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Unless the Lord builds the House part 2- 

Turning the Heart of the Fathers 

Larry Booth 

 

 

1. Children are weapons of war against the devil’s kingdom 

2. My philosophy of youth ministry 

 

A. Statistics: 

Taken From Ron Luce- Teenmania.com 

 

THIS IS A GENERATION IN CRISIS 
 
    * 1 out of 11 attempt SUICIDE each year. 
    * 1 out of 10 fifteen year olds and younger have gone through family 
divorce in their life-time. 
    * 58% have been involved in objectionable content on the web. 
    * 40% have experimented with SELF-INJURY ("are "cutters"). 
    * Use of prescription DRUGS (Ritalin, anti-depressants etc.) by 
children/teens has increased substantially in the past few years. 
 
THIS IS A GENERATION WITHOUT MORALITY 

 By the time the average child graduates from high school, he/she will have 
watched 19,000 hours of TV including about 200,000 sexual acts and 1 
million ACTS OF VIOLENCE.  

 1 in 10 high school females have reported being RAPED at some point in 
their life.  

 Fear of violence in schools is now the leading "worry" of public school 
teens.  

 48% of high school seniors are SEXUALLY ACTIVE (had sexual 
intercourse in past 3 months).  

 8000- 12,000 teens will get an S.T.D. every day! Over thirty are incurable 
 1 of 5 have herpes of 12 and older of those who are sexually active 
 47% of sexually active teens have at least one STD 
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THIS IS A GENERATION WITHOUT TRUTH 

 91% say there is NO ABSOLUTE TRUTH.  
 75% of teens in America believe the central message of the Bible is, "God 

helps those who help themselves".  
 53% believe Jesus committed sin (40% of born again teens believe Jesus 

committed sin).  

B. Just a little poop 
C. Pam Stencil’s- girl ridiculed for being a virgin 

 
 

II. Introduction 
 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (KJV)  
3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  
4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  
5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
 
 
Psalm 127:1-5 (KJV)  
1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain.  
2  It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.  
3  Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.  
4  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.  
5  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the 
enemies in the gate.  

 
 

1. The Lord must build the house 
2. God wants you to have good sleep- It’s vain to get up early and go to bed late 
3. Children are a heritage of the Lord 
4. Children are to become weapons of war against the enemy 

 

III. Children are God’s weapons of war- David used this phrase for a person 
 
2 Samuel 1:25  
How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places.  
26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women.  
27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! 

 
David called Jonathon a weapon of war 
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Psalm 127- the Message Bible 
 
If GOD doesn’t build the house, the builders only build shacks. 
If GOD doesn’t guard the city, 
the night watchman might as well nap. 
It’s useless to rise early and go to bed late, 
and work your worried fingers to the bone. 
Don’t you know he enjoys 
giving rest to those he loves? 
Don’t you see that children are GOD’s best gift? 
the fruit of the womb his generous legacy? 
Like a warrior’s fistful of arrows 
are the children of a vigorous youth. 
Oh, how blessed are you parents, 
with your quivers full of children! 
Your enemies don’t stand a chance against you; 

you’ll sweep them right off your doorstep 
 
 
 

IV. Youth Ministry in the Bible- What is it? 

1. Parents instructing their children 
2. Children honoring and obeying their parents in the Lord 
3. God’s word make no excuses for teenagers regarding Godliness 
4. It is Equipping parents to lead their children 

Proverbs 22:6   
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 Amplified Bible  
Train up a child in the way he should go [and in keeping with his individual gift or bent], and when he is old 
he will not depart from it. [Eph. 6:4; II Tim. 3:15.]  

 

Train them by their gifts and in your way discipline them 

Dobson: If we allow a child to stay bent in their way they will still be bent that way all their lives. Bad or 
good. 

V. The Fathers role 
 
1 Corinthians 4:15 (KJV)  
15  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten you through the gospel. 
 
Proverbs 1:1 
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The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the 
words of understanding; 3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;  4 To give 
subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.  5 A wise man will hear, and will increase 
learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 6 To understand a proverb, and the 
interpretation ; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.   
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  8 My son, 
hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 9 For they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chainse about thy neck.   
 

 
This is what I teach youth 
 
1 Timothy 4:12-13 (KJV)  
12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity.  
13  Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
 
 

Malachi 4:5   
5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 
6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse. 
 

David’s own father didn’t even call him out of the field for the prophet to choose a king from. David was 
chosen by the man of God even though his father had played favorites with the other boys. 
 

 
Joshua’s advice to dads: “Tell the fathers to chill out.”  He ask: “I want you to spend more time with 
me.”  

   Statistics- See below 

Acts 2:17   
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams: 
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy: 

 
 
Mohamed Ali once said he was hit so hard it knocked him out standing up- he was near the ropes, he 
felt if the fellow wouldn’t have hit him again the fight would be over, but then he was hit again and it 
woke him up. He went on to win the fight. Satan’s next blow might just wake you up! Don’t be 
lukewarm. 

 

 

                                                      
e an...: Heb. an adding 
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Statistics 

Taken From: www.Dadsworld.com 

Children with involved Fathers are more confident, better able to deal with frustration, better able to gain 

independence and their own identity, more likely to mature into compassionate adults, more likely to have a 

high self esteem, more sociable, more secure as infants, less likely to show signs of depression, less likely to 

commit suicide, more empathetic, boys have been shown to be less aggressive and adolescent girls are less 

likely to engage in sex. 

 

63% of teen suicides come from fatherless homes. That’s 5 times the national average. 

 

SOURCE: U.S. Dept of Health 

 

90% of all runaways and homeless children are from fatherless homes. That’s 32 times the national 
average. 

 

80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes. 14 times the national average.  

 

SOURCE: Justice and Behavior 

 

85% of children with behavioral problems come from fatherless homes. 20 times the national average.  

 

SOURCE: Center for Disease Control 

 

71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes. 9 times the national average.  

 

SOURCE: National Principals Association Report 

 

75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers come from fatherless homes. 10 times the 
national average.  

 

SOURCE: Rainbow’s for all God’s Children 

 

85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes. 20 times the national average. 
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SOURCE: U.S. Dept. of Justice 

 

Daughters of single parents without a Father involved are 53% more likely to marry as teenagers, 711% 
more likely to have children as teenagers, 164% more likely to have a pre-marital birth and 92% more likely 
to get divorced themselves. 

 

91% of 701 fathers surveyed by the University of Texas at Austin agreed that there is a “father-absence 
crisis in America.” What were the 4 major obstacles for fathers to overcome? 1) Work demands 2) The 
media 3) Pop Culture 4) Finances  

 

Researchers of Columbia University found that children living in two-parent households with a poor 
relationship with their father are 68% more likely to smoke, drink or use drugs compared to all teens in two-
parent households. Moreover, teens in single-mother households fared much worse. They had a 30% 
higher risk than those in all two-parent households.  

 

“Without two parents, working together as a team, the child has more difficulty learning the combination of 
empathy, reciprocity, fairness and self-command that people ordinarily take for granted. If the child does 
not learn this at home, society will have to manage his behavior in some other way. He may have to be 
rehabilitated, incarcerated, or otherwise restrained. In this case, prisons will substitute for parents.” 

 

SOURCE: Morse, Jennifer Roback. “Parents or Prisons.” Policy Review, 2003 

 

Children with Fathers who are involved are 40% less likely to repeat a grade in school.  

 

SOURCE: National Household Education Survey 

 

Children with Fathers who are involved are 70% less likely to drop out of school. 

 

Children with Fathers who are involved are more likely to get A’s in school. 

 

Children with Fathers who are involved are more likely to enjoy school and engage in extracurricular 
activities. 

 

Even in high crime neighborhoods, 90% of children from stable 2 parent homes where the Father is 
involved do not become delinquents. 
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SOURCE: Development and Psychopathology 1993 

 

Adolescent girls raised in a 2 parent home with involved Fathers are significantly less likely to be sexually 
active than girls raised without involved Fathers. 

 

SOURCE: Journal of Marriage and Family, 1994 

 

Taken From: http://www.boonecountyfathers.org/home/statistics.html 

Father involvement leads to healthy psychological development. Children with 
involved fathers are: 

· More confident and less anxious in unfamiliar settings. 
· Better able to deal with frustration. 
· Better able to gain a sense of independence and identity. 
· More likely to mature into compassionate adults. 
· More likely to have high self-esteem. 
· More sociable. 
· More securely attached as infants. 
· Less likely to show signs of depression. 
· Less likely to commit suicide. 
· More empathetic. 

Additionally, boys have been shown to be less aggressive and less likely to form sex role and 
gender identification disorders. Furthermore, girls show better emotional well-being and are less 
likely to engage in premarital sex before the age of 20 when there is a positive relationship with 
their father. 

Children from fatherless homes account for  

63% of youth suicides.  (Source: US Dept. of Health & Human Services, Bureau of the Census) 
71% of pregnant teenagers. (Source: US Dept. of Health & Human Services) 
90% of all homeless and runaway children. 
70% of juveniles in state-operated institutions come from fatherless homes (Source:  U.S. Dept. of 
Justice, Special Report, Sept 1988) 
85% of all children that exhibit behavioral disorders. (Source: Center for Disease Control). 
80%  of rapists motivated with displaced anger. (Source: Criminal Justice & Behavior, Vol. 14, p. 
403-26, 1978). 
71% of all high school dropouts.  (Source: National Principals Association Report on the State of 
High Schools). 
75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers. (Source: Rainbows for all God's 
Children). 
85% of all youths sitting in prisons. (Source: Fulton Co. Georgia jail populations, Texas Dept. 
of Corrections 1992).    
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Illustrations: 

 

1. Just a little poop 
2. A virgin’s response to ridicule: “Any day I can 

choose to be like you, but you will never ever be 
like me. 

3. SEX a live fire, put it in its place marriage 
4. Mohamed Ali once said he was hit so hard it 

knocked him out standing up- he was near the 
ropes, he felt if the fellow wouldn’t have hit him 
again the fight would be over, but then he was hit 
again and it woke him up. He went on to win the 
fight. Satan’s next blow might just wake you up! 
Don’t be lukewarm. 

 


