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STUDY: Foundation #4- Baptisms 

 

LESSON 5 
 

Why is water baptism important? Part 2 
 

TEXT: Hebrews 6:1- The foundation of Baptisms-plural.  

Review:   

 

 

 

Three Baptisms of the Believer- Ephesians 4:5 (One baptism-three parts) see 

chart 

Baptism-To dip into. 

1. Baptism into water- Acts 10:47 
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2. Baptism into Christ- Baptism into Christ is salvation- Romans 6:3, I Corinthians 

12:13, Galatians 3:27 - Salvation is an infilling of the Spirit- John 20:19-22 This 

occurred BEFORE Acts 2.   

3. Baptism into Holy Spirit –Acts 1:4-5-Matthew 28: 19-20, Matthew 3:11, Acts 2 

was a Baptism into the HS.  

 

 

 The Doctrine of water baptism 
 
 

  For us (Jesus and John) to fulfill all righteousness- Everything that is right 
 
Matthew 3:15-16 (KJV)  
15  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  
16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: 
 
Galatians 4:4-5 (KJV)  
4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law,  
5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

 
 The New American Commentary: He became the example for us to follow. Some say we 

are to do it to fulfill all righteousness. 
 
“To fulfill all righteousness”. Christ had to fulfill all the demands of the Law to 
deliver us from the curse of the law Galatians 4:4-5. he had to set the example for 
us, his followers that we may follow him in the “new and living way, which he has 
consecrated for us…” Hebrews 10:20. He was able to say that “for their sakes I 
sanctify myself”  John 17:19.  John 13:15 says I have given you an example that you 
should do as I have done to you”.  I Peter 2:22 Christ left us an example to follow. 
To fulfill all righteousness? “To fulfill all righteousness” means to complete 
everything that forms part of a relationship of obedience to God. In so doing, Jesus 
identifies with and endorses John’s ministry as divinely ordained and his message as 
one to be heeded.”1 
 

                                                      
1 Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew. The New American Commentary (Vol. 22, p. 81). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 
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 Holman New Testament Commentary: John’s and Jesus’ baptism was not a Christian 
baptism. Jesus and John were fulfilling what was right. The Christian baptism has to 
do with salvation not Jewish ritual. 
 
“So Jesus’ baptism was unique. It was not a “baptism of repentance” (as John’s 
was) nor was it a “Christian baptism” (as ours is today). But it was an identifying 
step of obedience at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Jesus would not have 
been fully obedient if he had bypassed this step that seemed to John to be 
unnecessary for the Holy One (3:14).”2 
 

 The Bible Knowledge Commentary-Jesus identified with sinners in being baptized 
 

“What did Jesus mean? The Law included no requirements about baptism, so Jesus 
could not have had in view anything pertaining to Levitical righteousness. But 
John’s message was a message of repentance, and those experiencing it were 
looking forward to a coming Messiah who would be righteous and who would bring 
in righteousness. If Messiah were to provide righteousness for sinners, He must be 
identified with sinners. It was therefore in the will of God for Him to be baptized by 
John in order to be identified (the real meaning of the word “baptized”) with 
sinners.”3 

 
 

 The Method- What then was the example? Adult baptism & full emersion- 
Mark 1:9-10 
 
Mark 1:9-10 (KJV)  
9  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan.  
10  And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like 
a dove descending upon him:   

 

  If it were sprinkling then why search for a river or go into the water? 
  

 How could a person come up out of the water if He was not down in the water? 
 

 Why did it take two men to get a cup of water from the river if it were only to 
sprinkle him? 

 If water baptism was for the remittance of sins then why did Jesus do it, for he had 
no sin? 

                                                      
2 Weber, S. K. (2000). Matthew. Holman New Testament Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 39). Nashville, TN: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 
3 Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew. (J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck, Eds.)The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 25). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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 We cannot be opposed to believing children being baptized because in scripture 
whole households were baptized after believing.  

 
Lydia’s family  
Acts 16:15 (KJV)  
15  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us. 
 
Jailer’s family 
Acts 16:33 (KJV)  
33  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 
baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

 

  The Saving part of baptism- 1 Peter 3:20-21 (Amplified) 
 
1 Peter 3:20-21 (AMP) 
[The souls of those] who long before the days of Noah had been disobedient, when God’s 
patience waited during the building of the ark in which a few [people], actually eight in 

number, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which is a figure [of their deliverance], does now also save you [inward 
questionings and fears], not by removing of outward body filth [bathing], but by [providing 
you with] the answer of a good and clear conscience (inward cleanness and peace) before 
God [because you are demonstrating what you believe to be yours] through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

 
Water baptism cleans ones conscience before God.  

 
 Believing comes first- It is our first testimony- Cornelius' household. "Can 

any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized? 
 
1 John 5:6 (KJV)  
6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.  
 
Acts 10:47-48 (KJV)  
47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we?  
48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days. 

 
 It represents Spiritual resurrection- 

 
Romans 6:1-4 (KJV)  
1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
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2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
3   Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?  
4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 

“The Christian mode of baptism, therefore, will be the one that best pictures a situation 
of burial and resurrection. The meaning calls for a picture based on a personal and 
active faith, which represents the theological truths of the salvation experience (death 
and resurrection). Immersion best pictures that event.”4 
 

  
 Paul did not preach Baptism to be saved 

 
1 Corinthians 1:14-17 (KJV)  
14  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  
15  Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  
16  And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any 
other.  
17  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  
 

 

 Water baptism- Should we baptize “In the name of the Father, Spirit, and 
the Son” or “In the name of Jesus?”  
 
Matthew 28:19 (KJV)  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

 
 Paul made sure it was not called “Paul’s baptism” like John’s baptism was named after 

him. This is why he explained that he personally did not baptize. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:11-16 (KJV)  
11  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house 
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.  
12  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ.  
13  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?  
14  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;  
15  Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  
16  And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized 
any other.  

                                                      
4 Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, pp. 261–262). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 
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 Christian water baptism is in the name of Jesus. It is the baptism named after Him. It 
is the baptism of the three that is authorized by Him. We could call it “Jesus’ 
baptism.” It is the believer’s first testimony of belief in Christ out loud. Jesus said we 
would be witnesses to the world and so He has authorized this baptism. It is 
different from all other baptisms like John’s baptism was a different kind of baptism.  

 
 So while it is titled “In the name of Jesus” i.e. His baptism, the “Christian” baptism 

separating them from Judaism, they may have still performed baptism with them 
saying as they submerged them in water, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
son, and Holy Spirit.” This is one possible explanation. We just don’t see this 
mentioned this way in scripture. 

 
Acts 2:38 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 

 It appears however, in Scripture that the actual words they used were “I baptize you 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Using just the name of Jesus. 
 
Acts 8:16 (KJV)  
16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.) 
 
Acts 10:48 (KJV)  
48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him 
to tarry certain days. 
 
Acts 19:5 (KJV)  
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 

 Should we say all three? Baptizing saying “In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” Remember this wasn’t actually done until the 4th century. 

 
 Dake’s Pentecostal explanation: 

 
“[in the name of] This means "by the authority of." Here it means by the authority of 
all three persons and not by the authority of Jesus only. He is the one authorizing us 
to recognize the others as well as Himself. This will help us to understand Acts 2:38; 
8:16; 10:48; 19:5. It is by the authority of Jesus Christ that we baptize at all, and it is 
by His authority that we baptize in the name of (by the authority of) all three 
persons.”5 

 
                                                      
5 Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized 

or King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: 

Matt. 28:19 point b. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+10%3A48
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+19%3A5
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 Jesus only-Acts 2:38- The Jesus only groups (Oneness) believe that you are not fully 

saved if you have not been water baptized “in the name of Jesus.” While I personally 
don’t believe water baptism is necessary FOR salvation but is essential BECAUSE of 
salvation, I am not against baptizing in Jesus name because this seems to be what 
the early Christians did. 

 
Acts 2:38 (KJV)  

38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 
Dake on this verse- “[in the name of Jesus Christ] Being baptized by the authority of 
Jesus Christ to a Jew meant giving up Judaism and all fellowship of his nation with all 
his political rights and privileges.  
 [for] Greek: eis (GSN-<G1519>), because of remission of sins. When one repents, which is 
always required in Scripture before baptism, he is immediately forgiven (1Jn. 1:9;” 

      

 

 Both are right and wrong- The only Scriptural example of water baptism being done 
was “In Jesus name, although it was not FOR salvation, but was to example true 
spiritual salvation as an outward testimony. I say both when I water baptize. 

 
 So what Jesus said in Matt 28:19 “By the authority of” is probably referring to all 

three baptisms that are each authorized by the trinity, i.e. the “trinity” of baptisms. 
All three baptisms that the believer should have in his life. 

 

 

 Difficult scriptures 
 

 Acts 22:16- Ananias said “Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins.” 
 

From Acts 21:8 on we see Paul went back to Jerusalem to be arrested and one day 
appear before the emperor himself. James the head pastor of the church there ask him 
to finish his vow he made in Cenchrea (Acts 18:18) with a few who were keeping a 
Nazarite vow, and hopefully appease all the Jews who were in an uproar about Paul 
teaching the Gentiles that they could be saved. Paul got arrested over a Jewish legal 
matter saying Paul was teaching against Moses law and bringing Gentiles into the 
Temple which wasn’t true. Here is Paul’s second of three accounts of his conversion 
(Acts 9 was the first time). In context Paul was talking to Jews who only understood 
baptisms like that of John’s as a form of repentance. Paul was already converted and 
“born again” by being confronted by Jesus Himself. So he could not wash away his sins 
by being baptized into water. He said this for their account knowing Jewish ritual. If Paul 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=G1519
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A9
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believed this to be true why didn’t he practice this with others he converted? Why 
didn’t he preach it and make this clear as with other doctrines like he did? 

 
Acts 22:12-21 (KJV)  
12  And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews 
which dwelt there,  
13  Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same 
hour I looked up upon him.  
14  And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, 
and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.  
15  For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.  
16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord.  
17  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trance;  
18  And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they 
will not receive thy testimony concerning me.  
19  And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that 
believed on thee:  
20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and 
consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him.  
21  And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.   

 
 

 Mark 16:16 
 
Mark 16:16 (KJV)  
16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

 
The words of Jesus here says water is added to our salvation. It is believing that saves us 
and not believing that damns us. If not being baptized damns us, then the second phrase 
would have included the word baptism. Also we assume that the baptism spoken of here 
means water, but could it not mean the baptism into Christ? 
 

 Matthew 28:19 
 

Matthew 28:19 (KJV)  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
  

 Acts 2:38  
 

Acts 2:38 (KJV)  
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost 

 
Peters first sermon we have studied already that the Greek word for Peter’s “for” could 
have been translated as “because of” and would have made more sense.  
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 John 3:1-7- vs 5 “Born of water,” does it mean water baptized? No, it 
means born of a woman as the context proves. 
 

John 3:1-7 (KJV)  
1   There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  
2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.  
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.  
4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 
time into his mother's womb, and be born?  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  
 
 

 1 John 5:6- There are three witnesses. Some try to use this verse to preach 
baptism is necessary for salvation. 
 
1 John 5:6 (KJV)  
6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
 And there is the Spirit that beareth witness (to the Divinity of Christ); because the Spirit is the 
truth. There can be no higher testimony than that of the truth itself (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13).  
 
1 John 5:7-8 (KJV)  
7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one.  
8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and 
these three agree in one. 

 

Water and blood could mean a few things. Some say it means: 
 

1. Water baptism and Death 
2. His incarnation 
3. Blood and water poured out of Christ 
4. The baptism of the believer and the Lord’s supper 
 
 

 Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary 
 

“5:6 Water and blood have been interpreted in at least four ways: (1) as Jesus’ 
baptism and death, (2) as His incarnation, (3) as the water and blood that flowed 
from His side on the Cross, and (4) as the baptism of the believer and the Lord’s 
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Supper. Most scholars favor the first interpretation. John is correcting the false 
teacher Cerinthus, who claimed that the Spirit came on Jesus at His baptism but left 
Him before His death (4:2, 3).”6 

 
 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary 

 
“Jesus, who is the Son of God (5:5) and the Christ (5:1), came not just by water, but 
“by water and blood.” This enigmatic statement has given rise in the church to many 
interpretations. Augustine linked the reference to John 19:34, where the piercing of 
Jesus’ side produced water and blood. Calvin and Luther connected it to John 4 and 6 
and saw in it a reference to the sacraments. Plummer and Candlish related it to OT 
sacrificial symbolism, the water of purification and the blood of the sacrifice. More 
commentators today, however, agree with Tertullian and see the water referring to 
Jesus’ baptism and the blood to his death on the cross. Even though John’s Gospel 
does not describe the water baptism of Jesus, the Johannine community could not 
have been ignorant of it. 
 
The purpose of the statement seems clear. The author once more affirms that it is 
the historical Jesus who is the Christ, the Son of God. Although the false teachers may 
have acknowledged Christ as the Savior, the divine Son of God, they denied his true 
human existence. Like Cerinthus, they probably held that the Christ came on the man 
Jesus at his baptism and remained till the time of the Crucifixion. In this way they 
could deny that the Christ had ever been truly human and subject to suffering and 
death. The author rightly regards this as a denial of the redemptive activity of God. It 
was the Son of God who came into the world. It was this same divine Son who was 
baptized and received the Spirit. It was the Son who, with the Father’s approval and 
in fulfillment of the Father’s intention, shed his blood on the cross to redeem 
humanity. God would not be involved in man’s redemption apart from the Christ’s 
true humanity, suffering, and dying. Water and blood become, therefore, the key 
words of the true understanding of the Incarnation. 
 
It is likely that once the author had arrived at his primary understanding, he saw in 
the incident of John 19:34 a divine confirmation of it. He may also have seen the 
reference to the water in John 4:10, 14 and the reference to drinking his blood in 
John 6:53 as confirmatory testimony. But these flow from the facts that are the 
historic base for them all. Jesus, the Son of God, came. He came through the water of 
baptism. He came also through the Cross. It is this coming by water and blood that is 
the basis of humankind’s salvation.”7 
 

                                                      
6 Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1999). Nelson’s new illustrated Bible commentary (1 Jn 5:6). 

Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers. 

7 Barker, G. W. (1981). 1 John. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Hebrews through 

Revelation (Vol. 12, pp. 350–351). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc12?ref=Bible.1Jn5.6&off=0&ctx=+the+Blood+(5:6%E2%80%9312)%0a~6a+Jesus%2c+who+is+the
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Could John be speaking of the human side of God coming by water being birth by a 
woman and also being the sacrifice given for man?  There are three witnesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God: the spirit, the water, and the blood. Warren Wiersbe’s 
explanation seems to be the best. 
 

 The Bible Exposition Commentary- Warren Wiersbe 
 
Jesus Is God (1 John 5:6–10) 
In 1 John 5:1–5, emphasis is placed on trusting Jesus Christ. A person who trusts 
Christ is born of God and is able to overcome the world. To believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God is basic to Christian experience. 
But how do we know that Jesus Christ is God? Some of His contemporaries called 
Him a liar and a deceiver (Matt. 27:63). Others have suggested He was a religious 
fanatic, a madman, or perhaps a Jewish patriot who was sincere but sadly mistaken. 
The people to whom John was writing were exposed to a popular false teaching that 
Jesus was merely a man on whom “the Christ” had come when Jesus was baptized. 
On the cross, “the Christ” left Jesus (“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?”) and so He died like any other human being. 
 Cerinthus taught that the Divine Logos or Christ descended upon Jesus at the 
baptism, and departed again when Jesus was arrested; so that a mere man was born 
of Mary, and a mere man suffered on the cross 
John’s epistle refutes this false teaching. It presents three infallible witnesses to 
prove that Jesus is God. 
 
First witness—the water. Jesus came “by water and blood.” The water refers to His 
baptism in Jordan, when the Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:13–17). At the same time the Spirit 
descended like a dove and rested on Him. This was the Father’s attestation of His 
Son at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Second witness—the blood. But the Father gave further witness as the time drew 
near for Jesus to die. He spoke audibly to Jesus from heaven, and said, “I have both 
glorified [My name], and will glorify it again” (John 12:28). Furthermore, the Father 
witnessed in miracle power when Jesus was on the cross: the supernatural darkness, 
the earthquake, and the rending of the temple veil (Matt. 27:45, 50–53). No wonder 
the centurion cried out, “Truly this was the Son of God!” (Matt. 27:54) 
Jesus did not receive “the Christ” at His baptism and lose it at the cross. On both 
occasions, the Father witnessed to the deity of His Son. 
 
Third witness—the Spirit. The Spirit was given to bear witness to Christ (John 15:26; 
16:14). We can trust the Spirit’s witness because “the Spirit is truth.” We were not 
present at the baptism of Christ or at His death, but the Holy Spirit was present. The 
Holy Spirit is the only Person active on earth today who was present when Christ 
was ministering here. The witness of the Father is past history, but the witness of 
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the Spirit is present experience. The first is external, the second is internal—and 
both agree. 
How does the Spirit witness within the heart of a believer? “For you have not 
received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption as sons, by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:15–16, nasb). His 
witness is our inner confidence that we belong to Christ—not a confidence that we 
“work up” for ourselves, but a confidence that God gives us.”8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
8 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 527). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.1Jn5.6-10&off=2247&ctx=s+ministering+here.+~The+witness+of+the+F

