forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

 

 Cornelius' household. "Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized? 
 

Acts 10:47-48 (KJV)  
47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the 

Holy Ghost as well as we? 
48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him 

to tarry certain days. 

 

 Lydia's baptism. "...whose heart the Lord opened...she was baptized..." 
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Acts 16:14-15 (KJV)  
14  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which 

worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 

things which were spoken of Paul.  
15  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 

constrained us. 

 

 Philippian jailer. "...they spake unto him the word of the Lord...and...he...was 
baptized..." 

 
Acts 16:33 (KJV)  
33  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

 

 In Athens Crispus and company. "And Crispus...believed....and many believed...were 
baptized." 

 
Acts 18:8 (KJV)  
8  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; 

and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 

 

 Disciples at Ephesus. "...they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus..." 
 

Acts 19:5 (KJV)  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 Spiritual Baptism into Jesus (salvation), not water Baptism is the new 
“circumcision” of the New Testament. 

 

Romans 2:29 (KJV)  
29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not 
in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

 
True salvation brings about the circumcision of heart. By this we mean the mark of a new 
Christian, in his spirit, not a fleshly emblem of conversion. Water baptism is a testimony of 
that circumcision. 
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Colossians 2:11 (KJV)  
11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

 
 
 

 Baptism is a burial- Water baptism is an example of the Spiritual baptism and 
resurrection that happens in every believer who is born again. 
 
Colossians 2:12-14 (KJV)  
12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  
13  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
 
Romans 6:1-4 (KJV)  
1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
3   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  
4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 

 
 

 The Method: water baptism of Jesus teaches us how- 
 

 To fulfill all righteousness (Living right-not to be saved) 
 

Matthew 3:15-16 (KJV)  
15  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  
16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: 

 
“To fulfill all righteousness”. Christ had to fulfill all the demands of the Law to deliver us 
from the curse of the law Galatians 4:4-5. He had to set the example for us, his followers 
that we may follow him in the “new and living way, which he has consecrated for us…” 
Hebrews 10:20. He was able to say that “for their sakes I sanctify myself” John 17:19.  
John 13:15 says I have given you an example that you should do as I have done to you.”  
I Peter 2:22 Christ left us an example to follow. Jesus became the example to follow. 
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 What then was the example? At the time of John adult baptism & full 
emersion- This does not mean that a child who has accepted Christ cannot 
be baptized. 
 

 Historical view: Full emersion was done until the 4th Century 
 

Neander, Church Hist., 1:310—“In respect to the form of baptism, it was, in conformity 
with the original institution and the original import of the symbol, performed by 
immersion, as a sign of entire baptism into the Holy Spirit, of being entirely penetrated 
by the same..…It was only with the sick, where exigency required it, that any exception 
was made. Then it was ministered by sprinkling; but many superstitious persons 
imagined such sprinkling to be not fully valid, and stigmatized those thus baptized as 
clinics.”2 

 
 

 Examples of water baptisms in conjunction with the Baptism of the Spirit 
 
 

 Paul’s conversion- Salvation V6 –Sprit Filled V17- Water Baptism later 
 
Acts 9:6-18 (KJV)  
6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  
7  And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 
man.  
8  And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they 
led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.  
9  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.  
10  And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 
vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  
11  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,  
12  And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, 
that he might receive his sight.  
13  Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath 
done to thy saints at Jerusalem:  
14  And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.  
15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  
16  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.  
17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 

                                                      
2 Strong, A. H. (1907). Systematic theology (pp. 936–937). Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 



Larry Booth                                                                              Chp 4-Why is Water Baptism Important? 

sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  
 
 

 Samaria- Salvation-Water baptism-Received the Holy Ghost 
 
Acts 8:4-17 (KJV)  
4  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.  
5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.  
6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing 
and seeing the miracles which he did.  
7  For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with 
them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.  
8  And there was great joy in that city.  
9  But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, 
and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:  
10  To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great 
power of God.  
11  And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with 
sorceries.  
12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
13  Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 
wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.  
14  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word 
of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  
15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost:  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.)  
17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  

 

 

 The Gentiles- Believed- Holy Ghost fell on them- Water baptism 
 
Acts 10:34-48 (KJV)  
34  Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons:  
35  But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.  
36  The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is 
Lord of all:)  
 
42  And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.  
43  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.  
44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  
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45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,  
47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we?  
48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days.  

  

 Those at Cornelius’s house- Salvation and tongues at same time- then 
water baptism 
 

Acts 10:45-46  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 
 
 

 At Ephesus- John’s baptism- Believed- Re-baptized- Holy Ghost came on 
them 
 
Acts 19:1-7 (KJV)  
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the 
upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  
2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto 
him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  
3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 
baptism.  
4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 
with tongues, and prophesied.  
 

 

 

 The Story of Cornelius- Acts 10- 11:18- shows many of these terms used 

interchangeably in the same story for the same baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 

10:44- Holy Ghost fell on all them, also in 11:15 as Peter tells the story 

10:46-they heard them speak with tongues 

10:47- … which received the Holy Ghost as well as we 

11:16- Baptized with the Holy Ghost 

11:17- God gave them the like gift as he did unto us who believed on the Lord Jesus 
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Baptism is significant for the believer and is different than the baptism of salvation into 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


