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JOYFUL HARVEST TEACHING SERIES 

A Study of Family ministry 

STUDY: Training Our Youth/ Hitting the Mark 

  

Part 2 

The weapon of our children 
 

 

Text:  
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (KJV)  
3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  
4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;)  
5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  
 

We have discussed many of the weapons of our warfare, our enemy’s tactics, and how we war in 
the spirit. Let’s look at our final weapon in this series- Children. 
 

 
 Introduction: Three things to cover 

 
1. God’s young people are weapons against Satan’s kingdom. 
2. God wants to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children 
3. My philosophy of Youth ministry 

 
Why is the devil trying to destroy our children? 
 

THIS IS A GENERATION IN CRISIS-  
 Used from youth conference speaker Ron Luce- Teenmania.com 

 

    * 1 out of 11 attempt SUICIDE each year. 
    * 1 out of 10 fifteen year olds and younger have gone through family divorce in their life-
time. 
    * 58% have been involved in objectionable content on the web. 

    * 40% have experimented with SELF-INJURY ("are "cutters"). 

    * Use of prescription DRUGS (Ritalin, anti-depressants etc.) by children/teens has 
increased substantially in the past few years. 
 
THIS IS A GENERATION WITHOUT MORALITY 
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2 Training our Youth- Hitting the Mark 

By the time the average child graduates from high school, he/she will have watched 19,000 
hours of TV including about 200,000 sexual acts and 1 million ACTS OF VIOLENCE.  
1 in 10 high school females have reported being RAPED at some point in their life.  
Fear of violence in schools is now the leading "worry" of public school teens.  
48% of high school seniors are SEXUALLY ACTIVE (had sexual intercourse in past 3 months).  
8000- 12,000 teens will get an S.T.D. every day! Over thirty are incurable 
1 of 5 have herpes of 12 and older of those who are sexually active 
47% of sexually active teens have at least one STD 
 
THIS IS A GENERATION WITHOUT TRUTH 
 
91% say there is NO ABSOLUTE TRUTH.  
75% of teens in America believe the central message of the Bible is, "God helps those who 
help themselves".  
53% believe Jesus committed sin (40% of born again teens believe Jesus committed sin).  

 
Illustration: I heard this story told a little different with a dad and movies. The kids want to 
go see an “R” rated movie and dad says “Are “R” rated movies bad?” Kids reply “This movie 
only has “Just a little bit of bad stuff.” So…. 
 
“This occasion brought to mind a story I heard several years ago on a Christian radio show. A 
gentleman was espousing the benefits of family devotions with our children. He told of a 
lesson he gave to his children concerning the harmful effects of sin. He asked his children if it 
was alright to lie. Several of the children said, yes it's alright to lie if telling the truth will 
offend or hurt someone’s feeling. After all a little white lie never hurt anyone, it's for their 
good. The Dad then proceeds to tell the children he has baked some brownies for a treat. 
The children were so excited to have brownies because this was a favorite treat. The Dad 
says, "Before you eat the brownies I just want you to know that I put just a little cat poop in 
them. But it will be fine because after all just a little bit will never hurt you." As expected his 
children were grossed out and refused to eat the brownies. Brilliant Dad says, "I thought you 
said just a little bit won't hurt." Dad then goes forth to give the spiritual application of the 
lesson.”1 

 
Youth conference speaker- Pam Stenzel2 - “Tell those who ridicule you for not having sex, “I 
will always have the opportunity to be like you if I choose to, but you will never ever have 
the opportunity to be like me.” 
 
 

 Children are like arrows in a warriors quiver 
 

Psalm 127:1-5 (KJV)  
1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain.  
 

J. M. Boice in his commentary on Psalms 127:  

                                                      
1 https://www.sparkpeople.com/mypage_public_journal_individual.asp?blog_id=3566426 
2 https://www.pamstenzel.com/ 
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3 Training our Youth- Hitting the Mark 

 
“The American statesman Benjamin Franklin was not a Christian; he was a deist, though he 
appreciated Christians. He thought well of George Whitefield, the Calvinistic evangelist, for 
example. Franklin understood the futility of work without God and expressed it well in his 
“Speech to the Convention for Forming a Constitution for the United States,” delivered in 
Philadelphia in 1787. 

 
In the beginning of the contest with Britain when we were sensible of danger, we had 
daily prayers in this room for the Divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and 
they were graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have 
observed frequent instances of a superintending Providence. To that kind Providence 
we owe this opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of establishing our future 
national felicity. And have we now forgotten this powerful Friend? Or do we imagine 
that we no longer need his assistance? I have lived for a long time (81 years), and the 
longer I live the more convincing proof I see of this truth, that God governs in the affairs 
of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it possible that 
an empire can rise without his aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred writings, 
that “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it.” I firmly believe 
this, and I also believe that without his concurring aid we shall proceed in this political 
building no better than the builders of Babel.” 13 

 

 

2  It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his 
beloved sleep.  
3  Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.  
4  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.  
5  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall 
speak with the enemies in the gate.  

 
“Heritage” means inheritance, “reward” can mean compensation or benefit. “Happy” here 
specifically refers to the fathers and means “blessed happy”! Having many children brings 
great blessings.  
 
Arrows are weapons of war, children are like arrows, if we raise them with His help they will 
do damage to the enemy. 
 
v.5- “They shall speak with the enemies in the gate.”  
 

“The NIV interprets the MT’s י־ְיַדְברּו  in its legal (”kî-yeḏabberû, “when they speak) כִּ
setting: “When they contend.” Briggs (2:459) argues that the advantage of sons was 
particularly experienced in warfare, when the stalwart sons could defend the city and 
thereby the houses against the enemy (similarly Dahood: “[he] shall drive back his foes 
from the gate,” Psalms 3:222). But the metaphor of war should not extend to the latter  
 

                                                      
1 Quoted by Prothero, The Psalms in Human Life, 231–32. 
3 Boice, J. M. (2005). Psalms 107–150: An Expositional Commentary (p. 1118). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 

NIV The New International Version 

MT Masoretic text 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm19cps?ref=Bible.Ps127&off=4471&ctx=thout+the+Almighty.%0a~The+American+statesm
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4 Training our Youth- Hitting the Mark 

 
part of v. 5, because the blessing of a godly father is experienced when his sons help 
him to succeed even in times of adversity.” 4 

 

I disagree obviously with the latter part of Boice’s commentary here. I believe the metaphor 
should naturally be carried through. 
 
W. MacDonald in the Believer’s Bible Commentary on Psalm 127 says: “The Psalm is a 
tremendous unfolding of the word of the Lord through Zechariah, “Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). There is such a danger that we 
depend on the power of the dollar or on human ingenuity. But the Lord’s will is not 
accomplished in that way. It is by His Spirit that we build for eternity. It is not what we do for 
God through our own resources, but what He does through us by His mighty power. All we 
can produce is wood, hay, stubble. He can use us to produce gold, silver, precious stones. 
When we act in our own strength, we are spinning our wheels. When we bring God into 
everything, our lives become truly efficient. Carnal weapons produce carnal results. Spiritual 
weapons produce spiritual results.” 5 
 
We are building spiritual weapons as parents and we must rely on God to help us do this. 
 
Psalm 127 (MSG Bible) 
 
1-2         If GOD doesn’t build the house, 
 the builders only build shacks. 
 If GOD doesn’t guard the city, 
 the night watchman might as well nap. 
 It’s useless to rise early and go to bed late, 
 and work your worried fingers to the bone. 
 Don’t you know he enjoys 
 giving rest to those he loves? 
3–5  Don’t you see that children are GOD’s best gift? 
 the fruit of the womb his generous legacy? 
 Like a warrior’s fistful of arrows 
 are the children of a vigorous youth. 
 Oh, how blessed are you parents, 
 with your quivers full of children! 
 Your enemies don’t stand a chance against you; 
 you’ll sweep them right off your doorstep.6 

 
A friend of mine close to my age had 10 children, and I ask him “How do you take care of so 
many children?” He said “I am blessed because the Bible says I am blessed! Every time I have 
another child I am not more poor, I’m more blessed.” He was a man who God truly blessed 
with ideals and business. I helped him raise his first million dollars annually with his cleaning 
business. 

                                                      
4 VanGemeren, W. A. (1991). Psalms. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (Vol. 5, p. 795). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 
5 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 757). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson. 
6 Peterson, E. H. (2005). The Message: the Bible in contemporary language (Ps 127:1–5). Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebc05?ref=Bible.Ps127.5&off=3&ctx=Notes%0a5++~The+NIV+interprets+the+MT%E2%80%99s+%D7%9B%D6%BC%D6%B4
https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm?ref=Bible.Ps127.5&off=689&ctx=at+justice+is+done.%0a~The+Psalm+is+a+treme
https://ref.ly/logosres/message?ref=Bible.Ps127.1&off=5&ctx=ong+of+Solomon%0a1%E2%80%932%C2%A0+~127%C2%A0If+God+doesn%E2%80%99t+b
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5 Training our Youth- Hitting the Mark 

 
Allen Keys Ran for president in 2004 used to have a talk radio show that broadcast in 
Savannah GA. where I used to live in the late 80’s. He made the statement that newer 
generations were having less and less children to a detriment to our families and country. He 
suggested to have at least more children so that in our retirement we would have enough 
children to take care of us when we are older, without being a burden to them. 
 
 

 Children are God’s weapons of war 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


