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Our weapons of warfare #25  7/28/19- Pastor Larry Booth 

 
 

The weapon of our children- part 2 

 
 

TEXT: 
 
Psalm 127:4 (KJV)  
4  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 

 
2 Samuel 1:25-27 KJV  

 
David called his youthful friend Jonathan a weapon of war. 
 
 

 Youth Ministry in the Bible- What is it? Pastors of youth? 

1. Parents instructing and disciplining their children 
2. Children honoring and obeying their parents in the Lord 
3. God’s word make no excuses for teenagers regarding Godliness-  

1 Timothy 4:12 (KJV)  
12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

4. It is Equipping parents to lead their children 

Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)  
6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  

 
Provers 22:6 (AMP)  
Train up a child in the way he should go [and in keeping with his individual gift or bent], and when he is 
old he will not depart from it. [Eph. 6:4; II Tim. 3:15.]1 

 
Strong’s Concordance: Hebrew is ḥānak (2596) To dedicate, from a primitive root; properly to 
narrow [compare <H2614> (chanaq)]; figurative to initiate or discipline :- dedicate, train up. 

 
Bend them: Train them by their gifts and in your way discipline them.  
 

 

 Parents are the warriors and children are the weapons. How to “train” an arrow: 

                                                      
1 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (Pr 22:6). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=H2614
https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Pr22.6
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 See the potential within- See the branch 
 

Illustration: Two altar boys dropped the elements. One got slapped; he later became a leader in 
the communist party. The other was told, “Son you’re going to make a great priest” He did. 
 
 “One Sunday morning years ago, a young altar boy was assisting the priest in the celebration of 
Holy Communion at the small church in their European village.  
Nervously carrying out his new duties, he accidentally dropped the cruet of wine. The village priest 
immediately struck the boy sharply on his cheek and in stentorian fashion commanded, “Leave the 
altar, and don’t come back!” The boy grew up to become Tito, the atheistic Communist leader 
who ruled Yugoslavia for several decades.  
One Sunday morning not long thereafter, another young altar boy was assisting in the celebration 
of Holy Communion at the cathedral in a large American city. He also accidentally dropped the 
cruet of wine.  
The bishop turned and looked at him. But instead of replying in anger, he gently smiled and 
whispered, “Someday you will be a priest.” That boy also grew up and eventually came to be 
known as Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen – famous, at least in part, for his television series in the 
1950s, “Life Is Worth Living.”  
What made the difference in the outcome of the two boys? Truth be known, probably much more 
than just these incidents in their lives. But this much we do know. One was driven away from that 
which is sacred – or literally, “according to the sanctuary” – while the other was encouraged to 
stay near that which is sacred. One adopted the humanistic world-and-life view and carried it to its 
conclusion. The other adopted the Christian world-and-life view and carried it to its conclusion. 
One died a harsh dictator, while the other died a servant of God and man, with the message of 
hope on his lips: “Life is worth living.”2  

 

 Mold- Discipline is training a future generation 
 

Illustration of forging an arrow: soak it in water- dry. Then soak in oil and pin it down to 
straighten it. Set it on fire to harden it. Test it, if it flies straight it goes in the quiver, if not then the 
process starts over. Longer arrows go farther, shorter arrows don’t take as long.  
 
“I cut you, and I formed you, your mine, son you will fly straight.” 

 

Proverbs 13:24 (HCSB) Use the rod 
 

 

Hebrews 12:6-11 (HCSB)  
 

                                                      
2 Johnson, Rev. Ronald C. A tale of two altar boys: Sustaining that which is sacred-  (Published July 2011) 

https://www.losaltosonline.com/spiritual-life-archive/31708-J28344 
 

https://www.losaltosonline.com/spiritual-life-archive/31708-J28344
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 Fit them into the quiver- Make them fit into our family.-Proverbs 22:1-7 (HCSB)  
 
Definition of “Train”=   
Again the Heb. Root Is “Chanak” From “Narrow” to dedicate, discipline. Websters- Dedicate, make 
to do, to draw (Like a horse), to break the self will, without breaking the spirit- form by practice. 

 

Ephesians 6:4 (KJV) –Don’t stir up anger in your children 
 

 
93% of gang members believe in God. The average age of joining is 12.  
Children spell love T.I.M.E. 

 

A weapon is only as good as the warrior using it. 

Leaving a legacy is our responsibility 
 

Statistic:  
In Homes where only the woman is a Christian 17% of kids serve God. Man only, 62% serve God, 
both parents, 93% do. 

 

 Pull the bow and release the arrow 
 

 Bow =  

Family core 

Youth group 

Christian school 

 

 The purpose of a marriage union (two become one) is to produce a Godly seed-
This is youth ministry- Malachi 2:14-15 (KJV)  
 
From ages 1-12 fathers spend less than 1 ½ minutes a day with a child. From ages 12-19 Less than 
12 minutes a day. The average number of minutes a day is 7. 3 
 

 

 The father’s role 
 

                                                      
3 https://www.thenational.ae/seven-minutes-a-day-the-modern-day-excuse-for-a-parent-1.459183 
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 The Fathers role- Found in the purpose of proverbs- Proverbs 1:1-9 (KJV)  
 
To teach sons and daughters: 

 To know wisdom –the Godly application of knowledge (knowing anything) 
 To have instruction- Warnings and discipline 
 To understand insightful sayings- Teach what things mean, and why 
 To receive instructions of Godly wisdom, Righteousness, Justice, and integrity 
 To teach shrewdness to the inexperienced, knowledge and discretion to a young man—(V.4 

HCSB)  
 To teach that wise young children hear and continue to learn all their life 
 Teaching young folks that good discernment is to seek council from others in tough matters 
 To understand mysteries and how to interpret them for life lessons 
 To teach their children that the beginning of understanding everything, starts with knowing 

that God created us and that we should respectfully honor Him in everything 
 To teach our children to hear and keep mom and dad’s instructions. 

 
 
 

 Fathers in the last days- Malachi 4:5-6 (KJV)  
 
 
Acts 2:16-19 (KJV)  
16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams:  
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy:  
19  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour 
of smoke: 

 

 Father involvement- 1 Cor. 4:15 KJV 
 
Taken From: Worldview warriors: 

“Children with involved Fathers are more confident, better able to deal with frustration, better 
able to gain independence and their own identity, more likely to mature into compassionate 
adults, more likely to have a high self-esteem, more sociable, more secure as infants, less likely to 
show signs of depression, less likely to commit suicide, more empathetic, boys have been shown 
to be less aggressive and adolescent girls are less likely to engage in sex.”4 

1. A survey was conducted to determine whether a person’s religion carried 

through to the next generation, and if so, why, or if not, why not. 

                                                      
4 Risner, Steve. Fathers you are extremely important. (2014) https://worldviewwarriors.blogspot.com/2014/02/fathers-you-are-

extremely-important.html 

http://www.fisheaters.com/menandchurch.html
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“If both father and mother attend regularly, 33 percent of their children will end up as regular churchgoers, 
and 41 percent will end up attending irregularly. Only a quarter of their children will end up not practicing at 
all. If the father is irregular and mother regular, only 3 percent of the children will subsequently become 
regulars themselves, while a further 59 percent will become irregulars. Thirty-eight percent will be lost.  
 
If the father is non-practicing and mother regular, only 2 percent of children will become regular 
worshippers, and 37 percent will attend irregularly. Over 60 percent of their children will be lost completely 
to the church… In short, if a father does not go to church, no matter how faithful his wife’s devotions, only 
one child in 50 will become a regular worshipper. If a father does go regularly, regardless of the practice of 
the mother, between two-thirds and three-quarters of their children will become churchgoers (regular and 
irregular). If a father goes but irregularly to church, regardless of his wife’s devotion, between a half and 
two-thirds of their offspring will find themselves coming to church regularly or occasionally.”5 

 

 Statistics 
 

63% of teen suicides come from fatherless homes. That’s 5 times the national average. 
 
SOURCE: U.S. Dept of Health 

 
90% of all runaways and homeless children are from fatherless homes. That’s 32 times the 
national average. 
 
80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes. 14 times the national average.  
 
SOURCE: Justice and Behavior 

 
85% of children with behavioral problems come from fatherless homes. 20 times the national 
average.  
 
SOURCE: Center for Disease Control 

 
71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes. 9 times the national average.  
 
SOURCE: National Principals Association Report 

 
75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers come from fatherless homes. 10 times 
the national average.  
 
SOURCE: Rainbow’s for all God’s Children 

 
85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes. 20 times the national average. 
 
SOURCE: U.S. Dept. of Justice 

 
Daughters of single parents without a Father involved are 53% more likely to marry as teenagers, 
711% more likely to have children as teenagers, 164% more likely to have a pre-marital birth and 
92% more likely to get divorced themselves. 
 

                                                      
5 Lowe, Robbie. The Truth About Men & Church: On the Importance of Fathers to Churchgoing. (retrieved 7/19) 

https://www.fisheaters.com/menandchurch.html 
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91% of 701 fathers surveyed by the University of Texas at Austin agreed that there is a “father-
absence crisis in America.” What were the 4 major obstacles for fathers to overcome? 1) Work 
demands 2) The media 3) Pop Culture 4) Finances  
 
Researchers of Columbia University found that children living in two-parent households with a 
poor relationship with their father are 68% more likely to smoke, drink or use drugs compared to 
all teens in two-parent households. Moreover, teens in single-mother households fared much 
worse. They had a 30% higher risk than those in all two-parent households.  
 
“Without two parents, working together as a team, the child has more difficulty learning the 
combination of empathy, reciprocity, fairness and self-command that people ordinarily take for 
granted. If the child does not learn this at home, society will have to manage his behavior in some 
other way. He may have to be rehabilitated, incarcerated, or otherwise restrained. In this case, 
prisons will substitute for parents.” 
 
SOURCE: Morse, Jennifer Roback. “Parents or Prisons.” Policy Review, 2003 

 
Children with Fathers who are involved are 40% less likely to repeat a grade in school.  
 
SOURCE: National Household Education Survey 

 
Children with Fathers who are involved are 70% less likely to drop out of school. 
 
Children with Fathers who are involved are more likely to get A’s in school. 
 
Children with Fathers who are involved are more likely to enjoy school and engage in 
extracurricular activities. 
 
Even in high crime neighborhoods, 90% of children from stable 2 parent homes where the Father 
is involved do not become delinquents. 
 
SOURCE: Development and Psychopathology 1993 

 
Adolescent girls raised in a 2 parent home with involved Fathers are significantly less likely to be 
sexually active than girls raised without involved Fathers. 
 
SOURCE: Journal of Marriage and Family, 1994 

 

 
Father involvement leads to healthy psychological development. Children with 
involved fathers are: 
· More confident and less anxious in unfamiliar settings. 
· Better able to deal with frustration. 
· Better able to gain a sense of independence and identity. 
· More likely to mature into compassionate adults. 
· More likely to have high self-esteem. 
· More sociable. 
· More securely attached as infants. 
· Less likely to show signs of depression. 
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· Less likely to commit suicide. 
· More empathetic. 
Additionally, boys have been shown to be less aggressive and less likely to form sex role and 
gender identification disorders. Furthermore, girls show better emotional well-being and are less 
likely to engage in premarital sex before the age of 20 when there is a positive relationship with 
their father. 

 

Children from fatherless homes account for:  
63% of youth suicides.  (Source: US Dept. of Health & Human Services, Bureau of the Census) 
71% of pregnant teenagers. (Source: US Dept. of Health & Human Services) 
90% of all homeless and runaway children. 
70% of  juveniles in state-operated institutions come from fatherless homes (Source:  U.S. Dept. of 
Justice, Special Report, Sept 1988) 
85% of all children that  exhibit behavioral disorders. (Source: Center for Disease Control). 
80%  of rapists motivated with displaced anger. (Source: Criminal Justice &  Behavior, Vol. 14, p. 
403-26, 1978). 
71% of all high school dropouts.  (Source: National Principals Association Report on the State of 
High  Schools). 
75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers. (Source: Rainbows for all God's 
Children). 
85% of all youths sitting in  prisons. (Source: Fulton Co. Georgia jail populations, Texas Dept. 
of  Corrections 1992). 6  
 
 

 Signpost-  
 
Signs to tell if your house is out of order: 

 

1. No headship 
2. Wife or mother filled with stress 
3. The children are unruly or in rebellion 
4. Home messy and unorganized 
5. Little or no communication with family members 
6. Family in perpetual crisis- financial 
7. Disharmony in the ranks 
8. Lots of noise in the home 
9. No reading of Scripture and prayer which brings peace and order 

 

5 Ways to get your house in order: 
 

                                                      

6 Taken From: http://www.boonecountyfathers.org/home/statistics.html 
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1. Have right attitude 
2. Speak words of blessing- Ephesians 4:29 
3. Action- activities with everyone involved 
4. Maintain an environment of peace- calm music 
5. Quality time together- Love notes 

 
I ask Josh at 15 what would be his advice to fathers on father’s day- “chill out, don’t holler so 
much.” I ask him what would he change in our relationship- “More time together.” 
 
 

 IV. Conclusion- The goal of youth ministry, raising up a Godly seed. 
 

Acts 2:17-18   

 

The goal: Our sons and daughters will declare “thus saith the Lord.” 
 

Joel 2:17-30   

 

When the father is out of place, the wife becomes displaced, children become misplaced, God 
becomes replaced. 

 

John 17:21   
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me 

 

Husband is a “house band”. Wife is a help meet. Man surrounds the house, wife surrounds the man. 

 

 


